Northwest Washington Woodturners
A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners
Monthly Newsletter for February/March 2015

Northwest Washington
Woodturners...

The Club meets every third Thursday of
the month. There is no meeting in December. Time: 6:30pm. No host dinner
beginning at 5:30pm .
We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid St, exit
226. Turn east up Kincaid to So. 13th
Street, turn right (south). Hillcrest Park
is approx. 6 blocks south on 13th St.
The Lodge is located in the northwest
corner of the parking lot beyond the
tennis courts.
Meetings are open to anyone interested
in woodturning. All skill levels from
beginners to advanced turners are
welcome.
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President's Letter
Michael Hosaluk has left the building, but his
artistic influence will continue for some time. To
this end, the April presidential challenge will be
“Being Michael Hosaluk”. Create any object, but
include a “Hosaluk element”. Just as art students
learn to paint by imitating the masters, we apply
our spin.
At the Feburary meeting, the challenge was to
create thin objects. The level of performance and
and participation was awesome! I wanted to hold
up every item with awe, but I knew we had a long
program that was waiting in the wings. Gentle
reader, you know I am referring to Michael
Hosaluk!
Mr. Hosaluk arrived on Tuesday afternoon, spent
time determining his wood selections on
Wednesday, met with many members of the club,
and viewed numerous shops. The programs
started Thursday at our meeting. Friday, eight
fortunate turners had Michael available to chat
with and learn from him for seven hours!
Saturday, as we all know, the exceptional was ours
to experience for another seven hours! In addition to the artistic side, Mr. Hosaluk demonstrated
amazing technical skills. We witnessed a highly
skilled artist with a great deal to offer that can be
applied in many ways to our endeavors. Finally,
on Sunday another group of eight turners had
seven more hours to gain insight from Michael,
and then he was gone.
Holding a March demonstration takes a great deal
of work. Venue coordination and preparation,
food acquisition, preparation, and serving,
logistics, advertisement, registration, audio/video,
website updating and cleanup are only some of
the more apparent challenges. Our club is a
volunteer organization, and to make events like
this happen, volunteers are needed! A new
member, Donna Holmquist, has volunteered to
(Cont'd on Page 2)
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President's Letter (cont'd from Page 1 )
run the whole shebang, but she needs a kitchen coordinator! The coordinator doesn’t sit in the
kitchen and peel spuds; however, everyone has enjoyed the fruits and vegetables our prior
kitchen coordinator, Laura Matthews, arranged! Major kudos for the years that Laura did this
job!
Thanks are definitely in order to all those who stepped up this year and in previous years and
made the event possible. Rick Erb was our logistics manager, Greg Anderson was our
registration manager, Rick Anderson was our ad manager, Les Books was our housing and
entertainment manager, and as mentioned above, Laura Matthews was our kitchen manager. I
would run out of space with even more individual acknowledgements of duties accomplished
so I'll stop here, but you have the personal satisfaction of jobs well done!
Some interesting data follows: 97 people paid for a ticket, 90 people attended the event, and 44
of the attendees were club members! At present, we are a club with 132 members.
Our club is only as interesting as ideas and interests generated by our members are
implemented! Tops are a great tool to improve technique. How did Mr Hosaluk start and end
his demo? How did Mr. Hosaluk start his class? The answer is, he turned a top. The next
meeting, at Burlington Senior Center on April 1 6th, will have an emphasis on top turning
(although there will be other AMAZING demos occurring)!
April 11 th and 12th, Woodfest will be held in Sedro Wolley. What an excellent opportunity to
turn and interact with your fellow members! Once again, you can turn tops!
April 17th and 1 8th, Gerrit VanNess is hosting embellishment classes at his studio. There are
still limited spaces; talk to, text or email our Event Chairman, James Plessner to find out more!
The aforementioned are limited examples of upcoming events. Our library has acquired some
great new DVDs on segmented turning, and at our October meeting we are having a
presentation on the same by our own Cotty Howe, Charlie Jurges, and Ben Gage!
So many things, so much fun! Let us all do all we can for one another, and KEEP TURNING!
Hazel

New to woodturning? Would you like a mentor to show you the ropes? You are in luck!
Contact Ron Radliff, our Mentoring Coordinator, who can help you get in touch with an
experienced turner in your area. Ron can be reached at 360-707-131 9 or by email at
usaf.463@live.com
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March Program Recap
Michael Hosaluk, an internationally recognized turner
from Saskatoon, Saskachewan, reviewed much of his past
work via a slide show, beginning with his early days as a
furniture maker and progressing through a multitude of
remarkably eclectic and imaginative pieces.

As he displayed the turnings on screen, he would often take a
moment for an amusing or humorous aside to ex- plain how
the piece related to something in his life. As he wrote in his
bio, "My work tells stories from my life, places I've been,
people I've met, architecture, our en- vironment. These stories
are interwoven into the objects I create."

Photo: Ron Means
Photo: Ray Shields

One of the events that Michael discussed is the Emma
International Collaboration, a biennial event that brings together
1 00 artists from around the world to share talents and make
collaborative art. Woodworkers, blacksmiths, painters, multi
media artists, carvers and others share expertise and resources to
make some wonderful art work that is sold at public auction at
the end of the event.
Acts of Chairs was another project Michael developed that
focuses on the rudimentary form of a chair frame. In an artist’s
statement Hosaluk writes: "My first thought was to approach the
chair as anything but a chair, the chair metaphorically exploring
our society and culture. The actor. Next, to deconstruct furniture
and, in particular, the chair, into its minimal elements, to strip it
bare of any suggestion and function, born into this world pure
and innocent. Now my actors could play out roles and scenarios
pertaining to all my whims and desires." Tongue-in-cheek and
inventive, Michael used this form as a modular building block to
create often interactive sculpture and installations.
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Photo by Dennis Shinn

Widely recognized as one of the most creative woodturners in
the world, Michael emphasized his passion to explore and
invent new techniques and processes. He may use one piece
as a starting point to do another variation, and then use that
piece as a springboard to create several others, each one
expanding a little further on the new technique. He is only
half joking when he quips, "Anything worth doing is worth doing
to excess!"

Upcoming Programs
April 16 - Scheduled for our April meeting in

Burlington is an infamous Play Day, this one featuring
spin tops as the primary focus. Among other things,
there will be a number of exciting top-related
contests, so practice up! The rumor has been
confirmed that in addition to tops and toys, there will
also be metal spinning (D.S.), wood stabilization
(J.P.), and who knows what else on tap.

May 21 - Back at Hillcrest Park, Bruce Campbell

of Coquitlam, BC will look at how orientation of a
bowl blank in the tree will give different grain patterns
in a finished bowl. He will rough turn six small bowls
from different places in a tree so you can see the
impact. Using this information you will be able to
either cut your own bowl blanks with more confidence
or be able to "read" blanks you are buying off the
shelf.
Bruce will also hold classes on the three subsequent
days. Likely sessions will include turning a split box,
thread chasing with a homemade chaser, and, for
beginners and mentors alike, an introduction to wood
turning. We will have more information on his classes
at the coming meeting and in the next newsletter issue.

June 18 - Rick Anderson of Bellingham will give a

presentation on making pepper mills. He will
undoubtedly spice up his demo with tangy retorts as
you pepper him with your questions. A seasoned pro,
he has made more than a few pepper mills in his everspicy career. Don't sneeze at this opportunity to learn
from the best.
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All Day Demo a Success!
Michael Hosaluk, a creative standout in the woodturning world,
provided a fast-paced and non-stop series of turning demos
accompanied by helpful comments about the method or technique
at hand. His understated Canadian sense of humor was evident
throughout the day, just as it is often evident in his work.
He began by turning (and then setting in motion with a string) an
old fashioned top. It was obvious as he turned it that he had made
many hundreds of tops during his career. The final
product was nicely balanced and had sufficient heft to
spin for a fair length of time. In fact, before the day was
over, Michael displayed his quickness by setting the top
spinning and then turning another top from a fresh
piece of wood, winding it up and spinning it before the
first one had stopped turning (albeit just barely!).
Next, he moved on to freehand turning of a baseball,
emphasizing the importance of always comparing the
right and left hemispheres as they are being turned, to
keep them symmetrical. He does not use a sphere
cutting jig. Not only was his baseball perfectly round to
the naked eye, but he also hand draws the pattern and
then woodburns the stitching. Back at home in
Saskatoon, he donates many baseballs for local sports
fundraisers.
On to the next turning: an off-set candle holder. Mr.
Hosaluk uses multi-center turning on many of his pieces
and has it down to a science. He kept the turning
gracefully simple and elegant, despite the fact that chips
were flying fast and furious in all directions and it was
almost hard to see the piece emerge at times. By the
way, by this time it was quite apparent that Michael is a
"leftie", which seemed to confirm the opinion
that left-handed individuals are more
imaginative and creative than their right
handed peers -- but we'll leave that to others to
debate.
After the candlestick was finished, complete
with some nicely formed small beads between
the elements, it was time to move on to kitchen
items: a spatula with a beaded handle and a
ladle. For the ladle, Mike used a crude but
effective jig (see next page). The jig, a thick
hollowed and notched cylinder whose internal

5

diameter was just a shade under the outside diameter
of the ladle, permitted him to tap the ladle in place
and securely hold it as he hollowed the bowl end of
the ladle. One just needs to remain cognizant that
the handle end of the ladle is spinning around like a
propeller.
Next up was a woman's bracelet that Michael turned
from a green piece of arbutus wood (the Canadian
term for madrone/madrona). He sizes the inner
diameter to around 2.5 to 2.75 inches, which works
well for most women. The outside of the bracelet
can be embellished in many different ways, either on
the lathe or off. For this demo, Mike textured the
bracelet with a series of beads. He frequently paints
them once the wood is dry.
With another chunk of green "arbutus", Michael
fashioned a goblet. As he fashioned the goblet, the
top met the stem in a perfectly symmetrical manner,
but within less than an hour after removing it from
the lathe, the wood began moving into an amusing
posture, such that the top was at a significant angle to
the stem. By the time the afternoon was over, the
goblet looked like it might spill half of its
contents if anything were poured into it.
Commenting on our President's "Thin as
Ice" contest from a few days earlier, Mr.
Hosaluk entralled us as he turned a shallow
bowl so thin that you could nearly see his
fingerprints through it by the time he was
done! Judging by the gasps from the
audience as he turned the bowl ever thinner,
there seemed to be a very small margin
between amazing success and catastrophic
failure. It did remain intact. Since it was
also turned from green madrone, it began
reshaping itself rather quickly. By the end of
the day it had nearly dried and was looking
reminiscent of a potato chip.
In order to demonstrate making a bowl with
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feet, Michael first turned a bowl with a fairly
thick wall, then thinned the wall down except
for 2 separate rings, one for the feet and
another for embellishments on the side of the
bowl. He used a chain held between his
hands to demonstrate the curve of the bowl
he was attempting to make (referred to as a
catenary curve). After removing the bowl
with its rings from the lathe, he marked the
location of the feet and used a small sharp
saw (his was from Lee Valley) to remove most
of the waste sections of the ring. Similarly, he
used a band saw to remove waste from the
ring around the large diameter of the bowl.
Then he used gouges and rasps to smooth the
contours. He likes the Auriou rasps, but
found that Dragon rasps work nearly as well
for around half the price. [Note: to date I have
not been able to locate a source for these
rasps].
To create an interesting small bowl, Michael
turned corrugations into a sphere, then band
sawed the sphere in half at an oblique angle.
He then took one of the hemispheres back to
the lathe, where he hot glued it to a faceplate,
using wedges to keep it steady. Unfortunately,
because the wood was wet, the hot glue did
not stick to it well. Time for Plan B. He
quickly turned a thick hollow cylinder and
securely wedged the bowl into that (similar to the technique for turning the ladle discussed
earlier). Success!
Michael's final project was to demonstrate how he creates tapered curved boxes that look almost
like horns (or a slug -- beauty is in the eye of the beholder, after all). As seen on the following
page, he first turned a cylinder with tenons on both ends, then parted it through the center.
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Using a hook tool, he hollowed out one side and made
the female side of the connection parallel to the lathe
ways. After creating the matching male side of the
opening, he hollowed that side with the hook tool also.
Next, with the both pieces connected, he placed the
box between centers and tapered both ends.
Mike then took the box, which now looked like a very
elongated football, and used the bandsaw to make
angled cuts, which he then sanded and sized the sawn
edges using a 50:50 mix of Titebond and water. Once
the sizing was dry, he rotated them to effect the curved
shape, and glued them together with full strength
Titebond II using a rub joint, where the pieces are
rubbed and held together with slight pressure until the
glue "grabs" (which happens surprisingly quickly!).
After another moment or two, the next rub joint can be
made.
After the gluing is complete, the box can be painted as
it is, or it can be smoothed, sanded and textured, as
shown in the samples below. Mike gave a quick demo
of modeling paste and gel medium to form bumps and
spines.
Taken together, it was a jam-packed day of
instruction, helpful tips, and entertainment. We
are indebted to Michael Hosaluk for sharing his
experience, skills
and knowledge
with us.
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Cookie Roster
Our cookie volunteers bring 2-3 dozen cookies each to our regular meetings. For those of you
who have already brought cookies this year, or who have signed up to bring them, THANK YOU!
Because of your generous spirit, we have 4 volunteers signed up for each month this year with
the exception of a single slot for this coming October. If you would like to fill this last remaining spot, especially if you have not brought cookies before, please contact Ray Shields
(rayshields@msn.com) to sign up.

April Cookie Volunteers
Guenter E.
Dennis S .
Charley D.
Kasha Newberry

Sawdust Saturdays
Sawdust Saturdays have been designed by club volunteers to help new turners develop skills and be
introduced to different opportunities in wood turning. Classes are held at club studio in Bayview. We
begin the class about 9:00 am and wrap up about 3:00 pm. Our club has eight mini-lathes available to
learn on as well as a basic set of turning tools for each lathe.
The next scheduled sessions are:

Example:
Maple vessel by
Dave Bronsten

April 25 - Introduction to Hollow Forms
June 27 - Introduction to Pyrography

Sign-up sheets will be available at the Thursday meetings.
Please sign up early. The fee for the class is $1 0.00 to cover the cost of materials and treats.
Students are required to bring personal safety equipment, at a minimum a full face shield. For information
on classes contact: Ed Frank at 360-293-5534, or Mike Young at 360-293-4236.
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New at the Library
The newest additions to the club's library are one book and eight
DVDSs.
AAW has recently published (Nov 201 4) a book titled Getting
Started in Woodturning. Whether you’re just getting started at
the lathe or you’re a seasoned woodturner looking for nuggets of
insight, you’ll find it all here, an essential reference of safety
information, tool advice, woodturning techniques, and practical
projects from the pages of American Woodturner, the journal
from the AAW. Chapters were written for beginning woodturners
by some of today's finest woodturners -- Richard Raffan, Jim
Rodgers, Richard Kleinhenz, and Alan Lacer among them.

The Art of Hosaluk in Woodturning (2 DVDs)
Michael Hosaluk shares his techniques and philosophy on
woodturning in this 2 volume set. Michael takes you step by step
through the many processes he uses to create award-winning
masterpieces. Disc One covers making eight different projects
including: a Spinning Top, Hollow Vessel, Teapot, and
Candlesticks. Disc Two covers design, surface enhancement,
tools, painting and box making. A photo gallery of Mike's work is
also included This DVD set is full of technical knowledge and
will inspire beginners and experienced turners alike to tap into
their own creative potential.

Lessons in Segmented Woodturning by Malcolm Tibbetts
These instructional DVDs are each two hours long and offer
countless techniques and methods of work.
Vol 1 - Getting Started
Vol 2 - Tips, Tricks, and Feature Rings
Vol 3 - Exploring Possibilities
Vol 4 - Functional Projects
Vol 5 - More Functional Projects
Vol 6 - Special Boxes
Vol 7 - Jewelry
Note: This is the first of a series of occasional updates provided by club
librarian Glen Lockhart. To view the entire listing of what our library
has to offer, check out the Library section of NWW's website (you'll
find it under the Education heading).
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Club Contacts, 2015
Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt Vernon, WA 98273

President

Hazel Thomas
President@nwwwt.org

Vice President

George Way
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

Secretary

Kascha Newberry
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Treasurer

Les Books
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Membership Chairpersons

Laura Matthews
360-757-7730
Membership@nwwwt.org

360-929-6075

Kascha Newberry
Secretary@nwwwt.org

360-293-7305

360-848-9679

Education Outreach Chairperson
360-848-9679

George Way
georgerway@gmail.com

360-293-7305

360-293-5067

Mentoring Chairperson
Ron Radliff
usaf.463@live.com

360-336-2832

Events Chairperson

Members at Large

Dennis Shinn (Acting)

360-854-9909

woodturner@anatechsys.com

Rick Erb
360-299-0320
deadwoodstudio@hotmail.com

Sawdust Saturday Chairpersons
Ed Frank
edwinfrank@comcast.net

360-293-5534

George Newberry
360-848-9679
george.newberry@comcast. net

Mike Young
mjyoungana@gmail.com

360-293-4236

Ron Radliff
usaf.463@live.com

360-336-2832

Library Chairperson

360-840-5680

Gallery Photographer

360-920-1 485

Newsletter Chairperson

James Plessner
jmplessner@hotmail.com

Programs Chairperson

James Plessner
jmplessner@hotmail.com

Website Chairperson

Jesse Charette
jesse.charette@gmail.com

360-840-5680

Glen Lockhart
360-929-4344
glennhaz2000@yahoo.com
Ron Means
360-222-3092
ron.means@rocketmail.com
Ray Shields
rayshields@msn.com
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360-671 -3072

Ads
This space is set aside for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc. Please submit
your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the meeting for inclusion in
the next month's newsletter.

The magazine for turners.
Published 10 times a year by Fred
Holder.
Available as an online
subscription only: $25 /yr
Delivered online at:
www.morewoodturning.net
Lots of great information for your
browsing pleasure.

8003452396
15% off + Free Shipping

to our Club members

More Woodturning

PO Box 2168
Snohomish, WA 98291-2168

WANTED TO BUY

Seeking a Burnmaster woodburning
unit, 1 or 2 port (i.e., Hawk or Eagle).
Also interested in woodburning
handpieces and tips.
Contact Channet Geyer (360) 854-8656
or cennetjude@yahoo.com
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Ads (Cont'd)

Targo Woods
11 00 C St, Bldg B
Bellingham, WA

www.targowoods.com or
www.hardwoodstoget.com
Local Bellingham wood source for
your projects. Hardwoods, Burls,
Veneers. Wood to replace a leg on a
chair, make a whole dining room set or
turn a bowl, you will find it at Targo.
Oby says: "NWW Club members will
get 10% off on their purchases. "
Save on gas, buy local!
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Ads (Cont'd)
Stubby Lathe For Sale

Professional woodturner located just off I-5 in Sutherlin, OR retiring after 30 years, wishes to sell
lathe, tools, and accessories. Original owner of 1 2 year old Stubby lathe, purchased new from
John Jordan. Weighs approx. 800 lbs (have forklift, can load it on truck or trailer). 2 HP motor, 40"
inboard turning, >5 ft spindle capacity. Built in vacuum port. Attached swiveling light. Axminster 4
jaw chuck, spindle rest, numerous other tools and accessories. Everything in good working order.
Asking $5K for whole package (lathe, tools, accessories, wood).
Contact John Dickinson at (541 ) 459-5752, or email at: labs3@earthlink.net.
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