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Northwest Washington Woodturners 
A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners 

Monthly Newsletter for January 2010 

Northwest Washington 
Woodturners.... 

meets every third Thursday of the 
month except April when the meet-
ing is held the fourth Thursday. 
There is no meeting in December. 
We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in 
Mt.Vernon WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid 
street, exit 226. Turn east up Kincaid 
to So. 13th, turn right on 13th. Hill-
crest Park is approx. six blocks 
south on 13th. The lodge is located 
in the Northwest corner of the park-
ing lot beyond the tennis courts.  
Meetings are open to anyone inter-
ested in wood turning. All skill levels 
from beginners to advanced turners 
are welcome. 
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January  General  Meeting 
 
 After a great supper at Hillcrest, Gerrit called meeting to order 
at 6:30 with nearly a full house. New faces were introduce. Ger-
rit presented anew member packet to hand out to potential new 
members of the club. 
 
Gerrit acknowledged past and present board members and 
other worker bees with his note of thanks. 
 
Club challenge sheets were passed out. There are 4 issued this 
year designed to expand your art and turning skills. Jan/Feb. 
Lathe turned object with 3 or more flat surfaces. Mar/Apr. Lathe 
turned object with 4 or more complimenting surfaces. May/Jun, 
spindle turning with some offset turning, e.g. bead, cove, ogee, 
vee. Oct/Nov. Make a holiday ornament that is not the typical 
Icicle style.  Unfinished pieces and ideas will be discussed in 
Oct. and finished pieces presented in Nov. 
 
It was openly agreed that a question and answer session be 
held each meeting to help find solutions to your turning prob-
lems. 
 
Submit your Sawdust Saturday request to Dennis Shinn. Last 
Saturday each month is set aside for scheduling as needed. 
Sign up for those you desire with a $5 deposit to assure your 
space. Full face shield is also required at these events. Mentors 
and teachers are available. 
 
Tool requests for purchase or sale may be submitted to News-
letter editor, Ron Wehde for publication. 
 
Program chairman for this year is Bob Doop. He knows every-
body so look forward to a great year.  Scheduled thus far is: 
 
February - Don Pencil www.donpencil.com 
March - Molly Winton www.turningmaven.com 
May - Mike Jackofsky www.mikejackofsky.com 
July - Eric Lofstrom 
September - Don Derry www.donaldderry.com 
October - Steve Hatcher www.stephenhatcher.com  
 
John Gruenewald 
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The demonstrator this month is 
our very own Vern Leibrant of 
Everson. Vern started turning in 
1949 when he was just a tad 
and the only turner anywhere so 
he has developed his methods 
on his own. Vern turns 300 
bowls a year and markets them 
throughout the US as he travels 
to selected shows with his wife, 
Karen. He turns on a heavy, 
home built lathe done in one 
setting on faceplates. He DOES 
NOT HAVE A CHUCK IN HIS 
TOOLBOX. His demo this time 
was about a 10 incher, though 
he turns 36" if you wish. All 
Vern's turning is done green 

and he wet sands inside and out before removing the bowl. All the lathe work is done at 
this point. His drying technique is in plastic bags which he turns inside out daily for 3 
weeks or so, then he stacks and covers them for a few months prior to hand sanding and 
finishing. Vern's finish 
is 1 or 2 coats of Benite 
and several coats of 
gloss Profin. Each coat 
is dried to tack, then re-
coated. How does Vern 
price his ware? He 
says, whatever Karen 
likes. Vern has an open 
shop to visit if you like. 
Give him a call. 
 
 
John Gruenewald 

January  Demonstrator 
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The great attendance at the first meeting of the year was very gratifying to see.  I'm sure the lure of see-
ing Vern Leibrant demonstrate turning a bowl with his highly refined tools was a major reason.  Vern did 
a great job and showed us all what you can do without an inventory of expensive “signature gouges”. 
 
The wood raffle was exceptional, and hopefully wood of this quantity and caliber will continue to arrive at 
meeting throughout the year.  Our monthly wood raffles are a great help in keeping the club up and run-
ning. 
 
Again I want to thank everyone for the continued help with set up and clean up at the meetings.  More 
specifically I'd like to thank Julian for taking on the camera duties and getting our new trailer organized. 
 
February's meeting will have Don Pencil, another club member, demonstrating the use of his hollowing 
tools and buffing system.  Great stuff.  The demonstration promises to be very informative. 
 
Preceding Don's demonstration the top secret project will be introduced to the club.  It will be undergoing 
extensive field testing prior to its introduction, but just in case of malfunction at the meeting, I have dou-
ble checked that our major disaster insurance for the club is paid up. 
 
For those of you that are new to turning, rusty, or want to move your turning skills to a new level, club 
programs will provide you with lots of opportunities to learn and improve.  Hardworking members are 
busy developing a top notch mentor program, the sawdust Saturdays held on the last Saturday of the 
month provide great instruction for 8 people on the club lathes, and other programs such as play days 
will provide you with insights into a variety of skills, techniques, and fun stuff to expand your creative vo-
cabulary.  I hope everyone takes advantage of all that the club has to offer. 
 
I wanted to remind everyone of the challenge to produce an item of less volume than a 6” cube, with 
curves turned on a lathe and at least  three flats (planes).  These items are not judged in any way and 
are meant to expand your creative thought processes.  All goofy, and off the wall stuff is encouraged. 
 
Most important, you need to have fun!  This will be an ongoing theme as long as I'm around.  Most of us 
plow through life with work in order to provide security and  raise families, certainly worthy and neces-
sary, but quite often the “having fun along the way” part gets pushed aside. All of us have an inner child, 
and that is where true creativity seems to come from.  It involves cutting loose of the normal a little bit 
and thinking outside the box.  We can all help each other to develop the basic skills to do so safely and 
more comfortably. 
 
Life is short! 
 
Gerrit 

President’s  Message 
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Woodturners of Olympia, WA  
 

2010 Symposium   with   Alan Lacer 
 

3rd Annual Creativity in Woodturning 
 

Saturday July 24, 2010 
 

Work Shops : July 25th & 26th & 27th 
 

Work Shop Location & Program to be determined. 
 

 

Alan Lacer 
Alan Lacer has been involved in the turning field for over thirty years as a turner, teacher, writer, 
exhibition coordinator, demonstrator and past president of the American Association of Woodturn-
ers.  His work has appeared in a number of regional and national exhibitions.  Alan has been a 
regular instructor and demonstrator of the craft  -  having worked in all 50 states as well as 4 for-

eign countries.  His writings have covered technical aspects of woodturn-
ing, many specific projects, stories related to both contemporary and his-
torical woodturning and the long turning traditions of Japan and Ger-
many.  He has also produced three videos on his own, with two of them 
winning a total of four national awards.  In 1999 the American Associa-
tion of Woodturners awarded him their Lifetime Honorary Member Award 
for his contributions to the field. 
 
  (see www.northwestwashingtonwoodturners.org calendar of other clubs for more info) 

 

Christian Burchard Demo And Class 
 

Christian Burchard will be at the Vancouver Woodturners Guild to do a demon-
stration and class on February 28 and March 1. 
Christian's all day demo will be on Sunday, February 28 starting at 9:00 a.m.  
He is going to turn his signature spheres and basket forms. The hands on 
class will be on Saturday, March 1 at Island Woodcraft.  The class will allow 
the students to try their hands at the same forms. 
 
 

 

Mark Sfirri 
Mark Sfirri will be at the Vancouver Woodturners Guild May 29th.  Mark is 
known for his multiple axes turning.  (More information to come later) 
 
 

 

 

 

Upcoming  Events 



 Revised   2/10/10 Event Demonstrator Subject 

  February 18th General Meeting Don Pencil Hollow Forms 

    23rd Board Meeting     

    27th Sawdust Saturday   Turning Scoops & Goblets 

  March 18th General Meeting Molly Winton Turning & Pyrography 

    19th Class  Molly Winton Turning & Pyrography  

    23rd Board Meeting     

    27th Sawdust Saturday   Natural Edge Bowls 

  April 3rd & 4th Woodfest     

    15th General Meeting Jack McDaniel Hollow Forms 

    17th Play Day at Hillcrest     

    24th Sawdust Saturday   Lidded Boxes 

    27th Board Meeting     

  May 15th & 16th Camping Weekend Mike Jakofsky Hollow Forms 

    20th General Meeting     

    21st & 22nd Class with Mike Jakofsky     

    25th Board Meeting     

  June 17th General Meeting     

    17th-20th AAW Conference     

    22nd Board Meeting     

    26th Sawdust Saturday   Top Turning Class 

 July 9th-11th Hills to Mills Deming Woodworking & Craft Show 

   15th General Meeting Eric Lofstrorm   

    17th Top Turning Hillcrest Park   

    24th Sawdust Saturday    Tool Sharpening & Machine Maint. 

    27th Board Meeting     

 August 1st Top Turning in Bellingham   

  6th-8th Anacortes Arts Festival  Turning Demo 

   21st Picnic     

    24th Board Meeting     

    28th Sawdust Saturday     

  September 10th-12th West Coast Roundup     

    16th General Meeting Don Derry  

    17th Class Don Derry Airbrushing 

    18th Class Don Derry Hollow Forms  

  18th-19th Camping Weekend   

    25th Sawdust Saturday Turning Pens   

    28th Board Meeting     

  October 21st General Meeting Steve Hatcher   

    23rd Sawdust Saturday   Non icicle Christmas ornament 

    26th Board Meeting     

  November 5th-7th Art's Alive in LaConner     

    18th General Meeting   Christmas Potluck 

    23rd Board Meeting     

5 

Calendar 
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Our new mentoring program for beginning turners will be based around the AAW Teaching Woodturning 
Basics teaching guide that was developed by veteran woodturning instructors Phil Brannon, Kip Chris-
tensen, Alan Lacer, Michael Mocho and Bonnie Klein. This program focuses on learning spindle turning 
basics as a way to master tool control which can then be applied to most modes of turning. 
 
Our initial group of basic turning mentors will be meeting February 6th to refine our program.  An email 
will be sent out shortly following with information on how to access a mentor.  Thanks to George Way, 
Lucinda Van Valkenburg, Bob Doop, Fred Holder, Dave Blair, Melanie Mankamyer and Jim Short for 
volunteering to be basic turning mentors!  This group is spread out geographically so that members will 
not have to travel far to receive mentoring. 
We gave the AAW  teaching guide a trial run this past Saturday at our Let’s Start Turning Sawdust Sat-
urday session and found it to work very well.   
 
In addition to the basic mentoring program, we will be developing a list of volunteer mentors with exper-
tise in specialty subjects (such as hollowing, texturing, bowl turning, etc.) as well as more advanced 
turning skills.  At the next meeting there will be a sign up sheet available to develop this list of mentors 
and we encourage those with experience to sign up and share their skills with our membership.  If you 
don’t see a specialty on the list and would like to provide mentoring for that specialty….or would like to 
be mentored on that subject, please add it to the list. 
 
Rick Anderson 

Mentoring  News 
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The 2010 Sawdust Saturday program got off 
to a great start with this month’s ‘Lets Get 
Started Turning’ session. With a mentor/
student ratio of 1:1 everyone got full time im-
mediate feedback and support. 
   This past year Northwest Washington Wood-
turners began developing the Sawdust Satur-
day continuing education program to provide 
learning opportunities for the club membership 
at large.  A group of the more advanced club 
members give of their time and expertise to 
assist newer members in  their efforts to in-
crease their skill level and to increase their 

skill level and to ex-
plore a variety of 
turning techniques. This first session of the new year focused introduction to 
turning or, as Uncle Bob would have it, “Turning 101”.increase their skill level 
and to explore a variety of turning techniques. This first 
session of the new year focused introduction to turning or, 
as Uncle Bob would have it, “Turning 101”. 
     Mentor program chair Rick Anderson began this 
month’s class with the ever important discussion on safety 
while working at the lathe. As we’ve announced at the 
general meetings, we take safety very seriously. We cer-
tainly hope you do, too.  The club has adopted the Ameri-
can Association of Woodturners’ (AAW) syllabus as the 
curriculum for teaching introduction woodturning. This ap-
proach focuses on spindle turning and introduces the 
three basic tools with which most all spindle work is done: 
the spindle roughing gouge, the parting tool and the spin-

dle gouge. With these three tools you can ac-
complish any basic spindle turning project.  Ma-
jor thank yous to our group of instructors: 
Melanie Mankamyer,  Bob Doop, Dave Blair, 
Rick Anderson - mentor program chair, and Jim 
Short. These are the people who make the 
Sawdust Saturday program such a success. 
And of course it would be next to impossible to 
have these sessions without the generous use 
of Gerrit’s shop space. I would urge anyone who feels a need for 
assistance in getting their turning hobby off on the right foot to ex-
press their interest in holding additional novice level classes. 
 
This is your club; we want you to get as much  out of it as possible. 
 
Dennis Shinn 
SawdustSaturday@anatechsys.com 

Rick Anderson reviews the importance of safety working 

around and with the lathe. 

Bob Doop sets the stage for 

beginning spindle turning 

Melanie Mankamyer 

describes the lathe 

components and 

their 

Up close and personal. Club members share 

their expertise and time helping others get 

off on the right foot with their turning hobby. 

Sawdust  Saturday 
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TURNING UP CLOSE 
 

Do you ever wish you could zoom in on small items you are turning?  Or when doing detail work on a turned 
piece?  Now you can.  MagEyes are here!  They are comfortable,  light weight and very effective. 

  
We are stocking two styles.  The Hobbyist which is open in back (the 
style that Bonnie Klein touted when she was here last winter). 
 

 
The 360 which wraps completely 
around your head w/ Velcro adjustment.  
Both styles come with two high grade 
optical quality lenses that provide 1.6X 
or 2.0X  magnification.  

 
   

Two stronger power lenses ( 2.25X & 2.75X) are also available and we will 
be stocking a limited number of those.  The stronger the power the closer the focal length.  The 1.6X has a fo-
cal length of  12-14” and is great for general turning use.  The other lenses are more applicable for detail work.  
It’s easy to change from one lens to another. 
 
The MagEyes are very lightweight and comfortable and flip up out of the way in a second.  One of the best fea-
tures is that it is easy to look over them and under them for normal vision without having to move them out of 
the way.  Check them out at www.mageyes.com 

 

NEW DVDS IN OUR LIBRARY 
 

We have recently added several new DVDs to our club library.  Several will be of particular benefit to our be-
ginning turners while others will be a resource for both beginning and experienced turners.  In most cases we 
ordered 2 copies in order to make these DVDs available to more turners. 

 

  Richard Raffan   TURNING WOOD (2 copies) 
     The ideal companion to Raffan’s book of the same name.  One of the most complete guides to basic turning. 
  Bonnie Klein    BASIC TECHNIQUES (2 copies) 
     A great guide to basic techniques and their application to some fun projects. 
  Alan Lacer    WOODTURNING-GETTING STARTED (2 copies)   
     This book talks about all the equipment and tools involved in basic turning.   A highly recommended view  
     before starting turning. 
  Gary Rance    WOODTURNING TECHNIQUES (1 copy) 
     Very well done guide to the basics of woodturning from the perspective of a professional British turner trained 
     In the classical tradition. 
  Mike Mahoney   BOWL TURNING BASICS  (2 copies) 
     Everything you need to know (after mastering basic techniques) to turn beautiful bowls. 
  AAW’s     FUNDAMENTALS OF SHARPENING (2 copies) 
     Features Bonnie Klein, Alan Lacer, John Jordan & Bill Johnston teaching their favorite sharpening techniques. 
  John Jordan    AESTHETICS & PROPERTIES OF WOOD (2 copies) 
     A 2 DVD set covering properties of wood, preparing wood for the lathe, wood orientation on the lathe and  
     much more.  This DVD will be of help to turners at all levels. 
  Curt Theobold   INTRODUCTION TO SEGMENTED TURNING 
     The title says it all, presented by one of the foremost segmented turners. 
 

     Be sure to check these out at our next meeting! 
 

   Rick Anderson 

Turning  Accessories 
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Art Learmonth 

9”  Cherry  Bowl 

Bill Cowan 

3” X 9”  Alder  Bowl 

Bill Cowan 

2 1/2” X 10”   Cherry  Bowl 

Bill Cowan 

9”   Madrona  Bowl 

Chic Murray 

12” X 5”   Birch & Cocobolo   Bowl 

Chic Murray 

11” X 4”   Figured Maple  Bowl 

Member’s  Gallery 
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Cotty  Howe 

12” X 6”  Walnut & Ebony  Bowl 

Cotty  Howe 

13” X 3”  Maple  Bowl 

Dennis  Shinn Don  Pencil 

Don  Pencil Fred  Holder 

Member’s  Gallery 
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Fred  Holder 

Maroni  Box 

Fred  Holder 

Fred  Holder 

Maple  ( 3 planes challenge) 

Fred  Holder 

Jack  Northey James  Fox 

Member’s  Gallery 
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James  Murphy 

Maple burl, Ebony & Amboyna 

Jean  Brock 

Maple  Bowl 

Jim  Short 

8”  Cedar  Platter 

Jim  Short 

7” X 5”  Spalted Maple Bowl 

Jim  Short Jim  Short 

11” X 5”  Maple  Bowl Monkey Puzzle   
(President’s  Challenge) 

Member’s  Gallery 
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John  Gruenewald 

2 1/4” X 3”  Walnut & Holly 

Melanie  Mankamyer 

4” X 3” Maple Wine Bottle Coaster 

Mike  Young Mike  Young 

Natural Edge Maple Platter 17” Natural Edge Maple Burl 

Mildred  Holder Mildred  Holder 
Madrone  Box 

Member’s  Gallery 
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Mildred  Holder 

Eastern Maple   
(President’s  Challenge) 

Mildred  Holder 

Elm 

Mildred  Holder Nathan  Vanderpool 

Madrone 

Nathan  Vanderpool Nathan  Vanderpool 

Madrone Maple 

Member’s  Gallery 
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Russ  Brock 

Cherry  Plate 

Member’s  Gallery 

!! Raffle Wood !! 
 

Our wood raffle is an important 
source of income for the club.  
Please bring any surplus you can 
scrounge up but try to limit it to 
something you would enjoy turn-
ing yourself. 

Useful Website Links 
 

Note: 
Web links have been provided on our 
website rather than included in the 
newsletter. 
 
Please visit: 
www.northwestwashingtonwoodturners.org 



This space is set aside for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood. etc. 
Please submit your ad to Ron Wehde (rmwehde@comcast.net) by the last Thursday of the month or 
submit it to him at the meeting for inclusion in the next months newsletter. 

MORE WOODTURNING 
 

The magazine for turners. Published 10 
times a year by Fred Holder.  
One yr: $35.00; 
Two yrs: $70.00;  
Three yrs $105.00. 
Electronic version $25/yr. delivered from 
More Woodturning online at: 
www.morewoodturning.net 
Lots of great information for your browsing 
pleasure. 
 

More Woodturning 
PO Box 2168 
Snohomish WA 98291-2168 
Phone: 360-668-0976 
email: fred@morewoodturning.net 
 

 

Club Discounts Available: 
Show your Club Membership card and get 
10% off at Rockler’s and Crosscut Hardwoods 
 
 

Targo Woods 
1104 C Street Bldg. B 

Bellingham, WA 
 Just three blocks south of the old site. 

www.targowoods.com [or] 
ww.hardwoodstoget.com 

 

 Local Bellingham wood source for your 
projects. Hard woods, Burls, Veneers. 
Wood to replace a leg on a chair, make a 
whole dining room set or turn a bowl, you 
will find it at Targo. 
 

 Oby says: NWWoodturner Club  members 
will get 10% off on their  Purchases. 
 

Save on gas buy local. 
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Classified  Ads 



Club Contacts: 
 

President 

Gerrit  Van Ness     360-757-2205 
van_ness@earthlink.net 
 

Vice President 

George Way     360-293-7305 
grway@verizon.net 
 

Secretary 

Laura Matthews     360-757-7730 
lmatthews@wavecable.com 
John Gruenewald     360-299-4564 
Vjgruen@fidalgo.net 
 

Treasurer 

Greg Anderson     360-691-1744 
ganderson59802@yahoo.com 
 

Member at Large 
Les Books      360-293-5067 
lbooks@aol.com 
Dave Blair      360-733-3911 
dlblair39@clearwire.net  
Jean Brock      360-966-4058 
jbirock@msn.com  
Jerry Holmes     360-293-4529 
loggerJerry@hotmail.com 
 

Programs Chairman 
Bob Doop    360-293-4522 
Bob.doop@fidalgo.net 
 

Membership Chairman 
Melanie Mankamyer  360-766-7004 
sjandmm@fidalgo.net 
 

Education Chairman 
Rick Anderson   360-671-0532 
rick@gardenarches.com 
 

Sawdust Saturday Chairman 
Dennis Shinn    360-854-9909 
hdshinn@eskimo.com 
 

Events Chairman 
Lucinda VanValkenburg  360-435-5051 
licinda@valleyint.com 
 

Newsletter 
Ron Wehde      425-745-9851 
rmwehde@comcast.net 
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DUNLAP 9" x 32"  
(bench top) lathe that I have for 
sale. It has a 1/2 hp motor, live and 
dead centers, three face plates, and 
a four jaw wood chuck. The 1725 
RPM motor is coupled via (4) step 
pullies (V-belt) in the head and on 
the motor. It is also capable of out 
board turning, and the tail stock is 
adjustable for off center turning. 
This lathe is in perfect (like new) 
condition, and needs a new home 
now that I have ordered a bigger 
one that will cause this one be 
moved out of my small shop.  I am 
asking $250 for the package as de-
scribed above. I would be willing to 
bring it to the next club meeting or it 
can be seen here at my home in 
Anacortes. Once discovered I’m 
sure it won’t last long though. Also, I 
have a 1HP 3450 like new motor 
(110-220 v) that I would take $50 
for. It has a standard mounting 
base.  If a general E-mailing is in 
order that would be great. 
 
Dave Balyeat 
360-420-4942 

Classified  Ads 


