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Northwest Washington Woodturners 
A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners 

Monthly Newsletter for March 2010 

Northwest Washington 
Woodturners.... 

meets every third Thursday of the 
month except April when the meeting 
is held the fourth Thursday. There is 
no meeting in December. 
We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in 
Mt.Vernon WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid 
street, exit 226. Turn east up Kincaid 
to So. 13th, turn right on 13th. Hill-
crest Park is approx. six blocks south 
on 13th. The lodge is located in the 
Northwest corner of the parking lot 
beyond the tennis courts.  Meetings 
are open to anyone interested in 
wood turning. All skill levels from be-
ginners to advanced turners are wel-
come. 
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March  General  Meeting 
 

Gerrit opened the meeting with an expression of thanks to Julian 
Lee and Rick Erb for their work to finish the interior of the trailer 
for hauling and storing the club treasures. Thanks also to Jerry 
Holmes for transporting the trailer. 
 

A couple of books on woodturning were recommended for inspi-
ration, “Woodturning Masters, Major Works by Leading Artists”, 
and “Ellsworth on Woodturning”. Molly Winton suggested a book 
on pyrography by Susan Walters.  Gerrit felt his question and an-
swer session fell flat at the last meeting, but it might be a good 
program to continue. The question asked was, Is my Anchor Seal 
spoiled beyond using if it is separated and congealed. The an-
swer from the floor was “ No, it just needs to be reconstituted by 
agitation or the addition of some liquid, a bit of water or perhaps 
vinegar. “ 
 

Gerrit may work into his schedule some sessions in his shop for 
members who are interested in learning a bit more about texture, 
color, shape, and just in general inspiration. 
 

George Way reported that the membership meeting for April 15th 
will be held at the Burlington Community Center at 6:30. We will 
not be serving dinner for that meeting.  The payday scheduled for 
Saturday the 17th will be at the Burlington High School. Signage 
will be provided to direct you to the proper place 
 

Jean Brock is working on a resource guide for the club. If you 
have any thing to put in it contact her at jbirock@msn.com. 
 

Dennis Shinn reported on sawdust Saturdays. The last one was 
on scoops and there were several examples on the instant gal-
lery table. The next sawdust Saturday will be March 27th and the 
subject will be natural edge bowls. Mike Young, George Way and 
Bob Doop will be instructing. The April Sawdust Saturday will be 
on the subject of lidded boxes. 
 

Dave Blair is standing in for Lucinda, who has had to step back 
from chairmanship of the shows committee. He is looking for peo-
ple to participate at Woodfest in Sedro Woolley on April 10 
and 11. 
 

Melanie reported for Rick on the mentoring program. It is up and 
running and a list of mentors is available. A list for specialty men-
toring is being worked on. 
 

The program for April will be a demonstration by Fred Holder, 
making Chinese Balls. 
 

Laura  Matthews 
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We are all encourage to become members of American Association of Woodturners. Among the benefits are 
six issues of a wonderful magazine each year,  automatic participation in periodic drawing for prizes, 25% off 
a stay at Anderson Ranch, and numerous other benefits, go to www,woodturner.org/org/mbrship/ to see it all. 

 

Tickets are on sale for a “Day in the shop with Gerrit for this month and next.  Drawing will be in April. 
 

Julian talked about the camping weekends that he has scheduled at the Deming Log Show grounds on May 
15 - 16 and Sept 18 -19. He will need someone to tow the club trailer. These campouts are like a weekend 
long play day. 

Molly Winton presented the program for the eve-
ning.  She said Graeme Priddle inspired her to 
find her own signature in her work and she has 
not looked back since.   
Molly uses pyrography and simple design in all 
her work and incorporates it in different ways. 
She uses a 130 watt Detail Master wood burner 
for her pyrography and branding.  It provides 
enough heat to do the job and holds up very well.   
The burning tips she uses the most are a 10 A, 
and 6 A.  A new tip should be sharpened and an-
nealed before using.  To anneal a tip she turns 

the burner up to high and lets the tip get cherry red.  
She then turns off the burner and lets the tip cool.  
Molly also makes her own brands using 20 gauge 
nichrome wire.   
Molly's designs are most often blackened in one way 
or another.  Molly uses black leather dye or black 
gesso paint to make the areas black that are not 
burned or branded, depending on the design. The dye 
runs, so it is not used if there is more than one color 
or some part of the piece is left the natural wood color. 
Often when burning, stains from the burner will be left 
on the wood. These stains can be removed by using 
rubbing alcohol on a rag. 
 
John Gruenewald 

 

General Meeting  Cont. 

March  Demonstrator 
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In case anyone didn't notice, we had a great turnout at the March meeting, where Molly Winton gave us a 
great demonstration, as usual.  We had 80 people including spouses in attendance!  Keep up the good 
work  
 

Thanks to Tulip Festival, we are not at Hillcrest for the April meeting.  We will be at the Burlington Rec 
Center, thanks to a great effort by our fearless Vice President, George Way.   Fred Holder will be demon-
strating his Chinese ball magic for us. 
 

I have heard a few grumblings about the new attention getter being somewhat offensive to some of you. 
I assure all of you that there was no intent whatsoever to offend anyone of any gender.  The purpose of 
our new inanimate member is to call the meeting to order in a humorous manner, and have the club mem-
bers participate in some way adding to her wardrobe or adornment via turning items or whatever one 
might conspire.  If the head offends a few, keep in mind it is removable and you are welcome to make a 
different head for her.....surprise us!  Innovation, creativity and having fun will be the ongoing theme as 
long as I lead you through the next two years. 
 

Any of you that would like some help with form, design, texture, color, etc, I will be holding open sessions 
in my shop for critiquing your work and discussion of possible ways to enhance, or improve. 
These will be free for all sessions where you can work on texture and design, participate in open discus-
sions and will be come and go as you please.  For starters, I will have my doors open to help on 
April 3rd ,  May 1st , May 15th , and June 5th.   You will need to bring any work you want to talk about, prac-
tice or “throw away” stuff, or work that you have started and would like to talk about the directions that 
might be taken to complete the work.  I'll be in my shop from 8:30 AM and be available up until 2-3 in the 
afternoon.  Please let me know in advance if you plan on showing up  
 

The club owes Melanie a great debt of gratitude for all of her work.  She has taken up a substantial, dis-
proportionate share of club business, and finally the combined work for the club and her responsibilities of 
keeping an engineering company up and running profitably have caught up with her. She will continue to 
take care of all the raffle stuff, but has understandably stepped back from the other club business that 
was laid at her feet.  THANK YOU MELANIE! 
 

Laura Preston has graciously volunteered to help with the membership chores.  The club needs a volun-
teer to step up and head up the membership enrollment duties, with Laura remaining on board to help 
with those duties  
 

Lucinda has stepped back from her job as activities chair, also due to being swamped with other work.  
She has done a great job for us with the help of Dave Blair, who has agreed to keep the activities ball roll-
ing, but he too needs someone else to help spread the load.  THANK YOU LUCINDA! 
 

Anyone interested in giving a hand with either the membership or activities, or want to find out what's in-
volved, contact me, Dave Blair (activities), or Melanie (membership). 
 

It is important that we spread the load so that no one person gets “burned out”.  Since the club will con-
tinue to be successful only through volunteering, and through the financial support of all of us, any help 
will be appreciated by all.  
 

Don't forget about the meeting location change, and play day in the Burlington/Edison cafeteria on Satur-
day the 17th of April. 
 

Learn lots, turn safely, have fun! 
 

Gerrit 

President’s  Message 
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MENTORING NEWS 
 
Our Basic Mentoring program is now available for beginning turners…..or for those want-
ing to brush up on basic turning skills.  Based around the AAW Teaching Woodturning Ba-
sics teaching guide, the program focuses on learning spindle turning basics as a way to 
master tool control which can then be applied to most other modes of turning.  Our basic 
turning mentors are George Way, Lucinda Van Valkenburg, Bob Doop, Fred Holder, Dave 
Blair, Melanie Mankamyer, Jim Short and Rick Anderson.  Contact a mentor near you if 
you would like to be mentored in basic skills. 
 
In addition to the basic mentoring program, we have developed a list of volunteer mentors 
with expertise in specialty subjects (such as hollowing, texturing, bowl turning, etc.) as 
well as more advanced turning skills.  An email will be sent out soon with a list of our spe-
cialty mentors and their area of expertise.  This is a great opportunity to advance your 
skills.  And if you have skill and experience in a specialized area of woodturning, we en-
courage you to sign up and share your skills with your fellow members.   
 
If you are in need of mentoring, contact a mentor and set up a time to meet! 
 
Rick Anderson 
360-319-7600 

Mentoring  News 



Sawdust  Saturday 
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Turning Natural Edge Bowls 
Some times called ‘live edge’ work, the March Sawdust Sat-

urday focused attention on how to go about making a bowl 

with what we’ll call a natural edge. We had a full session and 

everyone gained a better understanding of tool control for 

“turning air”. 

That last term, turning air, refers to the fact that for half the 

time spent turning pieces like these the 

tool isn’t actually in contact with the 

wood. Rather it’s passing from one 

‘wing’ of the bowl to the other. Thus 

the expression ‘turning air. It sounds 

complicated and difficult but again with 

the able instruction by our generous 

club members Mike Young, Jerry 

Holmes, Rick Anderson and 

of course the venerable Mr. 

Doop, it soon became clear 

that creating these marvelous 

organic forms was within 

anyone’s grasp.  The recur-

rent theme through all our SS 

sessions is Practice, Practice, Prac-

tice! 

Three methods of starting natural 

edge work were explained and eve-

ryone had a chance to try each one: 

Face plate & glue block, scroll 

chuck wood screw and between 

centers. Each approach offers some 

advantages and has some have dis-

advantages. 

The intent of each was to create a 

foot on the blank so it could be 

mounted directly in the scroll chuck 

for actual turning.  The outside of 

the piece is also usually finish 

turned before rechucking to turn out 

the interior of the bowl. 

Mike brought some gorgeous fresh cut plum. There was more 

than enough for everyone to work with. The color in the plum 

was wonderful. Several people took home pieces of what was 

left so we’re really looking forward to next meeting to see 

what they’ve created. 

Doing What Comes Naturally 

We really urge any of 

you that have thought 

about taking part in 

one of our SS sessions 

to talk to those that 

have. I think you’ll be 

reassured that it’s a 

relaxed atmosphere.  

We make these pro-

grams available for our 

membership to learn 

and have fun. The em-

phasis isn’t necessarily on 

creating a finished piece.  The 

point of these sessions is to 

help you, the members be-

come familiar and comfort-

able with different aspects of 

turning. 

The April class, Turning Lid-

ded Boxes, is currently full. 

Those signed up are: Pat 

Hudgens, Rick Braun, Evan 

Einfeld, Laura Preston, Dave 

Peters, Reef Morales, Greg 

Anderson and James Fox. If 

you’re on the list and can’t 

make it we’ll have to know at 

the next meeting so someone 

on the waiting list can have a 

chance at your spot. 

There will be no Sawdust Saturday session in May 

due to a two day hollowing class with Mike Jack-

ofsky. See his work at: www.mikejackofsky.com. 

 

Turn Safe! Dennis 
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Woodturners of Olympia, WA  
 

2010 Symposium   with   Alan Lacer 
 

3rd Annual Creativity in Woodturning 
 

Saturday July 24, 2010 
 

Work Shops : July 25th & 26th & 27th 
 

Work Shop Location & Program to be determined. 
 

 

Alan Lacer 
Alan Lacer has been involved in the turning field for over thirty years as a turner, teacher, writer, 
exhibition coordinator, demonstrator and past president of the American Association of Woodturn-
ers.  His work has appeared in a number of regional and national exhibitions.  Alan has been a 
regular instructor and demonstrator of the craft  -  having worked in all 50 states as well as 4 for-

eign countries.  His writings have covered technical aspects of woodturn-
ing, many specific projects, stories related to both contemporary and his-
torical woodturning and the long turning traditions of Japan and Ger-
many.  He has also produced three videos on his own, with two of them 
winning a total of four national awards.  In 1999 the American Associa-
tion of Woodturners awarded him their Lifetime Honorary Member Award 
for his contributions to the field. 
 
  (see www.northwestwashingtonwoodturners.org calendar of other clubs for more info) 

 

Christian Burchard Demo And Class 
 

Christian Burchard will be at the Vancouver Woodturners Guild to do a demon-
stration and class on February 28 and March 1. 
Christian's all day demo will be on Sunday, February 28 starting at 9:00 a.m.  
He is going to turn his signature spheres and basket forms. The hands on 
class will be on Saturday, March 1 at Island Woodcraft.  The class will allow 
the students to try their hands at the same forms. 
 
 

 

Mark Sfirri 
Mark Sfirri will be at the Vancouver Woodturners Guild May 29th.  Mark is 
known for his multiple axes turning.  (More information to come later) 
 
 

 

 

 

Upcoming  Events 



 Revised   03/03/10 Event Program Subject 

  March 18th General Membership Meeting Molly Winton Turning & Pyrography 

    19th Class Molly Winton Turning & Pyrography 

    23rd Board Meeting     

    27th Sawdust Saturday   Natural Edge Bowls 

  April 10th & 11th Sedro Woolley Woodfest   www.sedro-woolley.com  

    15th General Membership Meeting Fred  Holder  

    17th Play Day     

    24th Sawdust Saturday   Lidded Boxes 

    27th Board Meeting     

  May 15th & 16th Camping Weekend   

    20th General Membership Meeting  Mike Jakofsky Hollow Forms 

    21st & 22nd Class with Mike Jakofsky   Hollow Forms 

    25th Board Meeting     

  June 17th General Membership Meeting  Jack  McDaniel   

    17th-20th AAW Conference   Connecticut Convention Center  

    22nd Board Meeting     

    26th Sawdust Saturday   Top Turning Class 

 July 9th-11th Hills to Mills Deming Woodworking & Craft Show 

   15th General Membership Meeting Eric Lofstrorm   

    17th Top Turning Hillcrest Park   

    24th Sawdust Saturday    Tool Sharpening & Machine Maint. 

    27th Board Meeting     

 August 1st Top Turning in Bellingham  Bloedel Donovan Park 

  6th-8th Anacortes Arts Festival  Turning Demo 

   21st Picnic     

    24th Board Meeting     

    28th Sawdust Saturday    Hollow Forms 

  September 10th-12th West Coast Roundup   Vancouver Woodturners Symposium  

    16th General Membership Meeting Don Derry  

    17th Class Don Derry Airbrushing 

    18th Class Don Derry Shapes and Forms  

  18th-19th Camping Weekend   

    25th Sawdust Saturday Turning Pens   

    28th Board Meeting     

  October 21st General Membership Meeting Steve Hatcher   

    23rd Sawdust Saturday   Non icicle Christmas ornament 

    26th Board Meeting     

  November 5th-7th Art's Alive in La Conner     

    18th General Membership Meeting   Christmas Potluck ! 

    23rd Board Meeting     

  29th Marc Sfirri Demo  Vancouver 

  24th Creativity in Woodturning  www.woodturnersofolympia.org 

7 

Calendar 



8 

 

TURNING UP CLOSE 
 

Do you ever wish you could zoom in on small items you are turning?  Or when doing detail work on a turned 
piece?  Now you can.  MagEyes are here!  They are comfortable,  light weight and very effective. 

  
We are stocking two styles.  The Hobbyist which is open in back (the 
style that Bonnie Klein touted when she was here last winter). 
 

 
The 360 which wraps completely 
around your head w/ Velcro adjustment.  
Both styles come with two high grade 
optical quality lenses that provide 1.6X 
or 2.0X  magnification.  

 
   

Two stronger power lenses ( 2.25X & 2.75X) are also available and we will 
be stocking a limited number of those.  The stronger the power the closer the focal length.  The 1.6X has a fo-
cal length of  12-14” and is great for general turning use.  The other lenses are more applicable for detail work.  
It’s easy to change from one lens to another. 
 
The MagEyes are very lightweight and comfortable and flip up out of the way in a second.  One of the best fea-
tures is that it is easy to look over them and under them for normal vision without having to move them out of 
the way.  Check them out at www.mageyes.com 

 

NEW DVDS IN OUR LIBRARY 
 

We have recently added several new DVDs to our club library.  Several will be of particular benefit to our be-
ginning turners while others will be a resource for both beginning and experienced turners.  In most cases we 
ordered 2 copies in order to make these DVDs available to more turners. 

 

  Richard Raffan   TURNING WOOD (2 copies) 
     The ideal companion to Raffan’s book of the same name.  One of the most complete guides to basic turning. 
  Bonnie Klein    BASIC TECHNIQUES (2 copies) 
     A great guide to basic techniques and their application to some fun projects. 
  Alan Lacer    WOODTURNING-GETTING STARTED (2 copies)   
     This book talks about all the equipment and tools involved in basic turning.   A highly recommended view  
     before starting turning. 
  Gary Rance    WOODTURNING TECHNIQUES (1 copy) 
     Very well done guide to the basics of woodturning from the perspective of a professional British turner trained 
     In the classical tradition. 
  Mike Mahoney   BOWL TURNING BASICS  (2 copies) 
     Everything you need to know (after mastering basic techniques) to turn beautiful bowls. 
  AAW’s     FUNDAMENTALS OF SHARPENING (2 copies) 
     Features Bonnie Klein, Alan Lacer, John Jordan & Bill Johnston teaching their favorite sharpening techniques. 
  John Jordan    AESTHETICS & PROPERTIES OF WOOD (2 copies) 
     A 2 DVD set covering properties of wood, preparing wood for the lathe, wood orientation on the lathe and  
     much more.  This DVD will be of help to turners at all levels. 
  Curt Theobold   INTRODUCTION TO SEGMENTED TURNING 
     The title says it all, presented by one of the foremost segmented turners. 
 

     Be sure to check these out at our next meeting! 
 

   Rick Anderson 

Turning  Accessories 
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4”  Vera  &  dyed  Black  Walnut 

Member’s  Gallery 

Dave  Blair 

6 1/4”   Mimosa  Bowl 
Tung Oil & Kerf Cream  finish 

Dave  Blair 

Bob  Elkins 

7 1/4” X 5”  Maple  Bowl 
Danish Oil & Howard Feed-N-Wax  finish 

Fred   Holder 

2 1/2”  Madrone  Burl 
Walnut Oil  finish 

Fred   Holder 
3 1/2” X 3 1/2”  Cube 
with ball inside 

Mildred   Holder 

3 1/2”  Bowl 
Kerf Wax 
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1” X 5”  Holly 
Kerf Cream finish 

Member’s  Gallery 

Mildred  Holder 

Mildred  Holder 

1” X 1 1/2”  Ebony 

Pat  Hudgens 

Walnut Sawdust Saturday  
Hollow Forms with Wax finish 

Laura  Preston 

Poplar  Scoop 
Bulls Eye spray shellac finish 

Richard  Mabie 

4” X 5” Maple Burl 
Wipe on Poly finish 

Mildred  Holder 

2 1/2” X 2 1/2”  Pot 
Kerf Cream finish 
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Member’s  Gallery 

Richard  Mabie 

Reef  Morales 

3” X 4”  from  Bowling Pin 
Acrylic  finish 

Laura  Matthews 

8” X 2”  Pear  vessel 
Profin  finish 

Apricot 
BLO & Bees wax  finish 

Reef  Morales 

Reef  Morales 

Black  Walnut 
BLO & Bees wax  finish 

Laura   Preston 
Poplar  Bowl 

Maloof  Poly/oil  finish 
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Member’s  Gallery 

Laura  Preston 

Poplar  Scoop 
Bulls Eye  Spray Shellac  finish 

Jay  Saxon 

15” X 6”  Maple Bowl 
Oil & wax   finish 

Jay  Saxon 

14” X 2”  Walnut 
Oil & Wax   finish 

Jay  Saxon 

9” X 3”  Maple & Paduk 
Oil & Wax   finish 

Lonnie  Willison Mike  Young 

Banksia  Pod 
Poly  finish 
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!! Raffle Wood !! 
 

Our wood raffle is an important 
source of income for the club.  
Please bring any surplus you can 
scrounge up but try to limit it to 
something you would enjoy turning 
yourself. 

Useful Website Links 
 

Note: 
Web links have been provided on our 
website rather than included in the 
newsletter. 
 
Please visit: 
www.northwestwashingtonwoodturners.org 

Member’s  Gallery 

Yew  Weed  Pot 
Minwax  Polyurethane  finish 

Mike  Young Chuck  Zeiger 

Cascara  Utility  Bowl 
EEE  &  Don  Pencil  Polishing 

Chuck  Zeiger 



This space is set aside for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood. etc. 
Please submit your ad to Ron Wehde (rmwehde@comcast.net) by the last Thursday of the month or 
submit it to him at the meeting for inclusion in the next months newsletter. 

MORE WOODTURNING 
 

The magazine for turners. Published 10 
times a year by Fred Holder.  
One yr: $35.00; 
Two yrs: $70.00;  
Three yrs $105.00. 
Electronic version $25/yr. delivered from 
More Woodturning online at: 
www.morewoodturning.net 
Lots of great information for your browsing 
pleasure. 
 

More Woodturning 
PO Box 2168 
Snohomish WA 98291-2168 
Phone: 360-668-0976 
email: fred@morewoodturning.net 
 

 

Club Discounts Available: 
Show your Club Membership card and get 
10% off at Rockler’s and Crosscut Hardwoods 
 
 

Targo Woods 
1104 C Street Bldg. B 

Bellingham, WA 
 Just three blocks south of the old site. 

www.targowoods.com [or] 
ww.hardwoodstoget.com 

 

 Local Bellingham wood source for your 
projects. Hard woods, Burls, Veneers. 
Wood to replace a leg on a chair, make a 
whole dining room set or turn a bowl, you 
will find it at Targo. 
 

 Oby says: NWWoodturner Club  members 
will get 10% off on their  Purchases. 
 

Save on gas buy local. 
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Classified  Ads 
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Like new  
 

2 HP Grizzly Dust collector.  This unit 
has only collected shelf dust, no saw 
dust. The store price for this unit is 
$279.00. I would like to recover my 
costs and would sell for $200.00…… 
But make me a reasonable offer and 
it’s yours. 

 

I also have a ¾ Hp Elect’ motor. It is 
1725 RPM, 110 or 220 VAC, Reversi-
ble, 5/8” Shaft and STD, base. The 
new price on this motor was ~$200.00 I 
will sell it for $75.00…..OBO 

 

Also, in making room in my shop….. My 
4” Jointer, with motor, is on the sale 
block.  $100.00 OBO to a club member 
 
Dave Balyeat 

360-420-4942 

Classified  Ads 

D/J LATHE 
Want to make a big bowl? 

Buy this lathe, originally purchased in the mid 90’s.  
Three phase AC variable speed 2HP motor. 

Comes with a really good vacuum system, and many  
accessories.  Plus a few lathe tools. 

 

$1,900 
Come and look. 

More pictures are available. 

Contact Mike Jackets at 360-293-0530 
or bluejack@clear.net 



Club Contacts: 
 

President 

Gerrit  Van Ness     360-757-2205 
van_ness@earthlink.net 
 

Vice President 

George Way     360-293-7305 
grway@verizon.net 
 

Secretary 

Laura Matthews     360-757-7730 
lmatthews@wavecable.com 
John Gruenewald     360-299-4564 
Vjgruen@fidalgo.net 
 

Treasurer 

Greg Anderson     360-691-1744 
ganderson59802@yahoo.com 
 

Member at Large 
Les Books      360-293-5067 
lbooks@aol.com 
Dave Blair      360-733-3911 
dlblair39@clearwire.net  
Jean Brock      360-966-4058 
jbirock@msn.com  
Jerry Holmes     360-293-4529 
loggerJerry@hotmail.com 
 

Programs Chairman 
Bob Doop    360-293-4522 
Bob.doop@fidalgo.net 
 

Membership Chairman 
Melanie Mankamyer  360-766-7004 
sjandmm@fidalgo.net 
 

Education Chairman 
Rick Anderson   360-319-7600 
rick@gardenarches.com 
 

Sawdust Saturday Chairman 
Dennis Shinn    360-854-9909 
hdshinn@eskimo.com 
 

Events Chairman 
Dave Blair      360-733-3911 
dlblair39@clearwire.net  
 

Newsletter 
Ron Wehde      425-745-9851 
rmwehde@comcast.net 
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Club  Contacts 


