
Northwest Washington Woodturners
A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for Ju ly/August 2015

Northwest Washington
Woodturners...

The Club meets every third Thursday of
the month. There is no meeting in Dec-
ember. Time: 6:30pm. No host dinner
beginning at 5:30pm .

We meet at Hi l lcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exi t I -5 at Kincaid St, exi t
226. Turn east up Kincaid to So. 13th
Street, turn right (south). Hi l lcrest Park
is approx. 6 blocks south on 13th St.
The Lodge is located in the northwest
corner of the parking lot beyond the
tennis courts.

Meetings are open to anyone interested
in woodturning. Al l ski l l levels from
beginners to advanced turners are
welcome.

President's Letter

There are so many diversions to tempt one in the
summer. That i s not to say the rest of the year is
boring, but as this note is wri tten, three
consecutive Saturdays have NWWT events!

Our club is so fortunate to have reti red logger
Jerry Holmes make his extensive wood-influenced
knowledge avai lable to members. Addi tional ly,
throughout the year Jerry brings amazing wood to
the wood raffle, turns tops for kiddos, and is
wi l l ing to provide insight on turning issues (case
in point: On July 25th he opened his shop and
conversed about how to maintain and safely
operate a chainsaw)!

The subsequent Saturday, August 1 st, another
stalwart member of our club, Dave Blair, wi l l be
coordinating the Chi ldren’s Festival in Bel l ingham.
This opportuni ty at Bloedel Park al lows members
another chance to turn tops for chi ldren! Come on
out and turn some tops, particularly i f you have
not yet had a chance to participate before -- no
experience necessary! Any of the veteran top
turners would be more than happy to guide you
through the process.

The best things in l i fe are often last. On August
8th, our club and the wood workers (NWCW)
picnic wi l l be hosted at the Matthews' residence
in Bow. In addi tion to fel lowship, fine food and a
si lent auction, this year an addi tional occasion to
turn tops wi l l be on tap: The fi rst World Top
Turning for Tots Championship. Your big chance
to attend an inaugural event in Bow (and maybe
even go home with a prize)!

When we meet again at Hi l lcrest Lodge for the
September 17th meeting, a great program wi l l be
presented on turning Christmas ornaments
incorporating sea urchin shel ls. As you know, our
store manager, Richard Mabie, has acquired a
variety of shel ls for your turning pleasure. Richard

President's Letter
Page 1

Creative Challenge for September
Page 2

Safety Tip
Page 2

July Program Recap
Page 3

Upcoming Programs
Page 5

Children's Festival Top Turning
Page 6

More Top Turning: Bellingham
Page 8

Cookie Roster
Page 9

Sawdust Saturdays
Page 9

Club Contacts
Page 1 0

Classified Ads
Page 11

1



i s yet another member of NWWT who works hard to make this a great club!

The September chal lenge wi l l be “Looking for Eric”. Turn any object that has an
Eric Lofstrom influence. As you recal l Eric presented triple axis turning using a
skew and roughing gouge at the July meeting.

Have fun and be safe!

Hazel

President's Letter (Cont'd)

Safety Tip

Remove the jaws from your chuck and take them

over to your grinder and round off the sharp corners.

I f you ever sl ip into a spinning set of jaws, the

rounded corners may bruise you but wi l l probably

not remove flesh to the bone the way sharp corners

can.

Note in the picture the sharp edged jaws at the top

compared to the other jaws that have been rounded.
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July Meeting Recap

Multi -Axis Turning

One of our annual favori tes, Eric Lofstrom, was on hand

as our featured presenter for the July meeting. The topic

this year was triple-axis turning.

Of the examples of fini shed pieces Eric brought to

i l lustrate the technique, few would appear to have been

produced on a lathe. Nonetheless, once the process was

demonstrated i t became qui te clear. The chal lenge is to

conceive the form, then plan a layout that wi l l arrive at

the desi red end resul t.

Eric provides a thorough, eight page .PDF document on

his web si te that' s avai lable for download i f you didn' t

manage to make the meeting or i f you'd l ike to have a

wel l wri tten and i l lustrated article on triple axis turning:

http://ericlofstrom.com/fi les/Lofstrom-_Eric-_Triple_Axis_Turning_Demo-_Handout-_8pgs.pdf

As you can imagine, this can be a jumping off point from

which to explore endless possibi l i ties. I know it' s sparked

some ideas in my mind…

Toward the end of his presentation, Eric reviewed a dye

technique that can be used to blend colors into one

another. He uses TransTint colors mixed in water, and

appl ies them to the wood surface with a spray bottle. He

uses multiple spray bottles, each with i ts own color. He

wi l l spray one color, yel low for example, in one area and

then spray blue in another area. Where they overlap they

Photos on this page by Ray Shields

blend into a third color

(green in this example).

See the two burl samples

he used to demonstrate

the technique in the

lower left corner of the

page. On the fol lowing

page are a number of

other sample pieces that

Eric brought to show how texturing, dyeing or both can add

used to add visual interest to a project.



July Meeting Recap (Cont'd)

Photos on this page by Ron Radl i f
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Upcoming Programs

August 8 - I t' s almost here: our annual NWW/

NCWA potluck picnic! Bring an appetizer, salad,

side dish or dessert (oh, and your spouse or s'pose,

too) and join the fun at Val and Laura Matthews'

idyl l ic homestead on Saturday from 1 to 5pm. I t wi l l

be an event to remember -- and for the fi rst time wi l l

include the (ahem!) WORLD Top Champship! So

don' t forget to bring along your top (or you can make

one on the spot i f you prefer).
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September 17 - Guest presenter David Lutrick wil l

demonstrate how to create a Christmas ornament

uti l izing a sea urchin (or at least i ts shel l -- fresh sea

urchins don' t work nearly as wel l : their spines fal l off

in a day or two and the whole thing smel ls to high

heaven). The demo comes at an opportune time, as

we wi l l be needing ornaments for our Christmas tree

decorating event again this year.

October 15 - The presentation wi l l feature our
own in-house talent as several of our Club

members demonstrate practical highl ights and tips

regarding segmented turning. More information on

this wi l l be forthcoming in the next issue.



Chi ldren's Festival Top Turning July 1 8

A big thank you to the crew that participated in this year's Children's Art Festival at Hi l lcrest

Park. Once again we had the pleasure of bringing smi les to many, many young faces whi le we

magical ly unwrapped our spin tops right in front of their eyes.

We genuinely appreciate everyone's efforts but I 'd

l ike to add a special thanks to Rick Erb for his time

and effort, not just in turning tops but also for

dragging the club trai ler around to this event and

for each monthly meeting as wel l . Thinking I 'd

one-up Rick this year by getting to the park almost

a half hour before the scheduled setup time,

imagine the surprise when I arrived to find al l the

canopies up and ready to go! I f you've ever

wondered how al l our equipment gets carried

from place to place, Rick's the reason.
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The weather forecast proved accurate, for a change, even sl ightly on the conservative side. To say

the least i t was a bi t warmer than comfortable. By day's end, we were al l pretty used up but I

think I can speak for the group in that i t was a successful outing and wel l worth i t considering

our audience.

I f you didn' t get a chance to be part of the Hi l lcrest event, be sure to contact Dave Blai r about the

Bel l ingham Chi ldren's Fair coming up August 1 st at Bloedel Donovan Park, 2214 Electric

Avenue, Bel l ingham. I t' s always nice to have plenty of turners involved so no one has to be on

their feet the enti re time.

Thank you al l again – looking forward to next year!

-- Dennis Shinn

Mt Vernon Chi ldren's Festival Event Chairman
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Mt. Vernon Children's Festival (cont'd)

7



8

Wood More Top Turning: Bel l ingham, Aug 1

I t was a bright sunny Saturday with a pleasant

mi ld breeze under a shady canopy: PERFECT top

turning weather! With experienced coordination

by Dave Blair, many dozens of tops were turned

and turned over to exci ted chi ldren. Once again,

a very successful top turning venture with lots of

volunteers. A big thanks to everyone who came

and helped out!

Photos by Ray Shields



Sawdust Saturdays

Sawdust Saturdays have been designed by club volunteers to help new turners develop ski l l s and

be introduced to di fferent opportuni ties in wood turning. Classes are held at club studio in

Bayview. We begin the class about 9:00 am and wrap up about 3:00 pm. Our club has eight

mini -lathes avai lable to learn on as wel l as a basic set of turning tools for each lathe.

The next scheduled sessions are:

September 12 - Introduction to Pyrography

September 26 - Introduction to Turning, Tools

and Tool Techniques

Sign-up sheets wi l l be avai lable at the Thursday meetings.

Please sign up early. The fee for the class i s $1 0 to cover the cost of materials and treats.

Students are required to bring personal safety equipment, at a minimum a ful l face shield. For

information on classes contact: Ed Frank at 360-293-5534, or Mike Young at 360-293-4236.

Cookie Roster

September Cookie
Volunteers
Channet G.

Ron R.

Steve H.

Tom A.

Our cookie volunteers bring 2-3 dozen cookies each to our regular meetings. For those of you

who have already brought cookies this year, or who have signed up to bring them, THANK YOU!

Because of your generous spiri t, we have 4 volunteers signed up for each month this year.
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Club Contacts, 2015

President
Hazel Thomas 360-929-6075
President@nwwwt.org

Vice President
George Way 360-293-7305
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

Secretary
Kascha Newberry 360-848-9679
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Treasurer
Les Books 360-293-5067
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Members at Large
Rick Erb 360-299-0320
deadwoodstudio@hotmai l .com

James Plessner 360-840-5680
jmplessner@hotmai l .com

George Newberry 360-848-9679
george.newberry@comcast.net

Ron Radl i ff 360-707-1319
usaf.463@live.com

Programs Chairperson
James Plessner 360-840-5680
jmplessner@hotmai l .com

Website Chairperson
Jesse Charette 360-920-1 485
jesse.charette@gmai l .com

Membership Chairpersons
Laura Matthews 360-757-7730
Membership@nwwwt.org

Kascha Newberry 360-848-9679
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Education Outreach Chairperson
George Way 360-293-7305
georgerway@gmai l .com

Mentoring Chairperson
Ron Radl i ff 360-707-1319
usaf.463@live.com

Events Chairperson
Dennis Shinn (Acting) 360-854-9909
woodturner@anatechsys.com

Sawdust Saturday Chairpersons
Ed Frank 360-293-5534
edwinfrank@comcast.net

Mike Young 360-293-4236
mjyoungana@gmai l .com

Library Chairperson
Glen Lockhart 360-929-4344
glennhaz2000@yahoo.com

Gallery Photographer
Ron Means 360-222-3092
ron.means@rocketmai l .com

Newsletter Chairperson
Ray Shields 360-671 -3072
rayshields@msn.com

Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt Vernon, WA 98273
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This space is set aside for members to adverti se free of charge to sel l or purchase tools, wood, etc. Please submit
your ad to the Newsletter Edi tor by the last Thursday of the month or submit i t to him at the meeting for inclusion in
the next month's newsletter.

Ads

15% off + Free Shipping
to our Club members

8003452396
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Used Tools and Turning Accessories Wanted

Got extra turning tools,

sanders, grinding wheels,

tool rests, etc, lying around

your shop? Of course you do.

Donate them to our Club!

Just bring them in to our

Store Manager, Richard Mabie,

(425-774-5996) during one of

our regular meetings. Give him

a cal l i f you have any questions.

Targo Woods
11 00 C St, Bldg B

Bell ingham, WA

www.targowoods.com or
www.hardwoodstoget.com

Local Bellingham wood source for

your projects. Hardwoods, Burls,

Veneers. Wood to replace a leg on a

chair, make a whole dining room set or

turn a bowl, you will find it at Targo.

Oby says: "NWW Club members will

get 10% off on their purchases."

Save on gas, buy local!

Ads (Cont'd)
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