
Northwest Washington Woodturners
A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for September 2014

Northwest Washington
Woodturners...

The Club meets every third Thursday of
the month. There is no meeting in Dec-
ember. Time: 6:30pm. No host dinner
beginning at 5:30pm .

We meet at Hi l lcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exi t I -5 at Kincaid St, exi t
226. Turn east up Kincaid to So. 13th
Street, turn right (south). Hi l lcrest Park
is approx. 6 blocks south on 13th St.
The Lodge is located in the northwest
corner of the parking lot beyond the
tennis courts.

Meetings are open to anyone interested
in woodturning. Al l ski l l levels from
beginners to advanced turners are
welcome.

President's Letter

Wow!

We threw down the gauntlet and you responded.
The chal lenge this month was to create Christmas
ornaments with the goal of producing a total of
1 00 or more to adeqately decorate our chari ty
auction tree. You came through with close to 200!
Probably more but frankly there wasn' t time to
count them al l .

Laura Mathews blew the l id off the ornament box
with over 1 00 pieces herself. Everyone who
donated ornaments went wel l beyond the
chal lenge of three or more to receive a Crafts
Supply gi ft certi ficate. Unfortunately not everyone
came by the table to pick up their certi ficate so i f
you qual i fied and didn' t get one, be sure to let us
know at the October meeting and we' l l make i t
right.

And once again, we had a great response to the
top chal lenge for our Tops for Tots box. I t' s almost
ful l but we have more boxes. Take a break from
your other masterpieces and turn a few tops in the
weeks to come. There are sti l l more gi ft certi fi -
cates left so the most tops gets one in October.

As for meeting chal lenges, the amount of wood
that was donated for our wood raffle was amazing.
Thanks to everyone who shared. A special thanks
to Bi l l Dial for doing the ticket sales - we raised
wel l over $1 00.00 in raffle ticket sales alone.

Fol lowing up after Don Derry's excel lent
presentation, the October President's Chal lenge is:
A reverse curve. Step away from the usual bowl
form and explore a form using an inside curve. For
the most part what we see as a finished product
from the lathe, other than spindle turnings, of
course, are shapes that are general ly convex rather
than concave. What I took away from Mr. Derry's
talk was a chal lenge to create curves that, pardon
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Tips from the Club Store

CA Glue - Accelerator Overspray
Always make sure that accelerator OVERSPRAY doesn' t touch an exposed glue bottle spout. Set

glue bottle aside or reseal with the over cap before spraying accelerator. Always store the

accelerator container far from where you store opened glue bottles. They wi l l emit a sl ight mist i f

the temperature changes in your shop and once in the air the mist wi l l find your glue bottle and

start the curing process.

Foreign Objects
Avoid putting pins or nai ls or anything into the CA glue spout to try to keep i t clear. The trace

moisture on these objects i s carried into the spout and makes clogging more frequent. Instead,

trim off the tip a l i ttle with a kni fe or razor blade when the tip is clogged.

Age or Foreign Matter
Shelf l i fe i s determined, to a great extent, by the quanti ty in the container. As a rule of thumb, a

two ounce bottle has a one year shelf l i fe at room temperature. As the bottle ages and passes i ts

expected useful l i fetime, the glue begins to thicken. This can also occur because of improper

storage or because of foreign matter being introduced into the bottle, as explained above. I f you

are very fami l iar with these glues, you know that even thickened glue is sti l l usable as a gap-fi l l ing

version. The older (thicker) the glue the more often spouts tends to clog.

Contributed by Richard Mabie, manager of our Club Store.

the pun, go against the grain. Wood turning is often compared to throwing clay on a potter's
wheel where graceful inward curving shapes are qui te natural ly done. I t may or may not be as
intui tive as i t seems but i t' s an approach I find intriguing. I hope you do, too.

We're sti l l looking for helpers for the November Hol iday Dinner Party. The signup sheets wi l l
again be avai lable at our next meeting in October. Our bucket raffle i s a great fundraiser so i f
you have an i tem or i tems you'd l ike to donate, we'd greatly appreciate i t. A few more hands to
help set up and decorate tables would be great, too.

Next month we' l l have Marco Berera as our guest presenter. Marco never fai l s to entertain as
wel l as inform so make sure to mark your calendar, Oct 1 6th. Wel l done James with managing
the program material for the general meetings.

Have fun, turn safely and remember . . . i t' s just a piece of wood.

Dennis

President's Letter (cont'd from Page 1 )
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Creative Chal lenge for October

R.I .P. David Nittman

For the next regular meeting, Dennis was

inspired by Don Derry to chal lenge us to turn

an object with a reverse curve (that i s, some-

thing that contains a concave surface on i ts

exterior; see examples with arrows pointing to

the concave surfaces). As always, those

submitting an entry wi l l be entered into a

drawing for a Craft Suppl ies gi ft certi ficate.

So have at i t -- give your creative spiri t free

rein! Even i f you haven' t entered a Creative

Chal lenge before, now is a great opportuni ty.
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With a sad heart we note the passing of David Nittman,

69, an international ly acclaimed woodturner and

demonstrator, and long-time partner of Cindy Drozda.

David's signature style was his "basket i l lusion" in which

he turned a piece and then painstakingly woodburned,

dyed and finished i t to produce the impression of a

woven basket, often with a Native American moti f. His

works are present in the Smithsonian and many other

museums and gal leries as wel l as private col lections. His

enthusiasm and wi l l ingness to share his knowledge was

legendary. David wi l l be sorely missed.
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September Program Recap

Our guest presenter for September was Don Derry,
who hai ls from El lensburg, WA. Don, now 58, has

been a woodworker for 35 years and a woodturner

since 1993. His discussion of Shape and Form was

covered with a generous helping of storytel l ing and

humor. He began by turning a sphere. He suggests

beginning with a hemi-sphere turned on your

"weak" side (i .e. , the side you feel somewhat less

comfortable turning), and then creating the other

hemi-sphere to match i t, using your "good" side. As

he turned, he would continual ly ask us, before

making his next cut, "Where's the high spot?".

Then, after making the cut, he would ask,"Did that

last cut make i t look MORE l ike a sphere, or LESS

l ike a sphere?"

As he does in his hands on sessions, Don was

superb in getting al l of us to think cri tical ly about the

shape of our turning during, and after, we produce i t.

After creating a smooth freehand sphere, he went on to turn an egg shape (with considerably

more storytel l ing, of course). As with the sphere, he went over some of the invaluable

fundamentals of good shape and form. He also conveyed the fact that even i f you spend hours

turning, refining, sanding and finishing a piece, the final product wi l l fal l short i f the form is not

good. Further, a smal l vessel with a pleasing shape is much more valuable than a large vessel

with a poor shape.

Have a dialogue with the material ; i t

wi l l show/tel l you where, what, and

how much to cut. Refine one area of

the blank ti l l you l ike i t, and then refine

another area. You' l l probably want to

go back and refine the fi rst area again

later. Keep doing this ti l l you have a

form that i s your masterpiece.

Don's relaxed, informal presentation

style was effective and wel l received.

We al l have a lot to consider as we put

some of Don's ideas on shape and form

into practice in our shops.
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Upcoming Programs
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October 16 - Marco Berera from the Greater Vancouver

Woodturners Gui ld wi l l return to show us some fun

techniques which can be used to make creative Christmas

ornaments. Marco was trained as a pattern maker in his

homeland Switzerland and wi l l demonstrate 3 methods of

making Christmas ornaments using techniques he learned

during his apprenticeship. He is always a fun and very

creative demonstrator. . . .and l ikely wi l l regale us with a few

more of his corny jokes too!

November 20 - Holiday Potluck Party. Only two more
months and i t' s time to Party! Our Annual Hol iday

Potluck and Fundraiser i s the week BEFORE

Thanksgiving this year. The Club wi l l provide Turkey

and Ham, the trimmings are up to you.

We wi l l once again have a Si lent Auction and the

infamous Bucket Raffle. These are our major fundraisers

for the year and we rely on contributions from you to

make i t AWESOME! I t could be gift cards, woodturning

ki ts you gave up on, food baskets, home-made pickles,

tools, wood.. . and we make sure there are i tems for the

non-woodturners, too. We wi l l also have demo items

from many of this year’s demonstrators. You never know

what wi l l be up for grabs!

Let me know what you plan to bring for the Raffle/

Auction so I can make up tags. . . and i f you want to bring

your donation to the October meeting, that wi l l be great!

I am also sti l l looking for a couple of volunteers to help

decorate and sel l Raffle Tickets (1 hour shi fts). . . shoot

me an e-mai l to sign-up (melanie@nwwwt.org).

For anyone who hasn' t attended this Gala Event before,

check out last November's Newsletter to see how much

fun we have!

No meeting in December.



Woodturners Campout
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The weather was sunny and mel low on Friday, Sept 12 at the

Leibrant's (maybe a l i ttle TOO nice, as the turnout was rather

l ight). The Canadian contingent was wel l represented, and i t

was not long before the lathes (both tiny and massive) were

spinning. There was no shortage of wood avai lable for turning

although Vernon rightful ly reserved a recently acquired mon-

key puzzle tree for his future bowl production. He did mount

a hefty 7-branch chunk of the monkey puzzle wood to

demonstrate large bowl turning for those present. Also, there

were rumors about a tennis bal l cannon (but these remain

enti rely unsubstantiated, particularly i f there were any

complaints from neighbors).

Our grateful thanks go

to Vernon and Karen

for being such warm

and gracious hosts

once again. By the way,

did I mention the

Leibrant special recipe

apple crisp that appear-

ed for dessert on Friday

AFTER I had to leave!?

(talk about bad timing

on my part. . . ) I heard i t

was dee-l i sh, so I for

one am voting for an

encore someday!

 Ray Shields
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Photo by Bil l Cowan.



Festival of Trees

Thank you to everyone who has already contributed Ornaments for

our fi rst-ever attempt to decorate a Christmas Tree for chari ty! ! ! For

Bel l ingham's Festival of Trees, we have committed to decorate a 6-

7 ft tree, which wi l l be auctioned off and the proceeds wi l l go to

the Health Support Center (http://www.healthsupportcenter.org/).

We sti l l need lots of ornaments and wi l l be col lecting donations at

the October and November meetings. Check out our websi te

(www.nwwwt.org) for l inks to ornament plans, and I hope that

everyone brings at least one ornament to the next meeting!

Contact me (melanie@nwwwt.org) or Gary Moore

(gamoore@nwwwt.org) i f you have any questions. . .
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Mark Your Calendar: Michael Hosaluk

Michael Hosaluk is coming to town!! ! OK, i t i s a bi t early for

Santa, but i t i s time to sign up for the March 21 , 2015 al l day

demo at the Anacortes Baptist Church as wel l as classes on

March 20 and 22. Michael i s a world class turner and is

recognized international ly as one of the most creative minds

in our woodturning craft. Hosaluk's work covers a wide

range of objects and materials including functional vessels,

furni ture and sculptural pieces. His work is humorous and
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elegant, possesses character and gesture and is ful l of reference to archi tecture, nature and culture.

Michael ' s presentations and classes are steeped in design and form regardless of the class theme.

The club wi l l be privi leged to have him as the Thursday, March 19, 2015 presenter. That evening he is

going to chat with us about creativi ty and the role of col laboration in the creative process. Michael was

the creator/founder of the biannual Emma Lake Col laborative which brings together woodturners and other

arti sts from al l over the world in a week long col laborative project in the wi lds of Canada. You wi l l be

able to hear thoughts at the forefront of his creative mind before he departs to his next event!

On Friday, March 20, 2015 eight fortunate individuals wi l l be able to spend a day in the shop improving

their turning ski l l s. He wi l l be using projects as the mechanism to teach design and form as wel l as

bui lding on fundamental turning techniques with emphasis on spindle turning. Space is l imi ted, the wait

l i st i s l imi ted, and the price is only $125, so one needs to make their

reservation NOW!

On Saturday, March 21 , 2015 the al l day demo wi l l occur at the

Anacortes First Baptist Church (2717 J Avenue, Anacortes, WA). This

event wi l l start at 9am, and conclude around 4pm. Through a wide

range of turning projects, Michael wi l l be emphasizing design and

form as wel l as technique. His approach to color and surface

embel l i shment creates distinct pieces that are in col lections

worldwide. This wi l l be a day of great fun and learning. . . . . the enti re



Sawdust Saturdays
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Sawdust Saturdays have been designed by club volunteers to help new turners develop ski l l s

and be introduced to di fferent opportuni ties in wood turning. Classes are held at club studio

in Bayview. We begin the class about 9:00 am and wrap up about 3:00 pm. Our club has

eight mini -lathes avai lable to learn on as wel l as a basic set of turning tools for each lathe.

The next scheduled session is:

October 20 - Introduction to bowls.

I f you have any ideas or suggestions for any of these classes you wi l l be attending, please let

us know ahead of time.

Sign-up sheets wi l l be avai lable at the Thursday meetings.

Please sign up early. The fee for the class i s $1 0.00 to cover the cost of materials and treats.

Students are required to bring personal safety equipment, at a minimum a ful l face shield. For

information on classes contact: Ed Frank at 360-293-5534, or Mike Young at 360-293-4236.
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day wi l l be spent with Michael . I t wi l l be a unique opportuni ty to learn from one of the best and move

your work to the next level ! For only $45 you wi l l have this great experience as wel l as a del ightful hot

meal , snacks, and beverages! Once again, space is l imi ted, and reservations are required! The demo is

open to the publ ic. . . . . .being a member of NWW or AAW is not required.

Final ly, on Sunday, March 22, 2015 eight prescient individuals wi l l spend their day exploring form and

surfacing techniques in the shop. This wi l l be an opportuni ty to approach new turning opportuni ties, and

gain Michael ’s guidance on surface treatments (surface design, paint, burner and rotary tools use, as wel l

as carving). Wow! Make your reservation now, as class size is l imi ted. This class i s priced at $125, and

when i t i s fi l led, the wait l i st wi l l be l imi ted.

In order to take advantage of any or al l of the above opportuni ties, one needs to take one of the fol lowing

actions! [Note: classes open to NWW members only unti l 30 days prior].

1 ) Signup and pay at the October, November, January or February meeting (thi rd Thursday monthly).

Payment is required at time of registration.

2) Send your signup request and check to: Greg Anderson, 23607 Hidden Val ley Road, Grani te Fal ls, WA

98252

3) Signup and pay via Brown Paper Tickets on the NWWWT.org websi te

This i s going to be a GREAT series of events…BE THERE OR BE SQUARE .. .and a woodturner would

never want to be square!

For further information on Michael Hosaluk:

www.michaelhosaluk.com

http://www.bechbaskets.net/gallery/49_EMMA_LR0504.pdf
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9

President
Dennis Shinn 360-854-9909
President@nwwwt.org

Vice President
Hazel Thomas 360-929-6075
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

Secretary
Sherri Greenleaf 360-899-4154
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Treasurer
Les Books 360-293-5067
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Members at Large
Guenter Elsner 425-374-3609
guenterswoodcrafts@gmai l .com

James Plessner 360-840-5680
jmplessner@hotmai l .com

Glen Lockhart 360-929-4344
glennhaz2000@yahoo.com

Rick Erb 360-299-0320
deadwoodstudio@hotmai l .com

Programs Chairperson
James Plessner 360-840-5680

Website Chairperson
Jesse Charette 360-920-1 485
jesse.charette@gmai l .com

Membership Chairpersons
Laura Matthews 360-757-7730
Membership@nwwwt.org

Kascha Newberry 360-848-9679
Kascha@comcast.net

Education Outreach Chairperson
George Way 360-293-7305
georgerway@gmai l .com

Mentoring Chairperson
Ray Shields 360-671 -3072
rayshields@msn.com

Events Chairperson
Dave Blair (Acting) 360-733-3911
dlblai r39@comcast.net

Sawdust Saturday Chairpersons
Ed Frank 360-293-5534
edwinfrank@comcast.net

Mike Young 360-293-4236
mjyoungana@gmai l .com

Library Chairperson
Glen Lockhart 360-929-4344
glennhaz2000@yahoo.com

Gallery Photographer
Ron Means 360-222-3092
ron.means@rocketmai l .com

Newsletter Chairperson
Ray Shields 360-671 -3072
rayshields@msn.com

Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt Vernon, WA 98273
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This space is set aside for members to adverti se free of charge to sel l or purchase tools, wood, etc. Please submit

your ad to the Newsletter Edi tor by the last Thursday of the month or submit i t to him at the meeting for inclusion in

the next month's newsletter.

The magazine for turners.

Published 10 times a year by Fred

Holder.

Available as an online

subscription only: $25/yr

Delivered online at:

www.morewoodturning.net

Lots of great information for your

browsing pleasure.

More Woodturning

PO Box 2168

Snohomish, WA 98291 -2168

Ads

15% off + Free Shipping
to our Club members

8003452396

FOR SALE
Powermatic Model 90 Lathe. 12" swing (up to 17" swing
over the gap bed) x 38" between centers. This i sn' t a Robust

. . . . . .but i t' s a very robust lathe. Variable speed & runs wel l .

Asking $650. Home Port Learning Center is an alternative high

school in Bel l ingham. They recently received an AAW grant to

purchase a smal ler lathe and tools for teaching their students to

turn.

You can view a simi lar Powermatic 90 on YouTube at:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v= Xa1 g2j4BeXI

For information and to view contact: Ralph Smal lwood , Home Port Learning Center 360-715-8860
homeportlc@gmai l .com



Targo Woods
1 1 00 C St, Bldg B

Bell ingham, WA

www.targowoods.com or
www.hardwoodstoget.com

Local Bellingham wood source for
your projects. Hardwoods, Burls,
Veneers. Wood to replace a leg on a
chair, make a whole dining room set or
turn a bowl, you will find it at Targo.

Oby says: "NWW Club members will
get 10% off on their purchases."

Save on gas, buy local!

Ads (Cont'd)

1 1



TOOLS WANTED
Seeking no-longer-used or unwanted

lathe tools, woodworking tools,

gadgets, j igs or shop related i tems that

could be sold at the Club Store.

Proceeds wi l l go to the Club treasury.

Please bring your i tem(s) to our regular

meeting and/or contact

Richard Mabie at (425) 774-5996.

Ads (Cont'd)
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