Northwest Washington Woodturners

A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for August 2017

About NWW...

President's Letter
It was great to see many of
you at the annual picnic. It
never fails to be a relaxing
and pleasant afternoon at
the Matthews' spread and
the clear sky with sunshine
made it that much nicer.
Thanks for coming and
Ray Shields
bringing along such tasty
food and intriguing items for the silent
auction. By the time I left I had not only a full
stomach but also a couple extra do-dads to try
wedging into my overstuffed shop.

The Club meets every 3rd Thursday of the
month. There is no meeting in Dec. Time:
6:30pm No host dinner beginning at 5:30pm.
We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid St (Exit 226).
Turn east up Kincaid to S. 13th St, turn right
(south). Hillcrest Park is approx. 6 blocks
south on 13th St. The Lodge is located in the
NW corner of the parking lot, beyond the
tennis courts.
Meetings are open to anyone interested in
woodturning. All skill levels from beginners
to advanced turners are welcome.

August is now over and summer is beginning
to wind down. Still, don't forget about Vernon
Leibrant's invite for a weekend of wood
turning at his place (further details later in this
issue). Stop by for the day, or camp out
overnight. If you have done this in the past,
you know how much fun it is and the potluck
on Sat. evening isn't half-bad either, to say the
least. If you haven't been out to Vernon's shop
before, you owe it to yourself to come visit
and see his massive lathe in action.
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Also coming up soon is a demo by Kristin
LeVier. She will be the presenter at our next
regular meeting at the Hillcrest Lodge, and
will be holding a class at Gerrit's shop on
September 23. We didn't get much chance to
promote her class, but for those of you who
saw her in British Columbia a few months
ago, you know she is an energetic,
enthusiastic instructor with a plethora of
helpful hints and tips (some but by all means
not all related to bendable hardwood, with
which she has considerable experience). Be
sure to check out the "Upcoming Programs"
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President's Letter

(Continued from Page1)

section for additional information.
With Fall approaching, this might be a great time to take advantage of our Mentoring Program. If
you are a relative novice, having a mentor nearby who can address questions and demo basic
techniques can be a boon to your skill building. If you are an experienced turner and are
interested in a specific technique that you haven't tried before, consider looking over the list of
mentors who are willing to share their expertise in particular niche topics. For more information,
contact our Mentor Chair, Rod Parker (rodney.parker@cox.net). You won't regret it.
Have fun and be safe,

Ray

President's Challenge
If the following message sounds familiar, it is because it is the same
as the last newsletter. With no regular meeting in August, you have
a second month to work on this challenge:
The President's Challenge (which will need to be brought to
the September meeting since our August "meeting" was the
potluck picnic) is to make a miniature bowl or hollow form .
The max diameter is 3 inches, no larger (smaller is fine). This
is important -- please measure if you are close. If you simply
guesstimate the diameter of your piece and it turns out to be,
say, 3.15 inches it will be summarily disqualified and likely
crushed beyond recognition by an irascible, caliper-wielding
President. The use of a lamination technique (a la Martha
Collins) is strictly optional but could garner extra favor from
the finicky judge. As always, several Craft Supplies gift
certificates will be drawn and/or awarded, so don't forget to
create something before summer ends.

Did you know?

2" diameter bowl by Martha Collins (for
illustrative purposes only -- you do not
need to make yours so simple as this one).

Type O blood was actually meant to be Type Zero ("0") blood, due
to the lack of glycoproteins in the red blood cells. It was misread and is now called Type
"O" blood. I guess you could call it a typo.
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August Potluck Picnic

All photos by Dennis

Once again, the combined NWW/NCWA summer potluck picnic was a glorious afternoon of sunny
weather, delicious food, active tool buying/selling, and relaxed conversations on the spacious premises of
our perennial hosts, Val and Laura Matthews (as always, a HUGE thank you to them both!).
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Annual Picnic (cont'd from previous page)

Lost at Picnic:

Compact Canon camera (metallic and gold). Memory card contains over 10 months of
pictures. If found, contact Ray Shields (360-671 -3072) . Reward (madrone turning blank) for return.
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Upcoming Programs
September 21

- We will have Kristin LeVier, who hails
from Moscow, ID demo her work, especially the use of
"bendy wood" (compressed wood) . Some of her
novel pieces were featured in the Feb 2015 issue of
American Woodturner, and the most recent issue also
had one of her creations inside its front cover. A
former molecular biologist, her designs are organic
and inspired by nature. To see examples, check out her
website at kristinlevier.com .
Kristin will be offering a one day class on Saturday,
Sept 23 : "Bending, carving and more: How to make
sinuous curves in wood" . It will include an
informative morning demo and discussion before
jumping in and making your own compwood piece.
Cost is $90, and will include samples of compwood
to take home for further experimentation. Please
contact Les Books (l.books09@gmail.com) or Ray
Shields (rayshields @msn.com) to sign up, or you can
sign up at the meeting if space remains available.

October 21

- Our guest for the Thurs meeting will be
current AAW board member Molly Winton , whose
presentation will explore the process of where to begin
once an individual has decided to enhance their
turning beyond the lathe. Discussion includes the
importance of form; design elements and composition
of a piece; sources of inspiration; critiques and their
role in improving your work; and overcoming an
'inability to draw'. Molly likely will also talk a bit
about health hazards and the importance of safety
precautions.

November 16 - Get ready, the annual Holiday Potluck
Party will be here before you know it! More details
will be forthcoming, but the evening festivities will
include a delicious holiday feast, the Bucket Raffle and
a Silent Auction. It will be the last opportunity to turn
in spin tops for the 2017 Tops for Tots program. Be
sure to get this one marked on your calendar!
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Leibrant Cookout/Campout
Please join the Leibrants for a woodturning
weekend; camp out or come for the day.

September 9 & 10.

Rain or shine.

Saturday potluck 6 pm.
Vernon Leibrant
3807 Cabrant Rd.
Everson, WA 98247
360-966-5183

Know Your Woods
Red Alder (Alnus rubra), part of the birch family, is a softer

hardwood from the Pacific Northwest. It grows up to 75 ft
tall and usually lives for 40 to 60 yrs but can grow longer
than that. Consistent color, stability, and uniform
acceptance of stains and finishes are some of the
characteristics that have made alder a preferred wood for
furniture. Its elasticity makes it ideal for carving intricate
details. Ranking second only to oak as the most commonly
used wood, alder offers the look of many fine hardwoods at
a value price.
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Turning on the Web...
The internet contains a wealth of information of
value to woodturners. Some is direct “how to”
articles and videos…...other resources provide
inspiration and techniques which can be
applied to our craft. But remember, the internet
is unedited, so beware of poor and unsafe
techniques. Here are the current selections……
Now that our summer top turning events are behind us we can turn our attention to filling up
our Tops for Tots box for kids in need this coming holiday season. This month we look to a top
turner in Japan for inspiration. And he sets the bar incredibly high! Not only does he turn
phenomenal tops, but the equipment he uses is a far cry from what most of us think we need.
Further proof that it's what you turn, not what you turn on that is important!
You won't understand a word that is said…...but I'm sure you will get the message!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= UoOyr11 tUnw

Outtakes
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Novices' Corner

How To Turn a Platter or Plate...

...using double faced tape as a chuck

by Tom Boley
(reprinted with permission from the author)

Using double faced tape to hold a plate or platter on the lathe while turning sure seems like it
wouldn't work very well but I have been doing this for many years and it has worked well.
Here's how.
Plane or joint your blank so it is smooth on both sides. Mark a circle and cut out a round blank
with your band saw but be sure to mark where the center of the circle is.
Using your compass, swing a centered circle
just a hair over 6" in diameter on the side
with the center mark. Lay your faceplate in
the circle to see how much shows between
the edge of the faceplate and the 6" pencil
line. Then put a strip of 1" wide double faced
tape across each side of the face of the
faceplate about halfway between the hole in
the center and the outside edge. Sometimes
you can use the screw holes in the faceplate
to orient your tape as shown in the first
picture. Peel the backing off the tape and
A 6" faceplate with parallel strips of double faced tape. very carefully and gently lay the taped
faceplate in that 6" circle. When you are
satisfied that it is fairly well centered, set it on the floor and stand on the faceplate to fully adhere
it to the wood blank.
Screw the combination on the drive and then give it a bit of a spin to see how close to centered it
is. It really isn't critical on this side, but you'll do it again for the other side and it will be very
critical then so this is good practice. Bring the tailstock and the live center up to the blank and
seat it against the wood.
Round the outside edge of the blank and then undercut the outside edge of the platter on the
tailstock side of the blank as in the second picture. This will be the bottom of the rim of the
platter. True up the bottom of the platter in toward the live center as far as you can go without
touching the live center with your bowl gouge, taking about an eighth of an inch off. Then make
a cut in from the edge of that bottom about a half or three-quarters of an inch and about a quarter
inch deep. You can do that with several cuts if you like. They need to be absolutely straight
across the bottom, neither angled in or out. Then skip a band about a quarter inch wide and go
just inside that band to continue cutting away wood on the bottom of the piece to the same depth
as that outside part. You will end up with a flat bottom with a band of wood sticking out from the
bottom about a quarter inch plus that short peg between the bottom of the piece and the live
center. The second picture shows the bottom cut part way to the center and the third picture
shows just the center peg remaining. You can then round off that 1/4" high band to make a bead
8

foot on the bottom of the piece. Back off the
tailstock and very gently trim off that peg where
it was. To the very best of your ability, ensure
that the bottom of the piece is as absolutely
dead flat as possible. This is where a square
nose scraper may be helpful.
Let's put a footnote in here -- when you turn
anything on the lathe, you are applying force to
the wood with your cutting tool. The farther
you are cutting from the center of the piece, the
more leverage you have against the chuck. If the
piece is not well held, a catch or aggressive
One cut in from edge; skip 1 /4" for base; continue
cutting could dislodge it from the chucking
cut to center; flat
system you are using. When you have the
tailstock up against the bottom of the blank, you
can cut confidently as it is highly unlikely that you will dislodge the piece from your chuck, in
this case the double faced tape on the faceplate. However, when you back off the tailstock to trim
off that little peg in the center, the only thing holding the wood in place is the tape. Cutting
aggressively out away from the center of the piece and/or getting a catch out there may jerk the
piece free of the tape so when the tailstock is backed off, cut gently. Also, when you are cutting
that peg in the middle, the leverage you have against your "tape chuck" will be minimal but you
should still make light cuts.
Once you have backed the tailstock away and
trimmed off the peg, take great pains to make the
bottom of your platter as flat as you can. Use a
straight edge of some kind to judge flatness and
trim as needed. The reason it must be so flat is
that you will retape the faceplate and apply it to
the bottom of the piece next and the flatter it is,
the better the tape will adhere. Sand the bottom
but be careful that you don't unflatten it by
sanding too much in one spot.

This is the nub, or peg, left from where the
tailstock live center was against the bottom.

IMPORTANT: Once it is really flat and before you
remove it from the faceplate, make a small mark at
the center with a pencil and then measure out 3"
and mark a 6" circle on the bottom. That will be
your target when you turn it around.

Pry the blank off the faceplate. Remove and discard the double faced tape strips. Test-fit that
faceplate inside the 6" circle on the bottom of the platter. If you can't see the pencil line, use a
compass to lightly mark another line slightly farther out and test fit the faceplate again. When
you know how the faceplate compares to that new circle, apply two strips of tape as before. As
you gently lay the faceplate within the circle, orient the grain of the wood with the direction of
those two strips of tape. I'll explain why in a minute. Once centered, set it on the floor and stand
on it again. Screw it on the headstock drive.
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Bring up the tailstock for safety, as you should whenever you can when turning. Start at the outside
edge and trim away wood from the inside of the piece. Do just the first couple of inches in toward
the center down to final thickness as shown in the
fourth picture. Then do the next couple of inches,
and so forth, blending the previous cutting in with
the next until you are at the center. All the while
you must make the bottom of the inside of the
platter as flat and straight across as you possibly
can. Finally, back off the tailstock allowing the
tape to hold the platter in position. Trim away that
peg in the center with gentle cuts and then ensure
the whole inside bottom is nice and flat. Sand.

Cut in about 2" from rim, shaping to final thickness.

The rim curves up and out from the bottom and
the bottom is flat, flat, flat.

Time to remove the finished platter from the
faceplate. Orient the grain of the piece parallel to
the floor. It may help to lock the headstock in
position. Push or pull at the end of the platter
closest to you, which should be end grain, to
slowly unstick it from the tape. It may be helpful
to slide something thin between the faceplate and
platter in the center of the faceplate between those
two strips of tape. I use one of my wife's kitchen
knives. She was a bit surprised when she saw that
I had it in my tool bucket. If you have made your
platter too thin and are pulling somewhere other
than at the end grain, you could break the platter.
By orienting it so the grain is parallel with the
strips of tape, when you pull away from the
faceplate, you can pull pretty hard without
concern about breaking the piece.

Once the platter is free from the faceplate, you
may notice three things. First, there may be tape or
at least tape residue still on the wood. Pull the tape off and use a paper towel with mineral spirits to
take off any residue. Second, your pencil mark will still be there from when you centered the
faceplate. Gently erase the pencil line. Third, if you used a kitchen knife or other device to help pry
the platter away from the faceplate, you will have likely bruised the wood a bit. Gently sanding the
bottom with 400 grit paper should clean up the erasure marks as well as the kitchen knife marks.
As always, I highly recommend signing your work. I use a vibrating engraver to write my name, the
month and year, and the type of wood on the bottom. Depending on the wood, an engraver like
that may leave a rough surface. Lightly sanding with 400 grit will smooth that out. Then finish the
piece with your favorite varnish or other finish and enjoy.

Tom Boley has been turning since about 1995, has done demonstrations for clubs in five states, and teaches at

the John C. Campbell Folk School in NC. He has been president of three clubs, two of which he started, one in
VA and one in KS. Contact Tom at tboley10@gmail.com.
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Sawdust Saturdays
Sawdust Saturdays have been designed by club volunteers to help new turners develop skills
and be introduced to different opportunities in wood turning. Classes are held at the club
shop in Bayview. We begin the class about 9 am and wrap up about 3 pm. Our club has
eight mini-lathes available to learn on as well as a basic set of turning tools for each lathe.
The next scheduled session is:

September 30

- Introduction to Bowls

Sign-up sheets are generally available at the Thursday meetings. Please sign up early.
The $10 non-refundable registration fee, which is due at the time of sign up, is to cover the cost
of materials, tools and refreshments.
Participants are required to bring personal safety equipment, at a minimum a full face shield.
For information on classes contact Ed Frank at 360-293-5534 or Mike Young at 360-293-4236.

Cookie Roster
Our cookie volunteers each bring 2-3 dozen cookies to our regular meetings. Last month's
cookies in particular were quite outstanding, but a big "Thank you!" to all those who have
already brought in cookies during 2017. We (and our taste buds) greatly appreciate it!

September Cookie Volunteers
Greg Camrud
Peggy Lanford
Dennis Lindsey
Bill Rawls
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Club Contacts
Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt. Vernon, WA 98373

President

Ray Shields
President@nwwwt.org

Vice President

Tom Thorton
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

Secretary

Gary Moore
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Treasurer

Jeff Phillips
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Members at Large

Phil Kezele
pkezele@wavecable.com

Membership Chairperson

360-671-3072

425-948-6717

360-293-7305

Mentoring Chairperson
Events Chairperson

Dennis Shinn (Acting)

woodturner@anatechsys.com

206-372-5123

360-840-5680

480-338-3395

rodney.parker@cox.net

360-240-8962

James Plessner
jmplessner@hotmail.com

Jesse Charette
jesse.charette@gmail.com

360-757-7730

Rod Parker

480-338-3395

Website Chairperson

Laura Matthews - Assistant
George Way
georgerway@gmail.com

360-671-7141

Rod Parker
rodney.parker@cox.net

Les Books
l.books09@gmail.com

360-941-4408

Education Outreach Chairperson

360-854-9909

Sawdust Saturday Chairpersons
Ed Frank
edwinfrank@comcast.net

Ron Means
360-222-3092
ron.means@rocketmail.com

Programs Chairperson

Michael McCunn
Membership@nwwwt.org

Mike Young
mjyoungana@gmail.com

Library Chairperson
Ron Wehde

ron.wehde@gmail.com

Gallery Photographer

360-293-5067

Ron Means
ron.means@rocketmail.com

Newsletter Editor

360-920-1485

Ray Shields
rayshields@msn.com
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360-293-5534
360-293-4236

425-745-9851

360-222-3092

360-671-3072

Ads
This space is set aside for contributors and for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood,
etc. Please submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.

REQUEST FOR WOODTURNING SERVICES
My name is Jeff Haynes, and I am a member of the NCWA (i.e., a flat woodworker).
I am looking for someone who could turn approximately 50 "stepped dowels" for me.
I will provide further details, but the dowels would be about 7 inches long, half of each
dowel around 1 1/8 inch diameter, the other half 1 1/4 inch diameter.
I will provide the wood for the dowels (primarily padouk, quilted maple and wenge).
If interested, please contact me for additional information:

Jeff Haynes
707-499-0846
jphaynes1 @gmail.com

1401 E St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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Ads (Cont'd)
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Ads (Cont'd)

Have some hand-me-down tools
you would like to donate?
Contact our Store Manager, Richard
Mabie (Richard@mabiemail.com), or
bring the tools to a Thurs. regular
meeting. Thank you!!!

to our Club members
(and tax free, too!)

15

Ads (Cont'd)

Please note that Craft Supplies provides our club with
several hundred dollars in Gift Certificates each year.
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