
Northwest Washington Woodturners
A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for November 201 2

Northwest Washington
Woodturners...

meets every third Thursday of the

month. There is no meeting in

December.

We meet at Hi l lcrest Park Lodge in

Mt. Vernon, WA. Exi t I -5 at Kincaid

St, exi t 226. Turn east up Kincaid to

So. 1 3th Street, turn right (south).

Hi l lcrest Park is approx. 6 blocks

south on 1 3th St. The Lodge is

located in the northwest corner of the

parking lot beyond the tennis courts.

Meetings are open to anyone

interested in woodturning. Al l ski l l

levels from beginners to advanced

turners are welcome.

President's Letter

Hel lo!

I t’s Hol iday Party time! Our annual tradi tion of
scrumptious potluck and fun raffles are the main
events of our November 1 5th meeting. I t’s always
an evening of conversation, laughter and fun…..be
sure to be there!

We also wi l l be electing a new Vice President,
Treasurer and two At-Large Board members. So I
hope everyone can attend. Further nominations
may be made from the floor but, i f l ike past years,
this wi l l be a rather short process! THAN KS to our
nominating committee of Melanie Mankamyer,
Laura Matthews and Bi l l Rawls. They al l put in a
lot of effort to make sure our leadership in the
future is strong.

We wi l l sti l l be accepting more Tops for Tots at
our November meeting and wi l l make sure that
those get del ivered to the Marines in time for
hol iday distribution to the kids. So don’t put away
your top turning tools just yet….. i f we al l turn a
few more tops we can put a smi le on lots of faces
come Christmas!

This year our “ornament contest” and the Nov.
Creative Chal lenge wi l l be combined. The theme
is "‘Tis the Season." Any turning project that i s
representative of the theme is el igible, be i t
ornament, snowman or snowflake, a special toy,
or surprise us! A place wi l l be provided to display
ornaments. We wi l l have even more gi ft certi f-
icates than usual for the drawing…..your chance is
better than ever to win!

Be sure to sign up soon for the David El lsworth Al l
Day Demo and classes in March. I t’s also dues
renewal time. Stop by the membership table to
sign up and pay! You can also mai l your
registrations and dues to our Treasurer Greg
Anderson.
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President's Letter (cont'd)

I have just been noti fied that Hi l lcrest Lodge is being closed for the months of January and
February for repair work. Thus, we wi l l be meeting the fi rst 2 months of our new year at the
Burl ington Community Center.

This meeting wi l l bring our year of meetings and activi ties to a close. I hope al l of you have had
a lot of fun and learning. Our next meeting wi l l be January 1 7, 201 3 when the fun begins once
more!

Rick

November Hol iday Party

Our November meeting wi l l be a POTLUCK DIN N ER

with a couple of RAFFLES and an opportuni ty to

display your very own, hand-made Christmas/Hol iday

ornament. We are again asking for donations for the

Bucket Raffle -- any extra turning ki ts, gi ft cards,

crafts/suppl ies, home-made treats. . .

This year al l of the money we raise wi l l be dedicated to our fledgl ing Educational Outreach Program.

Headed by Past President George Way, this program is currently helping Sedro Wool ley High purchase

turning related equipment, and George has been spending time there mentoring the kids. We plan to

expand the program to other high schools next year and George is looking for volunteers.

We also need a few extra volunteers to help with the clean up, so i f you are wi l l ing to stick around for

an addi tional 1 5-20 minutes to assist us, we would love i t.

The Hol iday Party is a lot of fun -- I hope you wi l l bring your spouse/partner for an evening of

social izing and merriment!

Melanie Mankamyer
VP / Raffle Maestro / Bon Vivant
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October Demonstrator

When Eric Loftstom
provides the evening’s program, i t’s often

di fficul t to tel l who has more fun, the audience

or Eric himself. As an educator, he’s perfectly at

home before a group, be i t fi rst graders or those

of us more, shal l I say, mature. Our October

meeting was no exception.

Not only is Eric one of the few who has

mastered the skew chisel , he has a real gi ft for

helping others understand i t as wel l . This i s one

of the best tools with which to learn and

develop tool control .

The simple fact i s, “You cannot cheat

physics”. And this i s one tool that rel ies a great

deal on physics for i ts effectiveness. Once you

understand the physics you learn to use i t to

your advantage. The second crucial element,

perhaps the fi rst, i s to real ize the importance of

what a truly sharp tool can do to maximize the

turning experience. Eric provided several

valuable tips and tricks on how to achieve the

perfect edge.

The geometry of the cutting edge is also

important. Eric’s skew chisels are ground with

approximately the fi rst thi rd of the toe or long

point of the edge perpendicular to the shank of

the tool . The remaining portion is ground back

in a gradual arc. This shape provides a wide

variety of peel ing, planing and paring cutting

options.

The next crucial ingredient in a successful turning

experience is body language. This starts with the feet and

legs. Properly integrated, the tool becomes a part of and

an extension of the body. Cuts, with any tool , are

smoother and far more control led than when the tool i s

guided only by the arms and/or hands.

Of the many other great tips coming out of this

presentation was proper tool grip. Remember, we cannot

cheat physics. And there wi l l always be a time now and

then when we try. And the harder we try, the fi rmer our

grip and the worse the outcome. A wel l sharpened tool

properly presented to the work requires l i ttle more than

l ight finger pressure to control i t. Those inevi table

catches wi l l be far less dramatic given a more relaxed

hold. I f you’re a white knuckle turner, i t may be time to

rethink how you’re holding the tool .

Too many turners, especial ly we less experienced

turners, suppose the key to a clean cut is speed. As any

wood carver wi l l tel l you, i t’s how sharp the tool i s that

determines the cleanl iness of the cut. Eric knows this

wel l since his interest in woodworking began as a wood

carver before ever working at the lathe. The importance

of sharp tool cannot be over emphasised.

Once again we express our thanks and appreciation for

a del ightful evening ful l of valuable turning information

presented in a most entertaining way. Thank you, Eric.

Eric demonstrates his proficiency in roughing down aspindle with a peeling cut. It’s well worth noting thatduring this process the workpiece was held with a stebcenter with only minmal pressure from the tail stock. Hecould easily stop the piece with his hand yet propersharpening and tool control allowed him to quicklyrough the stock into a cylinder.

Proper stance and body movement results in harmonybetween the turner, the tool and the work.

[Note: Eric did not and does not use his presentations as a
platform to promote individual tool mfrs. but when asked he
provided a source for the tools he uses:

www.dwaytools.com]

Story and photos by Dennis Shinn



Eric Lofstrom's Skew Class on October 1 9

Hazel demonstrates considerable physical agi l i ty and a no-nonsense atti tude during Eric's warm up exercises.

The CREATIVE CHALLENGE for November

The November CREATIVE CHALLENGE is ti tled, " 'TIS THE SEASON !" Crank up your

imagination and turn a festive seasonal offering of some kind. Hanging ornaments, toys,

snowflakes, you name it. . . i t' s your choice! This i s a wonderful opportuni ty to stretch your

woodturning experience. Your work wi l l be shown on a separate section of the gal lery table,

and NOT cri tiqued or judged in any way. This i s NOT a contest! As always, there wi l l be a

drawing for prizes, and rumor has i t there wi l l be a few more than usual . Get those creative

juices flowing!
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Sawdust Saturdays

Sawdust Saturdays have been designed by club volunteers to help new turners develop ski l l s

and be introduced to di fferent opportuni ties in wood turning. Classes are held at Garrett Van

Ness’ studio in Bayview. We begin the class about 9:00 am and wrap up about 3:00 pm. Our

club has eight mini -lathes avai lable to learn on as wel l as a basic set of turning tools for each

lathe.

The next classes wi l l be:

January 26 – Introduction to turning, spindles, and tops

February 23 – Bowls and bowl shapes

March 30 – Natural edge bowls

April 27 – Shop tool safety and sharpening

May 18 – Platters, flat things, plates

Sign-up sheets wi l l be avai lable at the Thursday meetings.

Please sign up early. The fee for classes is $5.00 to cover the cost of materials and treats.

For information on classes contact:

Ed Frank at 360.293.5534, or Mike Young at 360.293.4236.

David El lsworth Coming

Along the way there wi l l be lots of discussions of tool shapes and sharpening and turning some

smal ler examples of other shapes…..al l wi th detai led explanations. As wel l , there wi l l be lots of time

for audience questions and other discussions.

You can register at our regular meetings or by sending your registration fee and contact information

to our Treasurer: Greg Anderson

23607 Hidden Val ley Road

Grani te Fal ls, WA 98252

Please make checks payable to: Northwest Washington Woodturners

On March 23rd from 9am to 4pm at the

Anacortes First Baptist Church David El lsworth

wi l l be presenting an al l -day demo of his

turning and techniques. David wi l l also be

leading hands-on classes on March 22nd &

24th.

David’s al l -day demo wi l l feature turning a

natural edge bowl in the morning session and

his signature hol low forms in the afternoon.

(See next page for a report on the most recent Sawdust Saturday)



Shop Safety & Sharpening Class

Mike Young led a class on shop safety at

his studio October 27 with seven club

members in attendance. Their level of

experience ranged from “I just bought a

lathe and need to know what to do with

i t” to "I have been turning for a few years

and want to learn.” After introductions,

general shop safety issues were discussed

by Ed Frank. Ed and Mike then moved to

the lathe to discuss setup and safety

points that can lead to successful work

habi ts. We then moved to the band saw

and the table saw.

Throughout the presentation discussion was

encouraged with attendees asking many questions

and offering good information from their

experience. After lunch we discussed lathe tools

and how to sharpen them using both j igs and

freehand. Students were then offered time and

guidance sharpening their own tools. At the end

of the day Mike brought in a large bowl blank and

demonstrated what was discussed in the class.

Several pieces of wood were made avai lable to

attendees to take home for practice.
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Club Contacts

President
Rick Anderson 360-31 9-7600
President@nwwwt.org

Vice President
Melanie Mankamyer 360-766-7004
VicePesident@nwwwt.org

Secretary
Dennis and Robbie Shinn 360-854-9909
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Treasurer
Greg Anderson 425-501 -8088
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Members at Large
Bi l l Rawls 360-387-2993
whrawls1 @gmai l .com

J im Sebring 360-691 -3788
n7blw@yahoo.com

Ray Shields 360-671 -3072
rayshields@msn.com

Dennis Shinn 360-854-9909
Skagi tdude@isomedia.com

Programs Chairperson
George Way 360-293-7305
georgerway@gmai l .com

Website Chairperson
Jesse Charette 360-920-1 485
jesse.charette@gmai l .com

Membership Chairpersons
Hazel Thomas 360-929-6075
Membership@nwwwt.org

Laura Matthews 360-757-7730
Membership@nwwwt.org

Mentoring Chairperson
J im Sebring 360-691 -3788
n7blw@yahoo.com

Sawdust Saturday Chairpersons
Ed Frank 360-293-5534
edwinfrank@comcast.net

Mike Young 360-293-4236
mjyoungana@gmai l .com

Events Chairperson
Dave Blair 360-733-3911
dlblai r39@comcast.net

Ray Shields 360-671 -3072
rayshields@msn.com

Gallery Photographer
Ron Means 360-222-3092
ron.means@rocketmai l .com

Newsletter Chairperson
Ray Shields 360-671 -3072
rayshields@msn.com

Library Chairperson
Les Books 360-93-5067
l .books09@gmai l .com
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This space is set aside for members to adverti se free of charge to sel l or purchase tools, wood, etc. Please
submit your ad to the Newsletter Edi tor by the last Thursday of the month or submit i t to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.

The magazine for turners. Published 10

times a year by Fred Holder.

One year: $35.00

Two years: $70.00

Three years: $105.00

Electronic version $25/yr delivered online

at: www.morewoodturning.net

Lots of great information for your

browsing pleasure.

More Woodturning

PO Box 2168

Snohomish, WA 98291 -2168

Phone: 360-668-0976

Email: fred@morewoodturning.net

Targo Woods
1 1 00 C St, Bldg B

Bell ingham, WA

www.targowoods.com or
www.hardwoodstoget.com

Local Bellingham wood source for
your projects. Hardwoods, Burls,
Veneers. Wood to replace a leg on a
chair, make a whole dining room set or
turn a bowl, you will find it at Targo.

Oby says: "NWW Club members will
get 10% off on their purchases."

Save on gas, buy local!

Ads



Club Discounts Available

Show your Club Membership card and

get 10% off at Rockler's, Woodcraft

and Crosscut Hardwoods.
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Ads (Cont'd)

FOR SALE: Extensive collection of woodworking knowledge, now slightly spalted.

$1 0/oz. Bonus pack of arcane electrical facts. Wil l consider trade for generous dollop of

youth. Contact Dave Blair, 733-391 1




