
Northwest Washington Woodturners
A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for JanuaryFebruary 2015

Northwest Washington
Woodturners...

The Club meets every third Thursday of
the month. There is no meeting in Dec-
ember. Time: 6:30pm. No host dinner
beginning at 5:30pm .

We meet at Hi l lcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exi t I -5 at Kincaid St, exi t
226. Turn east up Kincaid to So. 13th
Street, turn right (south). Hi l lcrest Park
is approx. 6 blocks south on 13th St.
The Lodge is located in the northwest
corner of the parking lot beyond the
tennis courts.

Meetings are open to anyone interested
in woodturning. Al l ski l l levels from
beginners to advanced turners are
welcome.

President's Letter

Another year, another voice…yoohooo is anyone

l i stening?! Let us as a club make 2015 a year of greater

involvement! There are so many opportuni ties on the

horizon!

We have a new Top Gun, George Newberry, to

spearhead the generation and col lection of the tops for

the Tops for Tots. George has provided us with a

slogan of “Let’s TOP 1 000”! At the January meeting

Rick Anderson demonstrated top turning for an hour

before the meeting. Hopeful ly this demonstration wi l l

inspire everyone to turn ten tops! That i s al l that i t wi l l

take for us to exceed our goal of 1 000.

We need top turners for events in Bel l ingham, Mt.

Vernon, Everett, and possibly Anacortes. Trial by fi re is

one way to learn this ski l l , or one can attend a fabulous

Sawdust Saturday and learn how the pros do i t! Look

at the websi te calendar to find fantastic opportuni ties.

By the way, did you know that Laura Matthews brought

the mini lathe that Rick was turning on prior to the

meeting? On January 31 st, our club turned tops at the

Lightcatcher Museum in Bel l ingham. Dave Blai r

spearheaded the event and a fine time was had by kids

and turners al ike.

We need volunteers and attendees for our Michael

Hosaluk March 21 st presentation. I cannot stress how

fantastic this opportuni ty is for al l ! There were signup

sheets passed about at the January meeting, and I am

saddened to report that at present less than a quarter of

our membership is planning to attend this event.

Happi ly the Sunday class i s ful l , but there are four

spaces sti l l open for the Friday class. Beware that any

open spaces wi l l be made avai lable to those outside

our club after the February meeting! Although many

folks have generously volunteered to help setup on

Friday, March 20th, at 5pm and cleanup on Saturday

after the event, the sheet wi l l be recirculated at the

February meeting.

Just look at the above three paragraphs! They al l start
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with the words “We need” because this i s your club, and hopeful ly that means you are interested in

participating in events, increasing your sphere of acquaintances, and most of al l having FUN! This club

begins and continues because YOU, gentle reader, are a member, and want to be involved at the level of

your comfort. Please bring your tops for the above mentioned col lection, and wood for the wood raffle!

February Presidential Challenge
“Don’t put Baby in the corner”
Create any i tem related to or theoretical ly related to a baby or Baby!

- One award by membership voting (col lect your chi t for voting at the exhibi t table)
- Two awards by random drawing of remaining entries

Ron Means was so kind to put on a fantastic demonstration on turning a baby rattle at the January

meeting. Hint! Hint! In fact, Ron’s handout was so wel l laid out that i t has been put onto our websi te as

a valuable reference.

I t would be extremely remiss i f I didn’t mention that Charley Drake has agreed to put on a camera and

photoshop class. There wi l l be signup sheets at the February meeting, and the date and place wi l l be

divulged at that time.

We are so fortunate as a club to have so many talented folks who are wi l l ing to share their knowledge. At

our February meeting, Mike Young is going to demonstrate turning a hat! Johannes Michelson wi l l be

proud, and you can be there for this great experience! Mike has advised that addi tional helpers wi l l be

needed for cleanup after the February meeting.

On the subject of being there, in Apri l Gerri t Van Ness has agreed to teach a surface embel l i shment

class, but i t i s ALREADY ful l ! We hope he wi l l put on a second class, and perhaps there wi l l be a signup

sheet at the February meeting. That should be addi tional incentive to attend the February meeting! ! !

Addi tional ly, George Way, NWW Club Vice President, has agreed to host a pre-meeting one-on-one

cri tique for anyone who desires. This in no way wi l l diminish the recogni tion which wi l l be given to

anyone who desires to bring and brag about their object! George wi l l be avai lable for consultation from

6pm unti l the meeting starts at 6:30pm.

I t was most impressive how folks volunteered for bringing cookies! The signup sheet looked l ike swiss

cheese before the meeting, but when I retrieved the sheet i t was FULL! Did you enjoy the veri table

banquet of del ight that Laura Matthews brought from her ki tchen? Glen Lockhart said thank goodness

Costco isn’t too bad (as he checked out with a platter of cookies)!

A few random items conclude this epistle. Merton Dodge won the spring pole lathe that J im Sebring

bui l t. J im raised $115 for the educational outreach program with this very creative idea! We need clean

gal lon containers to put anchor seal into (Greg Anderson opines that orange or apple juice are the best).

Thanks to al l the folks who helped spi ff Hi l lcrest Lodge up after the meeting, many hands make fast

work! Artwood Gal lery in Fairhaven is the si te of the display our club is making in the month of

February; perhaps you might l ike to swing by and check i t out! We are being extended a special

“opening” on Saturday, February 7th from 1 to 4pm! How awesome is that?!

Hazel

President's Letter (cont'd from Page 1 )
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January Program Recap

Two very talented NWW members spl i t the bi l l ing during the January

meeting.

Up fi rst was Charley Drake, former teacher and photography guru who

hai ls from Anacortes. In a casual and entertaining manner, he provided

numerous helpful tips on photographing wood turnings for best effect.

One of his ini tial recommendations was to remove distracting clutter.

This i s rather common sense but something we have a tendency to

ignore in our haste to get our "masterpieces" documented. Using an

unobtrusive background (such as the back of a poster, or a drape of

fabric) can do wonders to highl ight the piece. Using a tripod with the

camera's self timer can el iminate any motion blur and maximize

sharpness. Posi tion of the camera relative to the piece is also important.

For example, a bowl is shown to best advantage with the camera somewhat above the piece so that

some of the interior of the bowl is visible, rather than taking a straight on side view, which is less

interesting and less three dimensional . Charley also presented a brief overview of l ighting

considerations, and pointed out that good l ighting can be accompl ished with a relatively inexpensive

set up. He suggested using multiple l ights of the same type and wattage. That way the l ighting

intensi ty can be adjusted simply by posi tioning the l ights ei ther closer to or further from the object.

During his closing remarks, Charley indicated that he would be wi l l ing to provide a separate,

independent photography workshop to go over many of the aspects in more detai l , i f there was

sufficient interest.

For the second half of the al lotted presentation

time, Ron Means provided a discussion and

demo on making a tradi tional baby rattle, using

captive rings to generate the noise or "rattle".

Ron's organized and informative demo began

with considerations about the best woods to use,

and then progressed through the sequence of

turning the piece, with an emphasis on how to

execute the captive rings. He brought and

demonstrated the use of a captive ring tool , but

emphasized that a skew, gouge, parting tool or

self-made tool can also be used.

Ron provided a useful handout for his presenta-

tion. I f you didn' t get a copy, i t i s avai lable on

our websi te under "Education" >> "Handouts &

Downloads".

A big THANK YOU to both of our presentors.

Nicely done, gentlemen!

--Ray Shields



Upcoming Programs
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February 19 - Mike Young wil l provide us with at

least enough information to be dangerous when i t

comes to making a wooden hat. Actual ly, as a long-

time advocate of shop safety Mike might object to

this characterization of his presentation, but he wi l l

be giving tips and pointers that he has learned over

the years for designing and turning a high qual i ty

wood hat.

March 19 - The Thursday evening presentation wi l l

be given by our featured demonstrator, Michael

Hosaluk. Please refer to the article on Michael ' s

coming visi t to our area later on in this i ssue, and

don' t miss this one!

April 16 - The evening's speaker wi l l be our very
own Rick Anderson, a former NWW President, who

wi l l di scuss and demo the making of pepper mi l l s.

Rick is a seasoned pro who is sure to spice up the

evening with this hot topic. Don' t sneeze at this

pungent opportuni ty to see him in action.
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Woodfest i s an annual celebration of

woodworking and student achievements. This year i t

wi l l be occurring on April 11 & 12, 2015 . I t i s at the

beginning of the Skagi t Val ley Tul ip Festival and is a

sanctioned event of the Tul ip Festival . Consequently,

Woodfest i s a wonderful way to begin enjoying the

many activi ties scheduled throughout Skagi t County.

Woodfest aims to draw a variety of vendors and

display booths from chainsaw carvers, wood turners,

tradi tional carvers, wood crafters, arti sans, high school

woodworking exhibi ts, and educational exhibi ts.

Woodfest also invi tes schools from around Skagi t

Val ley to bring their woodworking crafts for the

Student Competi tion as wel l as Alumni to show off

previous work.

In addi tion to al l the wonderful wood-related vendors,

visi tors may also tour the many carvings and murals in

downtown Sedro-Wool ley, enjoy and bid on i tems at

the si lent auction, and drink espressos and Ital ian

sodas as wel l as eat food and candy from Sedro-

Wool ley High School Associated Student Body

Concessions.

Northwest Washington Woodturners has had a

longstanding partnership with Woodfest through

contributing to the si lent auction, display and sales of

our work, and l ive wood turning demonstrations. This

year we are once again helping to promote wood

shop programs in our area schools. We wi l l have

2015
several of our mini lathes set up for club

member use along with the large Robust lathe

(i f you have something more ambitious to work

on). Two display/sales tables wi l l be avai lable.

One wi l l be for donations of members' work

with the proceeds going to our Educational

Outreach program managed by George Way.

The other table wi l l be avai lable for sale or

display of your work.

A signup sheet wi l l be avai lable at the next

regular (February) meeting for those who plan

to participate. This i s always a great event

providing an opportuni ty for the club to

promote the craft and art of wood turning.

Thank you in advance for your help and

involvement.

Dennis Shinn

Woodfest Event Chairman

NWW Past President

About The Near Future: Woodfest

Please note: Due to a schedul ing

confl ict, Woodfest wi l l be held in a

new location for 2015: Cascade

Middle School gymnasium.

Driving directions: Take SR20

through/pst Sedro Wooley East to

where SR9 turns North at the stopl ight.

Go North a short bi t; Cascade Mi l le

School i s on the right side of SR9.
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Sign Up Now for Michael Hosaluk

This i s a friendly reminder that we are rapidly approach-

ing the much anticipated visi t from Michael Hosaluk on
March 21 at the Anacortes Baptist Church. Tickets can be

purchased onl ine at our club websi te (nwwwt.org), at the

February 19th meeting, or by mai l ing your check to Greg

Anderson (Greg Anderson, 23607 Hidden Val ley Road,

Grani te Fal ls, WA 98252).

Our club price of $45 is truly an exceptional bargain, and

wi l l provide an amazing opportuni ty to learn from an extremely talented turner. In addi tion to the

program, our signature hot meal wi l l be included as wel l as snacks and beverages! The program

wi l l start at 9am and continue to about 4pm, and wi l l give you a chance to be immersed in the

creative process that Michael Hosaluk l ives!

Although the Sunday class (March 22nd) with Michael Hosaluk is completely ful l , you can request

to be placed on the wait l i st. There are sti l l some spaces in the Friday class (March 20th), but one

must act now as after the February 19th club meeting, the rest of the world wi l l be able to enrol l .

To enrol l in a class, send a check ($125) to Greg Anderson (Greg Anderson, 23607 Hidden Val ley

Road, Grani te Fal ls, WA 98252), or signup at the February 19th club meeting.

I hope everyone in the club takes advantage of as many of these opportuni ties that they can.

Michael Hosaluk wi l l also be speaking to the club at our Thursday, March 19th, club meeting.

The content wi l l be completely di fferent and wi l l not be a turning demo, but rather a discussion

of creativi ty and col laboration as a path to more creativi ty. This wi l l be a very interesting evening!

Combine that with the Saturday al l day demo plus classes and i t makes for an exceptional learning

opportuni ty! This i s going to be a great show!



Sawdust Saturdays
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Sawdust Saturdays have been designed by club volunteers to help new turners develop ski l l s and be

introduced to di fferent opportuni ties in wood turning. Classes are held at club studio in Bayview. We

begin the class about 9:00 am and wrap up about 3:00 pm. Our club has eight mini -lathes avai lable to

learn on as wel l as a basic set of turning tools for each lathe.

The next scheduled sessions are:

February 28 - Introduction to natural edge bowls

March 28 - No class

April 25 - Introduction to Hol low Forms

Sign-up sheets wi l l be avai lable at the Thursday meetings.

Please sign up early. The fee for the class i s $1 0.00 to cover the cost of materials and treats.

Students are required to bring personal safety equipment, at a minimum a ful l face shield. For information

on classes contact: Ed Frank at 360-293-5534, or Mike Young at 360-293-4236.

More ofMichael Hosaluk



Mentor Program

One potential ly valuable asset of our club, especial ly to new turners or novices, i s a strong

mentor program. Whether i t be someone just learning, or someone wanting to advance their

ski l l s, having a mentor would give the opportuni ty for one-on-one hands-on learning. To make

the program work, we fi rst need people who are wi l l ing to come forward and be recognized so

their names and contact info can be placed on an easi ly accessible l i st on our websi te. I f

anyone is interested in being a mentor, please send me an emai l wi th your name, speci fic

area(s) you'd l ike to mentor, your ci ty and contact info (emai l address and or phone number).

My emai l address i s usaf.463@live.com . In the mean time if anyone is interested in having

someone mentor them in the basics, I l ive in Mount Vernon and am avai lable most of the time.

When the l i st i s completed, we wi l l hopeful ly have mentors in other ci ties so as to be

convenient to more club members.

In talking to Jesse Charette, our webmaster, I find he's wi l l ing to add a new menu i tem,

Education, to the websi te as wel l as move some of the other existing i tems around to more

appropriate menus. Watch for those changes in the near future. The mentor l i st wi l l be under

the Education menu.

Hand in hand with the mentor program, I ' l l be adding two new items under the Education

menu. One wi l l be cal led “Other Training Sources”. I t' s basical ly a l i st of many avai lable

sources for woodturning education/information avai lable on the internet. I ' l l have the l i st up

shortly and am open to any addi tions club members might l ike to make. This wi l l be a PDF

document you can download. The other area wi l l be under the heading “Hints, Tips, & J igs”

also under the Education menu. Ideal ly, submissions in this category wi l l also be in PDF

format for easy downloading and compatibi l i ty with al l computers. I f you can create a PDF

document showing your hints, tips, or j igs, please send i t to our webmaster directly. I f you are

l imi ted to some other format, please forward i t to me and I can convert i t to PDF and send i t on

to Jesse.

Our monthly meetings are great. However, the demos seen, questions asked and answers

received can grow a l i ttle fuzzy from one meeting to the next. Making these few tools avai lable

for our members can increase the overal l value of membership in our club.

Ron Radl i ff

Mentoring Chairperson
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Club Contacts, 2014

President
Hazel Thomas 360-929-6075
President@nwwwt.org

Vice President
George Way 360-293-7305
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

Secretary
Kascha Newberry 360-848-9679
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Treasurer
Les Books 360-293-5067
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Members at Large
Rick Erb 360-299-0320
deadwoodstudio@hotmai l .com

James Plessner 360-840-5680
jmplessner@hotmai l .com

George Newberry 360-848-9679
george.newberry@comcast.net

Ron Radl i ff 360-336-
2832
usaf.463@live.com

Programs Chairperson
James Plessner 360-840-5680
jmplessner@hotmai l .com

Website Chairperson
Jesse Charette 360-920-1 485
jesse.charette@gmai l .com

Membership Chairpersons
Laura Matthews 360-757-7730
Membership@nwwwt.org

Kascha Newberry 360-848-9679
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Education Outreach Chairperson
George Way 360-293-7305
georgerway@gmai l .com

Mentoring Chairperson
Ron Radl i ff 360-336-2832
usaf.463@live.com

Events Chairperson
Dave Blair (Acting) 360-733-3911
dlblai r39@comcast.net

Sawdust Saturday Chairpersons
Ed Frank 360-293-5534
edwinfrank@comcast.net

Mike Young 360-293-4236
mjyoungana@gmai l .com

Library Chairperson
Glen Lockhart 360-929-4344
glennhaz2000@yahoo.com

Gallery Photographer
Ron Means 360-222-3092
ron.means@rocketmai l .com

Newsletter Chairperson
Ray Shields 360-671 -3072
rayshields@msn.com

Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt Vernon, WA 98273
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This space is set aside for members to adverti se free of charge to sel l or purchase tools, wood, etc. Please submit

your ad to the Newsletter Edi tor by the last Thursday of the month or submit i t to him at the meeting for inclusion in

the next month's newsletter.

The magazine for turners.

Published 10 times a year by Fred

Holder.

Available as an online

subscription only: $25/yr

Delivered online at:

www.morewoodturning.net

Lots of great information for your

browsing pleasure.

More Woodturning

PO Box 2168

Snohomish, WA 98291 -2168

Ads

15% off + Free Shipping
to our Club members

TOOLS WANTED
Seeking no-longer-used or unwanted lathe tools,

woodworking tools, gadgets, j igs or shop related i tems that

could be sold at the Club Store. Proceeds wi l l go to the

Club treasury.

Please bring your i tem(s) to our regular meeting and/or

contact

Richard Mabie at (425) 774-5996.

8003452396

1 0



Targo Woods
11 00 C St, Bldg B

Bell ingham, WA

www.targowoods.com or
www.hardwoodstoget.com

Local Bellingham wood source for
your projects. Hardwoods, Burls,
Veneers. Wood to replace a leg on a
chair, make a whole dining room set or
turn a bowl, you will find it at Targo.

Oby says: "NWW Club members will
get 10% off on their purchases."

Save on gas, buy local!

Ads (Cont'd)

Testing,...testing,....
Just checking to see i f
people actual ly read the
classi fied ads! I f you do,
then you wi l l know that
the cookie roster for our
Feb. meeting includes:

Melanie M.
Rick E.
Dennis S.
Linc L.

Please note that i f you are
one of these 4 individuals
and did not read this,
AND you fai l to bring
cookies to the coming
meeting, you wi l l be
severely castigated for
your oversight!
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