Northwest Washington Woodturners
A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for March/April 2013

Northwest Washington
Woodturners...

The Club meets every third Thursday of
the month. There is no meeting in December. Time: 6:30pm. No host dinner
beginning at 5:30pm .
We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid St, exit
226. Turn east up Kincaid to So. 13th
Street, turn right (south). Hillcrest Park
is approx. 6 blocks south on 13th St.
The Lodge is located in the northwest
corner of the parking lot beyond the
tennis courts.
Meetings are open to anyone interested
in woodturning. All skill levels from
beginners to advanced turners are
welcome.
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President's Letter
What an amazing month! We had a full house for
our March meeting and had over 1 80 people attend
our all-day event with David Ellsworth! And I was
one of the lucky 1 6 who were able to take a class
with David - there were many small tips that make a
HUGE difference, and that 85-degree angle on the
“bottom of the bowl” gouge was like a magic…
THANK YOU again to all who made it happen Rick Anderson for the overall event coordination
and marketing, Laura Matthews and the Super
Kitchen Crew for lunch and snacks, Jerry Holmes for
wood (demo and classes), Les Books for loaning his
lathe and other equipment, Mike and Joyce Young
for hosting David in their home, Charley Drake and
Jim Short for their camera work, and everyone who
helped with set up and clean up (and my apologies
to anyone I missed!).
Be sure to check out our upcoming events on the
NWW website. Woodfest is on April 6-7 (the first
weekend of the Skagit Tulip Festival) -- plan to stop
by and see the High School students’ woodworking
and woodturning projects (at Sedro Woolley High
School). And it’s not too early to practice making
tops for the Mount Vernon Children’s Art Festival
(July 13th) and Bellingham Kid’s Festival (August 3rd)
-- we can always use more turners at these events,
and your creations can help fill the Tops for Tots
Box.

Our Club is exceptional because of the generosity
of its volunteers! We have many opportunities for
you to get more involved… Our current Volunteer
Opportunities are:
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1 . Events Committee Members - Dave Blair
could use some help with the various Top Turning
events (Bellingham, Mount Vernon, Everett) and the
Hills to Mills event in Deming (July). Contact Dave
at 360-733-3911 or dlblair39@comcast.net.
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Page 8

2. Graphics help for Brochure Update - We are
collecting new photos and I am looking for
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Page 6

(cont'd on p. 2)
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President's Letter (cont'd)
someone to help select photos, and lay out the brochure… I have some ideas but I am short on
time (as usual!)… if you are interested, contact me at president@nwwwt.org.
We are back at the Burlington Community Center at 1 011 Greenleaf Ave, Burlington for our
April meeting (so the Kiwanis can have their Salmon BBQ). As always, this is your Club -- I
want to hear from you… contact me with your thoughts or suggestions at president@nwwwt.org.
Bring WOOD for the Wood Raffle, TOPS for Tops for Tots and finally, don’t forget to bring your
entry for the “Raffle Wood Round-up”, the President’s Challenge for April. Bring in your turned
object made out of Raffle Wood .
Enjoy!

Melanie

Spalting Workshop
Sara Robinson, who has a PhD in Forest Science and has extensively researched the interaction
of fungi on wood, will be presenting a spalting workshop on Orcas Island (at the Orcas
Funhouse) on April 12th from 9am to 4pm. Cost is $200, which includes green logs, culture
tools, media plates and access to a half dozen or more spalting fungi. For more information or to
sign up, contact Carson Sprenger (360-376-91 00) or email carson@rainshadowconsulting.com.

Sara, now an assistant professor at Oregon State University, has written numerous articles on
spalting for several woodturning and woodworking magazines, including Fine Woodworking.
She is a woodworker/artist herself and has great interest in the aesthetic aspects of spalted wood.
Feel free to check out her website: www.northernspalting.com
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March Program Recap
David Ellsworth

The March 2013 meeting cycle provided an opportunity
to witness and learn from one of the woodturning world's
foremost contributors. Thanks to the great work by our
program staff headed up by Rick Anderson, we were
treated to an in depth retrospective of Mr. Ellsworth's work
at the Thursday general meeting and another successful
all-day demonstration at the Anacortes First Baptist
Church. In addition David conducted two all-day classes
focusing on natural edge bowls and hollow forms.

During the Thursday presentation, consisting of a slide
show and discussion of many of David's pieces, we gained
valuable insight into his approach to design and form.
Perhaps the most entertaining aspect was his insistence to
feel free to break out of the mold and explore new directions and ideas. Too often new-to-the-art turners rely
heavily on preconceived notions relating to form and proportion. While there are indeed certain tried and
true 'rules' associated with form, it never hurts to
break a rule now and then to see where it might take
you.
The all-day demonstration was a huge success with
the best attendance thus far in our annual program of
major guest presenters. At last count we had over 1 82
attendees, some coming from as far away as Olympia
and Portland, and Eastern WA. We even had one
gentleman from Arizona! Our neighbors to the North
in Canada were well represented also. One would be
remiss here not to credit the fantastic kitchen crew for
their work in providing refreshments and snacks
throughout the day and a midday lunch feast. Serving
this large a crowd appeared to be a daunting task but they made it look easy. And of course, thanks are in
order to Les Books for the loan of his One Way lathe, his crew of setup folks, and to Jerry Holmes for
providing great wood for the demonstration. Lest we
forget, our A/V team is what makes it possible for
every seat in the house to have an up-close view of
what's happening at the lathe. Thank you Charlie,
Jim and Scott!
I frequently come away from these demonstrations
in a fit of despair. Watching someone like David,
working effortlessly to produce an elegant piece in
less time than I can imagine leaves me to wonder,
will I ever achieve anything close to that level of
competence? But to his credit, during the hands on
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classes at the Van Ness shop, David was able to illustrate and impart a great deal of his technique with a
few minor adjustments in stance and tool presentation for those having difficulty. Key to his method is the
progression of cuts from roughing to cutting to shear scraping. The latter, as the final tooling operation,
produces a finish ready for sanding at a finer grit than most of us are accustomed to. These two principles,
stance and tool presentation, are perhaps the most valuable pieces of information on tool control learned
during the class sessions.
This being our fourth year of organizing and presenting a major woodturning personality, we've learned
a great deal; each program builds on past experience and just gets better. We've got some great artists
anticipated for the future so stay tuned.
Text by Dennis Shinn
Photos by Ray Shields

The CREATIVE CHALLENGE for April
The April CREATIVE CHALLENGE is a "Raffle Wood Roundup". Make any sort of turning using
raffle wood that you obtained at one of our earlier meetings. Your work will be shown on a
separate section of the gallery table, and NOT critiqued or judged in any way.
This is NOT a contest, but we ARE looking forward to seeing your creation!
Even if you haven't started yet, there is still time to complete your piece
before our meeting on April 1 8. As always, there will be a drawing for Craft
Supplies gift certificates.
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Upcoming Programs
APRIL 18: Molly Winton returns with a
demo on miniature hollow forms and how to
make your own hollowing tools from allen
wrenches. She will also demonstrate
embellishment, including her well known
burning techniques. Molly will be leading 2
days of classes following her demonstration
(both classes are now full, but you can sign
up as an alternate, if you wish).
This program will be at the Burlington
Community Center.

MAY 16: Ed Pretty, President of the Vancouver
club, will be here to demonstrate and discuss
Colouring (he’s Canadian!) techniques
including surface preparation and application
of several types of materials. This will be an
interesting program!
This program will be at the Hillcrest Park (Mt
Vernon) location.

For information on additional Programs, refer to the January newsletter.
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Woodfest 2013
Woodfest is an annual celebration of woodworking and student achievements. It is a sanctioned event
of the Skagit Valley Tulip Festival and takes place on April 6-7 at Sedro Woolley High School. Please
plan to drop by Woodfest this year, check out the student projects, and help us pick our first Best
Woodturning winner!
(http://www.sedro-woolley.com/events/woodfest/)
We will also have a Fundraising event at Woodfest to benefit our Education Outreach Program (where
we mentor high school students at local schools). We will have a table of donated woodturnings for sale
with the proceeds being dedicated to the Outreach Program. We are looking for DONATIONS from
YOU for our sales table. It can be ANYTHING TURNED - remember it is going to a good cause. Bring
your donation to Woodfest or contact George Way (georgerway@gmail.com).

Sawdust Saturdays
Sawdust Saturdays have been designed by Club volunteers to help newer turners develop skills
and be introduced to different opportunities in wood turning. Classes are held at club studio
in Bayview. We begin the class about 9:00 am and wrap up about 3:00 pm. Our Club has
eight mini-lathes are available to learn on as well as a basic set of turning tools for each lathe.
The next classes are:
April 27 – Shop tool safety and sharpening
May 18 – Platters, flat things, plates
June 22 – Introduction to turning, spindles, tops
Sign-up sheets will be available at the Thursday meetings.
Please sign up early. The fee for classes is $1 0.00 to cover the cost of materials and treats.
For information on classes contact:
Ed Frank at 360.293.5534, or Mike Young at 360.293.4236.
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Cookie Roster
We need four volunteers per month to bring 2-3 dozen cookies each to our regular meetings. For
those of you who have signed up to bring cookies, THANK YOU! We still need Cookie Volunteers
for June through October. Please sign up to bring the cookies at the next meeting or send an
email to president@nwwwt.org.

April Cookie Volunteers:
Dave B.
Guenter E.
Jeff & Anita P.
Bryan & Conner K.

Club Contacts, 2013
President
Melanie Mankamyer
President@nwwwt.org

360-766-7004

Vice President
Dennis Shinn
360-854-9909
VicePesident@nwwwt.org

Membership Chairpersons

Hazel Thomas
360-929-6075
Membership@nwwwt.org
Laura Matthews
360-757-7730
Membership@nwwwt.org

Secretary
Sherri Greenleaf
Secretary@nwwwt.org

360-899-4154

Mentoring Chairperson
Jim Sebring
n7blw@yahoo.com

Treasurer
Les Books
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

360-293-5067

Sawdust Saturday Chairpersons
Ed Frank
360-293-5534
edwinfrank@comcast.net

Members at Large
Guenter Elsner
425-374-3609
guenterswoodcrafts@gmail.com
Glen Lockhart
360-929-4344
glennhaz2000@yahoo.com

360-691 -3788

Mike Young
mjyoungana@gmail.com

360-293-4236

Events Chairpersons
Dave Blair
dlblair39@comcast.net

360-733-3911
360-671 -3072

Jim Sebring
n7blw@yahoo.com

360-691 -3788

Ray Shields
rayshields@msn.com

Ray Shields
rayshields@msn.com

360-671 -3072

Gallery Photographer
Ron Means
360-222-3092
ron.means@rocketmail.com

360-31 9-7600

Newsletter Chairperson
Ray Shields
rayshields@msn.com

Programs Chairperson
Rick Anderson
Rick@gardenarches.com

Website Chairperson
Jesse Charette
360-920-1 485
jesse.charette@gmail.com

360-671 -3072

Library Chairperson
Glen Lockhart
360-929-4344
glennhaz2000@yahoo.com
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Ads
This space is set aside for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc. Please
submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.

Targo Woods
11 00 C St, Bldg B
Bellingham, WA

www.targowoods.com or
www.hardwoodstoget.com
Local Bellingham wood source for
your projects. Hardwoods, Burls,
Veneers. Wood to replace a leg on a
chair, make a whole dining room set or
turn a bowl, you will find it at Targo.
Oby says: "NWW Club members will
get 10% off on their purchases. "
Save on gas, buy local!

The magazine for turners. Published
10 times a year by Fred Holder.
One year: $35.00
Two years: $70.00
Three years: $105.00
Electronic version $25/yr delivered
online at:
www.morewoodturning.net
Lots of great information for your
browsing pleasure.

More Woodturning

PO Box 2168
Snohomish, WA 98291-2168
Phone: 360-668-0976
8

Ads (Cont'd)

FOR SALE:

Kiln dried curly red maple
from northern WI, 12/4 and 6/4 up to 1 4"
wide. Will sell @ cost to club members:
$6 bd ft.
Contact Rick Braun at (360) 734-8663 or
fhbraun@hinet.org

FOR SALE: Nova 3000 Lathe. Eight speed belt drive (could be upgraded to DVR drive).
Includes live center, 4 prong drive center, 1 0" tool rest, as well as the following accessories:
24" Lathe bed extension $150
Super Nova chuck
$130
Power Grip jaws
$ 60
1 3/4" spigot jaws
$ 49
Wood worm screw
$ 12
Cole jaws
$ 80
Will sell lathe plus all of above for $995 or best offer.
Contact Dave Blair 360-733-3911 or dlblair39@comcast.net
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