Northwest Washington Woodturners
A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for June 2012

Northwest Washington
Woodturners...

meets every third Thursday of the
month. There is no meeting in
December.
We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in
Mt. Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid
St, exit 226. Turn east up Kincaid to
So. 13th Street, turn right (south).
Hillcrest Park is approx. 6 blocks
south on 13th St. The Lodge is
located in the northwest corner of the
parking lot beyond the tennis courts.
Meetings are open to anyone
interested in woodturning. All skill
levels from beginners to advanced
turners are welcome.
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President's Letter
Greetings!
I am tempted to say I hope everyone is enjoying these
long hot summer days, but can’t bring myself to be
quite so cynical. Hopefully the warm dry weather will
arrive in time for our upcoming July and August events:
July 21 st and August 4th with Top Turning for Kids,
Anacortes Arts Festival August 4th & 5th followed by
our always FUN picnic/potluck on August 11 th. If you
have never turned tops for the kids festivals I
encourage you to give it a try. It’s FUN and a great
way to practice your skills. Please contact Dave Blair
or Ray Shields to sign up for top turning or George
Way for the Anacortes Arts Festival.
Remember, if you haven’t turned many tops before
there are a number of members who would be happy
to mentor you, and there will be experienced top
turners on hand at the events to assist you. These
events are all a great way to get acquainted with other
members and share your knowledge and ideas!
Looking much further forward, with David Ellsworth
coming to our club for an all day demo and classes on
March 23-25, 2013 there are opportunities to help our
club with setup / teardown, publicity and registration.
Please contact me if you can help…..the success of this
event depends greatly upon your help.
Be sure to not miss our upcoming meeting with
program by Fred Holder showing us how to make hand
chased threads on our turnings. They are especially
useful on lidded boxes and similar objects; making
threads by hand is a special skill and a way to add a
very special touch to your project. This will be a very
interesting program!
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Enjoy your summer…..I look forward to seeing you
soon at our upcoming events and meeting!
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Rick
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June Meeting

Effective Design

Presented by Jim Christiansen & Gerrit Van Ness
We all know the phrase "Can't see the forest for the trees".
In terms of evaluating lathe turned work it might be better
said we sometimes "Fail to see the trees for the forest."
The point being we can become distracted from the
important "Elements of Design".

Textured vessel by Gerrit Van Ness

Gerrit pointed out that Craftsmanship is essential to the success of the finished product. While
this may seem somewhat self evident, we can sometimes overlook a minor bit of torn grain, a
few sanding scratches here or there, frequently missed by not taking the time to examine the
piece in a variety of lighting arrangements. It may not be a flaw or mistake, just a simple matter
of not taking the time to look at the trees.
The concept of the Pleasing Curve is a bit more abstract. Curves should be "fair", meaning no
flat spots or sudden and unexpected deviations. Experience is the only teacher here. Test your
tool using scrap wood. Take the time to rough down odd bits of wood, compare various curves
and practice tool control. There are no mathematical formulae that will determine the best line
for a given form.
Keeping in mind Thematic Coherence, all the parts (that is, details) should reinforce the whole.
Beads and coves used to enhance transitions from one curve or shape to another should be
consistent. A closely related design element is Scale & Proportion. Size should be determined
to support a design goal; proportion is highly subjective but is intimately related to size. As with
learning to create pleasing curves, spending time to experiment with details of different proportions related to the size of the piece will contribute to a better appreciation for how the two
work together.
Many wood turners, including myself, work primarily in the realm of items for daily use. Thus
Use and Function become another element of design worth considering. Beyond the
practicality of a piece, say a fruit or salad bowl, pieces created primarily for display require
attention to size, color and style. Bookshelf items should be scaled appropriately for their
setting; the potential decor of the intended display space will impact the style.
Thank you, Gerrit & Jim, for an informative evening devoted to
expanding our vision with regard to finding more meaning in
our turning. As Bill Rawls commented later after the meeting,
perhaps the most important message of the presentation was
that we take the time to stop and look at our work and assess
where we should go from that point. Or perhaps stop. Maybe
taking a closer look at the trees will help us create a better
forest.
Submitted by Dennis Shinn

'Circle of Time' by Jim Christiansen
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July Demo
July's regular meeting demonstration will feature Fred Holder, one of our founding
members. He will be discussing and demonstrating hand thread chasing. Although Fred
is perhaps most renowned for his superbly crafted Chinese balls, he has extensive
experience in wood thread chasing, and has written a book about it. Don't miss his
presentation!

The CREATIVE CHALLENGE for July
For July the CREATIVE CHALLENGE will be "ON VACATION!" Let’s have some fun with
our woodturning and tweak the creativity within our brains. Your entry can be at whatever
level you are turning. Turning experience doesn’t matter…..playing with your creativity
does. Your work will be shown on the Creative Challenge gallery table, but NOT critiqued
or judged in any way. There WILL BE PRIZES......everyone who participates will have an
equal chance to win a gift certificate from Craft Supply. Crank up your imagination......we
look forward to seeing your version of “ON VACATION!”
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2012 AAW Symposium in San Jose
A number of NWW club members were fortunate to attend
this year's AAW Symposium in San Jose. And our very own
Vice President, Melanie Mankamyer, not only attended but
also brought her niece Rachel and nephew Tim to
participate in the Youth Program (see their picture at right).
Rumor has it they enjoyed a wonderful time, especially
since they won that Jet mini-lathe they are standing behind
in a raffle.

For an entertaining and lighthearted account of the 2012
Symposium, see a recap of the event by Tom DiNardo here:

http://www.nwwwt.org/resources/AAW%202012%20Symposium%20Recap.pdf

A Great Online Resource
A couple of weeks ago I was searching for toxicity information on a piece of wood I had
been asked to turn and came upon what has proven to be the best wood information
website I have found anywhere. It's simply called the The Wood Database. It lists
extensive information by specie as to properties, toxicity, along with excellent photos to
assist in wood identification. In addition to info by species it also contains such
information as Endangered Species Listings, ways to identify woods, wood dust safety and
MUCH more. I think you too will find it a valuable resource. --Rick
LINK: http://www.wood-database.com/
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Upcoming Events
This summer the Northwest Washington Woodturners have events that help to promote
woodturning in our communities, turning tops for kids at the Mt. Vernon Children's Festival
at Hillcrest Park, top turning in Bellingham at Bloedel Donovan Park, demonstrating
woodturning at the Anacortes Arts Festival, and demonstrating and/or selling at Hills to
Mills at the Logger Rodeo Grounds at Deming. These events require a commitment from
our members; top turning at kids' festivals requires twelve or more turners to use eight
lathes to make tops and Anacortes Arts Festival requires enough turners to man two to three
lathes for two days during festival hours. There will be signup sheets for these events at the
June meeting. I urge all of you to attend some of these events even if it is for just a few
hours. When you attend these events you will find they are a good chance to get to know
your fellow turners, have fun turning and have a chance to practice your turning skills.
July 7-8

Hills to Mills at the Deming Logger Rodeo Grounds (6 free camping
sites available)

July 21

Children's Festival at Hillcrest Park in Mt. Vernon

August 4 Children's Festival at Bloedell Donavon Park in Bellingham
August 4-5 Anacortes Arts Festival in Anacortes
If you wish to sign up for these events before the June meeting contact:
Dave Blair 360-733-3911 dlblair39@comcast.net
or
Ray Shields 360-671 -3072 rayshields@msn.com

Woodturner's Rendezvous
July 16-18, 2012

Camping and outdoor woodturning Rendezvous. Ellensburg, Rodeo grounds North RV
lot [Kittitas Valley Event Center]
Join us for an unstructured camping and turning get together. Bring your mini lathe.
Come early and stay late.
Plan to be entertained by Don Derry on the 17th.
Email or call Julian Lee (julian.s@comcast.net, 360-299-2900) to secure a campsite.
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Sawdust Saturdays
Sawdust Saturdays have been designed by club volunteers to help new turners develop skills
and be introduced to different opportunities in wood turning. Classes are held at Garrett Van
Ness’ studio in Bayview. We begin the class about 9:00 am and wrap up about 3:00 pm. Our
club has eight mini-lathes available to learn on as well as a basic set of turning tools for each
lathe.
The next classes will be:
July 28: Chainsaw safety and maintenance at Jerry Holmes shop.
September 29: Goblets
October 27: Tools and equipment
Sign-up sheets will be available at the Thursday meetings.
Please sign up early. The fee for classes is $5.00 to cover the cost of materials and treats.
For information on classes contact:
Ed Frank at 360.293.5534, or Mike Young at 360.293.4236.

Join The Fun!
It may be true that NWW has a strong Board, but we need YOU to help
make our summertime activities a success!

Please join us at Hills To Mills, or turn tops in Mt Vernon and/or Bellingham, or
show your artistic side at the Anacortes Arts Festival. You'll be happy you did!

6

Club Contacts
President
Rick Anderson
President@nwwwt.org

360-31 9-7600

Vice President
Melanie Mankamyer
360-766-7004
VicePesident@nwwwt.org

Membership Chairpersons

Hazel Thomas
360-929-6075
Membership@nwwwt.org
Laura Matthews
360-757-7730
Membership@nwwwt.org

Secretary
Dennis and Robbie Shinn
Secretary@nwwwt.org

360-854-9909

Mentoring Chairperson
Jim Sebring
n7blw@yahoo.com

Treasurer
Greg Anderson
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

425-501 -8088

Sawdust Saturday Chairpersons
Ed Frank
360-293-5534
edwinfrank@comcast.net

Members at Large
Bill Rawls
wrawls1 @gmail.com

360-387-2993

Jim Sebring
n7blw@yahoo.com
Ray Shields
rayshields@msn.com

360-691 -3788

Mike Young
mjyoungana@gmail.com

360-293-4236

360-691 -3788

Events Chairperson
Dave Blair
dlblair39@comcast.net

360-733-3911

360-671 -3072

Ray Shields
rayshields@msn.com

360-671 -3072

Dennis Shinn
360-854-9909
Skagitdude@isomedia.com

Newsletter Chairperson
Ray Shields
rayshields@msn.com

360-671 -3072

Programs Chairperson
George Way
georgerway@gmail.com

Library Chairperson
Les Books
l.books09@gmail.com

360-93-5067

360-293-7305

Website Chairperson
Jesse Charette
360-920-1 485
jesse.charette@gmail.com

Volunteer needed with website or graphic design experience.

We are forming a small team to redesign the club website. We could use one more persons
to help decide on -- and possibly help implement -- new layout, content, and features. If you
are interested, please contact Jesse Charette at web@nwwwt.org.

Don't miss David Ellsworth!
Master woodturner David Ellsworth will be here in the Pacific Northwest in
201 3. Please mark your calendar for the dates below:
All Day Demo (Anacortes): March 23, 201 3
Hands-On Classes: March 22 & 24, 201 3
Registration begins in October.
Fees & other details to be determined & will be posted soon.
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Ads
This space is set aside for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc. Please
submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.

Targo Woods
11 00 C St, Bldg B
Bellingham, WA

www.targowoods.com or
www.hardwoodstoget.com
Local Bellingham wood source for
your projects. Hardwoods, Burls,
Veneers. Wood to replace a leg on a
chair, make a whole dining room set or
turn a bowl, you will find it at Targo.
Oby says: "NWW Club members will
get 10% off on their purchases. "
Save on gas, buy local!

The magazine for turners. Published 10
times a year by Fred Holder.
One year: $35.00
Two years: $70.00
Three years: $105.00
Electronic version $25/yr delivered online
at: www.morewoodturning.net
Lots of great information for your
browsing pleasure.
More Woodturning
PO Box 2168
Snohomish, WA 98291-2168
Phone: 360-668-0976
Email: fred@morewoodturning.net

Club Discounts Available

Show your Club Membership card and get
10% off at Rockler's, Woodcraft and
Crosscut Hardwoods.
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Ads (Cont'd)

LOST & FOUND @

Gerrit Van Ness' shop: Dark gray/blue Seiko Titanium glasses
case. Most likely lost the day of Jim Christiansen's class on June 20.
Contact Rick Anderson at president@nwwt.org or 360-31 9-7600.

One Last Thing...
Here, for your amusement and inspiration, is a great 4 minute video involving
some large scale turning. It was brought to our attention by Jesse Charette.
The turner's name is Keith Holamon.

Big Wooden Ball Project
a film by Kaya Dillon
edited by Mike Leuis

LINK: http://vimeo.com/41892788
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