
Northwest Washington Woodturners
A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for March 2018

About NWW...

The Club meets every 3rd Thursday of the
month. There is no meeting in Dec. Time:
6:30pm No host dinner beginning at 5:30pm.

We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid St (Exit 226).
Turn east up Kincaid to S. 13th St, turn right
(south). Hillcrest Park is approx. 6 blocks
south on 13th St. The Lodge is located in the
NW corner of the parking lot, beyond the
tennis courts.

Meetings are open to anyone interested in
woodturning. All skill levels from beginners
to advanced turners are welcome.
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President's Letter
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Due to medical circumstances beyond
anyone's control, there will be no letter from
President Thornton for this month's newsletter.
The good news is that Tom is no longer in the
hospital and is improving nicely at home. He
anticipates welcoming everyone to our April
meeting at the Burlington Community Center
and will resume his letter writing in the next
issue.

Editor's Note:
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President's Challenge

Our Prez has spoken: With a tip of the hat to Stu Batty,
the creative challenge for this month is to turn a piece
(presumably using push cuts) and NOT(!!) sand it
(presumably because you won't need to after your well-
executed push cuts).

Gift certiicates will be awarded. A word of caution -- a
LARGE magnifying glass will be brought along to look
for any sanding marks. If sanding marks are present on
your piece, it will be considered a quasi-capital offense
(i.e., we won't kill you, but you'll be so humiliated that
you will you were dead!).

The 40-40 Grind

Stuart Batty, who visited the club recently (see next page) is a big proponent of using a 40/40 grind on
bowl gouges to do the majority of his turning work. It is a versatile grind that can be used for most
spindle work, for the outside of bowls, boxes and hollow forms, and for much of the inside of bowls (the
bottom of the bowl is done with a larger-angled gouge).

Set the grinder platform to a 40
degree angle where it contacts the
wheel. Then place the tool on the
platform at 40 degrees from
horizontal (marking a line on the
platform makes this easier).

To grind the wing, rock the handle up and down slightly,
making sure to keep tool flat on the surface of the platform.
Repeat the process on the other side of the platform for the
other wing. To grind the nose, twist and swing at the same
time.

For further information on the 40/40 grind, sign in to
AAW's website and click on the pertinent FORUM
section here.

Making the grind:
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March Program Recap

(Continued on next page)

Our March presenter was Stuart Batty, who
also was our featued guest for the annual All-
Day Demo. Stu is a third generation
professional woodturner. Originally from
Newcastle, England, he now resides in
Boulder, CO.

Stu discussed his seven fundamentals of
turning both at the Thursday evening
presentation (where he gave a condensed
"Reader's Digest" version) and at the All-Day
Demo, where he was able to elaborate further
on each item. Because the topics were
essentially identical for both presentations,
they will be summarized together for this
article. For additional information and good
video illustration of the principles he

explained during his time with us, you can watch the recordings that he assembled on
http://www.vimeo.com/woodturning. Stu identified the 7 fundamentals of good turning as:

1. Grain direction
2. Chucking
3. Sharp tool
4. Tool Rest
5. Lathe speed
6. Stance
7. Technique

Each of the fundamentals was discussed in some detail:

1 . Grain Direction - It is essential to know which direction the grain is running. Spindle work
should have the grain running parallel or nearly parallel to the ways of the lathe. Spindle cuts
should be made 'downhill'. Tool marks are always present, but can be reduced to near-
invisibility by using a higher speed and slower rate of tool travel across the rest. For bowl
blanks, most catches occur when attempting to cut uphill on end grain. With bowl sides and
platter edges you are cutting mixed grain (mostly end grain with some side grain; about 80% to
20%). Mixed grain needs to be treated as endgrain when cutting it. On a bowl blank, side grain
cutting only possible when rounding the blank with a small cut from either end of piece. Use
40-40 gouge to peel side grain and take blank down to round. Before beginning, be sure to
check blank for ring shake, deep cracks, and other potential dangers. Fiddleback and curly grain
(including quilting) is a result of compressed fibers that change their orientation -- use a lower
cutting angle (50 -55 degrees) for a cleaner cut. Spindle roughing gouge is NOT suitable
forcutting inside or outside of a bowl.

Stuart Batty



4

March Program Recap (Cont'd)

2. Proper chucking - Proper tenon size is about 40% of piece's total diameter. Ideally the
tenon should be only slightly larger than the minimum diameter of the jaws. This will leave
few marks. If you go oversize on the tenon, the outer edges of the jaws will dig in and leave
marks. Dovetail vs serrated jaws: Serrated jaws are designed for straight (parallel cut) tenons.
Length of tenon is critical with serrated jaws, as the wrong length can force the blank away
from the top of the jaws. Dovetail jaws grip more firmly. Steb centers good for small work but
don't grip as well as 2 or 4 prong drive centers. Two prong centers can sometimes split the
wood, especially on small pieces, but can be used effectively on the bark side of bowl blanks.

3. Sharp tool - Torn grain will occur primarily on end grain. Cutting end grain with dullish tool
will result in considerable tearout. A freshly sharpened gouge will solve the problem. A
common problem for novice turners is not sharpening often enough. Also, it is advisable to re-
sharpen immediately before the final cuts. Stu spent time discussing the advantage of the
40/40 grind, and how one can make the grind using a platform set at 40% to the grinding
wheel.

4. Tool rest - The majority of cuts are made at or a little above the piece's center line, so the
tool rest must be positioned to permit this. For spindle work, the tool rest remains parallel to
the bed of the lathe. Tool rests need to be regularly inspected to be sure they are smooth
with no dents or divots that could impede smooth motion of the tool.

5. Lathe speed - A fresh piece of wood will be unbalanced to some degree, so it is important
to start slowly enough to be safe and avoid undue vibration. As the piece becomes more
rounded and less unbalanced speed should be increased because a higher speed will make
it easier to get in a nice cut. A reasonable guideline to use is: Diameter (in inches) x RPM

= 6,000 - 9,000.

For example, an 8 inch bowl blank turning at 750 RPM = 6,000 and the same bowl at 1125
RPM = 9,000, so the recommended lathe speed for an 8" piece would be 750 - 1125 RPM.
Keep in mind that wood blanks turning at less than 1000 RPM will generally fall to the floor
if they happen to come off the lathe, but have a tendency to become airborne with
unpredictable flight paths at higher speeds. Always remember to turn the lathe to its slowest
speed when finished turning.

6. Stance - For spindle work, feet are positioned comfortably about shoulder width apart and

Shavings flew as Stuart worked on hollowing out a thin-walled bowl; front row audience caught by surprise.



equidistant from the long axis of the lathe. For
leveling the side grain on a bowl blank or
similar straight cuts, place the left foot forward.
For curved cuts on the inside or outside of a
bowl blank, the right foot is forward. This
applies to right handed turners, and Stu
recommends that even left handed individuals
learn to turn right handed (similar to violinists,
who traditionally are trained to play right
handed regardless of any natural preference).

7. Technique - The design of standard lathes
favors right handed cuts (i.e., a cut where the
right hand has control of the tool handle). The

March Program Recap (Cont'd)

four tool movenents are push/pull, lift/drop, twist, and swinging handle to left or right. None
of these motions is directed or controlled by the left hand, which is only used to add a small
amount of weight to hold the tool on the rest.

Stuart held classes on Friday and Sunday to practice the fundamentals described above. A lot
of green maple was consumed making repeated practice cuts (BTW, a huge thanks to Jerry
Holmes for locating suitable wood for the classes, and to the team of helpers who were
involved in getting the wood out of the forest and cut up into blanks). The overwhelming
consensus from both classes was that the sessions were extremely helpful to the participants in
becoming more proficient turners.

A good turnout (get it?) for the All-Day Demo.

Thin-walled bowl turned during demo by S. Batty.
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Pics from Stu Batty's classes
on March 16th and 18th
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Upcoming Programs
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Lens Help Sought

April 19 - "Meet the Mentors" will be an opportunity
to listen to and exchange ideas with many of our local
mentors. It is a chance to gain familiarity with our
mentors and their skills, interests, and areas of
expertise in a friendly and informal panel discussion
format. We encourage you to attend and bring with
you any questions you might have about lathes, tools,
projects, finishes, embellishments, or any other turning
related subjects. The meeting will take place at the
Burlington Community Center.

May 17 - To be determined. We know the meeting will be
back at the Hillcrest Lodge in Mt. Vernon, but at the time of
publication of this newsletter, a couple of different options
were still being explored. An announcement at the April
meeting will inform you of the nature of May's presenta-
tion.

Do you have a knack for photography or videography? James Plessner

and J im Short (those guys at the front of every meeting) would welcome
some assistance and backup with our video system. They would be
happy to train you on the particulars of the club's equipment.

Similarly, Ron Means and Ron Radliff, who have been doing all of the
photography for our gallery (including President's Challenge pieces)
would also love your help/backup with photography at our meetings.

Any one of these individuals would be delighted to talk with you, give
you additional details and answer any questions you might have, so
please see them if you would be interested in becoming part of their
respective teams.



'Women in Wood' Event in Port Townsend
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Helga Winter, who has given presentations and taught classes for the club, organized this show with its

impressive list of big name artists. It's most definitely worth a trip over to Port Townsend to see.

Helga Winter, who has given presentations and taught classes for the club, organized this show with its

impressive list of big name artists. It's most definitely worth a trip over to Port Townsend to see.
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WoodFest is a special two-day event that EVERYONE with a passion for WOODWORKING needs

to attend, whether you work with wood, or simply take pleasure in enjoying what others have

created! This is our 20th Anniversary!

You prefer the opportunity to simply admire outstanding pieces of creative and eye-catching

woodworking? This is the event to come to! It’s amazing what a pair of hands, some antique legacy
hand tools and power tools, and an imagination can create. And that includes appealing projects
created by students from multiple high schools.

Need helpful insights and tips on how to create in wood? This is the event to come to! Members
of local woodworking and woodturning groups will run continuous demonstrations that will
stimulate your interest, AND answer your questions!

Are you harboring a yet-to-be-satisfied desire to ‘do something’ with wood, whether by hand or by

machine? Then this is the event to come to! Come… See … Ask … Learn …Do! It’s a great event to
meet with local people who love to share their passion for working with wood.

And that’s not all!! WoodFest is an extended part of the Tulip Festival. Imagine first experiencing
the beauty of millions of blooming tulips … then add to your great day by driving or cycling to
Sedro-Woolley and taking in WoodFest.

Learn from, and watch, local experienced woodworkers, chainsaw carvers, woodturners, traditional
hand carvers, artisans and woodcrafters.

See something very special – high schoolers from around the state who have a passion for working
with wood. They will compete head-to-head at WoodFest, their finished woodcrafts vying for our
‘Best in Show’ prize.

Come … be stimulated … be motivated … be younger or older … be encouraged … BE HERE!

WHEN: April 14th and 15th, Saturday from 9 AM to 4 PM and Sunday from 10 AM to 3 PM.
WHERE: Sedro-Woolley High School gymnasium, 1235 Third Street, in Sedro-Woolley.
COST: Free!

© 2018 Sedro-Woolley Chamber of Commerce



Portland AAW Symposium

A Bit More on WoodFest...

...An Invitation from Our Club's Reps

WoodFest is part of the Skagit Valley Tulip Festival. By volunteering to be a NWW greeter,
demonstrator, or providing items for display or sale, you:

The collective woodturning knowledge of our members is a gold mine. Are you digging
into it? If not, you are missing out. There is an easy fix – Sign up and show up! You may
even discover a mentor or the opportunity to become one.

The old saying, “You get out of it what you put into it” is the key. This is your association –
it will be better, and so will you, when you participate.

There will be great demonstrations by several of our members. What a wonderful way to
learn something new!

Contact Information:

David Vandette or Sascha Vandette

dj.vandette@comcast.net s.vandette@comcast.net

Although it may seem a ways off yet, the AAW
Symposium will be happening in Portland before you
know it. AAW members can get $25 off their
registration fee by getting $300 to our trusty Treasurer,
Jeff Phillips, by April 2 (as it turns out, AAW is being
rather flexible and may extend the deadline for pay-
ment by an additional few weeks, but let's try not to
push it).

For additional information on this year's Symposium,
click on the following link:
http://www.woodturner.org/general/custom.asp?page=
2018Portland

- Become a participant in the area's premier Spring event. Saturday, April 14,
10 AM – 4 PM and Sunday April 15th, 10 AM – 3 PM. Our booth will be
located at Sedro-Woolley High School in the gym.

- Meet fellow association members and get to know them. Our members are a
diverse and interesting group.
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Know Your Woods
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White Ash (Fraxinus americana) is found in south- western
United States and northern Mexico. The thorny tree
normally is 20-30 ft tall but occasionally reaches 50 ft.
Heartwood is a light to medium brown color. Sapwood
can be very wide, and tends to be a beige or light brown;
not always clearly or sharply demarcated from the
heartwood.

It has a medium to coarse texture similar to oak. The grain
is almost always straight and regular, though occasionally
moderately curly or figured boards can be found. It is ring-
porous, with narrow rays.

Ash is among the least expensive utility hardwoods
available domestically, and its price is usually comparable
to oak. It is commonly used for flooring, millwork, boxes,
baseball bats and other turned objects such as tool
handles. It has excellent shock resistance.

Ash is being threatened by the emerald ash borer, believed
to have been inadvertently introduced from Asia some
time in the 1990s. The beetle was first detected in
Michigan in 2002 but has since spread rapidly, devastating
local populations of ash trees.



Turning on the Web* ...

*The internet contains a wealth of information of value to woodturners. Some is direct “how to”
articles and videos ...other resources provide inspiration and techniques which can be applied to our
craft. But remember, the internet is unedited, so beware of poor and unsafe techniques.
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Contributed by Rick Anderson

Rarely are we treated to an exhibit of world class wood-
turning close to home, but April 5th – 30th we will have
such an opportunity. WOMEN IN WOOD, mentioned
earlier in the newsletter, is an exhibition of turning by
many of the best woodturners in North America. Their
pieces will be on display in Port Townsend. This is a
short ferry ride from Coupeville….no need to take a car
as it's a brief walk from the ferry terminal and there is plenty of free parking on the Coupeville
side.

Here are websites for the featured turners…...including one of our newest members and past
demonstrator, Molly Winton as well as other past demonstrators Helga Winter, Martha Collins,
Kristin LeVier and Cindy Drozda. Expect to be inspired!

Sally Ault: http://www.sallyault.com/

Donna Zils Banfield: http://donnabanfield.blogspot.com/

Dixie Biggs: https://dixiebiggs.com/

Martha Collins: http://www.studiomarthacollins.com/

Barbara Dill: http://www.barbaradill.com/

Cindy Drozda: http://cindydrozda.com/

Katie Hudnall: http://www.katiehudnall.com/

Kristin LeVier: https://www.kristinlevier.com/

Tania Radda: http://www.taniaradda.com/

Merryll Saylan: http://www.merryllsaylan.com/

Betty Scarpino: http://bettyscarpino.com/

Helga Winter: https://www.helgawinter.com/

Molly Winton: http://www.turningmaven.com/

Andi Wolfe: http://www.andiwolfe.com/woodturning/wolfe.html

If you can't make it to Port Townsend during April, in May the exhibit moves to the American
Art Company (1126 Broadway Plaza, Tacoma) before moving on to other venues around the
country.



Sawdust Saturdays have been designed by club volunteers to help new turners develop skills
and be introduced to different opportunities in wood turning. Classes are held at Gerrit Van
Ness' studio shop in Bayview. We begin the class about 9 am and wrap up about 3 pm.
Our club has eight mini-lathes available to learn on as well as a basic set of turning tools for
each lathe.

The next scheduled sessions are:

April 28, 2018 - No session

May 26, 2018 - Basic bowl turning
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Sawdust Saturdays

Cookie Roster

Our cookie volunteers bring 2-3 dozen cookies each to our regular meetings. Our sincere
thanks to those who have already brought in cookies this year. And we are looking forward to
the gustatory delights that will be brought in by those of you who have signed up for future
meetings.

April Cookie Volunteers

In coming months there will be sessions on bowls, platters, pyrography and other embellish-
ments, as well as chainsaw safety and maintenance. Plus others. Check the monthly
newsletter for regular updates. The cost for each session is $10 unless otherwise specified
(occasionally a session will be offered for free). Sign-up sheets will be available during our
regular meetings.

B. Mein
T. Rex
L. Chapo
P.N. DePaht

Yes, I have misplaced the list, but
you know who you are (we hope).



Club Contacts

President
Tom Thornton 425-501-2481
President@nwwwt.org

Vice President
Norman Lanford 512-751-1272
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

Secretary
Gary Moore 360-671-7141
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Treasurer
Jeff Phillips 360-240-8962
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Members at Large
Phil Kezele 206-372-5123
pkezele@wavecable.com

Ron Means 360-222-3092
ron.means@rocketmail.com

Rod Parker 480-338-3395
rodney.parker@cox.net

James Plessner 360-840-5680
jmplessner@hotmail.com

Programs Chairperson
Les Books 360-293-5067
l.books09@gmail.com

Website Chairperson
Jesse Charette 360-920-1485
jesse.charette@gmail.com

Membership Chairperson
Michael McCunn 360-941-4408
Membership@nwwwt.org

Laura Matthews - Assistant 360-757-7730

Education Outreach Chairperson
George Way 360-293-7305
georgerway@gmail.com

Mentoring Chairperson
Rod Parker 480-338-3395
rodney.parker@cox.net

Events Chairperson
Dennis Shinn (Acting) 360-854-9909
woodturner@anatechsys.com

Sawdust Saturday Chairpersons
Ed Frank 360-293-5534
edwinfrank@comcast.net

Mike Young 360-293-4236
mjyoungana@gmail.com

Library Chairperson
Ron Wehde 425-745-9851
ron.wehde@gmail.com

Gallery Photographer
Ron Means 360-222-3092
ron.means@rocketmail.com

Newsletter Editor
Ray Shields 360-671-3072
rayshields@msn.com

Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt. Vernon, WA 98373
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Ads

1401 E St
Bellingham, WA 98225

This space is set aside for contributors and for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood,
etc. Please submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.

JET 1221 VS LATHE FOR SALE

Brand new Jet 1221 lathe with stand.

• 1 HP VS motor, 115V, 6A
• 12.5" swing over bed
• Spindle thread: 1" x 8 TPI
• Speed range: 60-3600 rpm
• Digital RPM readout
• Knockout bar and wrench
• Drive center
• Ball bearing live center
• Toolrest x 2
• Faceplate

The Grizzly chuck set includes a 4-jaw
chuck with indexed backplate and
multiple jaws, screw chuck, small Cole
type jaw set, chuck key and T-handle
hex wrench.

Total cost to me for all of the above new
items was $1430. Would like to sell
entire package for $999.

Contact: Norman Lanford

n.lanford@sbcglobal.net

(512) 751-1272
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Heavy Duty WOOD LATHE,
built by Denver Ulery, from
Redmond, WA.

• AC/DC 5 HP Motor
• Total weight: 1,000 lbs

$600

Vernon Leibrant (360-966-5183) is
selling this large lathe for a friend
who is no longer able to use it.
Want to turn an impressively large
bowl? Then this is the lathe for
you.

Ads (Cont'd)
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to our Club members
(and tax free, too!)

Have some hand-me-down tools
you would like to donate?

Contact our Store Manager, Richard
Mabie (Richard@mabiemail.com), or
bring the tools to a Thurs. regular
meeting. Thank you!!!

Ads (Cont'd)
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Please note that Craft Supplies provides our club with

several hundred dollars in Gift Certificates each year.

Please note that Craft Supplies provides our club with

several hundred dollars in Gift Certificates each year.

Ads (Cont'd)
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Outtakes
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