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Northwest Washington Woodturners 
A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners  

Monthly Newsletter for October 2010 

Northwest Washington 
Woodturners.... 

meets every third Thursday of the 
month except April when the meet-
ing is held the fourth Thursday. 
There is no meeting in December. 
We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in 
Mt.Vernon WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid 
street, exit 226. Turn east up Kin-
caid to So. 13th, turn right on 13th. 
Hillcrest Park is approx. six blocks 
south on 13th. The lodge is located 
in the Northwest corner of the park-
ing lot beyond the tennis courts.  
Meetings are open to anyone inter-
ested in wood turning. All skill levels 
from beginners to advanced turners 
are welcome. 
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October  Meeting 
 

   The regular meeting of the Northwest Washington Wood-
turners commenced after dinner with introduction of several 
visitors, and committee reports. 
   Dave Blair reported that Artʼs live will be on Nov. 5, 6, and 7. 
We will have a prime spot right down town where traffic should 
be much better than past years. The turners and woodworkers 
will each have their own display areas. Set up for the show will 
be from 8 to noon on Friday and the show will open to the pub-
lic after noon, until 6 oʼclock. The hours on Saturday will be 9 
to 5 and 10 to 4 on Sunday. All are urged to attend and to par-
ticipate in showing your craft and selling. Half the rent will be 
paid by those selling. 
   The Arts of Snohomish has scheduled us for a show in De-
cember, starting on the 5th of the month. Refugio Morales 
lives in Snohomish and will be the lead person there.  If you 
are interested, get a hold of him. 360-547-2620 or  
morales@woodenhorseonline.com. 
   Bob Doop reports that he has John Jordan lined up for the 
19th of March for an all day demo. He requests help for public-
ity and planning. 
   Rick Anderson reports the mentoring is waiting for custom-
ers, and encouraged all new turners to sign up for turning 101. 
When enough people sign, a class will be provided. The cost 
is $5.00 and classes are held at Gerrit Van Nessʼs shop. Di-
rections will be provided. 
   Dennis Shinn reports we will have a sawdust Saturday, Oc-
tober 30th on the unusual Christmas Tree ornament. Bring 
your own ideas. 
   Melanie reminded us of the November meeting which will be 
a potluck where you can show off your ornament and perhaps 
win a prize, also enjoy the evenings events, which will include 
a bucket raffle. She is requesting any donations of unused gift 
cards or turning supplies that you are not using, or any thing 
else you might wish to part with.  Please let her know what you 
have to donate at 360-766-7004 or sjandmm@fidalgo.net. 
   George listed a few events in the future including, carving 
academy in July, collecting tops starting in January, and shop 
tours in March. Evidently there are some shirts out there that 
have the Logo printed cooked and they can be returned. Next 
meeting, pot luck and ornament contest. 
 
Laura Matthews 



The  President’s  Message 
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Greetings fellow woodturners.  It seems this is an especially busy time of year for those us who are 
expected to be Santa’s Helpers.  If you are known to have certain skills that can translate into unique 
handcrafted gift items, the pressure is on.  I just finished 13 ornaments at 2 ½ hours each.  Sitting 
down writing this letter is a welcome change of pace. 

 
At last night’s board meeting, the nomination of new members was one of the main topics and since I 
neglected to appoint a nominating committee last month, we decided the individuals leaving office 
would be somewhat responsible for selecting their replacements.  We will have those nominees by 
our next general meeting and vote them into office.  If you are interested in serving as the board sec-
retary or an “at large” board member, please e-mail me before our general meeting on the 18th of No-
vember.  We will also be taking nominations from the floor.  We are also looking for a “Sawdust Sat-
urday” chair replacement since Dennis Shinn has agreed to take one of the “at large” board positions. 
 
Arts Alive is right around the corner, November 5, 6 & 7.  This three day event in LaConnor provides 
us with multiple opportunities.  Some of us will be displaying and selling our goods, some of us will be 
demonstrating our woodturning skills under the canopy in Gilkey Square and hopefully everyone will 

come to see the various displays in LaConnor. 

 
We are in need of more demonstrators during the three day event.  The hours are:  Fri-
day noon to 4, Saturday 10 to 5, Sunday 10 to 4.  If you would like to spend some time 
doing simple turning projects on one of our mini lathes, please call or e-mail me 
(georgerway@gmail.com) or Dave Blair at (dblair39@comcast.net). 
 
Sawdust Saturday, this Saturday, Oct. 30 at Garrit Van Ness’s shop.  There is still room for people 
to come by with their ideas for a non-traditional ornament and turn on the mini lathes.  Dennis and I 
will be ready by 9:00am and work until around noon or whenever people are ready to call it a day.  
Anyone is welcome, but it you plan to turn, there is a $5.00  
 

November General Meeting – November 18, 6:00 till ? 
 
Our potluck will start at approximately 6:00 followed by elections, recognition, ornament contest and 
the “bucket raffle”.  Anyone who has something to donate to the raffle (service or product) please re-
member to bring it to the meeting.  This meeting is always a fun event and a great way to end the 
year  
 
See you at the November meeting, GW 



October   Demonstrator 
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Our demonstrator for the evening was Steven Hatcher, 
from the Olympia area.  He specializes in platters and 
bowls with inlayed minerals. His work is beautiful and 
he is filled with knowledge that he is willing to share. 
He is a total inspiration. I will not bore you with the de-
tails as he has promised to publish his favorite secrets 
right here in this newsletter. 
                                                           Laura Matthews. 
 

                                 Woodturning Tips and Advice 
     © Stephen Hatcher 2010 summitdesign@comcast.net www.stephenhatcher.com 
• Spray Bottles I keep three spray bottles at hand in the shop with these contents: 

dilute shellac, dilute dishwashing soap, and denatured alcohol. Get the industrial 
solvent spray bottles from USPlastic.com - they’ll last forever and cost about $1.75. 
Uses are noted below. For dilute shellac use only super blond (dewaxed) shellac 
and dilute it to the color of tea with denatured alcohol. For soapy water add 4-6 
drops of dishwashing liquid to a spray bottle of water. 

• Drying Wet Wood I use bigleaf maple for 99% of my work and even if it’s flinging 
water when I rough it, it will dry to <8% moisture in a dry kiln in 2-3 days at 120F 
without checking (usually). My ‘kiln’ is a big cabinet with a tiny space heater plus fan 
(with shutoff if tipped or overheated). It heats up to ambient plus 50 degrees and 
costs almost nothing. It works great for curing lacquer finishes too, cutting curing 
from 10 days to 2 days. 

• Stabilizing Punky Wood I mix West Systems Epoxy (105/205) with acetone in a 
1:1 ratio then slather onto the wood. It soaks it up and makes the wood wonderful to 
turn. I’ve only done this with spalted maple. I like this over Pentacryl or MinWax 
Wood Hardener. 

• Filling Small Voids To fill small pits and voids I use West System Epoxy (105/205) 
withFiller 405. Mix 405 into epoxy to make a very thick paste and add a few drops of 
acrylic paintto color as needed then smear over surface. Cure 12 hours and it’ll 
sand off easily leaving asurface smooth. This is easily found online or at marine 
supply stores. 
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• Final Cuts in a Dry Vessel To get less tear-out in a dry vessel, stuff it with wood 
chips and soak with soapy water using the spray bottle (see spray bottles) then 
leave tuning slowly for 15 minutes. Blow out the chips and make light cuts with a 
sharp burr. It’s like turning wet wood but only for a pass or two. Then the vessel 
dries quickly and finishes without any problems. 

• Getting a Flat Platter Surface Sand with a 5” hard sanding pad using a very light 
touch. I like angle grinder pads with a drill adapter from Vinces-
WoodNWonders.com. 

• Avoiding CA Glue Stains Spray a small crack with dilute shellac (see spray bot-
tles) to seal the wood, let dry, then apply CA glue. The CA glue stops the crack and 
the shellac prevents a stain. The CA will stick to shellac like it was dry wood. Shel-
lac is handy to seal wood too. 

• Sand Paper The new ceramic sanding pads are excellent, outlasting others several 
times over. There are many sources but I like TheSandingGlove.com and Vinces-
WoodNWonders.com. 

• Sanding Pads Protect your Velcro sanding pads by making buffer pads from hook 
and loop Velcro sheets. Take adhesive conversion Velcro, sheets or hook and loop, 
and stick the gooey sides together. Then cut out discs to fit your pads. These will 
cost about a dime to make compared to those pre-fab ones that cost several dol-
lars. I buy 4” wide conversion Velcro from OnLineIndustrialSupply.com. Fabric 
stores and hardware stores have smaller sizes. 

• Adhesives Survey CA glue is a terrible long-term adhesive, don’t use it for gluing 
your work together - use epoxy or wood glue. I like West System 105/205 for gen-
eral use and West System G/Flex for waxy woods. These are easily found online or 
at marine supply stores. However don’t use epoxy to join two pieces of the same 
wood if light colored (like maple) because it’ll leave a visible joint. White wood glue 
works better. I like Titebond I but avoid any glue intended for exterior use as it tends 
to swell out of joints as the temperature changes. 

• Your Artistic Voice (or Lack Of) 
Finding It There is tremendous beauty and satisfaction in making purely wood-
turned forms, both functional and non-functional. But to exhibit and sell woodturn-
ings as high-end artworks you need to be unique. The one universal trait among ar-
tistic woodturners are they are tinkerers and problem solvers. Many are able to 
draw as well and this is an important skill to learn, in my opinion. I think you need to 
pursue several artistic areas as hobbies in addition to woodturning. This leads to a 
cross-fertilization of techniques and leads to new ideas. But as I said, woodturning 
in it’s purest form is a love we all share.  
Statement If you are going the artsy route you’ll need to create an artist statement. 
This can be hard work but it needs to reflect on your inspiration and interests. Writ-
ing it can clarify who you are as an artist. It’s not easy to do. Keep it short, say 1/3 a 
page or less. 

October   Demonstrator 
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• Galleries 
Finding Good Galleries Good galleries and famous galleries are not necessarily 
one in the same. Beware of status galleries, they can disappoint the best of us. I like 
to research the Niche Magazine Survey that ranks galleries by customer and artist 
satisfaction. The top ranked galleries in this survey will learn about you, promote 
customer relationships that sell your work, and pay promptly. Word of mouth and re-
ferrals are worth a lot too. 

• Approaching a Gallery Good galleries often post instructions and due dates for 
artists to submit portfolios for consideration. Submit a resume, artist statement, and 
bio that is typed and free of any spelling or grammatical errors on good quality pa-
per. Submit everything on-time. Photographs need to be pro-quality. Include a brief 
cover letter about why you are interested in their gallery. Have a sample of your 
best work ready to send if requested. 

• Supporting Galleries need your help to sell your work. Make a cheat sheet for 
sales people that’s brief and easy to remember. Make a brief set of points on how 
you make your pieces, what’s unique, what is your inspiration, and any awards you 
won or books you’re in or whatever you can brag about. If you are in a book or 
magazine send the gallery a copy. 

• Photography With digital cameras, inexpensive setups, and PhotoShop Elements 
you can make your own near professional quality photos. I spent $600 total and get 
no complaints.  I use a 10 Megapixel Canon set for highest resolution and lowest 
compression. A CubeLite box with three lights and a gray-to-black graduated back-
drop are setup permanently in a storage room but it’s easily taken down or moved. I 
use PhotoShop Elements 8.0 to edit the photos. This is a lecture topic unto itself but 
it really isn’t difficult to learn this program. The help files will walk you through a full 
edit session in an hour or two and you’ll see which editing tools you need and those 
you don’t. I use only six or eight tools out of many. 

• Etiquette Woodturners are nice people but good etiquette is not always obvious. If 
you write an article or give a demo using techniques you learned from others, give 
them credit.  Copying the work of masters is an excellent learning tool but don’t put 
this work in shows or sell it. It will be noticed and word will spread via email to many 
that you are a plagiarist. 

 

October   Demonstrator 



 
 

MENTORING NEWS 
 

Our Basic Mentoring program is now available for beginning turners…..or for those want-
ing to brush up on basic turning skills.  Based around the AAW Teaching Woodturning 
Basics teaching guide, the program focuses on learning spindle turning basics as a way 
to master tool control which can then be applied to most other modes of turning.  Our ba-
sic turning mentors are George Way, Lucinda Van Valkenburg, Bob Doop, Fred Holder, 
Dave Blair, Melanie Mankamyer, Jim Short and Rick Anderson.  Contact a mentor near 
you if you would like to be mentored in basic skills.  A printed list of our mentors and their 
contact info is also available on the information table at our monthly meetings. 
 
In addition to the basic mentoring program, we have developed a list of volunteer men-
tors with expertise in specialty subjects (such as hollowing, texturing, bowl turning, etc.) 
as well as more advanced turning skills.  An email has been sent out with a list of our 
specialty mentors and their area of expertise.  Printed copies of this list are also available 
at the information table at our monthly meetings.  This is a great opportunity to advance 
your skills.  Also, if you have skill and experience in a specialized area of woodturning, 
we encourage you to sign up and share your skills with your fellow members.   
 
If you have any questions regarding mentoring or need assistance in being connected 
with an appropriate mentor please feel welcome to call or email me. 
Rick Anderson 
360-319-7600 
rick@gardenarches.com 
 
 

Mentoring News 
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 Revised   09/18/10 Event Program Subject 

  October 21st General Membership Meeting Steve Hatcher   

    23rd Sawdust Saturday   Non icicle Christmas ornament 

    26th Board Meeting     

  November 5th-7th Art's Alive in La Conner     

    18th General Membership Meeting   Christmas Potluck ! 

    23rd Board Meeting     

Useful Website Links 
 

Note: 
Web links have been provided on 
our website rather than included in 
the newsletter. 
 
Please visit: 
www.northwestwashingtonwoodturners.org 

!! Raffle Wood !! 
 

Our wood raffle is an important 
source of income for the club.  
Please bring any surplus you 
can scrounge up but try to limit 
it to something you would enjoy 
turning yourself. 

Calendar 
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Coming next year—John Jordan! 
 

John will be coming to give an all day demo Saturday March 19th, 2011 and 
classes on Sunday March 20th and Monday March 21st.  The all day demo 
will cost $35.00 pre-paid and $40.00 at the door and that includes lunch!  You 
can’t beat a deal like this. 
 

John Jordan is a woodturner from Cane Ridge 
(Nashville), Tennessee. Known primarily for his tex-
tured and carved hollow vessels, John has been fea-
tured in nearly every major turning exhibition the 
past twenty years.  His work has received numerous 
awards, and is in the permanent collections of many 
museums and corporations, including the Renwick 
Gallery of the Smithsonian, the High Museum of Art 
in Atlanta, the American Craft Museum in New York 

City, the White House in Washington, the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, 
the Mint Museum of Craft + Design in Charlotte, the Fine Arts Museum in Bos-
ton, and the Detroit Institute of the Arts and the prestigious Victoria and Albert 
Museum in London, England. 
 
You can see John’ work at WWW.johnjordanwoodturning.com 
 



 

NEW DVDS IN OUR LIBRARY 
We have recently added several new DVDs to our club library.  Several will be of particular benefit to our be-
ginning turners while others will be a resource for both beginning and experienced turners.  In most cases we 
ordered 2 copies in order to make these DVDs available to more turners. 

 

  Richard Raffan   TURNING WOOD (2 copies) 
     The ideal companion to Raffan’s book of the same name.  One of the most complete guides to basic turning. 
  Bonnie Klein    BASIC TECHNIQUES (2 copies) 
     A great guide to basic techniques and their application to some fun projects. 
  Alan Lacer    WOODTURNING-GETTING STARTED (2 copies)   
     This book talks about all the equipment and tools involved in basic turning.   A highly recommended view  
     before starting turning. 
  Gary Rance    WOODTURNING TECHNIQUES (1 copy) 
     Very well done guide to the basics of woodturning from the perspective of a professional British turner trained 
     In the classical tradition. 
  Mike Mahoney   BOWL TURNING BASICS  (2 copies) 
     Everything you need to know (after mastering basic techniques) to turn beautiful bowls. 
  AAW’s     FUNDAMENTALS OF SHARPENING (2 copies) 
     Features Bonnie Klein, Alan Lacer, John Jordan & Bill Johnston teaching their favorite sharpening techniques. 
  John Jordan    AESTHETICS & PROPERTIES OF WOOD (2 copies) 
     A 2 DVD set covering properties of wood, preparing wood for the lathe, wood orientation on the lathe and  
     much more.  This DVD will be of help to turners at all levels. 
  Curt Theobold   INTRODUCTION TO SEGMENTED TURNING 
     The title says it all, presented by one of the foremost segmented turners. 
 

     Be sure to check these out at our next meeting! 
 

   Les Books 

Turning  Accessories / Library 
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TURNING UP CLOSE 
 

Do you ever wish you could zoom in on small items you are turning?  Or when doing detail work on a turned 
piece?  Now you can.  MagEyes are here!  They are comfortable,  light weight and very effective. 

  
We are stocking two styles.  The Hobbyist which is open in back (the style that Bon-
nie Klein touted when she was here last winter). 

 
The 360 which wraps completely around your head w/ Velcro 
adjustment.  Both styles come with two high grade optical 
quality lenses that provide 1.6X or 2.0X  magnification.  
   

Two stronger power lenses ( 2.25X & 2.75X) are also avail-
able and we will be stocking a limited number of those.  The 

stronger the power the closer the focal length.  The 1.6X has a focal length of  12-14” and is great for general 
turning use.  The other lenses are more applicable for detail work.  It’s easy to change from one lens to an-
other. 
 
The MagEyes are very lightweight and comfortable and flip up out of the way in a second.  One of the best fea-
tures is that it is easy to look over them and under them for normal vision without having to move them out of 
the way.  Check them out at www.mageyes.com 

 
We are able to buy the MagEyes directly at a significant savings to our members.  Both styles are priced at $23 
including tax and shipping.  Most mail order catalogs charge $30 plus tax and shipping.  The higher powered 
lenses are $8 each.  Be sure to check them out on the supplies table at the November meeting! 



This space is set aside for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood. etc. 
Please submit your ad to Ron Wehde (rmwehde@comcast.net) by the last Thursday of the month or 
submit it to him at the meeting for inclusion in the next months newsletter. 

MORE WOODTURNING 
 

The magazine for turners. Published 10 
times a year by Fred Holder.  
One yr: $35.00; 
Two yrs: $70.00;  
Three yrs $105.00. 
Electronic version $25/yr. delivered from 
More Woodturning online at: 
www.morewoodturning.net 
Lots of great information for your browsing 
pleasure. 
 

More Woodturning 
PO Box 2168 
Snohomish WA 98291-2168 
Phone: 360-668-0976 
email: fred@morewoodturning.net 
 

 

Club Discounts Available: 
Show your Club Membership card and get 
10% off at Rockler’s and Crosscut Hardwoods 
 
 

Targo Woods 
1104 C Street Bldg. B 

Bellingham, WA 
 Just three blocks south of the old site. 

www.targowoods.com [or] 
ww.hardwoodstoget.com 

 

 Local Bellingham wood source for your 
projects. Hard woods, Burls, Veneers. 
Wood to replace a leg on a chair, make a 
whole dining room set or turn a bowl, you 
will find it at Targo. 
 

 Oby says: NWWoodturner Club  members 
will get 10% off on their  Purchases. 
 

Save on gas buy local. 
 
 

Classified  Ads 
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Club Contacts: 
 

President 

George Way     360-293-7305 
President@nwwwt.org 
 

Vice President 
Rick Anderson   360-319-7600 
VicePesident@nwwwt.org 
 

Secretary 

Laura Matthews     360-757-7730 
Secretary@nwwwt.org 
John Gruenewald     360-299-4564 
Secretary@nwwwt.org 
 

Treasurer 

Greg Anderson     360-691-1744 
Treasurer@nwwwt.org 
 

Member at Large 
Les Books      360-293-5067 
lbooks@aol.com 
Dave Blair      360-733-3911 
dlblair39@comcast.net  
Jean Brock       
jbirock@msn.com  
Jerry Holmes     360-293-4529 
loggerJerry@hotmail.com 
 

Programs Chairman 
Bob Doop    360-293-4522 
Bob.doop@fidalgo.net 
 

Membership Chairman 
Shelly & Ken Fogg   360-387-8534 
Membership@nwwwt.org 
 

Education Chairman 
Rick Anderson   360-319-7600 
rick@gardenarches.com 
 

Sawdust Saturday Chairman 
Dennis Shinn    360-854-9909 
hdshinn@eskimo.com 
 

Events Chairman 
Dave Blair      360-733-3911 
dlblair39@comcast.net  
 

Newsletter 
Ron Wehde      425-745-9851 
Newsletter@nwwwt.org 

FOR SALE 
 

BELSAW 9103  
PLANER/MOLDING CUTTER 
 

I have a Belsaw 9103 planer/molding 
cutter that runs fine but needs 
blades.  Blades run about $40.  The 
manual is available online and I would be 
glad to print it out if the buyer doesn't 
have Internet access.  I would like $300 
for it. 
 

Jan Garlington 
360-668-2392 
janicegarlington@gmail.com 

10 

Classified  Ads  and  Contacts 

DELTA TABLE SAW FOR SALE 
 

I have a Delta 10" table saw for sale. 
It's a Delta Unisaw,  3 hp 220 volt  
with a unifence. 
 
I wood like to get $1000 for it. 
 
Steve Pulver 
360 - 371 - 3318 


