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Northwest Washington
Woodturners...

The Club meets every third Thursday of

the month. There is no meeting in Dec-

ember. Time: 6:30pm. No host dinner

beginning at 5:30pm .

We meet at Hi l lcrest Park Lodge in Mt.

Vernon, WA. Exi t I -5 at Kincaid St, exi t

226. Turn east up Kincaid to So. 13th

Street, turn right (south). Hi l lcrest Park

is approx. 6 blocks south on 13th St.

The Lodge is located in the northwest

corner of the parking lot beyond the

tennis courts.

Meetings are open to anyone interested

in woodturning. Al l ski l l levels from

beginners to advanced turners are

welcome.

President's Letter

Congratulations to Terri Smith as the “Top Turner” of

the month. Thanks, Terri , for your submission of

twenty tops for our Toys for Tots box. And thanks to

everyone else for their work as wel l . We sti l l have a

long way to go to fi l l that box so let' s try i t again.

Whoever brings in the most tops for the June meeting

wi l l again receive a Crafts Supply $1 0.00 gift

certi ficate.

Recap of the Oso benefi t: After some l ight drizzle and

a dreary looking sky, the clouds parted to reveal a

partial ly sunny and qui te pleasant day. Unfortunately

the threat of bad weather may have l imi ted attendance.

Nonetheless, our involvement in the event helped raise

over $1 60.00 for the cause. This was just in donations

at our top turning space. Combined with the $200.00

raised during Woodfest, you, the members of NWW,

have helped contribute close to $400.00 to support the

victims and workers at the Oso/530 sl ide.

And that's not al l --

In an effort to both recognize the value of the work

you donated, and to promote a starting point for

bidding in the si lent auction, each piece was assessed

a value with a starting minimum bid of 50% of that

value. At this time the organizers of the event are sti l l

working out the figures so we don' t yet have any

numbers to report but I was informed that of al l the

funds raised, our participation helped net close to 30%

of the total . When final numbers are in, we' l l be sure

to share them.

For the June President's Chal lenge let' s stretch our

imagination into something oddly useful. Any and al l

media mixed or otherwise are invi ted so long as i t

consists mostly of something turned on the lathe. As

usual , this i s not a competi tion just a chal lenge to

discover a new technique or direction to take your

talents. The gal lery submission sl ips wi l l be tossed

together, one drawn for a $1 0.00 Crafts Supply gi ft

certi ficate.
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President's Letter (cont'd)

Our June program wi l l spotl ight in-house experti se involving some interesting smal l scaled projects.

Ron Means wi l l be making baby rattles, a great craft show idea and perfect for the Christmas sales

season. Of al l the street fai rs and shows I 've attended in the recent past, I 've never seen these avai lable.

Ron wi l l no doubt provide some helpful techniques to get you started.

George Way wi l l show how he makes his del ightful Christmas ornaments. The club wi l l be participating

in a special project, decorating a Christmas tree for sale or auction in a fund raising event later in the

year. Melanie wi l l have a table with information on this and be able to provide more information. We're

going to need a lot of participation in order to make this successful so don' t miss George's session.

Dave Blai r wi l l take us through the steps to make top turning blanks. I t may not seem l ike rocket science

but Dave's been doing this for as long as we've been taking part in our Chi ldren's Festival events; he has

i t pretty wel l mastered. And we're going to need lots of blanks for our upcoming top turning at Hi l lcrest

and Bel l ingham.

Perhaps "experti se" might be a stretch, but James and I wi l l di scuss the process of wood stabi l ization. I f

you've ever had an otherwise stunning piece of spalted wood only to real ize that turning soft punky

material i s next to impossible, let alone trying to put a finish on i t, we're going to show how to

impregnate i t with various materials to make i t possible to do both. We hope. This i s something new to

us as we're doing the ground work in hopes of providing enough information to put you on the right

road. Hazmat sui ts are optional depending on how close you prefer to be whi le we play with our

chemistry set.

And final ly, please check out the Sawdust Saturday schedule. This month's session wi l l cover texturing,

coloring and dyes. Mike and Ed wi l l have materials avai lable for exploring yet another approach to

enhancing your work. They've both exhibi ted some great gal lery pieces in past meetings and are eager to

share their techniques. There is no better educational value on the market than our Sawdust Saturday

program and i t' s open to al l members, fi rst come first served.

Remember, have fun, i t' s only a piece of wood, and be safe!

Dennis

June Creative Chal lenge

"Something out of the ordinary that's useful"

"A bowl is obviously useful but somewhat ordinary. Where can we take the

defini tion of 'bowl ' to a point where i t' s extra-ordinary? A vase is simply a

vase in a rather ordinary way unti l we imagine i t into something out of the

ordinary that serves as a vase yet i s sti l l useful . Perhaps your current design

direction is focused on i tems that are already beyond ordinary, apply that

focus on something that's useful as wel l ." As in the past, al l those who

submit an entry wi l l be el igible for a drawing for a Craft Suppl ies gi ft

certi ficate.



Random Shots from the Oso Benefi t
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Our May presenter, Art Liestman, hai l s from the Greater

Vancouver Woodturners Gui ld. Art has provided a number of

presentations for NWW, beginning in 2001 . On this occasion

his talk and demo were about the design and construction of

TEAPOTS, of al l things. I t turns out that teapots are very

popular col lectables, regardless of whether or not they can

actual ly hold hot tea. Art had an amazing (and amusing!)

col lection of teapot images. Despi te the fact that nearly al l of

the teapots he showed were made of wood, you would swear

that some had been constructed of i ron, stone, ceramic, or other

materials.

After tantal izing us with a couple dozen pictures of teapots

of al l manner of size, shape and texture, Art then asked about

May Program Recap

what defines a teapot as a teapot. He even cal led up

3 volunteers, each of whom was asked to draw one of

three essential components of a teapot: a spout, a

body, and a handle (a top or l id of some type is also

nearly always present). Art then resumed showing a

multi tude of addi tional teapot images, many of which

were teapots that he had made over the years.

Despi te the mind boggl ing diversi ty of styles and

shapes, al l had a body, spout and handle which made

them immediately recognizeable as teapots.

To round out his presentation, Art then went to

the lathe to show a few detai ls of how he constructs his teapots. To get a more interesting

shape for the teapot, he sometimes turns an egg-shaped body, then cuts i t obl iquely through i ts

middle and rotates the 2 pieces 1 80 degrees to each other. Also, he general ly attaches spouts

and handles using a smal l (5/1 6") tenon that he undercuts and adjusts by hand to fi t the curved

surface of the teapot body.

One final "secret" Art divulged was how he accompl ished making the thin graceful ly curved

feet and tai l (handle) on some of his pieces: he uses "Compwood", a cold-bendable

compressed wood made by Pure Timber in Tacoma (www.puretimber.com). A big thanks to

Art for helping us to nourish our own creativi ty by "thinking outside the [teapot] box."

All photos by Ray Shields
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Upcoming Programs

June 19 - Some of our Club's most notable (or is i t notorious?) turners wi l l present "A Focus on

Local Talent" . Ron Means wil l demonstrate how to turn baby rattles, George Way wil l run

through some Christmas tree ornaments (timely, since we wi l l al l want to gear up to contribute

a turned ornament or two..or five, for the chari ty fundraiser Christmas tree sale -- more detai l s

on this wi l l be provided during the program), Dave Blair wil l shoiw how to make doweled top

blanks efficiently (this i s even more timely, since top turning wi l l get underway in July), and

James Plessner with Dennis Shinn wil l push the envelope to talk about various wood

stabi l ization techniques. I t should be an enjoyable and informative evening -- don' t miss i t!

July 17 - Popular presenter Eric Lofstrom wil l make a return

appearance, this time to focus on the arti stic aspects of "Endgrain

Bowl Design" . Eric i s a woodturning arti st and passionate teacher

who wi l l also teach two classes: Skew Skills: "Making the Cuts" on

Friday, July 1 8 and Endgrain Boxes w/ Friction-Fit Lids on Saturday,

July 1 9. These 1 -day, hands-on classes are l imi ted to 8 turners per

session and are $75 each, due at the time of registration. A sign-up

sheet wi l l be avai lable at the regular meeting.

Do You Know Yew?

Yew is the common name given to several species of smal l coni ferous trees

or shrubs in the genus Taxus. These include the European yew or common

yew (Taxus baccata), the Paci fic yew or western yew (Taxus brevi fol ia), the

Canadian yew (Taxus canadensis), the Chinese yew (Taxus chinensis), and the

Japanese yew (Taxus cuspidata), among several others.

Yews are often slow growing and can be very long-l ived (the oldest tree in

Europe is said to be the Fortingal l Yew in Scotland, estimated at over 2,500

years old). Yew wood is reddish brown with white sapwood. I t i s hard and

very springy, which is why i t was tradi tional ly used to make longbows.

The fol iage, bark, and seeds -- but not the fleshy red ari l ("berry") of most

Taxus species are toxic due to the presence of taxine; this alkaloid, however,

was not found in appreciable amounts in T. brevi fol ia. However, Paci fic yew

was found to have some less toxic substances (taxanes), especial ly in i ts bark.

One of these taxanes, paci taxel , used to be extracted from the bark of Paci fic

yews and used in cancer chemotherapy. Despi te being less toxic, common

sense would dictate avoiding dust inhalation when turning or fini shing Paci fic

yew (al though that i t true of any wood dust). Also, consider using a di fferent

wood for wine goblets, and certainly for wine casks. Whi le i t i s true that

historical ly, magical powers were attributed to yew wood, including protecting

the dead from evi l spiri ts -- why put this to the test?!
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Sawdust Saturdays

Sawdust Saturdays have been designed by club volunteers to help new turners develop ski l l s and

be introduced to di fferent opportuni ties in wood turning. Classes are held at club studio in

Bayview. We begin the class about 9:00 am and wrap up about 3:00 pm. Our club has eight

mini -lathes avai lable to learn on as wel l as a basic set of turning tools for each lathe.

The schedule for the next 3 Sawdust Saturdays is:

June 28 - Wood burning

July 26 - Chainsaw Maintenance and Safety

If you have any ideas or suggestions for any of these classes you wi l l be attending, please let us

know ahead of time.

Sign-up sheets wi l l be avai lable at the Thursday meetings.

Please sign up early. The fee for the class i s $1 0.00 to cover the cost of materials and treats.

Students are required to bring personal safety equipment, at a minimum a ful l face shield. For

information on classes contact: Ed Frank at 360-293-5534, or Mike Young at 360-293-4236.

Cookie Roster

Three volunteers bring 2-3 dozen cookies each to our regular meetings. For those of you who

have brought cookies or have signed up to bring cookies this year, a huge THANK YOU! For

latent Cookie Monsters out there, we need a couple of volunteers for July and one addi tional

volunteer for September -- contact Ray Shields (rayshields@msn.com) to sign up TODAY!

June Cookie Volunteers:

Sherri G.
Linc L.
Laura M.
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Club Contacts, 2014

President
Dennis Shinn 360-854-9909
President@nwwwt.org

Vice President
Hazel Thomas 360-929-6075
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

Secretary
Sherri Greenleaf 360-899-4154
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Treasurer
Les Books 360-293-5067
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Members at Large
Guenter Elsner 425-374-3609
guenterswoodcrafts@gmai l .com

James Plessner 360-840-5680
jmplessner@hotmai l .com

Glen Lockhart 360-929-4344
glennhaz2000@yahoo.com

Rick Erb 360-299-0320
deadwoodstudio@hotmai l .com

Programs Chairperson
James Plessner 360-840-5680

Website Chairperson
Jesse Charette 360-920-1 485
jesse.charette@gmai l .com

Membership Chairpersons
Laura Matthews 360-757-7730
Membership@nwwwt.org

Kascha Newberry 360-848-9679
Kascha@comcast.net

Education Outreach Chairperson
George Way 360-293-7305
georgerway@gmai l .com

Mentoring Chairperson
Ray Shields 360-671 -3072
rayshields@msn.com

Events Chairperson
Dave Blair (Acting) 360-733-3911
dlblai r39@comcast.net

Sawdust Saturday Chairpersons
Ed Frank 360-293-5534
edwinfrank@comcast.net

Mike Young 360-293-4236
mjyoungana@gmai l .com

Library Chairperson
Glen Lockhart 360-929-4344
glennhaz2000@yahoo.com

Gallery Photographer
Ron Means 360-222-3092
ron.means@rocketmai l .com

Newsletter Chairperson
Ray Shields 360-671 -3072
rayshields@msn.com

Northwest Washington Woodturners

P.O. Box 31

Mt Vernon, WA 98273
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This space is set aside for members to adverti se free of charge to sel l or purchase tools, wood, etc. Please submit

your ad to the Newsletter Edi tor by the last Thursday of the month or submit i t to him at the meeting for inclusion in

the next month's newsletter.

The magazine for turners.

Published 10 times a year by Fred

Holder.

Available as an online

subscription only: $25/yr

Delivered online at:

www.morewoodturning.net

Lots of great information for your

browsing pleasure.

More Woodturning

PO Box 2168

Snohomish, WA 98291 -2168

Ads

15% off + Free Shipping
to our Club members

8003452396

FOR SALE
Powermatic Model 90 Lathe. 12" swing (up to 17" swing

over the gap bed) x 38" between centers. This i sn' t a Robust

. . . . . .but i t' s a very robust lathe. Variable speed & runs wel l .

Asking $650. Home Port Learning Center is an alternative high

school in Bel l ingham. They recently received an AAW grant to

purchase a smal ler lathe and tools for teaching their students to

turn.

You can view a simi lar Powermatic 90 on YouTube at:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v= Xa1 g2j4BeXI

For information and to view contact: Ralph Smal lwood , Home Port Learning Center 360-715-8860

homeportlc@gmai l .com
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Targo Woods
11 00 C St, Bldg B

Bell ingham, WA

www.targowoods.com or
www.hardwoodstoget.com

Local Bellingham wood source for
your projects. Hardwoods, Burls,
Veneers. Wood to replace a leg on a
chair, make a whole dining room set or
turn a bowl, you will find it at Targo.

Oby says: "NWW Club members will
get 10% off on their purchases."

Save on gas, buy local!

Ads (Cont'd)
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TOOLS WANTED
Seeking no-longer-used or unwanted

lathe tools, woodworking tools,

gadgets, j igs or shop related i tems

that could be sold at the Club Store.

Proceeds wi l l go to the Club

treasury.

Please bring your i tem(s) to our

regular meeting and/or contact

Richard Mabie at (425) 774-5996.

Ads (Cont'd)
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