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Northwest Washington 
Woodturners.... 

meets every third Thursday of 
the month. There is no meeting 
in December. 
 

We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge 
in Mt.Vernon WA. Exit I-5 at Kin-
caid street, exit 226. Turn east 
up Kincaid to So. 13th, turn right 
on 13th. Hillcrest Park is approx. 
six blocks south on 13th. The 
lodge is located in the Northwest 
corner of the parking lot beyond 
the tennis courts.  Meetings are 
open to anyone interested in 
wood turning. All skill levels from 
beginners to advanced turners 
are welcome. 
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   President’s  Letter 
 

We did it again!  Another successful “big show” at the First 
Baptist Church in Anacortes.  We had 77 attendees with the 
slight majority  from our club.  Doug Fisher put on a great demo 
with well thought out props and examples so no one got bored 
waiting for the next segment.  Doug systematically covered 
more aspects of a turned and embellished piece than I can re-
member ever seeing. 
 
Then on Sunday and Monday, 16 lucky people were able to 
spend the day with Doug at Garrit’s shop.  Everyone left with a 
“Doug Fisher Look Alike” that included all aspects of Doug’s 
platters.  The pieces Doug turned for the workshops will be 
available in one of the auctions in November.  
 
If you missed the opportunity to attend either of these presen-
tations, you’ll want to sign up when the next “Big Show” comes 
March 10th, 2012.  Al Stirt will be our guest presenter for an all-
day Saturday demo with two hands-on workshops the following 
days. 
 
Our “Holiday Extravaganza” will be held November 17th at the 
Hillcrest Lodge. This will be a potluck that usually provides 
more good food than we can possibly eat.  The potluck set-up 
will be at 6:00 and we will plan to eat at 6:30.  After dinner we 
will have the ornament contest with gift certificates for the win-
ners.  Following the ornament contest we will have our – first 
ever—live auction with our (very own) professional auctioneer 
Tom DiNardo.  To finish the evening, we will have our custom-
ary “bucket raffle” where the winning tickets are picked for the 
items on the tables.  For this meeting only, there won’t be a 
wood raffle except for those that have special wood they would 
like to put in the “bucket raffle”.  Also, we will not have the 
usual “show and tell” table for people to display their work.  
You’ll have to save that for the January meeting. 
 
If there is something (anything) that you would like to donate 
for either auction, call Melanie Mankamyer (360-766-7004) to 
let her know what you are bringing. 
 
See you on that very special day, November 17th, for our fes-
tive and fun meeting to end the year. (No meeting in Decem-
ber)  Remember to bring your ornaments – Happy Turning,  
GW 
 
 



 Al Stirt Demo and Class 
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On March 10th  from 9am to 4pm at the Anacortes First Baptist Church 
Al Stirt will be presenting an all day demo.  Al will also be leading 
classes on March 11th & 12th .  Details of the demo and classes are still 
being worked out and will be announced in the November Newsletter. 
 
Al is from Enosburg Falls, Vermont which is 
near the US/Quebec border.  He has been 
a popular demonstrator at many clubs and 
events in the US and abroad, including sev-
eral AAW Symposiums.  Al’s work is primar-
ily focused on bowls, many of which have 
very unique texturing and coloring.  
 
The following artist statement from his website provides a brief glimpse 
into his art: 
“I consider myself a "bowl maker" more than a wood turner because, al-
though the turning process fascinates me, it is the resulting bowl that 
commands my interest. From the earliest times bowls have had mean-
ings for people beyond the purely utilitarian. The bowl as vessel has a 
resonance deep within the human psyche. I have always thought of 
each piece that I make as a composition 
utilizing elements of pattern, line, 
weight, texture and form. Even in the 

most simple pieces I try to find a harmony of grain and shape. I seek a 
balance in my work between the dynamic and the serene. By playing 
with the tension created by combining the circle's perfection with the 
energy of pattern I am trying to make pieces that have life. I use pat-
terns, whether created by grain structure or organic fluting & carving or 
repeated geometric shapes, to develop harmony in each of my pieces. I 
find myself always looking for a new means of expression within the 
turned form.” 
 
Be sure to visit Al’s website for more photos & information: http://www.alstirt.com 
 
For additional information contact: Rick Anderson  
360-319-7600 or Email:  vicepresident@nwwwt.org  
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Our October meeting started off with a nice Lasagna, salad, bread sticks, pop, cookies and coffee. It was 
hosted by Clarice Way and Robbie Shinn. We would like to express our thanks to the ladies for their 
help. It was a very good dinner and was enjoyed by everyone.  
 

George started off the meeting with a reminder that we are still looking for someone to take on the re-
sponsibility for the meals now that our dear friend Shirley is no longer able to continue creating her won-
derful meals for us . 
 

He went on to introduce guests and new members. We would like to welcome Jeremy Hamaker, Jason 
and Ginger Young.  We would like to take this opportunity to welcome them to our club and hope to see 
them join in on all the benefits we have to offer.  
 

George then moved on to committee reports. Dennis Shinn reported there would not be a SDS this 
month because of the Doug Fisher classes scheduled at Gerrit’s shop. He said the class for November 
will be lidded boxes. Dennis said Mike Young, Ed Frank and Ron Means will be taking on the SDS pro-
gram in January.  
 

Dave Blair reported that we will not be represented at the La Conner Arts Alive event this year. Available 
space became the biggest problem.  
 

George announced that the club has extra Doug Fisher posters available for sale for $1.00. Bob Doop 
spoke about the Doug Fisher seminar and suggested that all club members who haven’t planned to at-
tend reconsider. He said that everyone could learn something from Doug’s presentation.  
 

Jesse Charette said that he had removed all inactive members from the roster and we currently have 
123 active members.  
 

George reported for Les Books that there were still many on the library’s delinquent sign-out list and then 
read a list of the more prominent member’s names to everyone’s amusement. Everyone should be dili-
gent about returning items that have been out for longer than a month. It gives others a chance to check 
out the more popular titles.  
 

Melanie Mankamyer spoke about the upcoming November meeting. We are again planning a pot luck 
meal and a bucket raffle. She asked that everyone should plan to attend and to be sure and bring items 
for the auction. Melanie asked if those planning to donate items would send her a list of the items, or 
even bring them by her place if you live close by, or email a photo that could be shown in the newsletter 
it would really help generate interest in the event. George said we would also have a Christmas decora-
tion contest again this year, and hoped that everyone would participate. This will be our last meeting this 
year the next meeting will be January 19th 2012.  
 

John Guenewald our Top Gun announced our goal had been met and the box full of tops would be 
turned over to the Marine Corps in early November. He thanked everyone for their contributions.  
 

Jim Sebring spoke about the Joan Kelly Memorial Fund Grant Program. The Mid South Woodturners 
Guild is sponsoring grants to help chapters of AAW protect their members from debris during demonstra-
tions. Jim spoke about the safety issue with our demo lathe. The problem is if something came loose 
from the lathe folks in the front row could possibly be hurt. He applied on the clubs behalf for a grant and 
we received $100.00 to help install a screen. If anyone has an idea of how we can attach or place a 
screen on our demo lathe please contact Jim.  
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October  Meeting  cont. 
 

George spoke for the nominating committee and explained that the president, vice president, secretary 
and 2 members’ at large chairs would be open for election at the November meeting. Candidates cur-
rently are Rick Anderson for president, Melanie Mankamyer for vice president, Tom DiNardo for secre-
tary, and Jim Sebring and Ray Shields for members at large. 
 

Rick Anderson explained the changes needed in the bylaws. The question was called, seconded and 
the resolution was passed unanimously.  
 

The announcement was made that the new blue shirts with the club logo will be available the next 
meeting which will be November 17th  

 

 

At this time George introduced Jim Sebring the first of three presenters for 
the evening’s program. Jim spoke on tools you can make for use in your 
shop. The first was a doughnut chuck for finishing bowl bottoms. He made 
his from Baltic Birch plywood. He cut several 16 inch discs, of which one 
became the back board and the others had 4, 6 and 8 inch holes cut in the 
centers to expose the base of a bowl. He stacked them together and drilled 
8 equally spaced holes and marked a reference point on each to help match 
them up during later use. He said he discovered that he only needs to use 4 
of the holes to bolt the discs together securely. Jim also made short dowel 
spacers to help keep the discs even in use. He used “tool tray liner” from 
Harbor Freight to cover the 
back plate and the around the 
center hole in the front plates to 
help protect the bowl from dam-
age. To use, center your bowl 

on the back plate and bolt the appropriate sized front on. 
Wing nuts will help speed up the clamping process. You 
should spin the apparatus to make sure everything clears 
and the bowl is running true. If you still have the original cen-
ter hole in the bowl base you can run the tail stock up to help 
center the bowl. Jim made a special note to make sure you 
place the bolts that hold the apparatus together extend away 
from the side you are working on, as they could really clip 
your fingers. 
 
The next idea Jim presented was making your own threaded glue blocks. He uses hard rock maple 
flooring that he rips the back grooves off. He then cuts them to 2 inch squares and glues them together 
alternating the grain into stacks 2 inches tall. Once the glue is dry he uses a Forstner bit to drill a shal-
low recess to accommodate the threaded shoulder of the head stock. He then drills the appropriate 
sized hole to accommodate his Beall thread cutter. He mounts the block in a scroll chuck and uses a 
“mini tap guide pin” in the tail stock to keep the threading tool running true as he cuts the threads. Once 
the threads are cut he coats them with thin CA glue and then re-cuts them.  The glue makes a very 
strong thread. Jim explained that he then installs the block on his lathe and turns about 2/3rds of it 
round and squares off the face. He cautioned to make sure you leave the left shoulder square so you 
have a means of screwing if off when a turning is finished. You can also drill a hole sized to fit your 
scroll chuck breaker bar before you turn the block round.  
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October  Meeting  cont. 
 

To help control vibrations on thin turnings Jim uses a Jacobs’s chuck mounted in a “Morris taper that 
has a bearing”. He drills and taps the setup and runs a length of all-thread rod into it to keep it from 
coming out of the tail stock. By chucking a turning and pulling back pressure you can keep a thin turn-
ing from whipping around.  
 

Jim made a cut off jig scaled to fit his band saw with the pen blank sizes marked on the backer strip. He 
attached a runner on the bottom so it will sit in the saw table slot and easily slide for an accurate cut 
each time. He can quickly cut pen blanks to size without having to measure and mark each one.  
 

He next showed plastic cones made to hold pen barrels for sanding. Jim turns a Morris taper on one 
end and a cone on the other end sized to fit the turned pen barrels. Sanding on the pen mandrel tends 
to drag metal filings into the wooden pen blank. This can ruin a light colored wood very quickly.  
 

Jim also has made a handy drive chuck from a disc that he tapped to screw onto his lathe. He ran a 
pattern of short screws through the disc that will dig into a piece of rough wood stock and held in place 
with the tail stock. Different sized discs can be made to accommodate your needs.  
 

Jim used an inexpensive “laser pointer” from Harbor Freight to make a depth gauge. He installed a ¾ 
inch dowel about 12 or 14 inches long into a block of wood sized to fit on his lathe bed, approximately 4 
X 4 X 6 inches. He then ran two pieces of all-thread through the dowel, one about 4 inches from the 
block and the other at the end of the dowel. He attached the laser to the upper all-thread rod and when 
it is aimed at the bottom rod it will project a red spot on the side of your turning as it is inserted into your 
turning.    
 

Jim supplied us with a list of his resources. 
 

  Tool    Source        Web Site     Phone  
 Joyner Pendant Plate  Ruth Niles  torne-lignum.com 717-486-5232 
 Live Tailstock Jacobs Chuck Penn State  pennstateind.com  800-377-7297 
 MT2 Jacobs Chuck   Harbor Freight harborfreight.com 800-423-2567 
 ¼ X 20 Tap Set   Harbor Freight   
 Lathe Spindle Taps   Beall Tool  bealltool.com  800-331-4718 
 ER-32 Collet Chucks  Beall Tool 
 Mini Tap Guide   Enco   use-enco.com 800-873-3626 
 Face Plates    Don Pencil  donpencil.com 360-376-4586 

 
Our next program was presented by Melanie Mankamyer who 
spoke on making jewelry. She explained how earrings were made 
and spoke about the terminology used in the art and about the parts 
and findings used to assemble earrings. She described the differ-
ence between post and loop styles and the difference between the 
parts needed for each style. She showed earrings in several styles 
made of different woods.  
 
Melanie said when making earrings with wood that has a definite 
grain or design pattern you need to place the post or loop hole at 
the point you want as the top of the earring so that it will hang prop-
erly and not unexpectedly turn upside down. Melanie also explained 
that earrings have a left and a right side so any design features 
must be reversed to show properly.  
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October  Meeting  cont. 

She showed some of the tools used and explained the 
different sizes of round nose pliers used to make the 
rings and loops needed to attach the different parts to-
gether. Melanie pointed out the difference between a 
side cutter and a flush cutter. The flush cutter will get in 
tight and not leave a sharp bit of wire exposed. She 
said she uses a set of lathe tools from Sorby to turn the 
tiny shapes she uses for her earrings.  
 

Melanie went on to show how to assemble a loop style 
earring using a turned miniature champagne glass. She 
used a length of # 24 sized copper wire to make a three 
loop spiral and attached one end through a tiny hole in 

the champagne glass and the other end to a manufactured 
earring loop. Melanie said it is best to bend a loop side-
ways rather than splitting it open, as loops are easier to 
close without distorting their shape. She uses commercially 
made loops because as it is quicker than making them her-
self.  
 

Melanie provided us with a very informative 4 page hand 
out. It covers terminology of earring parts, special tools, 
sources and handy tips and techniques. It contained an ex-
cellent section explaining jewelry metals, wire hardness 
and discussed wire gauges and what different gauges were 
used for.   

 
After the coffee and cookie break our third demonstrator of 
the evening Dennis Shinn spoke about coopering and seg-
mented turnings. He said that coopering is not the same as 
segmented turning and went on to explain the difference. He 
showed examples of his latest segmented pieces, and al-
though they looked great to us he pointed out the little im-
perfections that bothered him. Dennis said we should learn 
to see tiny flaws and learn to critique ourselves.  
 

Dennis said wood piles can be an excellent source for 
choice pieces of highly figured wood. Often you only need a 
small piece to make up blank for a segmented turning. Since 
you are cutting it into small sections usually 12, one piece 
can be cut at the proper angle, then cut into segment sizes 
and glued together. A longer piece to be coopered can also 
be prepared this way.  

 

Dennis lays the pieces on a length of tape, applies glue and rolls the assembly to gather and clamps 
with long length hose clamps. He said hose clamp material can be purchase in a continuous length and 
cut to size as needed or you can hook several shorter clamps together. He did say however that the pre
-made clamps tend to be much stronger than the cut as you need type. Dennis said you should use 
stainless steel clamps to avoid glue stains on your wood. You could also set the clamps over the tape 
used to bundle the assembly to avoid contact with glue.  
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October  Meeting  cont. 

 
If you are going to insert infield pieces of metal between 
the sections of a segmented piece you should use ep-
oxy glue. He said it is not necessary to adjust for the 
additional thickness of the metal, the extra pieces will 
just make the circumference a little larger. Dennis said 
to be sure to mix enough glue to complete the glue-up. 
Having to mix more glue for the last couple of pieces is 
not fun.   
 
Dennis demonstrated a set of jumbo jaws he made for 
his scroll chuck to hold a large coopered pieces for turn-
ing. He also makes an end block so he can apply pres-
sure with the tail stock to help hold the turning into the 
jumbo jaws. He will first true a short section of the piece 
and then remounts the piece into the jumbo jaws. It en-
ables a better grip. Dennis said at this point you can 
continue turning the piece as you normally would. 

 
 

 
At this time George presented the gallery in which we had a wide 
range of work this month. Be sure to go to the club’s web site on-line 
gallery to see them all. It is a real treat to see the work other club 
members have created.  
 
After the tables and chairs were put away it was then on to the wood 
raffle. There were many happy club members walking out the door 
with their next project in hand. This is an excellent revenue source for 
our club and an excellent source for members who need project 
wood. Thanks to all of you who donated turning stock this month.  
 
Richard Mabie  
 
 

Editor's Note: 
 

I would like to thank Richard Mabie for the excellent meeting minutes he has taken for the last year and 
for catching my mistakes. Richard, you made my job putting the newsletter together a whole lot easier! 
 

Thanks, 
Ron Wehde 
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November Meeting 

 

It's that time of year again!  Time to have some fun, spend some money, 
and support our Club!  We will once again have the Bucket Raffle at our 
November Pot-luck Party, and we will also have a LIVE Auction for the 
higher end items (like Sherry's pies)!  
 

For our newer members, in a Bucket Raffle, you purchase a bunch of raffle tickets (10 
for $5) and drop tickets into the "bucket" assigned to the item you want to win.  You can 
put as many tickets as you want in any bucket. 
 
We are very fortunate to have a professional auctioneer, Tom DiNardo, as one of our 
members.  He promised me an action-packed Auction as long as I can deliver the 
"goods" for him to work with...  soooo.... 
 
We are again looking to our members for donations to be auctioned or raffled off.  All 
proceeds will go to the Club.  Donations do not have to be related to woodturning. 
 
• Do you have extra kits or materials that you could part with? 
• Do you have any gently used tools that are taking up space? 
• Are you famous for your jams, jellies, or pickles? 
• Do you have a talent or expertise that you'd share/teach (e.g. "A Day in the Shop with 

___"; "Gourmet Dinner with___")? 
• Do you have something that our non-woodturning guests would enjoy? 
• Do you have a finished piece that others would covet 
 
If so, please send me a note (sjandmm@fidalgo.net) or give me a call (360-766-7004) 
with what you can donate to the cause!  Thanks in advance for your support 
 
Melanie Mankamyer  
sjandmm@fidalgo.net 
360-766-7004 

 
 



 

MENTORING NEWS 
 
Don’t forget that our Basic Mentoring program is available for beginning turners as well 
as more experienced turners. 
 
Our Basic Mentoring program was created using the AAW Teaching Woodturning Basics  
teaching guide. The program focuses on learning spindle turning basics as a way to 
master tool control which can then be applied to most other modes of turning. Our basic 
turning mentors are George Way, Lucinda Van Valkenburg, Bob Doop, Fred Holder, Dave 
Blair, Melanie  
Mankamyer, Jim Short and Rick Anderson. 
 
In addition to the basic mentoring program, we have developed a list of volunteer men-
tors with expertise in specialty subjects (such as hollowing, texturing, bowl turning, etc.) 
as well as more advanced turning skills. These mentors stand ready to assist you…….it 
is a great opportunity to advance your skills. 
 
Printed copies of our mentor lists and their contact info are available on the membership 
table at our monthly meetings. Be sure to pick up copies and keep them handy for the 
next time you want to advance your turning skills. 
 
If you have any questions regarding mentoring or need assistance in being connected 
with an appropriate mentor please feel welcome to call or email me. 
 
Rick Anderson 
360-671-0532 
VicePresident@NWWWT.org 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 Mentoring  News 
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Editor’s Note 

       
                Think you need the latest tools and equipment? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Think again! 
 

Courtesy of Jack Fisher 
  



 

This space is set aside for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood. etc. 
Please submit your ad to Ron Wehde (rmwehde@comcast.net) by the last Thursday of the month or 
submit it to him at the meeting for inclusion in the next months newsletter. 

 Ads 
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MORE WOODTURNING 
 

 The magazine for turners. Published 10 times a  
 year by Fred Holder.  
 One year: $35.00; 
 Two years: $70.00;  
 Three years $105.00. 
 Electronic version $25/yr. delivered from More  
 Woodturning online at: www.morewoodturning.net 
 Lots of great information for your browsing  
 pleasure. 
 

 More Woodturning 
 PO Box 2168 
 Snohomish WA 98291-2168 
 Phone: 360-668-0976 
 email: fred@morewoodturning.net 

 

Club Discounts Available: 
 

Show your Club Membership card and get 10% off 
at Rockler’s, Woodcraft and Crosscut Hardwoods 

 

Targo Woods 
1104 C Street Bldg. B 

Bellingham, WA 
 Just three blocks south of the old site. 

www.targowoods.com [or] 
ww.hardwoodstoget.com 

 

 Local Bellingham wood source for your projects. 
Hard woods, Burls, Veneers. Wood to replace a 
leg on a chair, make a whole dining room set or 
turn a bowl, you will find it at Targo. 
 

 Oby says: NWWoodturner Club  members will 
get 10% off on their  Purchases. 
 

Save on gas buy local. 



Club Contacts: 
 

President 

George Way     360-293-7305 
President@nwwwt.org 
 

Vice President 
Rick Anderson   360-319-7600 
VicePesident@nwwwt.org 
 

Secretary 

Richard Mabie    425-774-5996 
Secretary@nwwwt.org 
 

Treasurer 

Greg Anderson     425-501-8088 
Treasurer@nwwwt.org 
 

Member at Large 
Jerry Holmes    360-293-4529 
loggerJerry@hotmail.com 
 

Dennis Shinn    360-854-9909 
hdshinn@eskimo.com 
 

Jim Sebring     360-691-3788 
n7blw@yahoo.com 
 

Bill Rawls     360-387-2993 
wrawls@webtv.net 
 

Programs Chairman 
Bob Doop    360-293-4522 
Bob.doop@fidalgo.net 
 

Membership Chairman 
Jesse Charette   360-671-0163 
Membership@nwwwt.org 
 

Education Chairman 
Rick Anderson   360-319-7600 
rick@gardenarches.com 
 

Sawdust Saturday Chairman 
Dennis Shinn    360-854-9909 
hdshinn@eskimo.com 
 

Events Chairman 
Dave Blair      360-733-3911 
dlblair39@comcast.net  
 

Newsletter 
Ron Wehde      425-745-9851 
Newsletter@nwwwt.org 

 Ads  and  Contacts 

   For sale 
   Variable speed Mini Jet lathe 
  New Price! 
 

 Complete with Jet stand, face plate, knockout bar, 
 live center and drive center and tool rest. Tool 
 Rack and wrench less assembly bolts. Complete 
and in  undamaged condition $350.00 
 
 Contact 
 

 Julian L Lee 
 360 299 2900 
 Julian.s@comcast.net 
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       Looking  for  Parts 
 

I am trying to set up a Grizzly mini lathe 
acquired years ago and never used.  It  
has a MT1 Morris taper, of all things. I 
have only the drive center and live  center 
that came with the machine. Would anyone 
have MT1 items accessories they would 
like to sell or get ride of? 
 

Richard Mabie  425-774-5996 
rbmabie@msn.com 

       Wanted: 
Medium to large sized lathe, to replace my 
ole Grizzly. 
 

Richard Mabie 
425-774-5996 
rbmabie@msn.com 
  


