Northwest Washington Woodturners

A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners
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About NWW...

President's Letter
We have been adding a few
new members each month
lately, and many are
relatively new to
woodturning. Because of
that, in the previous month's
newsletter I included an
article on chucks aimed at
Ray Shields
novice turners by Tom
Boley. In this issue I have again included an
article directed toward newbies, written by
the same author. I don't totally agree with
everything Mr. Boley has to say, but he
expresses himself clearly and I enjoyed
reading his recommendations. I rather hoped
that his articles would serve as a starting point
for further discussions. Maybe that will
happen, or maybe it won't. It is hard for me
to assess, as I generally get no feedback on
specific articles in the newsletter. Comments,
whether good or bad, are welcome as it helps
to determine future content. So let me know
what you think.

The Club meets every 3rd Thursday of the
month. There is no meeting in Dec. Time:
6:30pm No host dinner beginning at 5:30pm.
We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid St (Exit 226).
Turn east up Kincaid to S. 13th St, turn right
(south). Hillcrest Park is approx. 6 blocks
south on 13th St. The Lodge is located in the
NW corner of the parking lot, beyond the
tennis courts.
Meetings are open to anyone interested in
woodturning. All skill levels from beginners
to advanced turners are welcome.
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The request for feedback on the newsletter
articles also applies more broadly to all of our
club's functions and activities. Those of us on
the NWW Board work as a team to organize
and arrange for demonstration, classes and
activities that we believe you will satisfying
and enjoyable. We would appreciate a few
words from you at your convenience (either
via email or in person) about whether we are
succeeding or failing in this endeavor.
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Speaking of demonstrations, Martha Collins
will be our guest in July. Her methods for
stacking and cutting narrow wood pieces and
veneers to create bowls, bracelets, earrings
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President's Letter

(Continued from Page1)

and like items is something to behold (if you
haven't checked out her website, there is a
link to it in this issue under "Coming
Programs"). Her jewelry pieces are strikingly
beautiful bits of "wearable wood art". If you
are a woman, or have an important woman in
your life, you should strongly consider taking
Martha's class on Friday, where she will walk
you through making a pendant and/or pair of
earrings. It will be cherished. Word on the
street is that Martha is a solid instructor
whose extensive veneer-configuring experiSmall bowl by Martha Collins
ence gives her a knack for helping you get the
proper slant on your own work. You can sign up for Martha's class when you come on Thurs
evening (bring a check for $80) or if you are anxious to assure that you get a slot you can contact
Les Books (l.books09@gmail.com or 360-293-5067)
Earlier today I was out in the shop, and after putting together some cabinet face frames I started
work on my own entry for the President's Challenge....but I am knot going to tell you what I have
done. As always, though, I have a lot of fun doing challenge pieces. I hope you take up the
challenge and gain an equal amount of enjoyment. BTW, if YOU want to be the one to decide
on what the Prez Challenge will be, it's easy enough to do: just sign up to become Vice
President beginning in January, and in a year's time, all your creative whims and fancies can
become Prez Chal realities.
Have fun and be safe,

Ray

President's Challenge

The President's Challenge for this month is titled
"School of Hard Knots" . Incorporate one or more
knots into your turning in a creative way -- I'll leave
the details to you. Yes, it is not always easy to turn a
knot, but sharpen up your tools to a razor's edge and
give it a go! As always, several Craft Supplies gift
certificates will be drawn and/or awarded, at YouKnow-Who's sole discretion.
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June Program Recap

Encaustic is a wax based paint (composed of beeswax, damar

resin, and pigment). It can be applied to an absorbent surface
such as canvas or wood and then reheated in order to fuse the
paint. The word encaustic originates from the Greek word
enkaustikos which means to burn in, referring to the process
of fusing the paint. The process dates back several millenia, but in recent times electric hot
plates, irons, and other devices that can maintain a fairly constant temperature have made the
technique easier to master. The major attractions of this medium are its luminous color and
raised dimensional quality.

Some examples of Helga's work in encaustic turnings.

Photo by Ray Shields

Our guest presenter for May was Helga Winter, artist and
turner from Port Townsend. She provided an intrguing look
into an embellishment technique that most members had
never used before: encaustic "painting". The process involves
applying a heated beeswax/resin mixture to which colored
pigments have been added. She described and demonstrated
several techniques in which the hot liquid can be applied to a
turned object.

Helga showed that painting with encaustic is a
multi-step process. First, the paint must be
melted (liquefied) in one way or another, such as
on an electric griddle or using a special heated
stylus. Next, hot liquid is applied to a porous
surface. Then the applied wax is reheated, or
fused into, the working surface, allowing it to
form a good bond (a heat gun or hand-held hair
dryer is often used for this). As a final option, the
cooled paint can be buffed to bring up the luster
of the wax/resin mix.

Safety considerations when using encaustic paint include making sure that you have a level
work surface which is free of any solvents and flammable materials. A burn kit and fire
extinguisher are also recommended. When heating the wax/resin mix, avoid having the
temperature high enough to cause it to smoke (i.e., keep temp between 180 and 200 degrees F).
A window fan blowing air to the outside is generally adequate ventilation. Because encaustic
does not require solvents, it is a relatively safe medium to work in. Still, if you do not have a
sink immediately available, keep a bucket of cool water in your studio. If you are burned, bring
the temperature down immediately by direct immersion in the cool water.
For clean up, either soy or paraffin wax can be used. Paraffin is cheaper, although some
recommend soy wax because soybeans are a newable resource whereas paraffin is a petroleum
based product. An additional benefit to using soy wax is that it can be washed off with soap and
water leaving brushes supple.
(Continued on next page)
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Helga provided the following resources for obtaining the tools she used in her demonstation:

- Enkaustikos Hot Tools and Accessories: www.enkaustikos.com
- Encaustic Art Stylus (No. 99530506) www.encaustic.com

585-263-6930

(they also sell an optional

iron tip attachment)

- Waxmelter Palette www.waxmeltingtools.com
- Electric djanting or batik tool - also called Batik Funnel Pen or Encaustic Flow Pen
(needs to be used with a temperature regulator to keep the wax from smoking)
www.enkaustikos.com as well as Dick Blick or Dharma Trading Co.

Helga Winter's Class on Acrylic Washes and Stamps
On Friday, June 16, Helga provided
a class on acrylic washes and how
to create flexible stamps. Both
techniques are suitable for use on
turned objects, even though we
mostly used paper and plywood to
practice on during the class. With
Helga's wit and artistic wisdom, it
turned out to be an educational
and entertaining experience for all.
Everybody went home with stamps
they had made, and ideas for
creating new ones.
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Quick Reminder: Top Turning
WHAT: Children's Art Festival
WHERE: Hillcrest Park, Mt Vernon
WHEN: Saturday, July 15
TIME: Set up 9am; Turn tops 10am-3pm;
Clean up 3-4pm
Join us at Hillcrest Park (only about 100 ft from
our usual meeting place) for a fun day of top
turning. Bring along a face shield and your
favorite tools -- if you have top blanks you can
bring, even better. Mt Vernon Parks & Rec will
be providing a free lunch for our turners, usually
pizza and drinks. If you can come a little early
for set up or stay to help with the take down
afterward, we would appreciate it. See you
there!

Outtakes
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Upcoming Programs
July 20 - Martha Collins, who resides outside of

Sequim, is on the faculty of the Port Townsend School
of Woodworking and recently demonstrated at the
AAW Symposium in Kansas City. She is known for
creating unique, three dimensional works of art with
exotic hardwoods and brightly colored veneers. She
makes ceremonial bowls, tableware, bottle stoppers,
serving trays, and wearable art including bracelets,
earrings, pins and pendants. Her Thurs. evening talk
will reveal the process she goes through in producing
these wonderful pieces. To see more of her work and
and the galleries that carry it, check out her website:
(www.studiomarthacollins.com/).
On the day after her presentation, she will be offering
a one day jewelry making class on Pendants and
Earrings. Now is your chance to create something you

August 26 - Have you reserved the date for the
Annual Woodworkers/Woodturners Potluck Picnic?

Don't miss it. It will be held, as usual, at Val and
Laura Matthews' spacious and grassy estate.
Hamburgers and brats will be provided. Bring an
appetizer, salad or dessert along with your favorite
beverage (and a chair) and join us for a most pleasant
afternoon. In keeping with tradition, the flat
woodworkers will be joining us and there will be a
tool sale and silent auction.

September 21

- We will have Kristen LeVier, who hails
from Moscow, ID talk about her work. Some of her
novel pieces were featured in the Feb 2015 issue of
American Woodturner. A former molecular biologist,
her designs are organic and inspired by nature. To see
examples, check out her website at kristinlevier.com .
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Turning on the Web...
The internet contains a wealth of information of
value to woodturners. Some is direct “how to”
articles and videos…...other resources provide
inspiration and techniques which can be
applied to our craft. But remember, the internet
is unedited, so beware of poor and unsafe
techniques. Here's this month's
selections……...
This month we return to inspiration with a visit to the COLLECTORS

OF WOOD ART website.

“The Collectors of Wood Art is committed to the development and appreciation of studio
wood art (including turned objects, sculpture and furniture) among collectors, artists,
educators, art critics, galleries, museums and the general public.”
You will find their website (collectorsofwoodart.org) overflowing with inspiring wood
art…..not all turned, but all inspiring nonetheless.
Click on the View Art tab and be prepared to spend an evening & more exploring. Here you
will find museum collections, private collections, public exhibitions, and best of all, under
"Artist Portfolios", an alphabetical listing of wood artists from around the world. You will find
turners with whom you are already familiar, but best of all you will find numerous artists you
have never heard of.
Enjoy…….surely you will find inspiration for our next President's Challenge!

A Mexican magician tells the
audience he will disappear on the
count of three.
Uno... Dos...

He disappeared...
Without a tres.
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Novices' Corner

How To......Get started turning

by Tom Boley
(reprinted with permission from the author)

What do you need to make it work?

In the basic woodturning classes I teach at Woodcraft, students often ask about what they need
to do woodturning. It is both an easy and a complex answer. You need four things -- a lathe,
tools, sharpening system, and wood. But how do you know WHICH ones? The best single piece
of advice I can offer is to join a woodturning club. You will find a wealth of knowledge and
friendly members willing to offer advice and even hands-on help.
If your space is limited, a mini-lathe may be just
the ticket. If your funds are limited, that minilathe may still be the right way to go. If you want
to go a bit bigger, start talking to your fellow club
members to see what they have and ask if you
may test-drive something in which you may have
interest. But whatever you do, whenever you buy
a new lathe, whether it is your first or your fifth,
don’t ever say to your spouse, “Honey, this is the
last lathe I’ll ever need,” because it will be used
against you when you want to upgrade!
As for sharpening, I have to advise you to get the slow speed (1725 rpm) grinder with the
Wolverine and Vari-grind jigs. There are other sharpening systems around, but the vast majority
of turners use these. You can get whatever you
like for your shop but when you go to someone
else’s shop, do a demo, or someone comes to
your shop, it would be nice for everyone to use a
system with which they are familiar. Once you
have the grinder set up for the tool you are using,
you can leave the lathe, sharpen the tool, and be
back at the lathe in 15 seconds. Don’t turn with
dull tools.
And that brings us to the tools you may need. You can do nearly everything with a 3/8” bowl
gouge and a 1 /8” parting tool . I recommend not buying the tool set with six or eight tools. You
will get tools you will rarely use. Buy them one at a time and just get what you need as your
skills improve. I also advise new turners to buy the Wood River brand tools. That is the
Woodcraft store brand and they are just fine. They are inexpensive but there is a downside. That
problem is that the flute is short. Being short, a new turner will likely grind off steel pretty rapidly
as you learn to sharpen and will soon have that tool ground down to the point at which you can
no longer sharpen it. But by then you will have learned to sharpen. Buy a replacement with a
much longer flute and it will likely last for many years.
The 1/8” parting tool is the best all-around tool for that purpose. Later on you may want to add a
3/16” diamond-shaped parting tool or other sizes. Sharpening is quick and easy and your parting
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tools will last for years because you will only use them occasionally and not for hours on end like
the bowl gouges.
But what would be the next tool to buy? Three come to mind. If you want to turn spindles,
anything from pens to table legs or porch posts, the bowl gouge will work BUT having a spindle
roughing gouge will be handy. A 1” spindle roughing gouge is the best overall size for that tool
and is to be used ONLY for spindle work, not faceplate work such as bowls as it can be dangerous
when used in that manner. Why dangerous? Two
reasons, both relating to the grind on the tool. The
cutting edge on this tool is wide so when presented to a piece of wood with the end grain
spinning past the tool rest twice each rotation, there is a good chance of getting a bad catch in
that end grain. That will be a surprise and could jerk the tool out of your hands and slam the
handle into your face or up into your armpit. You will be very out of control. The other “danger”
is to the tool itself because of the thin tang which sticks down into the tool handle. If you get a
really bad catch, the tang may snap off right at the top end of the tool handle, rendering a very
nice and reasonably expensive tool totally worthless. Stick to spindle work with this one.
If you find you are spending more and more time turning bowls, you may want to add a ½”
bowl gouge. It is fatter so there will be less vibration and you will be able to hang it a bit farther
off the tool rest. You can also rough out green wood faster because it takes a bigger bite. The
third tool in this second wave of tools to buy is the spindle gouge. Turning spindles is great with
a spindle roughing gouge but only if you want to keep them smooth and straight or with a light
curve. If you want to turn beads, coves, and other details, get a 3/8” spindle gouge.
So, to recap, you need a lathe, tools, and a sharpening system. Yeah, you need wood, too, but
that is a topic for another article. Buy tools in two waves. Get a 3/8” bowl gouge and an 1/8”
parting tool first, and then add a 1” spindle roughing gouge, a 3/8” spindle gouge, and, if
needed, a ½” bowl gouge.
But how about scrapers? You bet! They are great tools in spite of being denigrated by many. Lots
of people started out with scrapers and there are many skilled turners who are well known for
their products and they primarily use scrapers. Remember, never rub the bevel with a scraper.
That is inviting a catch. Always angle a scraper down so the only thing
touching the wood will be the edge of the tool. I particularly use
scrapers in two cases -- smoothing out any irregularities in the bottom
of a bowl which I am having trouble smoothing with the bowl gouge,
and spindle turning, mainly beads and coves. I think a slicing tool will
give a better finish under the cut but scraping with a nicely rolled burr
will give a very good finish. A scraper can be a very aggressive tool
but I don’t use it that way. I like to use it with finesse rather than aggressively, taking off very fine
shavings.

Tom Boley has been turning since about 1995, has done demonstrations for clubs in five states, and teaches at

the John C. Campbell Folk School in NC. He has been president of three clubs, two of which he started, one in
VA and one in KS. Contact Tom at tboley10@gmail.com.
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Sawdust Saturdays
Sawdust Saturdays have been designed by club volunteers to help new turners develop skills
and be introduced to different opportunities in wood turning. Classes are held at the club
shop in Bayview. We begin the class about 9 am and wrap up about 3 pm. Our club has
eight mini-lathes available to learn on as well as a basic set of turning tools for each lathe.
The next scheduled session is:

July 29 - Pyrography, Carving, Texturing

Sign-up sheets are generally available at the Thursday meetings. Please sign up early.
The $10 non-refundable registration fee, which is due at the time of sign up, is to cover the cost
of materials, tools and refreshments.
Participants are required to bring personal safety equipment, at a minimum a full face shield.
For information on classes contact Ed Frank at 360-293-5534 or Mike Young at 360-293-4236.

Cookie Roster
Our cookie volunteers each bring 2-3 dozen cookies to our regular meetings. A big "Thank
you!" to those who have already brought in cookies during 2017. Our mid-meeting breaks
would not be the same without you. Keep up the great work!

July Cookie Volunteers
Paul Anderson
Ross Boice
Jim Breiling
Jeff Phillips
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Club Contacts
Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt. Vernon, WA 98373

President

Ray Shields
President@nwwwt.org

Vice President

Tom Thorton
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

Secretary

Gary Moore
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Treasurer

Jeff Phillips
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Members at Large

Phil Kezele
pkezele@wavecable.com

Membership Chairperson

360-671-3072

425-948-6717

360-293-7305

Mentoring Chairperson
Events Chairperson

Dennis Shinn (Acting)

woodturner@anatechsys.com

206-372-5123

360-840-5680

480-338-3395

rodney.parker@cox.net

360-240-8962

James Plessner
jmplessner@hotmail.com

Jesse Charette
jesse.charette@gmail.com

360-757-7730

Rod Parker

480-338-3395

Website Chairperson

Laura Matthews - Assistant
George Way
georgerway@gmail.com

360-671-7141

Rod Parker
rodney.parker@cox.net

Les Books
l.books09@gmail.com

360-941-4408

Education Outreach Chairperson

360-854-9909

Sawdust Saturday Chairpersons
Ed Frank
edwinfrank@comcast.net

Ron Means
360-222-3092
ron.means@rocketmail.com

Programs Chairperson

Michael McCunn
Membership@nwwwt.org

Mike Young
mjyoungana@gmail.com

Library Chairperson
Ron Wehde

ron.wehde@gmail.com

Gallery Photographer

360-293-5067

Ron Means
ron.means@rocketmail.com

Newsletter Editor

360-920-1485

Ray Shields
rayshields@msn.com

Bracelets by
Martha Collins
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360-293-5534
360-293-4236

425-745-9851

360-222-3092

360-671-3072

Ads
This space is set aside for contributors and for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood,
etc. Please submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.

Do you recall the sign that A.J. Mearns brought to his evening demo last year?

So, remember to always...
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Ads (Cont'd)

Have some hand-me-down tools
you would like to donate?
Contact our Store Manager, Richard
Mabie (Richard@mabiemail.com), or
bring the tools to a Thurs. regular
meeting. Thank you!!!

to our Club members
(and tax free, too!)

13

Ads (Cont'd)

1401 E St
Bellingham, WA 98225

Please note that Craft Supplies provides our club with
several hundred dollars in Gift Certificates each year.
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