
Northwest Washington Woodturners
A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for February/March 201 6

Northwest Washington
Woodturners...

The Club meets every third Thursday of

the month. There is no meeting in Dec-

ember. Time: 6:30pm. No host dinner

beginning at 5:30pm

We meet at Hi l lcrest Park Lodge in Mt.

Vernon, WA. Exi t I -5 at Kincaid St, exi t

226. Turn east up Kincaid to So. 13th

Street, turn right (south). Hi l lcrest Park

is approx. 6 blocks south on 13th St.

The Lodge is located in the northwest

corner of the parking lot beyond the

tennis courts.

Meetings are open to anyone interested

in woodturning. Al l ski l l levels from

beginners to advanced turners are

welcome.

President's Letter

We’re in our countdown to our big event of the
year. On March 19th, the world famous J immy
Clewes wil l be presenting an al l day demon-
stration to al l levels of wood turners. We have a
pre-function at our regular meeting at Hi l lcrest on
March 17. His al l day show wi l l be in Anacortes
on March 19. Our two workshops on Friday and
Sunday are ful l but i f you’d l ike to put your name
as an alternate, somebody might get sick and
you’d be in (not wishing i l l on any who have
signed up, of course!).

We had a great Sawdust Saturday on February
20th. We had a ful l class of beginning turners that
left with multiple sticks of wood that had
miraculously changed shape. There won’t be a
Sawdust Saturday in March because of the J immy
Clewes workshops but in Apri l we’l l have two
classes. Early in Apri l we’l l offer a beginning bowl
class and then another class TBA later in the
month. Sign up at the March meeting to make
sure you get a spot.

During our board meeting, we had a discussion
regarding how to best make new members feel
welcome. One club, that we might copy, has
members meet and greet the new members before
the meeting and during the break. I f you would
l ike to be a “greeter”, emai l me and we’l l insti tute
this at our next meeting.

On January 30th, Ray Shields, James Plessner and
I went to Gig Harbor to meet with eight other
northwest woodturning clubs for what we wi l l cal l
the Northwest Wood Turners Al l iance. As far as I
know, this meeting was nearly the fi rst time that a
concentrated effort was made to start dialogue and
coordination between the clubs in our area. A
substantial part of the meeting was spent
comparing the various clubs in terms of programs,
community outreach and general ly promoting our
art and craft. Our hope is that through these
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President's Chal lenge

contacts, program coordination can become a real i ty with less overlap and more sharing of
costs.

WOODFEST! Apri l 2nd and 3rd we wi l l be participating in the annual Woodfest event held in
Sedro Wool ley. Our club has been active in this event for as long as I ’ve been a member and is
one of the ways we participate in community service. I t also al lows us to show our many talents
and you can even sel l i tems i f you so choose. Since i t goes for two ful l days, we need lots of
help so be sure to sign up at our next meeting or contact Dennis Shinn (360-854-9909). We
typical ly have two to three lathes and demonstrate everything from bowls to tops for the kids.
COME JOIN THE FUN!

See you al l at next month’s meeting on March 17th at Hi l lcrest. Let’s give J immy Clewes a warm
welcome.

George

President's Letter (Cont'd from Page 1 )

The President's chal lenge for March is ti tled,

"Bad to the Core" . With a nod to AJ Mearns'

presentation on coring systems, you wi l l need

to create a cored bowl, apple core or any other

creative versions of the core topic.

As with the past President's Chal lenges, any

awards are at the sole discretion of the Prez or

his designate, and al l decisions are final .*

* Unless, of course, YOU don't win anything, in which case you

have the right of appeal to the United States Supreme Court,

presuming you can convince them that your appeal i s worthy of

their consideration. Good luck with that.



February Program Recap

Our Thursday evening guest presenter, AJ Mearns, provided an entertaining and informative

discussion/demonstration of di fferent bowl coring systems.

AJ , who is the current President of the Seattle Woodturners, began

his talk with a completely unrelated but useful tip: I f your

containers of two part epoxy harden up, they can be microwaved

or placed in boi l ing water to restore the epoxy to a pourable l iquid

state. Using this technique, the shelf l i fe of these epoxies can be

extended for many years.

Before narrowing in on coring systems, AJ spent some minutes

emphasizing turning safety, such as using the largest jaws

feasible when turning bowl blanks, keeping the tai l stock in

place whenever possible, staying out of the l ine of fi re when

turning on the lathe, etc. Most importantly, he stressed that al l

of us need to THINK shop safety before acting, as stupid

mistakes can have serious consequences.

Getting to the topic at hand, AJ mentioned that there are three

widely avai lable coring systems, the Bowl Saver by Woodcut, the

Easy-Core system by Oneway and the Center Saver system by

McNaughton.

AJ fi rst discussed the McNaughton system. He explained that

McNaughton uses mi ld steel on the arms of i ts cutters and

therefore they are prone to bend, which can resul t in binding.

Further, the ini tial curvature of the blade arms is not completely

uni form (a qual i ty control i ssue), which is a major source of i ts

problems. By careful ly drawing out the expected curve of the

blade arms and then bending the arms to match, the binding can

be noticeably improved. AJ fel t that Oneway's coring blades had

even worse qual i ty control i ssues (he did not have a Oneway system to demonstrate). He mentioned

that using WD40 on the blades, and using compressed

air to blow away the wood chips can help minimize

the binding, regardless of the system used.

For the concluding part of the demonstration, AJ used

the coring system that he has come to prefer: the Bowl

Saver set made by Woodcut Tools Ltd. He had several

models to show, beginning with an early model and

(Continued on next page)

Photos by Ray Shields

Right - View of the Bowl Saver by Woodcut Tools, Inc.



February Program Recp (Cont'd)

progressing to one that has just been released (or

is about to be). Woodcut's coring system was the

fi rst one on the market, and in AJ ' s view the

present model i s the most stable and consistent in

use. I t i s the one he uses most often. And AJ has

had a lot of experience with coring. He esti -

mated that his Seattle shop now has somewhere

between 1 ,500 and 2,000 cored bowl blanks!

With that many bowl blanks, i t would be

easy to lose count of which bowls were

cored from which blanks. To help keep

track of his inventory, AJ has developed a

label ing system that includes an ID code,

sequence number, date cored, size, and

wood species, as shown on the right.

The fol lowing pricing information is provided as a point of reference only.

No endorsement is impl ied nor intended. Prices do not include any shipping/

handl ing charges. Natural ly, these prices are subject to change, but were current at

the time of publ ication.

Woodcut Bowl Saver $398-$400 (depending on post height) from Packard

Oneway Easy Core Base $1 80 + Knife Set ($1 49 - $1 88) from Packard

McNaughton Standard 3 blade Center Saver $390 from Craft Suppl ies

We would l ike extend a sincere and hearty THANK YOU to AJ Mearns for coming up from

Seattle to share some of his experti se and experience with us. I f you would l ike more info on

his bowl blanks or would l ike to visi t his shop, you can emai l him at aj-17@juno.com.



Upcoming Programs

March 17 - The turner for our 201 6 Al l Day Demo on March 19,

J immy Clewes, wi l l kick off his time with us by providing the

Thurs evening presentation. He wi l l be creating a long-stemmed

goblet involving hol lowing end grain a long way from the chuck.

He wi l l highl ight the tools and techniques that are important in

producing a fine piece of work. Please see the article later in this

i ssue on both his Al l Day Demo and his classes.

April 21 - Hai l ing from Port Townsend, Helga Winter wil l

provide an overview of some of her works and techniques. She

is both a turner and a painter, and frequently combines the two.

She is partial to using fresh madrone for her turnings, and uses

dyes and patterns to invi te a closer look. "The pieces are fel t and

become known to me -- only to be discovered anew through the

beholder's imagination that decides and investigates the function

of the piece."

May 19 - We are pleased to have Ashley Harwood, the owner,

instructor and arti st of Turning Native, LLC in Charleston, SC.

Ashley is a talented young professional woodturner who has

presented at AAW Symposiums and other national and

international venues. She apprenticed in woodturning with

Stuart Batty for two years. Ashley offers hand turned bowls,

ornaments, and jewelry as wel l as hands-on classes and

instructional woodturning DVDs.

In addi tion to the Thurs evening presentation, Ashley wi l l be

offering two classes (please see further detai l s on page 1 0 of this

i ssue and register to attend).



Sawdust Saturdays

Sawdust Saturdays have been designed by club volunteers to help new turners develop ski l l s

and be introduced to di fferent opportuni ties in wood turning. Classes are held at the club shop

in Bayview. We begin the class about 9 am and wrap up about 3 pm. Our club has eight

mini -lathes avai lable to learn on as wel l as a baskic set of turning tools for each lathe.

The next scheduled sessions are:

March 26 - No class

April 2 - Introduction to Bowl

April 30 - Introduction to Natural Edge Bowls

May 14 - Shop Safety and Sharpening

Sign-up sheets wi l l be avai lable at the Thursday meetings. Please sign up early.

The $1 0 non-refundable registration fee, which is due at the time of sign up, i s to cover the

cost of materials, tools and refreshments.

Participants are required to bring personal safety equipment, at a minimum a ful l face shield.

For information on classes contact: Ed Frank at 360-293-5534, or Mike Young at 360-293-

4236.

Cookie Roster

Our cookie volunteers bring 2-3 dozen cookies each to our regular meetings. I f you have

brought cookies in recent months, you have our olfactory and gustatory thanks! We real ly

appreciate your generosi ty. We have a few openings left

on the cookie roster for July, so i f i t has been a whi le

since you brought any, please consider signing up at our

next meeting (after al l , you' l l have unti l summer to get

the ingredients! ) .

March Cookie Volunteers
Tom A.

Dave Br.

Charley D.

Giovanni M.



Think Safety!

There are a number of memory aids for improving safety, and most of us could use al l the

memory aids we can get! You probably have your favori tes. Here is one that provides a good

way to check safety before starting the lathe: 'SAFER'

S - Speed - check the rpm speed, slower for big, heavy things, faster for smal ler l ighter things.

A - Aside - make sure you are standing to the side of the blank's ' fi ring l ine' (not in front of the wood).

F - Fixings - check that the wood, toolrest, tai l stock, etc are correctly attached and tight.

E - Eye protection - assure that you are wearing sufficient eye (and face) protection.

R - Revolve - Check that the wood can turn around without encountering any obstructions.

I f lawyers can be "disbarred" and clergymen can be "defrocked," doesn' t i t

fol low that rock stars can be disbanded, electricians delighted, poker players

discarded, musicians denoted, bartenders distended, cowboys deranged,

potheads disjointed, models deposed, secretaries defiled, lawyers distorted,

bureaucrats deformed, innkeepers dislodged, and dry cleaners depressed?

(Hey, c'mon, give i t a try yourself -- i t i sn' t that hard! Let' s see. . . fi shermen

debated, card sharks deduced, podiatri sts defeated, teachers degraded,

hookers delayed, park rangers denatured, sai lors deported, student detested,

. . .and on and on! Oh. OK, I ' l l stop.)



All -Day Demo: J immy Clewes

Our 7th annual All Day Demo on March 19th wi l l feature J immy Clewes. J immy demonstrates

and teaches woodturning worldwide and now we too can enjoy learning with J immy as he

shares his signature works, designs and techniques. J immy wi l l be emphasizing design, form,

technique and his approach to color and surface embel l i shment. His demos are fast paced and

l ively……ful l of energy and FUN!! ! Be sure to be present on March 19! Visi t our websi te for

addi tional information: http://www.nwwwt.org/j immy-clewes/

J immy wi l l also be teaching classes on Friday March 18 and again on Sunday March 20. J immy

has an unbounded passion to create, learn, and pass on his woodturning knowledge. Every class

taught by J immy covers wood characteristics and choices, tools and techniques, aesthetics,

design, form, color and finishing. WOODTURNERS FROM BEGINNER TO ADVANCED ARE

WELCOME!

Class Schedule:

Friday, March 18: SCORCHED ASH

BOWL

From start to finish learn and refine the

many techniques and design components

that go into this bowl. You’l l learn how

to successful ly create a continuous curve,

a fi tted maple l id with a sl ight turned

over rim, scorching and texturing the

bowl to emphasize the grain, coloring

the l id, creating a simple handle to

compl iment the simple curve of the bowl

–al l taught with techniques successful ly

used by J immy and accessible to woodturners of any experience level . THIS CLASS IS FULL.. a

sign up for al ternates in the event of a cancel lation has been started. Class fee of $125 is not due

unti l a space becomes avai lable.

Sunday, March 20: AFRICAN DRUM-STYLE BOX w/ Argentium Inlay

Learn a tried and trusted method for fi tting a box l id, along with successful ly creating a

continuous curve, inlaying argentium (sterl ing si lver) into an ebony box l id, hol lowing end grain,

and considering the aesthetics and design of the box’s shape and form. Woodturners from

beginners to advanced are welcome in this class. THIS CLASS IS FULL.. .a sign up for al ternates

in the event of a cancel lation has been started.

Class fee of $125 is not due unti l a space

becomes avai lable.

DEMO REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS MARCH

17. Registration fee is $55 and includes a

del icious del i lunch, snacks and beverages. Each

person needs to register individual ly in order to

process lunch orders. Location: Anacortes First

Baptist Church, Anacortes, WA.

(Continued on next page)



J immy Clewes (cont'd)

Woodfest Almost Here!

Woodfest wil l take place on April 2-3 at Cascade Middle School in Sedro-Wool ley. What we're

anticipating this year is to make the hands-on activi ty at Woodfest a sort of mini Sawdust Saturday

session providing an opportuni ty for newer, beginning turners a chance to learn top turning or other

simple projects such as basic spindle turning. This means we're encouraging those newer members

to participate and take advantage of the advice and assistance that wi l l be avai lable. I t' s also a fun

time to meet and discuss woodworking and wood turning with those that stop by to watch the

activi ty.

A change in the program from recent years i s

how sales wi l l be conducted. Rather than

sol ici t outright donations for the EO support

sales we're asking for a percentage of sales

proceeds be donated to the EO program

instead. Many hours of work go into creating

your work so we want everyone to real ize

some return on their effort. In addi tion, the

Woodfest organizers request that each vendor

(we're considered a vendor as wel l ) donate at

-- Contributed by Dennis Shinn

least one piece for their si lent auction. Apri l i s a ways off so this gives everyone ample time to

create one of their unique pieces for the event. As the date approaches there wi l l be a signup sheet

circulated for those interested in being involved; i f you want to tap into the body of knowledge that

wi l l be avai lable you're encouraged to stop by and do so.

Take one of the fol lowing actions to register:

1 . Register at the March 17 meeting.

2. Order tickets by mai l . Go to http://www.nwwwt.org/demo-tickets.pdf to download

a form to fi l l out and mai l in.

3. Go to http://nww-201 6-clewes-demo.brownpapertickets.com/ to buy tickets onl ine.

For more information, emai l Donna Holmquist at registration@nwwwt.org.



Ashley Harwood Coming in May



Club Contacts for 201 6

President
George Way 360-293-7305
President@nwwwt.org

Vice President
Ray Shields 360-671 -3072
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

Secretary
Kascha Newberry 360-848-9679
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Treasurer
Les Books 360-293-5067
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Members at Large
Ron Means 360-222-3092
ron.means@rocketmai l .com

George Newberry 360-848-9679
george.newberry@comcast.net

James Plessner 360-840-5680
jmplessner@hotmai l .com

Ron Radl i ff 360-707-1319
usaf.463@live.com

Programs Chairperson
James Plessner 360-840-5680
jmplessner@hotmai l .com

Website Chairperson
Jesse Charette 360-920-1 485
jesse.charette@gmai l .com

Membership Chairpersons
Laura Matthews 360-757-7730
Membership@nwwwt.org

Kascha Newberry 360-848-9679
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Education Outreach Chairperson
George Way 360-293-7305
georgerway@gmai l .com

Mentoring Chairperson
Ron Radl i ff 360-707-1319
usaf.463@live.com

Events Chairperson
Dennis Shinn (Acting) 360-854-9909
woodturner@anatechsys.com

Sawdust Saturday Chairpersons
Ed Frank 360-293-5534
edwinfrank@comcast.net

Mike Young 360-293-4236
mjyoungana@gmai l .com

Library Chairperson
Glen Lockhart 360-929-4344
glennhaz2000@yahoo.com

Gallery Photographer
Ron Means 360-222-3092
ron.means@rocketmai l .com

Newsletter Editor
Ray Shields 360-671 -3072
rayshields@msn.com

Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box
Mt Vernon, WA 98273



This space is set aside for contributors and for members to adverti se free of charge to sel l or purchase tools, wood,

etc. Please submit your ad to the Newsletter Edi tor by the last Thursday of the month or submit i t to him at the

meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.

Ads

Have some hand-me-down tools
you would like to donate?

Contact our Store Manager, Richard
Mabie (Richard@mabiemai l .com), or
bring the tools to a Thurs. regular
meeting. Thank you!! !



Ads (Cont'd)



Ads (Cont'd)

With Jack Northey's passing, his fami ly wishes to sel l hi s accumulated wood turning i tems. This sale wi l l

include: Delta DL40 lathe, 40+ assorted chisels, gouges and scrapers, multiple chucks, faceplates, layout

tools, sharpening systems, fini shing suppl ies, a spindle steady and many other accessories.

The lathe package wi l l include al l accessories that came with the original lathe, including the outboard

table and tool rest base, inboard tool rest base and tool rests, centers and accessories. The lathe is heavy

duty, in good working order, with 1 "x 8 TPI spindle, 5' bed (4'+ between centers), inboard 1 6" capaci ty,

outboard 24". Price $1 000 OBO. Chisels and gouges are a mix of manufacturers, including Robert Sorby.

Price 50-60% of retai l , as l i sted

in Packard Woodworks catalog,

based on wear. Other tools

priced at 60-70% of retai l , wi th

room to negotiate, and

reductions given for bulk

purchase. Schedule viewing by

contacting Bruce by phone at

206 372-2531 or by emai l at

brucenorthey@comcast.net



Ads (Cont'd)




