Northwest Washington Woodturners
A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners
Monthly Newsletter for September 2011
Northwest Washington
Woodturners....
meets every third Thursday of
the month. There is no meeting
in December.
We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge
in Mt.Vernon WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid street, exit 226. Turn east
up Kincaid to So. 13th, turn right
on 13th. Hillcrest Park is approx.
six blocks south on 13th. The
lodge is located in the Northwest
corner of the parking lot beyond
the tennis courts. Meetings are
open to anyone interested in
wood turning. All skill levels from
beginners to advanced turners
are welcome.
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President’s Letter
It’s raining, it’s blowing and the sun seems gone forever – I
guess summer is over. That means there won’t be anymore
distractions keeping you out of your shop.
September was a busy month with a couple of added club activities. Besides our regular meeting, three club members went
to the “Grandpas are Tops” children’s festival in Everett to turn
tops. The sponsors seemed genuinely pleased with our top
turning skills and have invited us back next year. This will be
the third children’s festival that will on our calendar next year
so be sure to keep making tops and join the fun next year
Also, six members took a trip north to attend the Greater Vancouver’s Saturday demo with Avelino Samuel from the Caribbean. He put on a reasonable good demo considering Canadian Air lost one of his cases with many items he needed for
the demo. We all came away with a better understanding of
how one creates beautiful swirls on hollow forms.
Next month (October) our meetings will get busy. Our regular
meeting, on the third Thursday, October 20th, will feature three
of our own talented turners – Dennis Shinn on metal spinning,
Jim Sebring on tools and Melanie Mankamyer turning small
things
Then on Saturday, October 22nd, we will have an all day demo
by Doug Fisher (see the promos) in Anacortes. (visit his web
site if you are hesitating) There is plenty of room so either
send your $35 to Greg Anderson or sign up at our regular
meeting. There are also a few spots open for the all day workshop on Monday, October 24th. Send your $100 asap to Greg
Anderson before it fills up. The workshop on the 24th will be on
off center turning and is designed for turners with some experience. Since we’re having multiple workshops next month, we
won’t be having a Sawdust Saturday on the last Saturday of
the month.
Another item that needs attention is the absence of our cook
Shirley. The board is considering our options to provide food
or not. If anyone would consider providing our monthly meal
similar to what Shirley provided, please contact any board
member. And speaking of board members, we have nominations for all our board positions except Secretary. If anyone
would like to join us at the Farmhouse and be part of our fun
filled board meeting (while they take notes) please contact our
nominating committee – Bob Doop, Rick Anderson or Bill
Rawls. If you’d rather call me, that’s OK too.
See you at the October meeting when we’ll be voting on a bylaws change. GW
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Coming - Douglas Fisher
REGISTRATION IS UNDERWAY

DOUGLAS FISHER….. Coming to our club!
October 22nd & 23rd

On October 22nd from 9am to 4pm at the Anacortes First Baptist Church Douglas
Fisher will be presenting an all day demo. The demo is only $35 which includes
snacks, beverages and lunch!
The next 2 days, October 23rd and 24th, Doug will lead hands on classes on his
techniques. The October 23rd class is already full and signup is now open for the
class on October 24th. The class is limited to 8 participants and we need at least
6 for this class to be held. At press time only one slot remains open. The
class fee will be $100. Our fees represent a great bargain compared to the fees
charged by many clubs for demonstrations and classes such as these. Registration for the class on October 24th has now been opened to non-members so if
you want to attend this class don’t delay!
Doug is from Parksville, B.C. on Vancouver Island and is one of the rising stars in
woodturning with unique artistry and innovative techniques. After a career that
ranges from ironworker to drilling and blasting in underground gold mines to delivering sailboats to the Caribbean and across the Atlantic he became a full time professional artist in 1992 and since 1997 has focused on wood sculptures, primarily
made using the lathe. Doug collaborated with a British Columbia First Nation artist for several years and now, since that artist’s passing, continues to utilize First
Nation inspired art for the visual designs in most of his pieces. His works make
use of multi-center turning techniques while his unique finishing utilizes inks and
stains applied in multiple layers to attain an “old wood” patina that is quite wonderful. In between the turning and finishing, he carves, textures and burns. His finished works are beautiful!
Doug did his very first demo at the AAW Symposium last year to rave reviews. Last November I attended his all day demo at the Greater Vancouver Woodturners Guild and although this was only his
third demonstration, his presentation was equal to or better than many demonstrators who have been
doing demos for years. The day was very educational, focusing on his techniques which have the potential to be applied in many different ways to our own turning.
Be sure to check out Doug’s work at www.douglasjfisher.com You can also see several pieces of
Doug’s work on display at The Fairhaven Originals Gallery in the Fairhaven District of Bellingham.
Don’t delay! Be sure to send your registration to Greg Anderson at the mailing address below)
for the all day demo and the remaining class openings. Demo and class fees are due with your
registration. Your early registration helps us better plan for a successful event.
For additional information contact: Rick Anderson
360-319-7600 or Email: vicepresident@nwwwt.org
You may mail your Registration & Fee(s) for the demo and/or class to our
Treasurer:
Greg Anderson
23607 Hidden Valley Road
Granite Falls, WA 98252
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September Meeting
The September meeting was held on Thursday, September 15, 2011 at Hillcrest Park Lodge. George
and Clarice Way took command of the food situation for the evening, with pizza, salad, and a drink. Our
usual cook, Shirley Butters has had to resign that job for health reasons. It will be a matter for discussion
if the food service will be resumed. If anyone is interested in doing that, please let George or any one on
the board know.
The meeting opened with committee reports. Dennis Shinn, Sawdust Saturday chairman reports that the
next Sawdust Saturday will be held on the 24th of this month and the subject will be multi axis turning.
Dave Blair, show chairman, asked for volunteers to take posters to Woodcraft and Rockler in Seattle, advertising the upcoming Demo by Doug Fisher. He also announced the demo at the Vancouver Club on
the following Saturday, by Avelino Samuels, from the Virgin Islands. Jan highly recommended his demo,
that she had previously seen in Seattle.
Jesse Charette has sent out a test e-mail. Let him know if you are not receiving your e-mails. He will also
be purging those members who are no longer active, that means those who have not paid their dues.
Bob Doop, programs chairman reports that at the next meeting we will be entertained by some of our in
house experts. He also exhorted us to sign up to attend the Saturday Demo by Doug Fisher, which will
be in Anacortes, at the Baptist Church on October 22, starting at 9:00 and lasting until 4:00. Admission
$35.00, including lunch.
Melanie Mankameyer, special events co-coordinator talked about our annual Christmas meeting, which
will be a fun party, on Thursday, November 17, 2011. This will be a pot luck, with a Christmas ornament
contest, a bucket raffle and a live auction, by our own auctioneer, Tom DiNardo. Please bring your
spouse or a date and enjoy. If you have anything you would like to donate for either the auction or the
bucket raffle let Melanie know at HYPERLINK "mailto:sjandmm@msn.com" sjandmm@fidalgo.net
Les Books, librarian reports that some books are long overdue. He even had a list he called the ʻHall of
Shameʼ. We know that it is easy to forget. So if you know any of these people, please give them a gentle
reminder, Bob Klett, Daniel Franklin, and Cliff Lackor. We also are missing a copy of Chris Stottʼs
“Decorative Effects & Colouring”. Please return, no questions asked.
This is the time of year that our club elects new officers. A nomination committee is at work on that now,
and nominations will be open from the floor at the next meeting. Please speak to the person you wish to
nominate before you do. Nominations will be open for president, vice president, and two members at
large.
We will be voting on a proposed change in the by-laws at the next meeting. The change will make the
terms of office for president and vice president one year each, with the understanding that the vice president will be president the following year. They are two year terms now and that is a long commitment.
Dave Blair and George Way are working on securing a place to demonstrate in LaConner, during “Arts
Alive”. We will not be having a show there this year.
Vernon Liebrant brought our attention to the upcoming Whatcom Artist Studio Tour, which will be the first
two weekends in October featuring sixty artists. A Google search will bring you a map and information
about the tour.
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September Meeting cont.
Our presenter for the evening was Marco Barera, a very
talented gentleman, who is member of the Vancouver
woodturners Guild and also the Vancouver Woodworkers.
His background as a pattern maker gives him a lot of experience with design and tools and thinking outside the
box. He also entertained us with a good yodel.
His subject for this evening was turning a wooden flask, or
canteen. He brought several examples and some parts, to
demonstrate the process. First the design stage and planning must be done. Remember, this project is a both a
faceplate turning and a spindle turning. The body of the
flask and the hollowing is done on a faceplate or chuck,
and the neck, foot, and easing the edges is done between
centers. Some hand work will probably be required also. Careful selection and grain direction of wood is
important and sizing it to the correct thickness before starting would be a benefit.
Marco will be writing an article on the subject for the
AAW magazine, so I will not go into any detail about the
process, but he did give us a few very good pointers.
You can make a sanding stick that will sand a morse
taper, and wrap it with cloth backed paper. To make a
sizing gig for a morse taper, attach two pieces of plywood to a backboard using the morse taper as the pattern. Examples of flasks or canteens can be viewed at
HYPERLINK "http://
tre.rieber.org/#" http://tre.rieber.org/#2.0
The meeting ended with a look at the gallery table and
the usual wood auction.
Laura Matthews
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Editor’s Note
Top Turning in Bellingham
Jack Northey was nice enough to submit a couple of pictures from the top turning in Bellingham.
Looks like people stayed busy. Thanks Jack!

Italian Turning
I took the photo at left three weeks ago in a
woodworking shop in Bellagio Italy. If you look
closely you can see the old worn out wooden
tool rest rail the owner still uses to turn his
bowls.
The tool rest was supported on the end away
from the chuck by a regular tool rest base on
the lathe bed. The end closest to the chuck
was supported by a horizontal rail that was perpendicular to the lathe bed. The rail had
wooden pins about two inches apart. The
owner would move the tool rest rail from one
slot to the next between the pins to change the
distance from the bowl.
For those of you that like to turn large bowls, I took the photo at
right took two weeks ago of a bowl that is on display in the
Vatican Gallery. It is made from one solid piece of marble. I
don’t know the exact age of it but it is really, really old. It wasn’t turned but it is really large and very pretty.
Ron Wehde
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Mentoring News
MENTORING NEWS
Don’t forget that our Basic Mentoring program is available for beginning turners as well
as more experienced turners.
Our Basic Mentoring program was created using the AAW Teaching Woodturning Basics
teaching guide. The program focuses on learning spindle turning basics as a way to
master tool control which can then be applied to most other modes of turning. Our basic
turning mentors are George Way, Lucinda Van Valkenburg, Bob Doop, Fred Holder, Dave
Blair, Melanie
Mankamyer, Jim Short and Rick Anderson.
In addition to the basic mentoring program, we have developed a list of volunteer mentors with expertise in specialty subjects (such as hollowing, texturing, bowl turning, etc.)
as well as more advanced turning skills. These mentors stand ready to assist you…….it
is a great opportunity to advance your skills.
Printed copies of our mentor lists and their contact info are available on the membership
table at our monthly meetings. Be sure to pick up copies and keep them handy for the
next time you want to advance your turning skills.
If you have any questions regarding mentoring or need assistance in being connected
with an appropriate mentor please feel welcome to call or email me.
Rick Anderson
360-671-0532
VicePresident@NWWWT.org
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Ads
This space is set aside for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood. etc.
Please submit your ad to Ron Wehde (rmwehde@comcast.net) by the last Thursday of the month or
submit it to him at the meeting for inclusion in the next months newsletter.
MORE WOODTURNING
The magazine for turners. Published 10 times a
year by Fred Holder.
One yr: $35.00;
Two yrs: $70.00;
Three yrs $105.00.
Electronic version $25/yr. delivered from More
Woodturning online at: www.morewoodturning.net
Lots of great information for your browsing pleasure.
More Woodturning
PO Box 2168
Snohomish WA 98291-2168
Phone: 360-668-0976
email: fred@morewoodturning.net

Club Discounts Available:
Show your Club Membership card and get 10% off
at Rockler’s, Woodcraft and Crosscut Hardwoods

Targo Woods
1104 C Street Bldg. B
Bellingham, WA
Just three blocks south of the old site.
www.targowoods.com [or]
ww.hardwoodstoget.com
Local Bellingham wood source for your projects.
Hard woods, Burls, Veneers. Wood to replace a
leg on a chair, make a whole dining room set or
turn a bowl, you will find it at Targo.
Oby says: NWWoodturner Club
get 10% off on their Purchases.

members will

Save on gas buy local.

Looking for Parts
I am trying to set up a Grizzly mini lathe acquired years ago and never used. It has a
MT1 Morris taper, of all things. I have only the
drive center and live center that came with the
machine. Would anyone have MT1 items accessories they would like to sell or get ride of?
Richard Mabie 425-774-5996
rbmabie@msn.com
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Ads and Contacts
Club Contacts:

FOR SALE
BELSAW 9103
PLANER/MOLDING CUTTER
I have a Belsaw 9103 planer/molding
cutter that runs fine but needs
blades. Blades run about $40. The
manual is available online and I would be
glad to print it out if the buyer doesn't
have Internet access. I would like $150
for it.
Jan Garlington
360-668-2392
janicegarlington@gmail.com

For sale
Variable speed Mini Jet lathe
Complete with Jet stand, face plate, knockout bar,
live center and drive center and tool rest. Tool rack
and wrench less assembly bolts. Complete and in
undamaged condition $ 450.
Contact
Julian L Lee
360 299 2900
julian.s@comcast.net

President
George Way
President@nwwwt.org

360-293-7305

Vice President
Rick Anderson
VicePesident@nwwwt.org

360-319-7600

Secretary
Richard Mabie
Secretary@nwwwt.org

425-774-5996

Treasurer
Greg Anderson
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

425-501-8088

Member at Large
Jerry Holmes
loggerJerry@hotmail.com
Dennis Shinn
hdshinn@eskimo.com
Jim Sebring
n7blw@yahoo.com
Bill Rawls
wrawls@webtv.net

360-293-4529
360-854-9909
360-691-3788
360-387-2993

Programs Chairman
Bob Doop
Bob.doop@fidalgo.net

360-293-4522

Membership Chairman
Jesse Charette
Membership@nwwwt.org

360-671-0163

Education Chairman
Rick Anderson
rick@gardenarches.com

360-319-7600

Sawdust Saturday Chairman
Dennis Shinn
hdshinn@eskimo.com

360-854-9909

Events Chairman
Dave Blair
dlblair39@comcast.net

360-733-3911

Newsletter
Ron Wehde
Newsletter@nwwwt.org

425-745-9851
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