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Northwest Washington 
Woodturners.... 

meets every third Thursday of the 
month except April when the meet-
ing is held the fourth Thursday. 
There is no meeting in December. 
We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in 
Mt.Vernon WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid 
street, exit 226. Turn east up Kin-
caid to So. 13th, turn right on 13th. 
Hillcrest Park is approx. six blocks 
south on 13th. The lodge is located 
in the Northwest corner of the park-
ing lot beyond the tennis courts.  
Meetings are open to anyone inter-
ested in wood turning. All skill levels 
from beginners to advanced turners 
are welcome. 

The last meeting of the year was one 
of the nicer things we do as a club.  
There was no demonstrator, no shav-
ings, no video screen or lectures.  It 
was just a great potluck with every kind 
of food you could want.  Not wanting to 

offend anyone, I tried my best to sam-
ple a little of everything but found that it 
required several trips around the table 
to accomplish that, and that didn’t in-
clude the vast array of desserts! 
There was also a top spinning contest,  

 a Christmas Ornament competition a 
bucket raffle, a live auction and an 
election for Treasurer, Secretary and 
Member at Large.  
 

The top spinning competition provided 
some excitement as all of the contest-
ants did their best to put a good spin 
on their top.  Rick Anderson took first 
place for the longest spin with a hand  

held top.  Bruce Campbell won the 
longest spin with a string top. 
 

The Christmas Ornament competi-
tion had fourteen entries.  The 
competition was divided into three 
categories.  Novice, Intermediate 
and Pro.  Awards were give out for 
first place and originality.  The win-
ners were: 
Novice 
First Place  -  Mildred Holder 
Originality  -  Mark Straight 
 

Intermediate 
First Place  -  George Way 
Originality  -  John Gruenewald 
 

Pro 
First Place  -  Ron Wehde 
Originality  -  Ron Wehde 
 

The bucket raffle was a lot of fun 
with items ranging from turning 
tools and pen kits to carving tools 
and pies. 
 

The live auction was done by 
Bruce Campbell.  The items were 
pieces that had been done by the 
various demonstrators the club has 
had this past year and some do-
nated items from club members.  
Some of the items brought some 
lively bidding.  The raffle and auc-
tion helped to raise money for club 
expenses. 
 

The elections resulted in Greg 
Anderson becoming the new 
Treasurer,  Laura Matthews and 
John Gruenewald will share the 
Secretary duties and Jerry Holmes 
was re-elected for Member at 
Large. 
 

All in all, everyone went home with 
a full stomach, some good laughs 
and some mementos of the last 
year.     Ron Wehde 
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Club Contacts: 
 

President 

Bob Doop  360-293-4522 
bob.doop@fidalgo.net 
 

Vice President 

Mark Straight  360-653-4890 
m_straight@comcast.net 
 

Secretary 

Laura Matthews  360-757-7730 
lmatthews@wavecable.com 
 

John Gruenewald  360-299-4564 
Vjgruen@fidalgo.net 
 

Treasurer 

Greg Anderson  360-691-1744 
Ganderson59802@yahoo.com 
 

Member at Large 
 

Dave Blair,  Jerry Holmes 
 

Newsletter 
Ron Wehde 
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The January Meeting will be a mentoring session with pen demo, critique table, and probable sharpen-
ing demo. Others might be added.  If you’re having any problems with your turning projects or want to 
learn something new from other club members, this is the meeting to attend. 
 

Merry Christmas: 
I would like to thank all the people who helped out this year at all the events and meetings and wish all 
of you Merry Christmas. 
 

Mark Straight 

2009 Dues: 

Just a reminder that we are collecting dues for 2009.  The dues have increased to $30.00 a year which 
is still a great bargain.  Please make checks payable to NWW.  If you are renewing and need a wood 
nametag, please include $4.00.  Send your check to Melanie Mankamyer, Membership Chair, 3152 
Pond Lane, Bow, WA. 98232 
 

Malcolm Tibbetts: 
A reminder to everyone that Malcolm Tibbetts, one of the top segmented turners in the world will be 
putting on an all day class on Tuesday, February 17th.  The class will consist of a powerpoint presenta-
tion, a demonstration of various cutting and gluing techniques, and attendees will be walked through 
the process of designing, cutting, gluing and assembling mitered rings. 
 

The class will only occur if there are enough people signed up by January 15th (our next meeting).  The 
cost for the full day class is $130.00 
 

Malcolms’ web site is:   www.tahoeturner.com 
 

Please contact me if you want to sign up:   van_ness@earthlink.net 

Next Meeting  January 15th 

 

November Meeting Minutes 
Regular Meeting of the NWW  
November 20 2008  
Called to Order 6:30  
This was our last meeting of 2008 and it was well attended, our usual potluck. Lots of great food and a 
bucket raffle( great idea Melanie) and the live auction with Bruce Campbell as auctioneer raised $1100.  
Elections were also held : Member at large, Jerry Holms was re-elected; Treasurer, Greg Anderson re-
places Melanie Mankamyer; Secretary, Laura Mathews and John Gruenewald replace Shirley Butters.  
The top spinning contests were won by Rick Anderson with the longest spin, Bruce Campbell, longest 
spin string top.  
The ornament contest had 13 entries : Mildred Holder won the beginner category, George Way won 
the intermediate category and Ron Wehde won the Pro category.  
 
Secretary's Notes submitted by Shirley Butters 
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The LaConner Arts Alive was held November  7th - 9th this year.  The Northwest Washington Wood-
turners shared a space in the old Grange Hall with the Northwest Corner Woodworker's Assn. to dis-
play their work and sell some of their items to passing visitors.   

 
 In town NWW members were busy turning.  People 
 would stop to watch and ask questions.  The event  
 was a great opportunity for the club members to  
 exhibit their skills and promote the club to the public.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you’ve never attended Arts Alive, mark it on your 
calendar for next year to attend and better yet 
participate.  The exposure will do you good. 
 
Ron Wehde 

 

LaConnor Arts Alive 

Bill Rawls and Bill Cowan turning a bowl they 
later sold. 

Dave Blair turning a small box. 

 

John Lee Mull, Sr. passed away suddenly at home on November 14, 2008. 

John was born Jan 3rd, 1942 in Rockford IL. He proudly served his country in the US Marine Corps. 
John retired from the Scott Paper/Kimberly Clark paper company in 2001 after 35 years of service. He 
took up wood turning and joined the club where he was known for his cheerful attitude and as a willing 
helper. 

John was a devoted husband, father and grandfather. He is survived by his wife Mary, children Noelle, 
John Jr., and Kara; grandchildren Brandon, Kendra, Jordan, and Eliyanah. 

 

In  Memoriam 
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Well, another year has passed and I find that it’s time to 
get started on those Christmas gifts that I said I would 
start in June and somehow didn’t.  
 
It’s also time to take a count of the blessings we’ve had 
and the things we’ve accomplished.   
 
The club has had some great demonstrators this year 
and some excellent classes.  We’ve grown to a member-
ship of 120.  Along the way we’ve lost a few members.  
People like Bob Dix, a founding member, Ron Grant and 
John Mull.   
 
That brings me to something I’d like to say.  Our club can 
teach us all of the techniques of turning and help us to 
add new skills but what matters most in our club is the 
people.  The friends we make, the time we share to-
gether. The laughs, the friendship and sometimes the 
sadness of losing a friend.  
  
I’m glad I’m a member of this club.  I cherish the time I’ve 
spent with the people in this club and I’ll miss the ones 
that have left us.  I know some of you well and others I 
don’t know at all so for me my goal next year will be to 
meet new people and make new friends and possibly 
learn how to use a skew. 
 
I hope all of you have a great Holiday and I look forward 
to seeing all of you next year. 
 
As always, please send me an e-mail if you have a com-
ment on the newsletter and how to improve it. 
 
Ron Wehde 
rmwehde@comcast.net 

Shavings from the editor’s floor 
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TURNING UP CLOSE 
 

Do you ever wish you could zoom in on small items you are turning?  Or when doing detail work on a turned 
piece?  Now you can.  MagEyes are here!  They are comfortable,  light weight and very effective. 

  
We are stocking two styles.  The Hobbyist which is open in back (the style that 
Bonnie Klein touted when she was here last winter). 

 
 
The 360 which wraps completely around 
your head w/ Velcro adjustment.  Both 
styles come with two high grade optical 
quality lenses that provide 1.6X or 2.0X 

                                                      magnification.  
   

Two stronger power lenses ( 2.25X & 2.75X) are also available and we will be stocking a limited number of those.  
The stronger the power the closer the focal length.  The 1.6X has a focal length of  12-14” and is great for general 
turning use.  The other lenses are more applicable for detail work.  It’s easy to change from one lense to another. 
 
The MagEyes are very lightweight and comfortable and flip up out of the way in a second.  One of the best fea-
tures is that it is easy to look over them and under them for normal vision without having to move them out of the 
way.  Check them out at www.mageyes.com 

Turning Accessories 

 

NEW DVDS IN OUR LIBRARY 
 

We have recently added several new DVDs to our club library.  Several will be of particular benefit to our begin-
ning turners while others will be a resource for both beginning and experienced turners.  In most cases we or-
dered 2 copies in order to make these DVDs available to more turners. 
 

Richard Raffan           TURNING WOOD (2 copies) 
     The ideal companion to Raffan’s book of the same name.  One of the most complete guides to basic turning. 
Bonnie Klein               BASIC TECHNIQUES (2 copies) 
     A great guide to basic techniques and their application to some fun projects. 
Alan Lacer                  WOODTURNING-GETTING STARTED (2 copies)   
     This book talks about all the equipment and tools involved in basic turning.   A highly recommended view  
     before starting turning. 
Gary Rance                WOODTURNING TECHNIQUES (1 copy) 
     Very well done guide to the basics of woodturning from the perspective of a professional British turner trained 
     In the classical tradition. 
Mike Mahoney             BOWL TURNING BASICS  (2 copies) 
     Everything you need to know (after mastering basic techniques) to turn beautiful bowls. 
AAW’s                        FUNDAMENTALS OF SHARPENING (2 copies) 
     Features Bonnie Klein, Alan Lacer, John Jordan & Bill Johnston teaching their favorite sharpening techniques. 
John Jordan                AESTHETICS & PROPERTIES OF WOOD (2 copies) 
     A 2 DVD set covering properties of wood, preparing wood for the lathe, wood orientation on the lathe and  
     much more.  This DVD will be of help to turners at all levels. 
Curt Theobold             INTRODUCTION TO SEGMENTED TURNING 
     The title says it all, presented by one of the foremost segmented turners. 
 

     Be sure to check these out at our next meeting! 
 

     Rick Anderson 
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Members  Gallery 



7 

Members  Gallery 



Members  Gallery 
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This space is set aside for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood. etc. Please 
submit your ad to Ron Wehde (rmwehde@comcast.net) by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him 
at the meeting. for inclusion in the next months newsletter. 

MORE WOODTURNING 
The magazine for turners. Published 10 
times a year by Fred Holder.  
One yr: $35.00; 
Two yrs: $70.00;  
Three yrs $105.00. 
Electronic version $25/yr. delivered from 
More Woodturning online at: 
www.morewoodturning.net 
Lots of great information for your browsing 
pleasure. 
More Woodturning 
PO Box 2168 
Snohomish WA 98291-2168 
Phone: 360-668-0976 
email: fred@morewoodturning.net 
 

 

Club Discounts Available: 
Show your Club Membership card and get 
10% off at Rockler’s and Crosscut  
Hardwoods 

 
 

A good source of myrtle, maple burl 

and other figured turning burls 
 
 
Got a tool or two you no longer 
need? Need an item related to wood-
turning (or general shop use)?  Con-
tact other members of the club here 
in the classified. 
 
 
 

Dunlap 9" x 32" (bench top) lathe 
that I have for sale. It has a 1/2 hp 
motor, live and dead centers, three 
face plates, and a four jaw wood 
chuck. The 1725 RPM motor is cou-
pled via (4) step pullies (V-belt) in the 
head and on the motor. It is also ca-
pable of out board turning, and the 
tail stock is adjustable for off center 
turning. This lathe is in perfect (like 
new) condition, and needs a new 
home now that I have ordered a big-
ger one that will cause this one be 
moved out of my small shop.  I am 
asking $250 for the package as de-
scribed above. I would be willing to 
bring it to the next club meeting or it 
can be seen here at my home in 
Anacortes. Once discovered I’m sure 
it won’t last long though. Also, I have 
a 1HP 3450 like new motor (110-220 
v) that I would take $50 for. It has a 
standard mounting base.  If a gen-
eral E-mailing is in order that would 
be great. 
Dave Balyeat 
360-420-4942 

Targo Woods 
1104 C Street Bldg. B 

Bellingham, WA 
 Just three blocks south of the old site. 

 www.targowoods.com [or] 
 www.hardwoodstoget.com 
 Local Bellingham wood source for 
 your projects. Hard woods, Burls, 
 Veneers. Wood to replace a leg on 
 a chair, make a whole dining room 
 set or turn a bowl, you will find it at 
 Targo. 
 
 Oby says: NWWoodturner Club 
 members will get 10% off on their 
 Purchases. 
 

Save on gas buy local. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Useful Website Links 
Note: 
Web links have been provided on 
our website rather than included in 
the newsletter. 
 
Please visit: 
www.northwestwashingtonwoodturners.org 

!!Raffle Wood!! 
Our wood raffle is an important 
source of income for the club.  
Please bring any surplus you can 
scrounge up but try to limit it to 
something you would enjoy turning 
yourself. 
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Classified 
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Classified 

Hi,  
 

My name is Richard Dennis. Woodturner. I have been turning Manzanita Burls for many years. For those 
of you who are not familiar with this elegant wood. Northern CA is one of the few places where manza-
nita forms burls at the base, making it a very distinctive and rare hardwood. It is highly figured, displaying 
a wide spectrum of colors: crimson red, browns, golds.  
 

Last year a forest fire ripped through our forest and in the process of fighting it, a lot of manzanita was 
uprooted. Through a special effort between myself and the Forest Service to make these rare burls avail-
able to woodturners and craftsmen, we would like to give you the opportunity to purchase some. The 
proceeds going toward reforestation efforts.  
 

We have choice turning burls, round or pear shaped, tall for candlesticks, short, fat, all shapes and sizes. 
If you have a special request, let me know, if I don't have it I'll probably run into it in the woods. I am al-
ways running across spectacular pieces of wood that I just know someone would be able to transform 
into a piece of art.  
 

If you would like to see pictures and a pricelist let me know via e-mail or call me at 530-949-5202  
 

If you are interested in buying in larger quantity we have a wholesale price list. We also have special 
prices for less than perfect turning burls, which some turners prefer to get a more characteristic, sculpted 
look. We also have many unusual pieces for bases and displays. We accept credit cards through pay 
pal, or personal checks. We have a special rate through UPS, but often ship common carrier whichever 
is cheapest. Your order will arrive within a week.  
 
Thank you, Rick Dennis 
 


