
Northwest Washington Woodturners
A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for July 2018

About NWW...

The Club meets every 3rd Thursday of the
month. There is no meeting in Dec. Time:
6:30pm No host dinner beginning at 5:30pm.

We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid St (Exit 226).
Turn east up Kincaid to S. 13th St, turn right
(south). Hillcrest Park is approx. 6 blocks
south on 13th St. The Lodge is located in the
NW corner of the parking lot, beyond the
tennis courts.

Meetings are open to anyone interested in
woodturning. All skill levels from beginners
to advanced turners are welcome.
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President's Letter

Greetings to All,

I hope everyone is enjoying
this beautiful summer weather.
Although we could use a little
rain I hope it doesn’t happen
for a couple of weeks ‘cuz
there is stuff temporarily

stored in the back yard that doesn’t play well
with water!

I want to take a moment to thank the folks who
spent last Saturday hauling and setting up lathes
and/or turning tops at the Hillcrest Children’s
Festival. Tal Birdsong, George Way, Rick
Anderson, Dennis Lindsey, Ray Shields,

Norman Lanford, Melanie Mankamyer, Jerry

Holmes, Ron Means, Ron Radliff, Dennis

Shinn, Rick Erb, and Jeff Phillips all gave a
good portion, if not all, of their day, to provide
some joy to a lot of kids. KUDOS to all! I also
heard some great feedback regarding our new
Jet 1021 midi-lathes and DeWalt stands. News
regarding disposition of the old mini-lathes will
follow a bit later in the newsletter [Editor's Note:
Check out the Classified Ads in this issue.].

While I’m in a thanking-kind-of-mood, I can’t
express enough gratitude toward the members
who contribute toward the enormous success of
our organization. From our officers and board
members, to the committee chairs, to those who
volunteer to help with single tasks, their
dedication to service is incredible…but they are
not lifetime positions.

Most of us experience many “seasons” over our
lifetimes. The seasons of service with the NWW
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(Continued on next page)
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vary in length with everyone. Some experience a common malady in volunteer-run organizations
known as “burnout”. Others simply want to spend more time with family or are dealing with
health issues. I have seen folks hang on way past their intended exit date simply because no one
stepped up.

My point in bringing this up is that, as painful as it is to say, our club subscribes to the “20/80
Principle” of volunteer participation. This means that 20% of the people do 80% of the tasks. To
be fair, this is only a principle, so the 20/80 numbers are theoretical.

Moving forward we will be more likely to approach folks directly and less likely to make
“recruiting” pitches. Please consider saying “YES” when asked to serve. We need you!

Just a quick note about my President’s Challenge vision. I have changed my philosophy over the
past few months to incorporate skill-building into the challenges, because the only way we can
grow is to learn new things or get better at the old things. Please consider the opportunities for
growth within your woodturning sphere. My next Challenge is coming soon.

I’d like to remind you to consider attending our annual picnic, which we share with the Northwest
Corner Woodworkers Association, our local woodworking club. The date is Saturday, August 25.
Enjoy socializing with those you know and meeting those you don’t. You can also bring your
“gently-used” (or new) tools, equipment, turning materials, or anything culled from the “going-to-
the-thrift-store” box. Oh yeah, there’s lots of great food as well. Meat, buns, condiments, and
tableware are provided, so you only need to bring an appetizer, side dish, salad or dessert.

In closing, I’d like to share something that happened in my shop recently. I was doing some finish
cuts on the inside of a bowl when I suddenly experienced an “earworm”. Being a music lover, I
get these all the time. Often, they are annoying songs I can’t stand, but this time was different: I
heard Jim Morrison and the Doors encouraging me to “Break on Through to the Other Side”.
Given that I was completing what I considered to be a very nice piece I was sure glad I didn’t take
Mr. Morrison’s advice!

My takeaway from this is to develop (if that’s even possible) earworms that are appropriate to the
task at hand, such as “Will it Go Round in Circles?” by Billy Preston, or the Beach Boy’s classic, “I
Get A Round”. Perhaps “Turn A Round, Look at Me” by The Lettermen.

These are nice, but my number one is the woodturner's anthem (or should be), the Byrd’s “Turn,
Turn, Turn”.

Hope to see you at Val and Laura Matthews’ place on the 25th.

Tom

President's Letter (Cont'd)



President's Challenge
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July Program Recap

Since we have no regular meeting during August, Prez Tom has
realized that there is extra time before the September Challenge.
At present he is keeping his cards very close to his chest so the
next President's Challenge remains a mystery as we go to press.
Nevertheless, he has promised to send the Challenge details out
in a dedicated email at an as-yet-unspecified future date. Keep
an eye on your in-box!

Our guest demonstrator on July 19th was Charley Phillips of
Fort Worth, Texas. She is a long time wood carver and
artist, but has only been turning for about 3 years. Her
turned platters and baskets are frequently woodburned and
colored to emulate woven Native American grass baskets and
platters.

Much (if not most) of Charley's turned work is done using
basswood, which she also uses extensively for her
woodcarving. Basswood is light in color so it shows
watercolors well. Charley finds that with a sharp scraper
and some fine sandpaper (to 400 grit) she can get a very

Charley Phillips

(Continued on next page)
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smooth surface on her platters and bowls
which is amenable to detailed painting, even
when using very small brushes.

For her basket weave pieces, Charley primarily
uses a 1/8" beading tool (hers is from D-Way
Tools). She then indexes radial lines on her
pieces using multiples of 8. For woodburning
the individual segments she uses a $31 burning
tip that she feels is well worth it because it
works so efficiently (custom made and available
from kreylings_creations@yahoo.com). She also

uses a special tiltable turntable for her
woodburning. Adding a herringbone
pattern to the inner and outermost
diameters "is the tricky part" she says, but
using a shader tip and a light burn she is
able to effectively create a 3-dimensional
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overlapping look, as shown in the
picture to the left on this page.

Once the pyrography portion is
complete, Charley uses water-
colors. She recommends that
people starting out pick up an
inexpensive watercolor set, which
can be obtained at Michaels or
Hobby Lobby (about $15 for a set

Charley uses a very small 20/0 (pronounced
"twenty-ought") watercolor brush for painting the
individual squares to create a "woven" pattern.
After the watercolor painting is completed and
has dried, she will finish it with a coat of lacquer
(such as matte or satin Deft) and then Howard
Feed-N-Wax (a mixture of carnauba wax and

of 30+ colors). Accomplished painters may wish to
go with higher end, more lightfast watercolors (such
as Qor Watercolors).

beeswax with orange oil).

We are delighted that Charley was able to take
time out of her busy schedule to visit with us for
the evening, as her presentation was both

informative and awe-inspiring.
Further, we are most grateful
for her generous donation of
one of her beautiful dragonfly
platters (shown here on the
left) for our Holiday Party
raffle. THANK YOU!



Upcoming Programs

August 25 - Summer Potluck Picnic (jointly with NCWA).
Come one and all! Bring something to sit on, such as a camp
chair, your favorite beverage, and a side dish, salad or dessert
to share. Hamburgers and brats with all the fixings will be
provided. Spouses and s'poses welcome. It will be held 1 to
4pm at Val & Laura Matthews' homestead (7550 Ershig Rd,
Bow). If you'd like, bring along a tool or two that you'd like to
sell in the auction. For any of you who haven't been there
before, directions are on the next page of this newsletter.
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September 20 - Very probably Bonnie Klein. Things were
uncertain before, but are now looking quite promising. Barring
any bizarre and unforeseen circumstances with the construction
of her new home, Bonnie will be with us. She is planning to
give a presentation on her classic child's stool with 4 legs and
stretchers. She is a reknowned turner and artist so you will
definitely want to make this meeting!

October 18 - Our guest will be Stephen Hatcher from Olympia.
A returning demonstrator known for his clear and detailed
instruction, he will be explaining his techniques for creating
dazzling optical effects for inlaid platter accents.

Additionally, he is going to be offering a unique 2-day hands-on
workshop to step through the entire process that he is outlining
on Thurs evening. Day 1 will be offered twice, on Fri. and Sat.,
then both groups will come together for Day 2 on Sun. This is
likely to be very popular, so sign up sheets will be available well
in advance. Register early to assure yourself a spot. Look for
more info at the next meeting and in future issues.



Directions to Potluck Picnic

When: Sat, August 25th 1:00ish to 4:04ish.
Where: Val & Laura Matthews, 7550 Ershig Rd., Bow, WA 360-757-7730

Poorly drawn map by Ray Shields
Note: NOT REALLY TO SCALE.
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M.V. Children's Art Festival A Success

Contributed by Dennis Shinn

What do you get when you mix
8 or 9 wood lathes, a cadre of
dedicated volunteers and a park
full of youngsters? Another
successful Children's Art Festival
this year at Hillcrest Park in
Mount Vernon.

Yes, once again we had the
pleasure of entertaining dozens
and dozens of young people
from toddlers to tweeners as they
watched us “uncover” the hidden
treasures within the otherwise boring piece of wood spinning on our lathes. Here are some of the
photos of the event that tell the story better than words could hope to convey.
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A huge THANK YOU to the many
volunteers who came to help out at the
festival (several of whom are pictured
here). We are most grateful to each
and every one of you, as are all the
kids who went home with a custom
made top!

This top turning event was the first one
in which we used the new midi lathes
on their wheeled yellow stands. They
were easier to transport than the mini-
lathes (whose stands do not have
wheels) and were stable on the grass.
The trial run was so successful that the
NWW board is now working out the
details for selling the mini-lathes.

8



Know Your Woods

Yellowheart (Euxylophora paraensis), sometimes called Pau
Amarello, is native to Latin America, especially Brazil. Trees
grow 100-130 ft tall with a 3-5 ft trunk diameter.

Heartwood color ranges from a pale to golden yellow,
darkening only slightly with age. Sapwood is pale yellow to
white. The wood grain is usually straight, but some figured
pieces may have wavy or interlocked grain. Fine uniform
texture and a naturally high luster.

Yellowheart is normally easy to work with hand and machine
tools. It has a moderate blunting effect on cutters. Glues and
finishes well.

Yellowheart's heartwood is rated as moderately durable in
regard to decay resistance. It has an unusually high amount of
radial shrinkage when compared to its tangential shrinkage,
giving it a remarkaby low T/R ratio.

Yellowheart is commercially important and widely harvested in
Brazil. It is commonly used for flooring, furniture, boatbuild-
ing, accents and turned objects. Pricing is fairly inexpensive for
an imported hardwood.
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(Information from www.wood-database.com)

Yellowheart/Sapele Bowl

Yellowheart/Bubinga Bowls



Anacortes Arts Festival

The Anacortes Arts Festival was held Friday
through Sunday, August 3-5. NWW set up next
to the Food Area in what has become our
"usual" location. The weather was agreeable
which made for moderate crowds on all three
days, with Saturday being the heaviest.

Several members had items for sale, and most
sold one or more of their pieces. Successful
sellers included Ricky Erb, George Way, Rick
Anderson, Tom Thorton, Jerry Holmes and
Doug Owens, among others.

Thanks to all who participated, especially
those who also helped with set up, selling,
clean up and hauling -- we are most grateful!
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Turning on the Web* ...

*The internet contains a wealth of information of value to woodturners. Some is direct “how to”
articles and videos ...other resources provide inspiration and techniques which can be applied to our
craft. But remember, the internet is unedited, so beware of poor and unsafe techniques.

Contributed by Rick Anderson
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CONFUSED ABOUT SANDING…..?
Nearly everyone hates sanding, but without good
sanding our projects fail to reach their potential.
Here's a link to 114 videos about sanding and
sanding equipment. Not sure if it will leave you
any less confused, but it should leave you more
enlightened! Sand away!

https://www.woodturningonline.com/videos/videos.php?subcatid= 143

Over the Top!

Want to spend a fun hour or two learning or perfecting
your top turning skills? Then by all means, come on over.

We invite you to join us at Gerrit's shop (12505 Parkside
Ln) on August 18, 9am to 3pm. FREE. Stay for as little or
as long as you want. Bring a face shield, favorite tool
(optional) and top blanks if you have some lying around.

No sign up necessary, just show up. Coffee/refreshments
will be available. There are no nearby food establish-
ments, so plan on bringing your lunch if you will be
around at mealtime.

If you are a novice, get some pointers from our "top-heavy" experts. If you are an expert, share
tips with the guy or gal next to you. This will be an easygoing, friendly, informal event, and one
of the "side effects" of the day will be a whole bunch of tops we can add to the box -- or at least
that is what we are hoping!



The next sessions are:

August 18: Tops - Open Shop format (see previous page for details).

September 29: Lidded Boxes
Have you wanted make a beautiful turned box able to hold a $50,000 diamond ring? We will
guide you thru the process of making a box. Of course, you need to provide the ring!

When: September 29th, 9 am to 3pm
Where: Gerrit’s shop

12505 Parkside Lane, Mt Vernon (Near Bayview State Park)
Cost: $10. Please sign up during the regular meeting.
Maximum number of Students: 8 (currently 7 have signed up)

October 27: Christmas Ornaments
With our club participating in a Christmas Tree decorating fund raising event, this Sawdust
Saturday session will explore a two or more turned Christmas Ornaments. More details at the
next regular meeting.

When: October 27th, 9 am to 3pm
Where: Gerrit’s shop

12505 Parkside Lane, Mt Vernon (Near Bayview St
Cost: TBD
Maximum number of Students: 8 or possibly “Open Shop Format” with no maximum.

Sawdust Saturdays
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Sawdust Saturdays have been designed by club volunteers
to help new turners develop skills and be introduced to
different opportunities in wood turning. Classes are held at
Gerrit Van Ness' studio shop in Bayview. We begin the
class about 9 am and wrap up about 3 pm. Our club has
equipment (midi-lathes and basic turning tools) available for
eight participants.



Club Contacts

President
Tom Thornton 425-501-2481
President@nwwwt.org

Vice President
Norman Lanford 512-751-1272
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

Secretary
Gary Moore 360-671-7141
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Treasurer
Jeff Phillips 360-240-8962
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Members at Large
Phil Kezele 206-372-5123
pkezele@wavecable.com

Ron Means 360-222-3092
ron.means@rocketmail.com

Rod Parker 480-338-3395
rodney.parker@cox.net

James Plessner 360-840-5680
jmplessner@hotmail.com

Programs Chairperson
Les Books 360-293-5067
l.books09@gmail.com

Website Chairperson
Jesse Charette 360-920-1485
jesse.charette@gmail.com

Membership Chairperson
Michael McCunn 360-941-4408
Membership@nwwwt.org

Education Outreach Chairperson
George Way 360-293-7305
georgerway@gmail.com

Mentoring Chairperson
Rod Parker 480-338-3395
rodney.parker@cox.net

Events Chairperson
Dennis Shinn (Acting) 360-854-9909
woodturner@anatechsys.com

Sawdust Saturday Chairperson
Ron Means 360-222-3092
ron.means@rocketmail.com

Library Chairperson
Ron Wehde 425-745-9851
ron.wehde@gmail.com

Gallery Photographer
Ron Radliff 360-707-1319
usaf.463@live.com

Newsletter Editor
Ray Shields 360-671-3072
rayshields@msn.com

Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt. Vernon, WA 98373
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This space is set aside for contributors and for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood,
etc. Please submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.
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Ads

Club Mini-Lathes for Sale $100
When the club purchased the 8 new midi lathes and stands that made their public
debut at the July Mt Vernon Children’s Art Festival, the 8 Jet mini-lathes that did such
yeoman service for years became surplus and were moved to storage. The NWW Board
has voted to sell the minis on a first-come-first-served basis to club members.

New club members or those without a lathe are encouraged to move quickly on this

opportunity. The price is $100.00 for the following package:

a. One Jet variable speed Mini Lathe
b. One Jet lathe stand that fits the lathe
c. Tool rests (short and long)
d. Drive spur
e. Live center
f. Faceplate

Pick up will be at the storage unit in
Mt. Vernon at a mutually convenient time.

Contact: Norman Lanford, Vice President
Email: n.lanford@sbcglobal.net
Cell phone: 512-751-1272

Do not delay! THIS SALE IS FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED.



to our Club members
(and tax free, too!)

Have some hand-me-down tools
you would like to donate?

Contact our Store Manager, Richard
Mabie (Richard@mabiemail.com), or
bring the tools to a Thurs. regular
meeting. Thank you!!!

Ads (Cont'd)
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Please note that Craft Supplies provides our club with

several hundred dollars in Gift Certificates each year.

1401 E St
Bellingham, WA 98225

Please note that Craft Supplies provides our club with

several hundred dollars in Gift Certificates each year.

Ads (Cont'd)
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Outtakes
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Hazel's last known public appearance.
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