
Northwest Washington Woodturners
A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for February 2018

About NWW...

The Club meets every 3rd Thursday of the
month. There is no meeting in Dec. Time:
6:30pm No host dinner beginning at 5:30pm.

We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid St (Exit 226).
Turn east up Kincaid to S. 13th St, turn right
(south). Hillcrest Park is approx. 6 blocks
south on 13th St. The Lodge is located in the
NW corner of the parking lot, beyond the
tennis courts.

Meetings are open to anyone interested in
woodturning. All skill levels from beginners
to advanced turners are welcome.
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As we move toward Spring
(please hurry!), we are also
moving toward some exciting
club events. The first is the All-
Day Demo featuring the incom-
parable Stuart Batty. The date is
March 17th, so if you don’t have
your tickets yet please see our

Treasurer Jeff Phillips at the March meeting.

The next important dates are June 14th – 17th.
Several us will be meeting with a few thousand of
our closest friends (and woodturners) in Portland,
OR for the 32nd annual AAW Symposium. It
should be quite a fun and very busy weekend. As a
reminder for those who signed up, deadline for
payment is March 26th.

I need to regress and reflect a bit about our
February meeting. Art Liestman was our guest for
(by his count) the eighth or ninth time. That’s a
bunch! He is quite the innovator, from making
“stuff” (part of his tagline) from teapots to Monty
Python-inspired "Manifestations of the Terpsichor-
ean Muse" to torching wood. Very entertaining.

Thanks to all of you participated in the February
President’s Challenge, “Color My World”. As a
reminder, the March iteration of said challenge is
“Mix It Up”. Any piece containing a combination
of “alternate” materials (metals, plastics, man-made)
is eligible. Multiple wood species alone will not
work.

The tool raffle was again successful (and exciting to
some of us). Rick Erb was the winner of a very
shiny CBN wheel from Woodturners Wonders.
Congrats, Rick. We will expect a full report on how
it’s working for you.

(Continued on next page)

Tom Thornton

Fellow turners,
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President's Challenge

President's Letter (Continued from Page1)

For the next meeting [in March], the President's
Challenge is "Mix It Up". Use two or more
different materials in your turning to qualify.
Some that come to mind are metal inlays, resin,
polypropylene, milliput epoxy putty, Corian,
etc. Some may even want to include wood.

As before, there is a fair chance your creative
endeavors may be rewarded with a Craft
Supplies gift certificate, so get busy and have
some fun with this one!

This raffle is all about you folks, so we would like to hear from you about tools, equipment, or supplies
you would like to see in the mix. Please share your thoughts with any club officers or board members.
The “other” raffle (the wood one) is very important as well. It seems like most of the items are being
donated by the same people, so I’d like to encourage everyone to consider bringing in a bowl blank (or a
log that can become one), spindle material, scrap hardwood lumber, etc. The only “standard” is that you
donate stuff that you would turn (no firewood, please).

I want to extend my thanks to all our volunteers. Without their donation of time and talent we would
cease to exist. I appreciate each one of you and would like to take a moment to recognize those who, for
various reasons, have recently stepped down. They are Mike Young and Ed Frank (Sawdust Saturdays and
audio), Rick Erb (trailer hauler / parker), and Dennis Shinn (Woodfest).

The good news is that several of you have stepped up to fill those positions. Sawdust Saturdays will be
handled by committee, chaired by Ron Means. The audio system will be a joint effort as well. There were
several who raised their hands at the February meeting, but I don’t remember all, so whoever you are,
thank you! A brand-new member, Tal Birdsong, offered to haul and house the club trailer. The new
Woodfest reps are David and Sasha Vandette. A shout-out is in order as well for our new coffee-making
person, Ronald Torrence. Thank you all so much.

At the most recent board meeting there was a long discussion regarding the “intimidation” factor with new
turners. Simply put, most “newbies” are reluctant to share their turned pieces on the gallery table because
they are “not good enough” and don’t compare well to those brought in by the experienced turners. We
have all been there…inexperienced, and for most us, intimidated, so we know it feels. I can sum up the
gallery table items in a short sentence: THERE IS NO COMPETITION AMONG THEM. We would all love
to see your work on the table.

See you all at the next meeting.

Regards,

Tom
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February Program Recap

(Continued on next page)

Art Liestman, a world-renowned woodturner who
hails from Coquitlam, B.C., returned as our guest
demonstrator for the February 15 regular meeting. Art
has been a frequent guest of our club in the past, and
fortunately for us, he has expressed a strong interest in
continuing his association with NWW in the future. On
this occasion he admitted that he had not ever given the
presentation before, even to his own club members, but
thought it would be of interest. He titled his demo
"Flame Texturing".

Art began with a brief slide show that provided a
historical display of past pieces he has done using a
burning technique to provide an interesting texture on
multiple turnings and carvings. His primary wood
choice when using flame texturing is local big leaf
maple, but he has used other woods, including ash (ever
the jokester, James P. asked if it was ash before Art

burned it...). Wood that has interesting grain, such as burls or fiddleback or quilted maple,
result in the best flame-textured pieces.

Although there are any number of nuanced variations, the basic idea is to turn a piece of wood,
burn at least one surface of it using a torch (butane, propane or MAPP, depending on size of the
piece and desired heat level), then brush off the resulting superficial char and finish the piece.
After the burning, further turning can be done, and the finish can be as simple or complex as
desired. Depending
on the sort of look
being sought, a coat of
clear fiinsh (Art's
favorite to date is
Krylon Fine Art Fixatif,
available in 11 oz
aerosol cans at art
supply stores or
online). Art frequently
combines this with dry
brushing of acrylic
paints, using 20 or
more very finely
applied coats.

After describing the
process and turning a

Art "I Just Make Stuff" Liestman

Using a propane torch to burn the wood surface.
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February Program Recap (Cont'd)

small (3.5 in) convex maple form, Art adjourned to just outside the building with more than half
the audience members in tow. Using a propane torch, he burned the top surface of his piece,
aiming for a uniform burn that was deep enough to result in "alligatoring" of the surface. Any
glowing red or white areaas are brushed immediately with a natural bristle brush to stop any on-
going burning. Once there is alligatoring on the whole surface, it is time to stop (continuing just

results in a smaller piece!). Use the bristle brush to remove all
the superficial char and ash. A surgical scrub brush also works
well. Although Art didn't demonstrate the brushing process -- it is
a sooty job -- he did bring along a similar piece from home that
he had burned and then brushed, but left without finish. He
cautioned that a wire brush should NOT be used to remove the
ash and char because it is too aggressive and leaves obvious
scratches on the surface.

Mr. Liestman is a bundle of creativity and knowledge, and we
would like to extend our thanks to Art for making the trip down

from Canada for the presentation. We look forward
to further presentations in what we hope will be the
not-too-distant future.

On the following page is a collage of many pieces that
Art has done using the flame texturing technique. Some
he further colored, others have simply been clear
coated. Most of them were shown and commented
upon during the initial slide show portion of Art's
presentation.

"Alligatoring" of surface is apparent after burning. After char is removed with a natural fiber brush,
textured surface is revealed.

Interesting effects can be produced when using flame
texturing on burl wood (in this case, BLM)
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Upcoming Programs
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March 15 - In conjunction with the All Day Demo,
Stuart Batty will be on hand for the Thursday evening
presentation. Stu has a well deserved reputation as an
excellent instructor. If you would like to learn how to
turn smoothly in order to skip (or at least minimize)
sanding, he's your man. BTW, for additional info on
the All Day Demo, check out the following page.
Stuart's classes are now full, but you can sign on as an
alternate in case one or more openings occur.

Three Cheers for Jim & James

April 19 - "Meet the Mentors" will be an opportunity
to listen to and exchange ideas with many of our local
mentors. It is a chance to gain familiarity with our
mentors and their skills, interests, and areas of
expertise in a friendly and informal panel discussion
format. We encourage you to attend and bring with
you any questions you might have about lathes, tools,
projects, finishes, embellishments, or any other turning
related subjects. The meeting will take place at the
Burlington Community Center.

Have you noticed fine video performances at our regular meetings?
J im Short and James Plessner have been consistently working to
bring you close up views of our presenters and the techniques they
are demonstrating, often switching between cameras to afford the
best angle. If you have ever done video work yourself, you can
attest to the fact that it is not an easy task -- it requires considerable
concentration and skill to effect a smooth video showing over the
course of the entire meeting.

The next time you see Jim or James, please slap 'em on the back
and thank them for their tireless efforts. It greatly improves the
quality of our meetings.





'Women in Wood' Event in Port Townsend
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Helga Winter, who has given presentations and taught classes for the club, organized this show with its

impressive list of big name artists. It's most definitely worth a trip over to Port Townsend to see.

Helga Winter, who has given presentations and taught classes for the club, organized this show with its

impressive list of big name artists. It's most definitely worth a trip over to Port Townsend to see.



Know Your Woods
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Honey Mesquite (Prosopis glandulosa) is found in south-
western United States and northern Mexico. The thorny
tree normally is 20-30 ft tall but occasionally reaches 50 ft.
It is heat and drought tolerant. Its heartwood is often a
reddish brown which darkens with age. Sapwood is
yellow and tends to be thin.

It has a medium to coarse texture and open pores. Knots,
defects and other irregularities are common, though clear
portions of the trunk generally have straight to somewhat
wavy grain. It is decay resistant and can be used for fence
posts because of this. It glues, turns and finishes well. It is
prized by segmented woodturners ands others for its
exceptional stability.
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AAW Symposium

The Portland AAW Symposium is coming this
June 14-17. As per tradition, they will once
again be raffling off a custom-painted lathe
(Powermatic 3520C). Here are some pictures
of the lathe, decked out with imagery of the
Pacific Northwest's flora and fauna.

The 32nd annual symposium will have a
broad selection of educational demonstrations
and panel discussions. It will appeal to a wide
variety of skill levels and interest areas —
bowls, boxes, vessels, hollow forms, spheres,
spindle turning, multiaxis turning, segmented
turning, natural-edge turning, ornamental
turning, jewelry, finishing techniques, surface
design, texture and embellishment, and more.
A partial listing of demonstrators includes the
following talented turners:

• Keith Gotschall
• Kip Christensen
• Eric Lofstrom
• Ed Pretty
• Rick Rich
• Dan Tilden
• Stephen Hatcher
• Cindy Drozda
• Marilyn Campbell
• Karen Freitas
• Al Stirt
• Guilio Marcolongo
• Kai Muenzer
• Mark Baker
• Lauren Zenreich
• Hans Weissflog
• Mike Peace
• Donna Zils Banfield
• Eli Avisera
• Jay Shepard
• Graeme Priddle
• Mark Dreyer
• Ray Wright

As mentioned at the last two meetings, AAW members are eligible for a $25 discount off the
registration fee if they write a check to NWW for $300 by our March meeting.



Turning on the Web* ...

*The internet contains a wealth of information of value to woodturners. Some is direct “how to”
articles and videos ...other resources provide inspiration and techniques which can be applied to our
craft. But remember, the internet is unedited, so beware of poor and unsafe techniques.
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Contributed by Rick Anderson

This year, the annual AMERICAN ASSOCIATION of
WOODTURNERS symposium will be held June 15-17 in
Portland, Oregon. Perhaps you are wondering what is a
woodturning symposium? The following links will,
hopefully, provide answers to that question.

First, more information about the AAW symposium.
This is the largest gathering of woodturners and their art in the world. There's 3 days of
demonstrations for turners of all levels of experience. There's an Instant Gallery and Vendor's
show which are open during all symposium hours. Here's more information of what the
symposium offers:
http://www.woodturner.org/?page=LPPastSymposiums
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nVfJ7GCtC6g

Each Symposium day features a full schedule of demonstration sessions…..during each time
segment there is a variety of subjects being demonstrated by wood artists from around the world.
You choose the sessions of most interest to you. Here are some samples from past years of what
you will experience:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NBn5Ps_HQ1A 2017 Symposium
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hUe9oz313xs 2011 (25th) Symposium

One of the highlights of each symposium is the Instant Gallery. All attendees are encouraged to
bring samples of their work for display and, if desired, sale. This results in an absolutely
amazing collection…..a real “feast” for turner's eyes. After an hour of viewing you will be on
sensory overload! Videos of 2 past Instant Galleries follow:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=erahbigxfio 2016 Symposium Gallery
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wpIPbAY4XO8 2015 Symposium Gallery
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zvzxyD_goUM 2013 Symposium Gallery

Another great feature of the symposium is the vendors area. WARNING: While there is no
admission charge to this part of the symposium, it can prove to be costly! But one need not
spend money in this area as it's a great chance to see the latest and greatest tools & lathes, lots of
wood to choose from, and lots of vendors providing demonstrations of their tools &
equipment…...sometimes by well known turners.

A major symposium can be both exhausting and exhilarating…...well worth considering even if
only to view the instant gallery and vendors area which are both free of charge and definitely
worth the drive to Portland. It only gets this close about once every 10 years. Hope to see you
there!
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Membership Renewal Time Closing

WoodFest will be held at the Sedro-Woolley
High School gymnasium on April 14th & 15th,
during the Skagit Valley Tulip Festival. The event
is free. Each year at WoodFest, the Northwest
Corner Woodworking Association, Toys For Tots
and Northwest Washington Woodturners
participate with the goal of encouraging and
stimulating interest in woodworking by
demonstrations and by showing pieces created by
the local woodworking associations. You are
welcome to bring items to sell or just to display.
Hopefully this event is on your calendar already,
but if not, reserve some time for it now.

WoodFest

If for some reason you have not yet renewed your NWW membership, please do so immediately,
as any members who have not paid by the end of March will be dropped from our roster.

And yes, for those of you who are superbly
trained athletes of procrastination, you CAN
bring your $35 (cash or check) to the next
regular meeting, even though that cuts it
close. Just don't forget!



Sawdust Saturdays have been designed by club volunteers to help new turners develop skills
and be introduced to different opportunities in wood turning. Classes are held at Gerrit Van
Ness' studio shop in Bayview. We begin the class about 9 am and wrap up about 3 pm.
Our club has eight mini-lathes available to learn on as well as a basic set of turning tools for
each lathe.

The next scheduled sessions are:

March 24, 2018 - No session

April 28, 2018 - Goblets, with George Way
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Sawdust Saturdays

Cookie Roster

Our cookie volunteers bring 2-3 dozen cookies each to our regular meetings. A sign up
clipboard was present at the last meeting, and several of you found it and signed up to bring
cookies (THANK YOU, we are most grateful), but since the clipboard was not circulated there
remain many openings for the coming months.

March Cookie Volunteers

Bob A.
Tom A.
Ron T.

In coming months there will be sessions on bowls, platters, pyrography and other embellish-
ments, as well as chainsaw safety and maintenance. Plus others. Check the monthly
newsletter for regular updates. The cost for each session is $10 unless otherwise specified
(occasionally a session will be offered for free). Sign-up sheets will be available during our
regular meetings.



Club Contacts

President
Tom Thornton 425-501-2481
President@nwwwt.org

Vice President
Norman Lanford 512-751-1272
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

Secretary
Gary Moore 360-671-7141
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Treasurer
Jeff Phillips 360-240-8962
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Members at Large
Phil Kezele 206-372-5123
pkezele@wavecable.com

Ron Means 360-222-3092
ron.means@rocketmail.com

Rod Parker 480-338-3395
rodney.parker@cox.net

James Plessner 360-840-5680
jmplessner@hotmail.com

Programs Chairperson
Les Books 360-293-5067
l.books09@gmail.com

Website Chairperson
Jesse Charette 360-920-1485
jesse.charette@gmail.com

Membership Chairperson
Michael McCunn 360-941-4408
Membership@nwwwt.org

Laura Matthews - Assistant 360-757-7730

Education Outreach Chairperson
George Way 360-293-7305
georgerway@gmail.com

Mentoring Chairperson
Rod Parker 480-338-3395
rodney.parker@cox.net

Events Chairperson
Dennis Shinn (Acting) 360-854-9909
woodturner@anatechsys.com

Sawdust Saturday Chairpersons
Ed Frank 360-293-5534
edwinfrank@comcast.net

Mike Young 360-293-4236
mjyoungana@gmail.com

Library Chairperson
Ron Wehde 425-745-9851
ron.wehde@gmail.com

Gallery Photographer
Ron Means 360-222-3092
ron.means@rocketmail.com

Newsletter Editor
Ray Shields 360-671-3072
rayshields@msn.com

Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt. Vernon, WA 98373
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Ads

1401 E St
Bellingham, WA 98225

This space is set aside for contributors and for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood,
etc. Please submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.
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WANTED
We need at least a half-dozen handsome (ha!), young (haha!),
and powerfully built (LOL!) men and women to appear at the
Anacortes Baptist Church to set up chairs, tables, lathe, lighting,
etc, etc for the All Day Demo.

Date: Friday, March 16
Time: 4:00 - 5:30 pm

Please contact Norman Lanford (n.lanford@sbcglobal.net,
512-751 -1272) if you can commit to coming for set up (he will
also be happy to take your name if you would be willing to help
with the take down immediately after the Saturday demo).



Heavy Duty WOOD LATHE,
built by Denver Ulery, from
Redmond, WA.

• AC/DC 5 HP Motor
• Total weight: 1,000 lbs

$600

Vernon Leibrant (360-966-5183) is
selling this large lathe for a friend
who is no longer able to use it.
Want to turn an impressively large
bowl? Then this is the lathe for
you.

Ads (Cont'd)
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to our Club members
(and tax free, too!)

Have some hand-me-down tools
you would like to donate?

Contact our Store Manager, Richard
Mabie (Richard@mabiemail.com), or
bring the tools to a Thurs. regular
meeting. Thank you!!!

Ads (Cont'd)
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Please note that Craft Supplies provides our club with

several hundred dollars in Gift Certificates each year.

Please note that Craft Supplies provides our club with

several hundred dollars in Gift Certificates each year.

Ads (Cont'd)
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Outtakes
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