Northwest Washington Woodturners

A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for February, 2019

About NWW...

President's Letter

The Club meets every 3rd Thursday of the
month. There is no meeting in Dec. Time:
6:30pm No host dinner beginning at 5:30pm.

Greetings Fellow Woodturners,

We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid St (Exit 226).
Turn east up Kincaid to S. 13th St, turn right
(south). Hillcrest Park is approx. 6 blocks
south on 13th St. The Lodge is located in the
NW corner of the parking lot, beyond the
tennis courts.

Norman Lanford
The February meeting continued the club's
great start for this year. AAW Board member
Kathleen Duncan demonstrated the benefits and
hazards of
pierced turnings. The
tool raffle awarded a full set of carbine tools to
one of our members. There is much more to
come.

Meetings are open to anyone interested in
woodturning. All skill levels from beginners
to advanced turners are welcome.

Please remember that dues are due for the year.
They are $35 for a family membership (turner
and significant other, whether a turner or not).
Please see our Membership Chair Angela Hill at
the meeting.
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Then there is the club store that has been so
wonderfully manned by Richard Mabie for the
past several years. As set out below in the
separate box, he can no longer act as the store
keeper. The store is a great source of supplies
that we all need without each of us having to
chase them down. The entire club will
apppreciate you stepping forward to take over.
Richard said he will provide guidance, and
there is a volunteer to continue collecting the
payments.
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Equally important is the need to find someone
to take over as program chair from Les Brooks.
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President's Letter (Cont'd)
years programs pretty well completed and has offered to work wth the new program chair. He
has also offered that, to the extent possible, he will continue to entertain and provide quartering
for the guet demonstrators. This is a prime opening to help serve the club.
Our annual all-day demonstration is March 23d. Mike Mahoney, a renowned professional
turner, is this year’s demonstrator. His Friday class on hollow-forms with threads is full, but the
Sunday calabash bowl has openings. Contact ourt Treasurer Phil Kezele if you are interested.
The March Sawdust Saturday will be held on March 30th and will be devoted to sharpening.
See the article below about it. Learn to sharpen your own or help sharpen the club's tools.
The club has signed up for the April Woodfest in Sedro-Woolley. In July we turn tops at the
Children’s Art Festival in Mount Vernon; we will have a booth at the Anacortes Art Festival in
August; and there should also be a top turning event in Bellingham in August and at the Everett
Children’s Museum in September. There is alwatys a need for volunteers to insure that each of
those events permit the club to present a positive image to the public.
See you all at our next meeting, Thursday,March 21, 2019.

President's Challenge
This month's Presidents Challenge is a tiurning
with an off center element. Exercise your
imagination and tune your skills.

RIGHT - A few random examples of decorated turnings
for your inspiration. Yours may be better. Or not.
2

February Program Recap
In spite of several minor setbacks, Kathleen Duncan presented a
very interesting and informative demo at our February meeting.
Kathleen spent her working career at Washington State University
working with computers. After retiring she turned to woodturning,
a fascination since childhood watching her father turn. Kathleen
lives in Ridgefield Washington and is a member of the PNWG,
Pacific Northwest Woodturning Guild, headquartered in Portland,
Oregon, and a member of the AAW board.
Kathleen's specialty is turning very thin pieces and decorating
them with piercing and color or bleaching. Her demo consisted of turning a very thin bowl,
consistently thin, two millimeters, throughout. She mounted her wood on a screw chuck
and proceeded to turn the outside of the bowl to the shape that she desired. (At this point
we all wondered how she was going to hold the piece to hollow the inside.) She used a gob
of hot melt glue to attach the piece to a pre-made fixture with a tenon, to hold in her
chuck. This gluing was done while the piece was still on the lathe using the tailstock for
centering and as a clamp. She tested it for
running true and made minor adjustment to
the tenon before removing it from the lathe.
(Personally, I was holding my breath now,
thinking that that glue would never hold.)
Bingo, she no sooner put her tool to the
rotating piece and it flew off the lathe. It was
not the glue that failed, it was the chucking
fixture itself. She calmly began anew with
another piece of wood and proceeded to turn
that one to show us her process. For safety
sake you can use a parting tool to define that
first two millimeter edge to avoid the tool
skating. From there she advises to start the cut with the tool handle low and come into it
and cut straight across. Proceed on down, measuring often, and removing wood from the
middle as you go. Her result was not perfect, but she managed to convey the process and
miraculously, she was able to hollow the piece and the hot melt glue held up. She used a
hairdryer to heat and melt the glue enough to gently wiggle it off the lathe.
Kathleen talked about how she plans her patterns using a grid system with horizontal lines
drawn while on the lathe using the tool rest as a guide, after marking out her desired equal
sections, and drawing intersecting vertical lines around the vessel at uniform intervals with
the lathe running, making a grid. This will make layout easy and uniform Designs can
come from anywhere, nature, coloring books, anywhere. She lays them out with pencil
and makes sure to allow uniform borders throughout. Piercing is done with a dental drill
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February Program Recap
and clean up with various sanding and smoothing discs. (She will be sharing a list of her
suppliers for our web site.)
KATHLEEN'S TIP: TO HOLD A DELICATE
PIECE, BLOW UP AN APPROPRIATELY
SIZED BALOON INSIDE. HOLD IT BY THE
BALOON.

The Editor gratefully acknowledges the
contribution of both the text and photos
for this article by members Laura

Matthews and Ron Radliff.

Dues are Due
Don't forget that dues for 2019 are due. They are $35 for the year for the member and
spouse (or significant other). Must be a paid member to win tool raffle or participate in
Sawdust Saturday.
See Membership Chairman Angela Hill at the meeting.
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Upcoming Programs
March 21 - Mike Mahoney, our featured demonstrator for

the All Day Demo, will be kick off his time with us by
providing the evening demonstration. Mike has been a
professional turner since 1994. His bowls are featured in
galleries across the United States, and his work is sought
after by collectors all over the world. "I am passionate about
my craft and the American Craft movement. I am dedicated
to producing quality craft and educating the public about
woodturning."

April 18 - Our very own NWW Mentors will be providing

the presentation. Keep in mind that this informative session
will be held in a different meeting place than usual: the
Burlington Community Center (1011 Greenleaf Ave,
Burlington). In a format similar to last year, multiple topics
will be covered. Bring any questions you might have
(preferably related to woodturning) and our congenial inhouse experts will give you more answers and opinions
than you can shake a skew at.

May 16 - Returning to our usual venue at Hillcrest Lodge,

our guest demonstrator for the evening remains shrouded in
mystery. Whether the secrecy is intentional or simply
circumstantial, the name, gender, and expertise of the
presenter is not "officially" available as the newsletter goes
to press, so you will need to check next month's newsletter
to satisfy your burning curiosity. But it will be good, you
can count on that.

June 13 - Ashley Harwood will be here! PLEASE NOTE
THAT OUR MEETING WILL TAKE PLACE A WEEK
EARLIER THAN USUAL in June to take advantage of Ashley
being in our area. Further details will be coming.
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Minding The Store
Our club's Store, which has been carefully tended to by Richard Mabie for years, is in need of
a new Store Manager. Richard is due to be "attacked" by an orthopedic surgeon soon and
physically will not be able to carry out the store duties.
We are searching for an intelligent, organized and conscientious person to volunteer for this
position, but given the urgent circumstances we would consider YOU! Really! OK, all
seriousness aside, we really are eagerly looking for a member who would be willing to assume
this critical position. PLEASE give this some serious consideration, and feel free to talk with
Richard (425-948-6717, richard@mabiemail.com) about the specifics of the position.

Equally importantly, but somewhat less urgently, we are also looking for someone to assume
the position of Programs Chair beginning January, 2020. We are fortunate that our current
chairman, Les Books, has agreed to continue coordinating our Programs for a third year. Les
has done an outstanding job of arranging for quality demonstrators at our meetings and will
keep doing that for all of 2019. He has expressed his willingness to work with any interested
individual to explain the details of the position and work alongside them for the remainder of
the year so that they become comfortable with the position. Contact Les for further information at 360-293-5067.

Cookie Roster
Our cookie volunteers bring 2-3 dozen cookies each to our regular meetings. Home-made or
store-bought, either way works for us (some of us have greater baking abilities than others, and
we won't judge). A big thank you to those who have already brought cookies this year.

Cookie Volunteers for March
Bill Rawls
Ron Torrence
Wally Wheatman
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Mike Mahoney Coming in March
Mike Mahoney will be the featured demonstrator at our
10th annual All-Day Demo on March 23rd.

Mike has spent
his entire career as a production turner, demonstrator and
instructor. During the demo Mike will cover Bowl Turning &
Coring, Platter Turning, Hollow Form Turning w/ Threaded
Lid, Tool Sharpening and Much More!
In addition to the Sat. demo, Mike will be giving two daylong classes: Hollow Forms with Hand Chased Threads on
March 22 and Turning a Calabash Bowl on March 24th .
These classes are filling fast.
Your Saturday with Mike will be packed full of techniques you can take home and put to use
on your own turning. Further details about Mike's demo are available at:

http://www.nwwwt.org/MahoneyDemo.pdf

Cost: $55 for the full day demo and includes snacks, beverages and a delicious Deli lunch.
You can conveniently Register Online http://nww-2019-Mahoney-demo.bpt.me.
To Register by Mail, download a registration form http://www.nwwwt.org/demo-tickets.pdf ,
complete and mail along with your payment. Be sure to register now and save!
Your early registration will help us better plan for this event. If you have any questions please
feel welcome to contact Phil Kezele at info@nwwwt.org or call (206) 372-5123 .
REGISTER TODAY!....We look forward to seeing you on March 23rd!
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Mentoring Program Update
One of the primary objectives of our club is to help new turners to
develop basic turning skills and to assist experienced turners to
expand their woodturning knowledge and explore new techniques.
One of the methods we use to meet these goals is through our
Mentoring Program.
Our mentoring program is staffed by members who volunteer their
time to provide one-on-one or small group training. The mentors
have a broad range of skills and experience. They are located
throughout the region covered by our club membership. Below is a
list of our club mentors, feel free to contact them directly with any
woodturning questions or issues, they will be more than happy to
help.
Also, if you would like to talk with one of the mentors at our regular
club meetings, we invite you to drop by our Turn and Learn, Mentor
Table. One of us will be very happy to talk with you and share what
we know or point you to someone who is a recognized expert in
your area of interest. The following is a current list of our club
mentors. Email contact can be found in the club rooster.

Name
City
Ed Frank
Anacortes (98221)
George Way Anacortes (98221)
Rick Anderson Bellingham (98229)
Dave Blair
Bellingham
"
Rick Braun
Bellingham
"
Ray Shields Bellingham "
Rick Terney Bellingham "
Dennis Lindsey Camano is. (98282)
Terry Koller Camano is. "
Paul Anderson Stanwood (98292)
Rod Parker
Stanwood
"
Molly Winton Oak harbor (98277)

Phone

Focus Area

360-293-5534

General, bowls, hollow forms, etc.

360-293-7305

General

360-319-7600

General

360-733-3911

General

360-734-8663

Bowls, hollow forms

360-671-3072

General

425-213-4353

General

425-387-5076

Goblets, bowls

425-879-2580

General

360-629-5492

General, bowls, hollow forms

480-338-3395

General, boxes, sharpening

360-675-3770

Embellishments

The Mentor group is always looking for volunteers to join the group and assist members with
skills development. If you would like to share your knowledge and experience, please contact
Rod Parker (rodney48@wavecable.com, or 480-338-3395).
8

Sawdust Saturdays
Mentors and Sawdust Saturdays

Sharp tools are a key to successful woodturning.
Too often tool sharpening hit or miss. The
mentors will be demonstrating and discussing
some of the common sharpening systems this
month at the mentor Table.
We will be following up with a sharpening workshop during the standard
Sawdust Saturday session on March 30th. Interested club members are
invited to bring their tools and learn to sharpen them for best results. Also,
we will be sharpening all of the club’s tools so that they are ready for
work. If club members would like to get some hands-on experience with
the Oneway Wolverine system or the Tormek system, this is good
opportunity and can help sharpen the club’s tools.
All materials, tools and lathes are provided to club member participants. We recommend that
you bring your own safety glasses or face shield. The club also provides coffee and doughnuts.

Future Sawdust Saturday sessions include:
April – Spindle projects, Tool Handles, Awls, bottle stoppers, rolling pins, members option
May – Basic bowl turning (date is not set because of Memorial Day Holiday weekend)
June – introduction to plate and platter turning
Additional session planned for the year include
* Turning Embellishments
* Top turning and finishing
* Lidded box turning
If there is a topic you don’t see listed that you think would make a good Sawdust Saturday
session, please contact one of the mentors or Rod Parker, rodney48@wavecable.com

9

Know Your Woods
Black and White Ebony (Diopyros malabarica) is native to
Laos and southeast Asia. It grows 50-115 ft tall, with a
trunk diameter of 1-3 feet.

Heartwood is a pale straw color, with darker black streaks
throughout; some pieces may be predominantly black
rather than white. Sapwood is a paler white color, not
always clearly defined.
It is rated as "very durable" in regards to rot resistance,
with moderate insect/borer resistance.
Black and white ebony is generally straight grained with a
fine, uniform texture and good natural luster. Its density is
reported to vary significantly depending upon the
concentration of darker heartwood as compared to the
lighter sections.
The wood typically works and turns well, though pieces
can be difficult to dry without checking. It is most
commonly used for turned objects, inlay, and other small
wood projects.
Black and white ebony is very expensive, on par with
solid-black species of ebony.
_____________________
From THE WOOD DATABASE
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Turning on the Web* ...
Contributed by Rick Anderson
At our February meeting, Kathleen Duncan showed us the basics of pierced turnings. As a
refresher of her demo there is a 3 part video of Kathleen's demo at the Olympic Peninsula
Woodturners. This is the link to Part 1, the other 2 parts follow the first part:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G3ERsvYS6jg
(Note: Unfortunately the sound for these videos isn't the best.) You can also see several
examples of Kathleen's finished work at https://www.woodturningguild.com/kathleen-duncan
Let's take a look at other woodturners renowned for their pierced works. Their works each
take a bit different approach....inspired by their different life stories:
One of the pioneers of pierced turning was the late Frank Sudol from Saskatchewan,
Canada. Frank passed away in 2005 and sadly there is no longer a website that specifically
features his work. Though traces of his work are scarce, the American Woodturner in
December 2016 had a brief article on Sudol with photos of some of his work:
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.woodturner.org/resource/resmgr/journal2/AW3106-2016.pdf
Frank became well known for his tall deep birch hollow forms which were pierced with
wildlife images. Much of Sudol's legacy is his teaching and mentoring which inspired many
other turners to begin piercing their turnings.
Bin Phoh was mentored by Frank Sudol and after Sudol's death, finished several of Sudol's
pieces. Bin's turnings were far different than Sudol's. He had fled Viet Nam after being held
as a political prisoner and went on to write an interesting book about his life and how it
inspired his art. Many of his best known pieces were inspired from these early life experiences.
His piercing work was always very intricate and most often finished with an array of bright
colors. A reprint from American Woodturner features an exhibition of Bin Pho's art:
http://aawcontentsource.org/aaw_cs1_pdf/AW2805p48-55.pdf
An internet search will produce many other examples of his work. Bin Pho passed away in
2017.
Another Canadian turner known for his incredibly delicate pierching work is Malcom
Zander. Many of Malcom's pieces are 100% pierced. You will find many examples on his
website https://malcolmzander.com/ as well as by searching on the internet.
J. Paul Fennell is from Scottsdale Arizona and has been turning since 1970 and became
enamored with piercing hollow forms shortly after. His website http://www.jpaulfennell.com
tells his story and shows many examples of his amazing work. J. Paul is regarded as one of the
best in our craft and has shared his talents with many others at demos, classes and
symposiums.
For further inspiration, an internet search of all of these artists will bring many examples of
their work. In addition, these Pinterest sites show many examples of pierced woodturning from
around the world, including the artists mentioned above:
https://www.pinterest.com/mellivernois/wood-piercing/
https://www.pinterest.com/KenExline/wood-piercing/
* The internet contains a wealth of information of value to woodturners. Some is direct “how
to” articles and videos…...other resources provide inspiration and techniques which can be
applied to our craft. But remember, the internet is unedited, so beware of poor and unsafe
techniques.
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Club Contacts
Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt. Vernon, WA 98373

President

Norman Lanford
President@nwwwt.org

Vice President

Rod Parker
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

Secretary

Gary Moore
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Treasurer

Phil Kezele
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Members at Large

Giovanni Monteferrante

gmonteferrante@gmail.com
Jeffrey Moore

jpmjpm33@hotmail.com

Website Chairperson

Kyland Holmes
kyland.holmes@gmail.com

208-651-3122

360-941-4408

Education Outreach Chairperson
George Way
georgerway@gmail.com

Mentoring Chairperson
Rod Parker (Interim)

rodney.parker@cox.net

360-293-7305

480-338-3395

Sawdust Saturday Chairperson

407-342-2787

Rod Parker (Interim)

rodney.parker@cox.net

480-338-3395

Library Chairperson

425-686-8430

Tom Thornton

425-213-4353

Les Books
l.books09@gmail.com

Michael McCunn
Membership@nwwwt.org

206-372-5123

Rick Terney

Programs Chairperson

Assisted by:

360-671-7141

360-341-3731

rick.terney@gmail.com

Angela Hills
angelahills@hotmail.com

480-338-3395

David Pettenski

dpettenski@msn.com

Membership Chairperson

512-751-1272

theoldchipmaker@comcast.net

Gallery Photographer
Ron Radliff
usaf.463@live.com

Newsletter Editor

Ray Shields
rayshields@msn.com

360-293-5067

206-787-0367
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425-948-6717

360-707-1319

360-671-3072

Classified Ads
This space is set aside for contributors and for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood,
etc. Please submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.

Have some hand-me-down tools
you would like to donate?
Contact our Store Manager, Richard
Mabie (Richard@mabiemail.com), or
bring the tools to a Thurs. regular
meeting. Thank you!!!

to our Club members
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Ads (Cont'd)
"Denver Style" Wood Lathe For Sale
Heavy duty lathe (1992), capable of turning 24"
diameter x 30" long. GREAT for bowl turning.
• 3 phase 2 HP motor with a power converter so it
will run on 220V single phase.
• Variable speed 0-1200 rpm; forward & reverse.
• Spindle threads 1 1/4" x 8 tpi, #2 taper.
• Straight and curved adjustable tool rests.
• Long bar hollowing setup.
• Vacuum setup with 24" diam closed cell backer
plate.
• Multiple faceplates.
• Original owner's manual.

P
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I am asking $750 , but will take $200 off for NWW club
members. I would really like it to go to a club member.
If interested, contact:

Ken Fogg
425-322-9275

Lathe and accessories are currently located on
Camano Island, WA.
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Ads (Cont'd)

FOR SALE: Delta Unisaw $1,125
Mid-century Delta Unisaw
• Original Repulse Induction motor
• Loads of torque
• Includes 42" Biesemeyer fence
• Zero clearance insert
• Original metal inserts
• Mobile base
• Original blade guard
• Several carbide tip blades included
• The 'derby' motor cover is after market
• No miter gauge included
This is strong running, very accurate machine.
Setup for 220V but can be switched to 110V.
I'm very sad to be selling this Unisaw as it
was the first piece of commercial quality
equipment that I purchased and restored!

Rod Parker
480-338-3395
rodney.parker@cox.net

Nova DVR 3000 Lathe for Sale:
Stephen Massing, 360-856-2350, says he is a retired carpenter whos is selling his tools.
He has a Nova DVR 3000 Lathe for sale, along with 2 Nova chucks with jaw sets, face plates,
gouges (a number of Sorby) caliphers, an arm bracer hollowing tool, pen materials, and a center
saver.
He is also selling a Grizzly 6 inch joiner
Price: Reasonable and fair. All, or by individual item.
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Ads (Cont'd)

Please note that Craft Supplies provides our club with
several hundred dollars in Gift Certificates each year.

Targo Woods

1401 E St.
Bellingham, WA 98225

www.targowoods.com
www.hardwoodstoget.com
Local Bellingham wood source for your
projects. Hardwoods, Burls, Veneers.
Wood to replace a leg on a chair, make a
whole dining room set or turn a bowl. You
will find it at Targo.
Oby says: "NWW Club Members will get
10% off on their purchases."

Save on gas, buy local.
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Outtakes
Always Remember, Safety First
To do this safely, this
gentlemen should have:
Safety Glasses
Hearing Protectors
Gloves
It would be better to also
have:
Forestry Helmet
Chainsaw Chaps
Leather Shoes with Steel
toes
Anything else?
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