
Northwest Washington Woodturners
A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for July 2017

About NWW...

The Club meets every 3rd Thursday of the
month. There is no meeting in Dec. Time:
6:30pm No host dinner beginning at 5:30pm.

We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid St (Exit 226).
Turn east up Kincaid to S. 13th St, turn right
(south). Hillcrest Park is approx. 6 blocks
south on 13th St. The Lodge is located in the
NW corner of the parking lot, beyond the
tennis courts.

Meetings are open to anyone interested in
woodturning. All skill levels from beginners
to advanced turners are welcome.

President's Letter & Challenge
Page 1-2

July Program Recap
Page 3

Hillcrest Park Top Turning
Page 5

Upcoming Programs
Page 7

Turning on the Web
Page 9

Novices' Corner
Page 10

Sawdust Saturdays
Page 13

Cookie Roster
Page 14

Club Contacts
Page 15

Classified Ads
Page 16

President's Letter
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The sunshine has been
abundant lately, and I for one
have no complaints. Recently
we had a leisurely picnic on
the beach near Deception Pass
with the grandkids, and it was
heaven: the children
entertained themselves at the
water's edge, the food was

good and the drinks were cold. My sole
responsibility was to find a log that could provide
suitable back support, a task that I am proud to
say I accomplished in short order. I am forever
grateful for times like these.

Under the able direction of Dennis Shinn, the top
turning at Hillcrest Park went well. I trust the top
turning at Bellingham's Civic Field will go equally
smoothly. Please make an effort to come by, even
if you can only turn for an hour or two. The same
can be said for the Anacortes Arts Festival which
is happening on the same weekend. By all means
come by, even if it is for a short time. With two
overlapping events going on, we naturally have
concerns about having enough people on hand to
provide brief respite for those who have agreed to
be there for the whole time. If you have questions
about the Bellingham Kids' Festival, contact Dave
Blair; for the Anacortes Arts Festival, contact
George Way.

One of the highlights of the summer is the annual
potluck picnic. This year's picnic (held once
again at the picturesque ranch and range of Val
and Laura Matthews) will be no exception,
especially since yours truly will be flipping
burgers and browning (blacking?) brats. As
mentioned elsewhere in this issue, we are
planning to have a photo booth set up for you to

(Continued on next page)

Ray Shields
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President's Challenge

The President's Challenge for this month (which will need to
be brought to the September meeting since our August
"meeting" will be the potluck picnic) is to make a miniature

bowl or hollow form. The max diameter is 3 inches, no
larger (smaller is fine). This is important -- please measure if
you are close. If you simply guesstimate the diameter of your
piece and it turns out to be 3.15 inches it will be summarily
disqualified and likely crushed beyond recognition by an
irascible, caliper-wielding President. The use of a lamination
technique (a la Martha Collins) is strictly optional but could
garner extra favor from the finicky judge. As always, several
Craft Supplies gift certificates will be drawn and/or awarded,
so don't forget to create something before summer ends.

President's Letter (Continued from Page1)

get your picture taken for the roster, if you have
not already done so. This is voluntary of course,
but unless you have concerns about your parole
officer finding out that you now live in the Pacific
NW, I hope you will consent. Our club is getting
large enough that it is difficult to recognize (and
remember!) everybody, so having a photo
directory would be of great help. I believe more
than 60 people have gotten their picture taken
already (thanks to the crack team of Mike and

Pam McCunn). Once we exceed a simple
majority we will try to get the new roster out to
everyone.

Because NWW is a large club, we are nearly
continuously trying to fill one position or another.
In addition to beginning our search for nomina-

Halcyon days of picnics past...

2" diameter bowl by Martha Collins (for
illustrative purposes only -- you do not
need to make yours so simple as this one).

tions on a new set of elected officers for the coming year (yes, we still have a while but the next few
months slip by amazingly quickly), I would like to point out that we are soon going to need the services of
a new barista for our meetings. Tom Thornton has served admirably in this capacity for several years, but
he is currently our Vice President, so you know what that means. Despite his sterling capablilities, it is not
feasible for Tom to be both President AND barista. I hope that one or another of you coffee connoisseurs
out there will step up to the plate and offer your services beginning January. Otherwise we may be in for
rather "tasteless" meetings in the future. Just saying....

Have fun and be safe,

Ray
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July Program Recap

Martha Collins, a turner and jewelry maker, was our guest
presenter at the July 20 meeting. Martha's home and shop are
just outside of Sequim proper. On Thursday she did not give
a turning demo, but rather she took us through a slide
presentation that outlined the sorts of pieces she makes and
stepped through the processes that are involved in creating
them. She laminates veneers and thin pieces of domestic and
exotic woods to create pendants, earrings, and perhaps most
notably, exquisite bracelets. She also does bottle stoppers,
small boxes and miniature bowls, among other items.

Martha said that she owes her start in woodworking to a Title
IX program that got her into a cabinetmaking/furniture course of study in the early '70s. Now she
has her own well equipped shop with a view of the Olympic mountains.

Martha begins by cutting pieces of many different exotic woods. Her bandsaw blade is from
Stellar Industries and has a 6-10 TPI which
cuts smoothly. She also uses maple veneer
that she dyes herself into many different colors
using water based W.D. Lockwood dyes. She
simmers her maple veneers outside for a
couple of hours (or longer, depending on the
color). Once dry, she uses epoxy glue to
laminate the exotics and veneers into blocks
that are commonly 3.5x3.5x16 inches. The
epoxy she uses comes from RBC Industries in
RI. She uses Resin 1000 and Hardener A-95.
It is of a relatively low viscosity with a long
working time. She wraps the blocks in wax
paper and lets the glue cure overnight. The
following day she is able to clean up the edges
and then cut and slice the block at various
angles to develop the patterns for her pieces.
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When cutting the blocks, some cuts are made with a bandsaw and others with a miter saw.
Martha uses a 1/2 inch bandsaw blade with a 6-10 TPI pattern. For both the miter saw and the
bandsaw, she uses masonite or similar material as a base to assure zero clearance for the blades,
in order to prevent thin pieces from getting lost or damaged. The same applies to her power
disk sanders.

Initial sanding to establish shapes and bevels can be done with a relatively coarse grit in order to
do it quickly ("80 grit is my best friend!"). Once the angles and shapes are established, Martha
steps through finer grits, usually down to 220 or 240 grit. She then uses spray lacquer as her
finish for earrings and pendants. Her favorite brand of lacquer is Rudd in a satin finish (except
for bottle stoppers, which get a gloss lacquer finish). Rudd makes satin, semi-gloss and gloss
lacquer in spray cans, which Martha finds work well since she has only small pieces, and they

(Continued on next page)

Starting materials: colored maple veneers, thin strips of
exotic woods.
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Martha Collins' Class on Pendants and Earrings

On Friday, July 21, Martha provided a class
on creating pendants and earrings using her
laminated wood techniques. It took place at
Les Books' remarkably clean and tidy shop.

eliminate a lot of spray gun clean up work. For her bracelets, Martha coats them with
epoxy, using the same epoxy mixture that she uses to glue them together.

Martha has found that selling her jewelry in galleries has not been nearly as successful as
selling in person at higher end art shows and festivals. Being able to make the personal
contact and to explain the use of many different exotic woods and the painstaking
assembly process appears to make the difference.

We appreciate Martha taking the time to come talk about the procedures and techniques
she uses in her exquisite jewelry. She followed her Thurs evening talk with a hands-on
class on the following day.



5

Top Turning at Hillcrest Park

Much to the delight of local kids, our Club's top
turning activities got underway at the Hillcrest
Children's Festival on July 15. It was a bright sunny
day so having canopies was essential. A big thanks
to Dennis Shinn for organizing the activity again this
year, and to all the volunteers who donated their
time and skills (espectially Rick Erb and Jeff Phillips

who not only turned tops but each drove trailers
with Club equipment aboard).



All pictures for this article by Ray Shields

Sycamore – Platanus occidentalis – The American Sycamore is one of the largest hardwood trees, usually
growing 60 to 100 feet tall, but sometimes larger. They have a large, straight trunk, normally 2-4 feet in
diameter, but some have been found up to 15 feet across. Sycamores have large, spreading, crooked
branches, making a wide crown to the tree. Sycamores are found in forests but they like moist soil. They
usually become hollow as they get older, becoming homes to pileated woodpeckers, barred owls, chimney
swifts, and raccoons.

Know Your Woods

American Sycamores have smooth, whitish bark, which peels off in
large flakes. Splotches, where bark has peeled off, can be brown,
green, or grey. The flowers of this tree are tiny and crowded
together in ball-shaped clusters. They start out green before turning
a deep red. The fruits are one inch brown balls which hang on
stalks. The seeds, which are packed tightly together inside the fruit, are called achenes.

The wood is predominantly sapwood which is white to light tan and the heartwood is a darker reddish
brown. When quartersawn, it has very distinct ray flecks,
giving it a freckled appearance, and in this form much
desired by flatboarders.
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Upcoming Programs
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August 26 - This year the Annual Woodworkers/

Woodturners Potluck Picnic will be held on the last
Saturday in August. Val and Laura Matthews have once
again graciously volunteered to host the event at their lovely
homestead in Bow (see map on next page). If you've been
to this event before, you know that you are in for a fun
afternoon, and if you are new to this event, please plan to
join us! Your spouse or S.O. is most welcome, too.

Bring along an appetizer, salad, side dish or dessert and
your favorite beverage; hamburgers and brats with the usual
fixin's will be provided.

Some chairs will be available, but it you can bring a chair,
even better. Tables will be set up for a tool sale and silent
auction. If you have extra or no-longer-used woodworking
or shop items that you would be willing to part with, bring
them with you.

Note: For those of you who didn't get a chance to have
your picture taken for our NWW Roster, you will have the
opportunity at the picnic (we are setting up an impromtu
portrait station), so comb your hair and get that piece of
spinach out of your teeth.

September 21 - We will have Kristen LeVier, who hails
from Moscow, ID demo her work, especially the use of
"bendy wood" . Some of her novel pieces were
featured in the Feb 2015 issue of American
Woodturner and the most recent issue also had one of
her creations inside its front cover. A former molecular
biologist, her designs are organic and inspired by
nature. To see examples, check out her website at
kristinlevier.com.

September 9-10 - OK, this isn't strictly speaking a NWW
program, but Vernon Leibrant will be hosting a camp out at
his place open to everybody, so don't miss out on the fun.
Come for the day, or stay overnight -- it's entirely your choice.
Turning, eating, BS'ing -- it's all good. The address is:
3807 Cabrant Road, Everson.



Annual Potluck Picnic - Map to Val & Laura's Place
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Turning on the Web...

The internet contains a wealth of information of
value to woodturners. Some is direct “how to”
articles and videos…...other resources provide
inspiration and techniques which can be
applied to our craft. But remember, the internet
is unedited, so beware of poor and unsafe
techniques. Here are the current selections……

This month we look at the structure of the wood we turn and how to dry it for turning: First,
some looks at the structure of a tree with description of the function of the different layers:

https://www.fs.fed.us/learn/trees/anatomy-of-tree

http://www.sactree.com/assets/files/greenprint/toolkit/c/huntsvilleTreeGuide.pdf

One of the great challenges in woodturning is drying the wood…..without cracking. There are
as many methods as there are opinions! Should you rough turn / dry the wood / finish turn?
Or turn to final dimension then dry and let the wood warp as it wants? Dry in the microwave?
The following link to Woodturning Online gives you a myriad of methods…...and opinions!

https://www.woodturningonline.com/videos/videos.php?subcatid=157

Finally, an entertaining walk thru look at the innards of trees. This video is kind of like a cross
between a kaleidoscope and an MRI……..a very interesting view:

http://www.thisiscolossal.com/2017/06/woodswimmer-stop-motion-film/

9
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Novices' Corner

The one everyone makes

You will want a fresh cut half log with nice firm bark. Fall and winter-cut wood seems to hold
the bark better but if it is not fall or winter, press on anyway. I recommend using round
cardboard templates to help you rough out a round blank from the half log. You will need a
roundish piece which will fit on your lathe. You can
rough it out with either a chain saw or band saw.

Use a Forstner bit to drill out a hole in the center of the
bark side of the piece. That will provide access to solid
wood below the bark for the spur drive to hold and spin
the piece while turning.

An alternative is to use a faceplate on the bark side.
Since that side is curved, you may only be able to use
two screws through the faceplate and will likely have to
chip off some bark so you can get the faceplate close

How To Turn a Standard
Natural Edge Bowl...

enough to the wood that the screws will bite. You could also use a large Forstner bit to clear the
bark and make a flat spot for a small faceplate.

Shape outside and bottom of bowl, leaving a 3/8”
long tenon large enough to be held by jaws of
chuck. Cut from bottom toward top of bowl. You
may cut up from the tenon about half way to top
of bowl and stop, then repeat for several cuts,
leaving a "wall" where the upper half begins.
Finish that last part from the top of the bark by
cutting left to right from the outside top of bowl
toward the bottom to help hold bark in place
while cutting. This picture shows how to place the
bowl gouge to shape the outside. Once outside is

turned to shape, use thin CA glue to soak the
exposed bark edge. If bark is somewhat loose or
seems fragile, soak the face of the bark with CA
glue, too, to help stabilize it.

Note the ghost image when a natural edge bowl is
spinning. Be very careful of your fingers and other
body parts not to get them within the orbit of that
ghost image.

by Tom Boley
(reprinted with permission from the author)

Use a Forstner bit to clear the bark.

Partially turned outside of the bowl.

"Ghost" image of bowl edge.



Tom Boley has been turning since about 1995, has done demonstrations for clubs in five states, and teaches at
the John C. Campbell Folk School in NC. He has been president of three clubs, two of which he started, one in
VA and one in KS. Contact Tom at tboley10@gmail.com.

Before you take it off the lathe, shape the tenon to fit the jaws of your chuck. Remove the bowl
from the lathe and grip the tenon in the chuck.

Turn inside of bowl, starting at center and working simultaneously toward outside edge and
toward the bottom, per demonstration. This is really the tricky part. Watch your thickness closely
and match the thickness of the sides to the thickness of the ends by cutting evenly as though the
wood were solid all the way from the top edge
to the bottom. Don't be intimidated by the
spinning ghost image of the top of the piece
but do be cautious of the ends of the bowls as
those whirling wings will hurt if you get your
hand in there! Once you are nearly at the end,
soak the inside edge of the bark with thin CA
glue and let dry. Once the CA glue has dried,
you can take one more thin slow cut from the
outside top through to the bottom center to
remove any fuzz in the bark which the glue
hardened for you.

When completing the base of the bowl, put a
piece of waste wood on a faceplate or in a
chuck and turn a jam chuck. Pad the jam chuck with a paper towel and place bowl over shaped
wood, then bring up tailstock to hold in place. Turn and shape base of bowl, getting as close to
center as practicable. This is best done using a live center which is tapered toward the bottom of
the bowl. Sand as far as you can toward the center.

Remove the bowl from the jam chuck, remove the small tenon on bottom with a saw and
carving tool or chisel, and sand base of bowl. Hand sand with the grain to remove sanding
marks.

If you wish to let the bowl dry before completing it, turn it so the thickness of the sides is about
1/10th of the diameter of the bowl to ensure enough wood is left after it dries to re-round it.
Apply a product like Anchorseal and let it dry, then store it for a year. Before Anchorsealing it, I
always mark the bottom with the type of wood as well as month and year so I later know how
long it has been drying. When dry, re-turn to round, then to final thickness, and finish as
desired. Since a bowl will tend to change to oval as it dries and a standard natural edge bowl
will always appear to be oval anyway, you may wish to turn your green wood bowl to final
thickness and sand it to finish. Once completed, let it sit for a couple weeks before you finish it
to let it dry more thoroughly. Then hand-sand it with the grain and apply whatever varnish or
other finish you wish.

Addressing the inside showing the ghost image.

Rule: I before E, except when you run a feisty heist on a weird beige foreign neighbor.

11
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A Word on Mentoring

I'd like to take a minute and make a few comments
about Northwest Washington Woodturners Mentoring
Program. Often people associate mentoring with
people new to skill or craft. That is one of the aims of
our mentoring program. Also we want to focus on
experienced turners who would like to explore a new
facet of the broad art/craft of woodturning.

We have a group of members who have volunteered
their time to work one-on-one with turners (new or experienced) who want to build or expand
their skills base. If you would like to:

- learn the basics of spindle or bowl turning
- learn/improve your tool sharpening ability
- learn the in's and out' of pepper mill turning
- explore thin wall bowl turning
- create tool handles for your favorite gouge
- etc

We will be reaching out to new members in order
to let them know about the knowledge base
represented by our membership and let them know
how to access the decades of woodturning
experience represented by our membership and

By Rod Parker

specifically the volunteer mentors. We will also begin highlighting the mentoring program
periodically at the monthly meetings, informing and encouraging the existing membership to
make use of our volunteer mentors.

Our mentors can be identified on the club roster along with their specific area of focus and their
location. We have mentors available for Bellingham to Everett and Whidbey Island/Anacortes.

If you have any questions regarding the mentoring program, please don't hesitate to email, call or
text me.

Rod Parker

rodney.parker@cox.net
480-338-3395

Q: Who built King Arthur's Round Table? A: Sir Cumference
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Sawdust Saturdays have been designed by club volunteers to help new turners develop skills
and be introduced to different opportunities in wood turning. Classes are held at the club
shop in Bayview. We begin the class about 9 am and wrap up about 3 pm. Our club has
eight mini-lathes available to learn on as well as a basic set of turning tools for each lathe.

The next scheduled session is:

September 30 - Introduction to Bowls

Sign-up sheets are generally available at the Thursday meetings. Please sign up early.

The $10 non-refundable registration fee, which is due at the time of sign up, is to cover the cost
of materials, tools and refreshments.

Participants are required to bring personal safety equipment, at a minimum a full face shield.
For information on classes contact Ed Frank at 360-293-5534 or Mike Young at 360-293-4236.

Cookie Roster

Sawdust Saturdays

Our cookie volunteers each bring 2-3 dozen cookies to our regular meetings. Last month's
cookies in particular were quite outstanding, but a big "Thank you!" to all those who have
already brought in cookies during 2017. We (and our taste buds) greatly appreciate it!

September Cookie Volunteers

Greg Camrud

Peggy Lanford

Dennis Lindsey

Bill Rawls



Club Contacts

President
Ray Shields 360-671-3072
President@nwwwt.org

Vice President
Tom Thorton 425-948-6717
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

Secretary
Gary Moore 360-671-7141
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Treasurer
Jeff Phillips 360-240-8962
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Members at Large
Phil Kezele 206-372-5123
pkezele@wavecable.com

Ron Means 360-222-3092
ron.means@rocketmail.com

Rod Parker 480-338-3395
rodney.parker@cox.net

James Plessner 360-840-5680
jmplessner@hotmail.com

Programs Chairperson
Les Books 360-293-5067
l.books09@gmail.com

Website Chairperson
Jesse Charette 360-920-1485
jesse.charette@gmail.com

Membership Chairperson
Michael McCunn 360-941-4408
Membership@nwwwt.org

Laura Matthews - Assistant 360-757-7730

Education Outreach Chairperson
George Way 360-293-7305
georgerway@gmail.com

Mentoring Chairperson
Rod Parker 480-338-3395
rodney.parker@cox.net

Events Chairperson
Dennis Shinn (Acting) 360-854-9909
woodturner@anatechsys.com

Sawdust Saturday Chairpersons
Ed Frank 360-293-5534
edwinfrank@comcast.net

Mike Young 360-293-4236
mjyoungana@gmail.com

Library Chairperson
Ron Wehde 425-745-9851
ron.wehde@gmail.com

Gallery Photographer
Ron Means 360-222-3092
ron.means@rocketmail.com

Newsletter Editor
Ray Shields 360-671-3072
rayshields@msn.com

Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt. Vernon, WA 98373
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Ads

1401 E St
Bellingham, WA 98225

This space is set aside for contributors and for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood,
etc. Please submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.
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Ads (Cont'd)



to our Club members
(and tax free, too!)

Have some hand-me-down tools
you would like to donate?

Contact our Store Manager, Richard
Mabie (Richard@mabiemail.com), or
bring the tools to a Thurs. regular
meeting. Thank you!!!
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Ads (Cont'd)



Please note that Craft Supplies provides our club with

several hundred dollars in Gift Certificates each year.

Ads (Cont'd)

Please note that Craft Supplies provides our club with

several hundred dollars in Gift Certificates each year.

Have something you would like to buy or sell?

Put in an ad here for free!

Contact Newsletter Editor
Ray Shields

(rayshields@msn.com)
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