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Northwest Washington Woodturners 
A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners  

Monthly Newsletter for August 2010 

Northwest Washington 
Woodturners.... 

meets every third Thursday of the 
month except April when the meet-
ing is held the fourth Thursday. 
There is no meeting in December. 
We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in 
Mt.Vernon WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid 
street, exit 226. Turn east up Kin-
caid to So. 13th, turn right on 13th. 
Hillcrest Park is approx. six blocks 
south on 13th. The lodge is located 
in the Northwest corner of the park-
ing lot beyond the tennis courts.  
Meetings are open to anyone inter-
ested in wood turning. All skill levels 
from beginners to advanced turners 
are welcome. 
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A message from your president: 
 
We made it through a busy July and August and I want to 
thank all the folks who pitched in, set up lathes, turned tops for 
kids (and some adults), and spent time talking  and promoting 
our passion for woodturning.  This was especially obvious at 
the Anacortes Arts and Crafts festival where five lathes were 
busy in the pouring rain while our brethren were turning tops 
(also in the rain) in Bellingham.  Sunday was much more 
pleasant with scattered sun breaks and more people visiting 
our booth. 
 
We finished our month’s activities with a great picnic at Val 
and Laura Mathew’s house and property.  This was a com-
bined event with the Woodworkers Guild and, as usual, we 
had a great abundance of food.  We had our usual silent auc-
tion that provided an opportunity for people to redistribute vari-
ous items to people who just couldn’t live without another tool.  
There were some great opportunities for good deals and time 
to get acquainted with people from the other guild. 
 
And speaking of other skill sets, I want to announce our poten-
tial involvement in a  group that also has overlapping skill sets.  
These are the wood carvers.  As many of you have noticed, 
woodturning is morphing into a combined set of skills that pro-
vide an opportunity to change a symmetrical round form into a 
more artistic piece through various methods of carving.  Jean 
and Julian Lee attended a symposium put on by the Northwest 
Carving Academy in July at the Kittitas County Even t Center 
in Ellensburg (also know as the rodeo grounds).  Jean is the 
primary carver but together they could see the potential to 
bring our two groups together.  Julian has proposed, and our 
board has agreed, that we offer some type of turning class at 
next year’s symposium.  We see multiple benefits from this ef-
fort.  First, there is inexpensive camping at the event center 
since we will be part of the show.  Second, the symposium 
consists of five days of workshops about many different kinds 
of carving that our members could attend.  (costs and length of 
time vary)  And third, our presentations could increase aware-
ness of what many of us consider to be a wonderful, creative 
outlet.  Julian will keep us informed regarding the exact dates 
and the camping opportunities. 
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A Message From Your President 

Now to revisit the past.  I’ve recalled various activities that used to happen in our club when I first 
joined.  One was a donation our club made every Christmas to an organization helping kids.  This was 
done by a member collecting tops at every meeting throughout the year and in December presenting 
hundreds of tops to the kids.  I would like to restart that activity for next year.  The board will take rec-
ommendations as to which organization should be given the tops and during the Christmas season of 
2011, we will make the presentation.  I see two benefits from this activity:  one, the donations and com-
munity service is the most obvious, but second, I want to inspire all our members to make tops so when 
the next summer arrives, we are ready to put in some time at the various festivals and dazzle the kids 
(and their parents). 
 
The other lost activity is shop tours.  I can only remember one in the past, because my garage was part 
of the tour.  I’ll  be much happier showing my current (dedicated) shop compared to the corner of my 
garage. The board talked about having regional tours so  you wouldn’t have to drive too far unless you 
wanted to.  So, think about offering your shop for tours, even if it’s in a garage.  I can picture us starting 
this possibly in February or March and having a Saturday in Bellingham, then a Saturday in the Skagit 
Valley, then in Anacortes, etc.  As soon as I hear that you would like to show us your shop, I’ll coordi-
nate the dates and we’ll do some traveling.  
 
A reminder of things coming up soon.  At the September meeting, our presenter will be Don Derry and I 
suggest everyone bring up his site to see his work.  He will offer two daylong workshops (airbrushing 
and forms) that I would highly recommend.  If you are considering either or both, call Bob Doop for par-
ticulars.  There will be final sign-up sheets at the September meeting if the classes are not full but don’t 
put it off since these will be very valuable workshops.  Also, keeping Gerrit’s challenge, at the October 
meeting, bring you prototype, non-traditional Christmas ornaments for review and maybe win a $10 gift 
certificate.  At the November meeting, we will have judging in various categories for more gift certifi-
cates. 
 
I hear more and more interest in our cherished niche of turning wood, so keep up the good work, bring 
your pieces to show, take home some wood and bring a friend.  Until then, see you at the September 
meeting.  GW 
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August  Picnic  Photos 



September Demonstrator 
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Donald  Derry 
 

Don Derry will be teaching Airbrushing Techniques 
on Friday, September 17, 2010.  Don is a master of 
color and finish – his turned pieces have mistaken for 
glass.  Check out his website to see the inspired way 
he uses color:  http://www.donaldderry.com. 
 
The cost for this class is $100. If you don’t own an air-
brush, please indicate that when you sign up.  Don 
will have airbrushes available to purchase for $40 (let 
Dave Blair know if you want one), or we might be able 
to find one you can borrow for the day 

 
Don will also be teaching his Shapes and Forms class on Saturday, September 18, 
2010.  The name of the class does not do it justice… I took this class the last time it 
was offered through NWW and would highly recommend it to all levels of turners.  The 
class helps to train your eye to really “see” the shapes you are creating – where’s the 
flat spot… where’s the low spot… where do you make that transition 

 
This class is also $100.  Only your favorite sharp 
tools are needed – no special tools required.  All 
turning will be between centers. 
 
As usual, both classes will be held at Gerrit Van 
Ness’ shop in Bay View, from 9:00 am until 4:00 pm. 
(BYO lunch) 

 
Contact Dave Blair to re-
serve your place now… 
and remember that you are 
only guaranteed when 
you’re paid in full 
 
Dave Blair 
360-733-3911 
dlbalir39@comcast.net 
 



 
 

MENTORING NEWS 
 

Our Basic Mentoring program is now available for beginning turners…..or for those want-
ing to brush up on basic turning skills.  Based around the AAW Teaching Woodturning 
Basics teaching guide, the program focuses on learning spindle turning basics as a way 
to master tool control which can then be applied to most other modes of turning.  Our ba-
sic turning mentors are George Way, Lucinda Van Valkenburg, Bob Doop, Fred Holder, 
Dave Blair, Melanie Mankamyer, Jim Short and Rick Anderson.  Contact a mentor near 
you if you would like to be mentored in basic skills.  A printed list of our mentors and their 
contact info is also available on the information table at our monthly meetings. 
 
In addition to the basic mentoring program, we have developed a list of volunteer men-
tors with expertise in specialty subjects (such as hollowing, texturing, bowl turning, etc.) 
as well as more advanced turning skills.  An email has been sent out with a list of our 
specialty mentors and their area of expertise.  Printed copies of this list are also available 
at the information table at our monthly meetings.  This is a great opportunity to advance 
your skills.  Also, if you have skill and experience in a specialized area of woodturning, 
we encourage you to sign up and share your skills with your fellow members.   
 
If you have any questions regarding mentoring or need assistance in being connected 
with an appropriate mentor please feel welcome to call or email me. 
Rick Anderson 
360-319-7600 
rick@gardenarches.com 

Mentoring News 
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 Revised   09/01/10 Event Program Subject 

  September 10th-12th West Coast Roundup   Vancouver Woodturners Symposium  

  15th Board Meeting   

    16th General Membership Meeting Don Derry  

    17th Class Don Derry Airbrushing 

    18th Class Don Derry Shapes and Forms  

  18th-19th Camping Weekend   

    25th Sawdust Saturday Turning Pens   

  October 21st General Membership Meeting Steve Hatcher   

    23rd Sawdust Saturday   Non icicle Christmas ornament 

    26th Board Meeting     

  November 5th-7th Art's Alive in La Conner     

    18th General Membership Meeting   Christmas Potluck ! 

    23rd Board Meeting     

Calendar 
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Guacamole 
Recipe courtesy Alton Brown, Food Network 

Ingredients 
• 3 Haas avocados, halved, seeded and peeled 

• 1 lime, juiced 

• 1/2 teaspoon kosher salt 

• 1/2 teaspoon ground cumin 

• 1/2 teaspoon cayenne 

• 1/2 medium onion, diced 

• 2 Roma tomatoes, seeded and diced 

• 1 tablespoon chopped cilantro 

• 1 clove garlic, minced 
 

        Ron Wehde 
 

Salsa 
From Glycemic Index Cooking made easy 
 

Ingredients 
• 2  tomatoes, seeded and finely chopped 

• 1/4 red onion finely chopped (I also use Walla Walla sweets in this) 

• 1 Jalapeno pepper, seeds removed and finely chopped 

• Juice of 1/2 lime 

• 1 Tablespoon chopped cilantro leaves 

• Pinch of sugar (I don’t use this one) 
       In a bowl, mix and set aside 
 

       Jan Garlington 

Recipe’s 

Directions 
In a large bowl place the scooped avocado pulp and lime juice, 
toss to coat. Drain, and reserve the lime juice, after all of the 
avocados have been coated. Using a potato masher add the 
salt, cumin, and cayenne and mash. Then, fold in the onions, 
tomatoes, cilantro, and garlic. Add 1 tablespoon of the reserved 
lime juice. Let sit at room temperature for 1 hour and then serve 



 

NEW DVDS IN OUR LIBRARY 
We have recently added several new DVDs to our club library.  Several will be of particular benefit to our be-
ginning turners while others will be a resource for both beginning and experienced turners.  In most cases we 
ordered 2 copies in order to make these DVDs available to more turners. 

 

  Richard Raffan   TURNING WOOD (2 copies) 
     The ideal companion to Raffan’s book of the same name.  One of the most complete guides to basic turning. 
  Bonnie Klein    BASIC TECHNIQUES (2 copies) 
     A great guide to basic techniques and their application to some fun projects. 
  Alan Lacer    WOODTURNING-GETTING STARTED (2 copies)   
     This book talks about all the equipment and tools involved in basic turning.   A highly recommended view  
     before starting turning. 
  Gary Rance    WOODTURNING TECHNIQUES (1 copy) 
     Very well done guide to the basics of woodturning from the perspective of a professional British turner trained 
     In the classical tradition. 
  Mike Mahoney   BOWL TURNING BASICS  (2 copies) 
     Everything you need to know (after mastering basic techniques) to turn beautiful bowls. 
  AAW’s     FUNDAMENTALS OF SHARPENING (2 copies) 
     Features Bonnie Klein, Alan Lacer, John Jordan & Bill Johnston teaching their favorite sharpening techniques. 
  John Jordan    AESTHETICS & PROPERTIES OF WOOD (2 copies) 
     A 2 DVD set covering properties of wood, preparing wood for the lathe, wood orientation on the lathe and  
     much more.  This DVD will be of help to turners at all levels. 
  Curt Theobold   INTRODUCTION TO SEGMENTED TURNING 
     The title says it all, presented by one of the foremost segmented turners. 
 

     Be sure to check these out at our next meeting! 
 

   Les Books 

Turning  Accessories / Library 
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TURNING UP CLOSE 
 

Do you ever wish you could zoom in on small items you are turning?  Or when doing detail work on a turned 
piece?  Now you can.  MagEyes are here!  They are comfortable,  light weight and very effective. 

  
We are stocking two styles.  The Hobbyist which is open in back (the style that Bon-
nie Klein touted when she was here last winter). 

 
The 360 which wraps completely around your head w/ Velcro 
adjustment.  Both styles come with two high grade optical 
quality lenses that provide 1.6X or 2.0X  magnification.  
   

Two stronger power lenses ( 2.25X & 2.75X) are also avail-
able and we will be stocking a limited number of those.  The 

stronger the power the closer the focal length.  The 1.6X has a focal length of  12-14” and is great for general 
turning use.  The other lenses are more applicable for detail work.  It’s easy to change from one lens to an-
other. 
 
The MagEyes are very lightweight and comfortable and flip up out of the way in a second.  One of the best fea-
tures is that it is easy to look over them and under them for normal vision without having to move them out of 
the way.  Check them out at www.mageyes.com 

 
We are able to buy the MagEyes directly at a significant savings to our members.  Both styles are priced at $23 
including tax and shipping.  Most mail order catalogs charge $30 plus tax and shipping.  The higher powered 
lenses are $8 each.  Be sure to check them out on the supplies table at the November meeting! 



This space is set aside for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood. etc. 
Please submit your ad to Ron Wehde (rmwehde@comcast.net) by the last Thursday of the month or 
submit it to him at the meeting for inclusion in the next months newsletter. 

MORE WOODTURNING 
 

The magazine for turners. Published 10 
times a year by Fred Holder.  
One yr: $35.00; 
Two yrs: $70.00;  
Three yrs $105.00. 
Electronic version $25/yr. delivered from 
More Woodturning online at: 
www.morewoodturning.net 
Lots of great information for your browsing 
pleasure. 
 

More Woodturning 
PO Box 2168 
Snohomish WA 98291-2168 
Phone: 360-668-0976 
email: fred@morewoodturning.net 
 

 

Club Discounts Available: 
Show your Club Membership card and get 
10% off at Rockler’s and Crosscut Hardwoods 
 
 

Targo Woods 
1104 C Street Bldg. B 

Bellingham, WA 
 Just three blocks south of the old site. 

www.targowoods.com [or] 
ww.hardwoodstoget.com 

 

 Local Bellingham wood source for your 
projects. Hard woods, Burls, Veneers. 
Wood to replace a leg on a chair, make a 
whole dining room set or turn a bowl, you 
will find it at Targo. 
 

 Oby says: NWWoodturner Club  members 
will get 10% off on their  Purchases. 
 

Save on gas buy local. 
 
 

Classified  Ads 
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FOR SALE 
 

BELSAW 9103  
PLANER/MOLDING CUTTER 
 

I have a Belsaw 9103 planer/
molding cutter that runs fine but 
needs blades.  Blades run about 
$40.  The manual is available 
online and I would be glad to print 
it out if the buyer doesn't have 
Internet access.  I would like $300 
for it. 
 
Jan Garlington 
360-668-2392 
janicegarlington@gmail.com 
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Classified  Ads 

D/J LATHE 
Want to make a big bowl? 

Buy this lathe, originally purchased in the mid 90’s.  
Three phase AC variable speed 2HP motor. 

Comes with a really good vacuum system, and many  
accessories.  Plus a few lathe tools. 

 

$1,900 
Come and look. 

More pictures are available. 

Contact Mike Jackets at 360-293-0530 
or bluejack@clear.net 



Club Contacts: 
 

President 

George Way     360-293-7305 
President@nwwwt.org 
 

Vice President 
Rick Anderson   360-319-7600 
VicePesident@nwwwt.org 
 

Secretary 

Laura Matthews     360-757-7730 
Secretary@nwwwt.org 
John Gruenewald     360-299-4564 
Secretary@nwwwt.org 
 

Treasurer 

Greg Anderson     360-691-1744 
Treasurer@nwwwt.org 
 

Member at Large 
Les Books      360-293-5067 
lbooks@aol.com 
Dave Blair      360-733-3911 
dlblair39@clearwire.net  
Jean Brock       
jbirock@msn.com  
Jerry Holmes     360-293-4529 
loggerJerry@hotmail.com 
 

Programs Chairman 
Bob Doop    360-293-4522 
Bob.doop@fidalgo.net 
 

Membership Chairman 
Shelly & Ken Fogg   360-387-8534 
Membership@nwwwt.org 
 

Education Chairman 
Rick Anderson   360-319-7600 
rick@gardenarches.com 
 

Sawdust Saturday Chairman 
Dennis Shinn    360-854-9909 
hdshinn@eskimo.com 
 

Events Chairman 
Dave Blair      360-733-3911 
dlblair39@clearwire.net  
 

Newsletter 
Ron Wehde      425-745-9851 
Newsletter@nwwwt.org 

Useful Website Links 
 

Note: 
Web links have been provided on 
our website rather than included in 
the newsletter. 
 
Please visit: 
www.northwestwashingtonwoodturners.org 

!! Raffle Wood !! 
 

Our wood raffle is an important 
source of income for the club.  
Please bring any surplus you 
can scrounge up but try to limit 
it to something you would enjoy 
turning yourself. 
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Classified  Ads / Club Contacts 

This picture has nothing to do with wood-
turning or the club.  I just put it in because I 
thought it was cool and I wanted to fill up 
this space.  My wife took this picture two 
weeks ago, from our car, just north of Van-
couver BC, on our way home from Whistler. 
 
Ron Wehde 


