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Northwest Washington
Woodturners...

The Club meets every third Thursday of

the month. There is no meeting in Dec-

ember. Time: 6:30pm. No host dinner

beginning at 5:30pm .

We meet at Hi l lcrest Park Lodge in Mt.

Vernon, WA. Exi t I -5 at Kincaid St, exi t

226. Turn east up Kincaid to So. 13th

Street, turn right (south). Hi l lcrest Park

is approx. 6 blocks south on 13th St.

The Lodge is located in the northwest

corner of the parking lot beyond the

tennis courts.

Meetings are open to anyone interested

in woodturning. Al l ski l l levels from

beginners to advanced turners are

welcome.

President's Letter

July was a GREAT month -- I am so exci ted by the
enthusiasm of our members who brought in tops
and showed up at Hi l lcrest to turn tops… I can’t
bel ieve that Terri Smith brought 80 tops for the
Tops for Tots program and one of our young
members, Conner, spent al l day turning tops at
Hi l lcrest with his dad, Bryan! Kudos to everyone
who turned tops in July and August! ! !
We wi l l not have a regular meeting in AUGUST -
instead we wi l l have a picnic with the North
Corner Woodworkers on August 24th at Laura and
Val Matthews place. See detai l s elsewhere in the
newsletter. Bring an appetizer, salad, side dish, or
dessert -- the Clubs wi l l provide the main course.
There is also a tradi tional Used Tool Si lent
Auction, i f you have anything you’d l ike to sel l .
I hate to sound l ike a broken record (and nearly al l
of you wi l l understand the reference) but this Club
rel ies on volunteers and we enjoy great programs
and events because of the dedication of a few.
Rick Anderson, Dave Blai r, and George Way have
al l gone above and beyond the cal l of duty for
many years and deserve to step out of their lead
posi tions on Programs, Events, and Video. We
need Committee Chairpersons AND Committee
members - many hands make l ight work:
1 . Events Committee Chair and Members -
NWW participates in various events - four turning
tops, Woodfest, Anacortes Arts Festival , possibly
the Hol iday Bazaar in November. Dave Blai r said
he wi l l continue to help with the Bel l ingham area
events and George Way has been lead for the Art
Festival . Contact Dave for more detai l s at 360-
733-3911 or dlblai r39@comcast.net.
2. Special Events Committee Chair and
Members - Rick Anderson is looking to turn over
the reins coordinating the various parts of the
2014 Special Event with Cindy Drozda. Contact
Rick Anderson (Rick@gardenarches.com) or me at
President@nwwwt.org i f you are interested in
taking charge or just helping out…
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President's Letter (cont'd)

3. Program Chairperson. In the past, this person has been responsible for the whole year's
programs. However, the Board has discussed making each elected Board member responsible
for one program, making the Program Chair posi tion responsible for coordinating al l of the
programs. I t wi l l be a l i ttle l ike herding cats. . . but very nice cats! Contact Rick Anderson
(Rick@gardenarches.com) or me at President@nwwwt.org.
4. Video Committee Chair and Members - George Way is looking to hand over the Video
System to new blood… or at least for Trainees! ! ! He needs help setting up the cameras (I ’m told
the plugs are color coded) and someone to take a turn or two running the camera switch box.
This i s a vi tal function that makes our meetings enjoyable to al l - especial ly those in the back of
the room… PLEASE consider giving George a hand!! ! You can contact George at:
georgerway@gmai l .com.

OK… I’m off my soap box.

Be Safe!

Melanie

In Memory of Jack Northey

On the last day of June, Northwest Washington Woodturners lost one of i ts most enthusiastic

members: John "Jack" Northey (12/23/1 924 - 06/30/2013).

Jack was a man of many interests and talents, including

fly fi shing, painting, singing and directing choral music,

woodworking in general and (fortunately for us) wood

turning in particular. He was an avid turner and a long-

time member of our Club. He was forever trying out

new techniques, surface embel l i shments, or fini shes.

He loved talking about his various methods and

swapping experiences with other turners. He also joked

in his characteristic self-deprecating manner about how

NOT to do something, when his creative efforts took a

temporary detour. But as the pictures below demon-

strate, his turnings were often inspiring successes. We

wi l l miss you, Jack. "Be good if you must!" as he would

often say in bidding farewel l .
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July Program Recap

For the 3rd consecutive year, Eric Lofstrom returned to our

Club as a presenter, and put on our July 1 8 meeting demon-

stration. This time Eric’s subject was Turning Translucent

Bowls from green wood using only basic bowl turning tools.

Eric quickly mounted a face plate to the bowl blank and

sharpened his tools. And when Eric sharpens his tools i t’s

not only ground on the grinder but then honed with a

diamond hone unti l the edge is truly razor sharp. The main

focus of his demo was to showcase tool control techniques

used to finesse bowl forms into glowing works of art.

Starting with a bowl gouge with a fingernai l grind, Eric

quickly shaped the outside of the bowl. When shaped he

gently shear scraped with the gouge for a finish that needs no

sanding. He then proceeded to hol low the inside, fi rst with

the fingernai l grind gouge and then using a more

conventional ly ground gouge with the bevel rel ieved in order

to turn the lower portion of the bowl. Using this gouge leaves l i ttle heel on the gouge to “bruise” the

wood. Whi le hol lowing the inside Eric had a strong l ight focused on the bowl wal l from the outside.

As the bowl became thinner the glow through the bowl wal l became brighter and brighter. When

the glow became consistently bright he knew the wal l thickness was consistent and thin…..time to do

a bi t of fini sh turning in the bottom and then careful ly part off from the glue block using a very thin

parting tool .

Eric Lofstrom

Eric emphasized that once you learn to turn translucent-

wal led pieces, you wi l l be able to create a consistent

wal l of any thicknesses in any of your pieces! The

finished bowl needed no sanding…..and wi l l be one of

our si lent auction treasures at our November hol iday

party!

After the break, Eric turned a second bowl start to finish

without narration…..a chance to watch his techniques for

a second time without interruption which is how Eric

would go about turning a translucent bowl in his own shop. He made a very quick job of this bowl --

something under 1 0 minutes -- yet i t was just as finely turned to a thin, consistent wal l thickness as the

fi rst bowl. This bowl is also going to be avai lable at our November party!

You can visi t Eric's websi te at: www.ericlofstrom.com

In addi tion to amazing and inspiring gal lery pictures, you wi l l find helpful educational flyers on skews,

bowl turning, sharpening, and other articles of interest under the RESOURCES/LINKS section.

http://www.ericlofstrom.com


July Recap (cont'd)

Skew Skills Class: “Making the Cuts”
The hands-on skew class on Friday July 19 was designed to provide an understanding of how to

perform foundational woodturning cuts with the skew. In addi tion to reviewing basic spindle turning

techniques, Eric’s emphasis was on sharpening, tool control to finesse a clean cut, and practicing

basic to advanced cuts using the skew.

Using only the skew, students proceeded with practice exercises

designed to fine-tune their turning ski l l s. After becoming comfortable

with the basic cuts, the students then explored some of Eric’s favori te

spindle ski l l -honing projects; turning beads, coves and turning eggs.

The experience of using the skew and the lessons learned during this

hands-on session expanded students understanding of ALL cutting

tools!

Eric also spent some time demonstrating a round skew he is perfecting

and hopes to market soon. Whi le there are other round skews on the

market, Eric’s version is ground convexly rather than hol low ground

l ike most skews. This places the cutting edge and bevel at a di fferent

angle of approach than most other round skews.

Throughout the class Eric discussed and demonstrated sharpening and honing techniques. Near the

end of the day each student made their own leather strop board…..a very useful souvenir of a very

ful l day of learning. Students departed with a good understanding of the skew and hopeful ly they

wi l l come to consider i t their “go to” tool for spindle turning…..but fi rst, practice, practice,

practice…..Eric encouraged al l to turn an egg a day for 1 0 days and watch their ski l l s grow with each

dai ly practice session.
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July Recap (cont'd)

Eric Lofstrom's Sharpening Class -- an edge to shave with!
What is SHARP? That was the question Eric posed to his class on Saturday July 20. The many answers

from participants were varied, but the final consensus was that to be truly sharp a tool needs to be sharp

enough to shave hair from your arm. From that start the rest of the day was spent on sharpening theory

and technique thanks to Eric’s clear and enthusiastic teaching. Plus, lots of hands on sharpening

experience.

Eric covered in detai l how to sharpen each type of tool…..parting tool , skew, spindle gouge, bowl gouge

and scrapers. His methods don’t just begin and end at the grinder. From the grinder the tool proceeds to

removing the burr with a diamond hone and then stropping the tool on a leather strop using emery

compound. The resul t of the process is truly an edge you can shave with…and that produces a finish cut

requiring l i ttle or no sanding. Final ly, participants made their own leather strops so fine edges wi l l be part

of their regular sharpening routine.

At the end of a long day in Gerri t’s shop each person departed with sharper tools in hand, a leather strop,

a good understanding of how to sharpen and the importance and benefi t of truly sharp tools…..AND a

l i ttle less hair on their arms!



Upcoming Programs
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Annual August Potluck Picnic!
Where: Val & Laura Matthews'

7550 Ershig Rd., Bow, WA

When: August 24th

Time: 1 pm - 5pm

Bring: Appetizer, Salad, Side Dish or Dessert.

Club wi l l provide the main course, drinks

(non-alcohol ic), plates, utensi l s, etc

Also Bring: 1 ) A chair (and one for your spouse/guest),

2) A no-longer-used tool from your shop

(or anything else, real ly) for the si lent auction.

SEPTEMBER 19: Rocket Scienti st Maarten Meerman from

Vancouver wi l l demonstrate his “Nano Turning”. Maarten’s

work has brought great revues from al l who have seen i t. A

goblet turned on a penci l lead, an ascending stai rcase that can

be held on a fingertip. I f you are looking for a new lathe,

Maarten can turn you a new Oneway lathe…..that sets on the

head of a penny (see photo at right). I t wi l l be a fun

evening…..magnifying glasses are optional !

Meerman used a tiny lathe to
construct this even tinier lathe.

OCTOBER 17: Perennial favori te Bonnie Klein returns with

an evening demo on how to turn a Threaded Spin Top

Box, which combines al l of her favori te techniques into

one project: turning a spin top, threaded box, chatter

work, coloring with fel t pens, and turning a tiny top for

inside.

Bonnie wi l l also provide a class (Oct 1 8) on making

Lidded Boxes (no threads), and another class (Oct 19) on

Basic Woodturning including using the skew. Bonnie is

one of the best basics teachers in our craft and this class

could be of invaluable experience to less experienced

turners. Fee is $1 00 for each class.



Summer Top Turning
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Top turning in Mt Vernon on July 20th was a wonderful sunny success, as you can

see from these pictures! Rumor has i t that the Bel l ingham top turning on August 3rd

was an equal ly glorious display of turning finesse and del ighted chi ldren (watch for

pictures in the next issue).



Club Contacts, 2013

President
Melanie Mankamyer 360-766-7004
President@nwwwt.org

Vice President
Dennis Shinn 360-854-9909
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

Secretary
Sherri Greenleaf 360-899-4154
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Treasurer
Les Books 360-293-5067
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Members at Large
Guenter Elsner 425-374-3609
guenterswoodcrafts@gmai l .com

Glen Lockhart 360-929-4344
glennhaz2000@yahoo.com

Jim Sebring 360-691 -3788
n7blw@yahoo.com

Ray Shields 360-671 -3072
rayshields@msn.com

Programs Chairperson
Rick Anderson 360-319-7600
Rick@gardenarches.com

Website Chairperson
Jesse Charette 360-920-1 485
jesse.charette@gmai l .com

Newsletter Chairperson
Ray Shields 360-671 -3072
rayshields@msn.com

Membership Chairpersons
Hazel Thomas 360-929-6075
Membership@nwwwt.org

Laura Matthews 360-757-7730
Membership@nwwwt.org

Education Outreach Chairperson
George Way 360-293-7305
georgerway@gmai l .com

Mentoring Chairperson
J im Sebring 360-691 -3788
n7blw@yahoo.com

Sawdust Saturday Chairpersons
Ed Frank 360-293-5534
edwinfrank@comcast.net

Mike Young 360-293-4236
mjyoungana@gmai l .com

Events Chairpersons
Dave Blair 360-733-3911
dlblai r39@comcast.net

Ray Shields 360-671 -3072
rayshields@msn.com

Library Chairperson
Glen Lockhart 360-929-4344
glennhaz2000@yahoo.com

Gallery Photographer
Ron Means 360-222-3092
ron.means@rocketmai l .com
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This space is set aside for members to adverti se free of charge to sel l or purchase tools, wood, etc. Please
submit your ad to the Newsletter Edi tor by the last Thursday of the month or submit i t to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.

The magazine for turners. Published

10 times a year by Fred Holder.

One year: $35.00

Two years: $70.00

Three years: $105.00

Electronic version $25/yr delivered

online at:

www.morewoodturning.net

Lots of great information for your

browsing pleasure.

More Woodturning

PO Box 2168

Snohomish, WA 98291 -2168

Phone: 360-668-0976

Targo Woods
1 1 00 C St, Bldg B

Bell ingham, WA

www.targowoods.com or
www.hardwoodstoget.com

Local Bellingham wood source for
your projects. Hardwoods, Burls,
Veneers. Wood to replace a leg on a
chair, make a whole dining room set or
turn a bowl, you will find it at Targo.

Oby says: "NWW Club members will
get 10% off on their purchases."

Save on gas, buy local!

Ads



Ads (Cont'd)

The flyer below is posted at the request of the Seattle AAW Club:

1 0



Ads (Cont'd)

FOR SALE: Kiln dried curly red maple

from northern WI, 1 2/4 and 6/4 up to 14"

wide. Wi l l sel l @ cost to club members:

$6 bd ft.

Contact Rick Braun at (360) 734-8663 or

fhbraun@hinet.org

FOR SALE: Nova 3000 Lathe. Eight speed belt drive (could be upgraded to DVR drive).

Includes l ive center, 4 prong drive center, 1 0" tool rest, as wel l as the fol lowing accessories:

24" Lathe bed extension $150

Super Nova chuck $130

Power Grip jaws $ 60

1 3/4" spigot jaws $ 49

Wood worm screw $ 12

Cole jaws $ 80

Wil l sel l lathe plus al l of above for $995 or best offer.

Contact Dave Blai r 360-733-3911 or dlblai r39@comcast.net

15% off + Free Shipping
to our Club members

(pending final sign-off)
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TOOLS WANTED
Seeking no-longer-used or unwanted lathe

tools, woodworking tools, gadgets, j igs or

shop related i tems that could be sold at the

Club Store. Proceeds wi l l go to the Club

treasury. Please bring your i tem(s) to our

regular meeting and/or contact Richard

Mabie at (425) 774-5996.




