Northwest Washington Woodturners

A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for July, 2019

About NWW...

President's Letter

The Club meets every 3rd Thursday of the
month. There is no meeting in Dec. Time:
6:30pm No host dinner beginning at 5:30pm.

Fellow Woodturners,
While watching an expert
make chips is always fun
and entertaining, Dr. Seri
Robinson, the presenter
at our July meeting was
Norman Lanford
both entertaining and
informative without actually using the lathe. She
shared her expert analysis of spalted wood,
importantly addressing some of the urban myths
about spalting and giving great practical
guidance in preparing and using spalted wood.

We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid St (Exit 226).
Turn east up Kincaid to S. 13th St, turn right
(south). Hillcrest Park is approx. 6 blocks
south on 13th St. The Lodge is located in the
NW corner of the parking lot, beyond the
tennis courts.
Meetings are open to anyone interested in
woodturning. All skill levels from beginners
to advanced turners are welcome.

This month’s meeting will be the annual picnic
on Saturday, August 17th at the home of Val and
Laura Matthews. It is scheduled to begin at 1:00
p.m., with lunch about 3:00 p.m. We share this
event each year with the woodworkers and
there is always a table for members to sell tools
and items via silent auction. There is also
traditionally a “free” table, where items can be
placed for the free taking and use by other
members. Our club is the “official” sponsor this
year, so your officers and Board of Directors will
be cooking the brats and hamburgerss. Please
bring a salad, vegetable, or dessert to round out
the menu.
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President's Letter (Cont'd)
expressed their thanks to the club for that kind gesture.
Every organization like ours relies heavily on its members to volunteer to help make its projects
a success. Many of the things that must be done by volunteers do not require a lot of planning
or any expense, just a bit of time. If you look around our club, a great deal of the volunteer
work has been done by the same members for a good while. Some of them have suggested that
many of us are getting a bit long in the tooth (average age about the same as a cruise ship
passenger list), and a few relatively younger volunteers would be appreciated. An easy example,
which I know was missed at the July meeting, is the person who makes the coffee for the
meeting. The club has the supplies, just missed someone to put them together for the meeting. I
think a cookie roster type rotation might be the trick for the coffee.
There were nine lathes and eight top turners at the Hillcrest Chldren’s Art Festival. We turned a
bunch of tops for the chldren and eveyone had a fun time, but a handful of other turners would
have been nice in order to spread out the turning and share fun a bit. The Hillcrest event also
highlighted the logistical issue of moving the club lathes to and from our off-site community
outreach events. Members with a pickup truck and/or a small trailer might consider checking
with the event coordinator to see if they could provide that essential bit of support.
While I am on the matter of volunteers, the club store will certainly be set up at the September
and October meetings, but we need a member to mind the shop and collect the proceeds from
the sales made at those meetings. Tom Thornton is the point of contact for that and will give the
sales proceeds to the treasurer at the end of the meeting, so the volunteer will not be
responsible for maintaining any funds.
By the tme you read this, the Anacortes Arts Festival, August 2nd - 4th, and the Bellingham top
turning event, August 3rd, likely will be underway or completed. In any event I urge to you go
by both and visit if you can, or hope that you did visit and support our club’s community
outreach.
Don’t forget the Everett top turning event on September 8th. Brad Thompson is the event
coordinator.
We will also be looking for volunteers to help with out annual holiday potluck on November
21st, a week before Thanksgiving. Check with Melanie Mankamyer.
Don’t forget to turn tops for the annual Tops for Tots donation. We can all use our practice for
the three live turning events to produce a few tops for each of our remaining meetings. We
need at least the 2,000, or so, we donated last year.
Finally, each year the club makes up a Christmas tree that is auctioned off at a charity event.
Since that season will be here sooner than we expect, we should start turning a few ornaments
to decorate the tree. There will be more information on this event in future posts and meetings.
As always, turn safely and have fun. See you on the 17th.

Norman
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President's Creative Challenge
This month, the creative challenge is a turning using two
or more species of wood . Given that we have a Summer
Picnic in lieu of a regular meeting, you get an extra
month to work on this one, so be inventive and artistic....
but don't forget to bring your piece to the September
meeting!

July Program Recap
Seri Robinson , PhD gave us a colorful Thursday

evening presentation on spalting. Dr. Robinson is an
Associate Professor in the Wood Science &
Engineering Dept at Oregon State University's
College of Forestry, and we were pleased to learn
from her that she had just gotten tenure (huzzah!).
Seri began with a definition for spalting: a color
produced in wood by a fungus. Interestingly, these
colors are permanent -- they are quite resistant to UV
fading.
Spalting is divided into three main types: white rot,
zone lines, and pigmentation.
White rot fungi, common in hardwoods, has a bleaching effect on the wood. It also progressively
decreases the weight and strength of the wood, which leads to "punky" wood (softening of the
wood's structure, so that a fingernail can easily compress or dent it).
Zone lines are winding lines and thin streaks that often appear black because the melanin colors
are so concentrated, but the lines are almost never actually a true black. In North America, most
of the zone lines are green, brown, or red, but they also can be shades of orange, pink, purple or
other colors. These are "boundary lines" that the fungus uses to protect its resources. With a half
smile, Dr. Robinson noted that the zone lines were essentially nothing more than "fungus vomit".
Pigmentation is caused when fungi produce extracellular pigments inside wood. Pigmenting
fungi classified as spalting fungi do decay the wood, but they do so at a slower rate than white
rotting fungi. Seri went on to explain that many trees make colors on their own, but this is not
spalting and the colors are much less permanent.
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July Program Recap (Cont'd)
Fungi have certain requirements to live: a suitable food source (i.e., wood), water, warmth, and
oxygen. If the moisture content of a piece of wood falls below 20%, the fungi can no longer
survive (thus, one way to halt the spalting process is to dry the wood). Most fungi grow well at
around room temperature or a bit higher (70-85 degrees F). The oxygen requirement of fungi is
not high, but submerging or waterlogging the wood can inhibit their growth.
While all woods can spalt, some woods (such as dense tropical hardwoods) take an extremely
long time, and naturally dark woods such as walnut will not show the spalting well. Best woods
for spalting are the light colored, medium density hardwoods like birch, alder, maple, chestnut
and poplar. Certain woods spalt quickly and rather rapidly become punky and soft if not
monitored regularly (think birch or aspen, for example).

Turkey Tail Fungus (Trametes versicolor)

Dr. Robinson identified several spalting fungi with
world-wide distributions, including Turkey Tail
(Trametes versicolor), which generally requires another
fungus "threatening" it in order to produce zone lines,
Dead Man's Finger (Xylaria polymorpha), which can
make zone lines all by itself, and Green Elf's Cup
(Chlorociboria aeruginascens) which colors the wood
blue-green. Any of these can be used for D.I.Y. spalting,
but Seri warned that the process is slow and not always
predictable. Contamination is not uncommon. Pure
cultures can be obtained from culture banks in the U.S.
for around $200-$300. Currently, Seri no longer
encourages DIY spalting, as there are easier ways.
As a product of Seri's research, it is now possible to
extract the pigments created by spalting fungi. The
harsh solvent used to perform the extraction is
dichloromethane (paint stripper). A whole rainbow of
colors can be successfully extracted. The colors will
not cross zone lines, and they strongly resist fading. In
addition to their artistic use in woodwrking, they have
potential uses in solar cells, batteries, deck paint and
dyeing textiles. Seri and her group has the ability to
form zone lines, but this is not commercially ready yet.

Dead Man's Finger Fungus (Xylaria polymorpha)
When asked about the type of finish to use on spalted work, Keri
shared a couple of her thoughts on the topic. The first was that a
topcoat is preferred for creating a uniform level of glossiness for
the piece. Different regions of the piece will absorb finish at
different rates. Her second consideration was to use no finish at
all. Keri said that for her own turnings, lately she has increasingly
been going with no finish, and finds it aesthetically pleasing, not
to mention a lot less work.
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RIGHT: A vial of
orange pigment
that has been
resolubilized with
DCM and is now
ready to be applied to the wood
with a pipette or
fine brush.

July Program Recap (Cont'd)

A piece with orange zone lines that was sealed
and finished with a gloss top coat.

Detail of piece turned by Seri Robinson and left unfinished.

During the course of the evening, Dr. Robinson eliminated a number of common myths about
spalting. She made it clear that when attempting your own spalting, it is neither necessary nor
advisable to pour beer on the wood in order to promote the spalting process. The beer provides
no advantages, nor does running the beer through your kidneys before applying it to the wood
help (yuck!).
Perhaps the most significant myth that Seri dispelled concerns the health risks of working with
spalted wood. The fungi that spalt wood are not fungi that cause human disease. While it is
important to avoid wood dust inhalation by using a dust collection system and suitable mask or
respirator, inhaling dust from spalted wood is no more dangerous or worrisome than inhaling
dust from non-spalted wood.
For those interested in delving further into
the fascinating world of spalting, Dr. Seri
Robinson has written a book on the topic:

Spalted Wood: The History, Science, and
Art of a Unique Material

ABOVE: Table with spalted top by Bill Rawls.
BELOW: Closeup of tabletop showing zone lines.
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Mt. Vernon Top Turning
On July 20, under blue skies and abundant sunshine, a stalwart gang of woodturners created
gorgeous tops at the Mount Vernon Children's Art Festival . Many thanks to Rod Parker, Ron

Radliff, Dave Blair, Tal Birdsong, Ed Frank, Melanie Mankamyer, Ray Shields, Rick Anderson,
and Norman Lanford for taking the time to come out and bring smiles to innumerable little
faces.

For those who didn't get the chance to turn tops at Hillcrest Park this year, your next
opportunity will be at Civic Field in Bellingham on Sat., Aug 3 or at the Anacortes Arts Festival.
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Upcoming Programs
August 17 - Now that summer is really and truly here, it's
time to gear up for our Summer Potluck Picnic and Tool
Auction. The picnic will once again take place at Val
and Laura Matthews' picturesque homestead in Bow,
WA. Plan to bring an appetizer, salad, side dish, or
dessert. The club will provide burgers and brats with all
the fixings. Soft drinks available or bring your favorite
adult beverage. Things will get underway at 1 pm. See
the map and details on the next page.

September 19 - Our guest demonstrator for the evening will
be "Cap'n Jack" Wayne, who has given several past
presentations to the club. He regularly provides turning
classes through the Woodcraft store in Seattle. At the time
this newsletter went to press, the details of his
demonstration were in the process of being worked out.
More information will be available in next month's edition.

October 1 7 - In keeping with a tradition that goes back well

over a decade, we are delighted to once again have some of
our members confirm the level of in-house talent by putting
on a Play Day, or round-robin of topics/projects that will
enrich, enlighten and entertain you. The number of
stations will be approximately five; subject matter of the
demos is TBD, but suffice it to say there will be something
for everyone.
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August Potluck Picnic
Hear ye, hear ye! All members of NWW and
NCWA are invited to join us for our annual potluck
picnic at Val & Laura Matthews scenic spread.

WHERE: 7550 Ershig Rd, Bow, WA
WHEN: Saturday, August 17
TIME: 1 :00 pm to 5:00 pm
Each year the turners and flat woodworkers gather
for an enjoyable afternoon of comraderie and fine
eating. Nobody goes away hungry. Grilled brats,
hamburgers, hot dogs and veggie burgers will be
provided by the clubs. And of course there is the
infamous silent tool auction, which is completed
right about 4 pm.

YOU BRING: • Your sterling self (spouses and S.O.s are also most welcome)
• An appetizer, salad, side dish or dessert to share
• Your beverage of choice, soft or hard (water, soft drinks will be available)
• Camp chair or similar for each derriere in your party
• Sunscreen, jacket, or both, as appropriate
Also, if you have a spare tool or jig that you no longer use much, you might want to bring that
along, too. "One man's trash is another man's treasure," as the saying goes. You can set a
minimum bid and see what it goes for in the silent auction, or you can set a specific price if
you prefer. And since you may find something that tickles your own fancy, don't neglect to
bring along: • Loose cash for the auction

(See map on next page if you need directions)
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Map to Laura & Val Matthews' Homestead

If you get lost or stuck in quicksand, call Val/Laura at 360-757-7730 .
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Sawdust Saturday
Sawdust Saturdays have been designed by club volunteers to help new turners develop skills and
be introduced to different opportunities in wood turning. Classes are held at Gerrit Van Ness'
studio shop in Bayview. We begin the class at 9 am and wrap up about 3 pm. Our club has eight
midi-lathes available to learn on as well as a basic set of turning tools for each lathe.
The most recent session was: Introduction

Sat., July 27
Next session will be: Basic Bowl Turning
Sat., Sept 28

to Spindle Turning

Check the monthly newsletter for regular updates. The cost for
each session is $10 unless otherwise specified (occasionally a
session will be offered for free). Sign-up sheets will be available
during our regular meetings. For any questions or further
information, contact Rod Parker at rodney.parker@cox.net.

Can You Help a Former Member?
George Newberry, a longtime club member who moved
to Costa Rica, has a problem with his Delta 46-460 lathe.
The reset switch pops off when he turns the lathe on.

He is curious if anyone in the club has this lathe and
could help him troubleshoot. He has opened the lathe
and the switch doesn’t look overheated. He has tried to
get the part but apparently Delta said the part is no longer
available. He is curious if someone knows how to make
one or bypass it.
If you have any thoughts on George's dilemma, you can contact him at the following email
address: george.newberry@outlook.com

We are in the process of figuring out a routine system to
assure that all our cleanup tasks get accomplished at the end
of each meeting in addition to putting away the chairs and
tables. Further info will be forthcoming, but most of the
individual tasks would take less than 5 minutes so we hope
most of you would be willing to help us out.
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Top Turning Coming to B'ham
Bellingham Park & Rec's Kids' Fest is coming this Saturday, Aug 3 from 11 am to 3 pm at Civic
Stadium (1355 Civic Field Way). It's a great outreach opportunity, so please join us for a fun few
hours of top turning. Here's a map to get to Civic Stadium in case you need one.

We will be just outside the track on the west
side of the field (on the left as you view the
stadium from its large parking lot).
Water and snacks will be available. Likely
Parks & Rec will provide pizza at lunchtime.
Bring top blanks if you have them, although
several of us will have extras to share. We will
begin set up a little after 10 am so feel free to
come early if you would like.
If you have any questions, feel free to contact
Ray Shields at 360-671 -3072 .
HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!
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Know Your Woods
Chechen (Metopium brownei), sometimes referred to as

Caribbean Rosewood or Black Poisonwood, is from the
Dominican Republic, Cuba, Jamaica, Guatemala, Belize, and
southeastern Mexico. Trees grow 50 - 115 ft tall with a 3-5 ft
trunk diameter.
Heartwood color is highly varied, with red, orange, and
brown contrasted with darker stripes of blackish brown.
Color tends to shift to a darker reddish brown wirh age. Well
defined sapwood is a pale yellow.
Chechen's grain is usually straight, but may be wild or
interlocked. Uniform medium to fine texture and good natural
luster. The wood is very durable. It turns, glues and finishes
well.
Although severe reactions are quite uncommon, Chechen has
been reported as a sensitizer. Most common reactions simply
include eye and skin irritation.
Chechen is generally available as lumber, though turning
blanks and thin crat lumber is also sold. It is often touted as a
low-cost substitute for more expensive tropical woods, and
prices should be moderate.
Its alternate name, Black Poisonwood, comes from its toxic
sap, which turns black and causes severe skin reactions
similar to poison ivy. However, the wood itself is safe to
handle. Because of its density, natural luster, and beautiful
coloration, Chechen is sometimes referred to as Caribbean
Rosewood, though it is not a true rosewood in the Dalbergia
genus.
_____________________
From THE WOOD DATABASE
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Turning on the Web* ...
Contributed by Rick Anderson
For those of us who harvest & process our own
wood, the chainsaw is an essential tool. Like
many pieces of power equipment the chainsaw
is a great labor saver…...AND improperly used
can be dangerous. The average chainsaw injury
requires 110 stitches! And like most power
equipment it takes maintenance and adjusting.
In past years our club benefitted greatly from the years of knowledge and expertise of Jerry
Holmes. Logger Jerry, an honorary lifetime NWW member, not only knows how to properly
use a chainsaw, but also was an expert in sharpening and maintaining the tool. He shared that
knowledge with an annual Sawdust Saturday…..and any other time we had a saw question.
Unfortunately, Jerry has moved to be closer to family and we will no longer benefit from his
knowledge. So here's some videos that cover the same ground…..except for dropping a tree on
a paper cup target like Jerry could do!
The first video comes from the Washington State Department of Labor & Industries. While
geared for the professional, most applies to us amateurs too. After all, kickback can be lethal
whether amateur or professional!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= SqrV73Q1 SPU
The next video is a broad overview of chainsaws including safety, sharpening, maintenance, and
use. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= l_WdFM6EFSU
Cut wood…..Turn wood…..BE SAFE!
*The internet contains a wealth of information of value to woodturners. Some is direct “how to”
articles and videos ...other resources provide inspiration and techniques which can be applied to our
craft. But remember, the internet is unedited, so beware of poor and unsafe techniques.

Cookie Roster
Our cookie volunteers bring 2-3 dozen cookies each to our regular meetings. Home-made or
store-bought, either way works -- they all seem to disappear before the end of the meeting. Our
thanks to those who have already brought cookies this year.

Cookie Volunteers for September:
J. Mike Russell
Charley Drake
Ray Shields
Phil Urrup
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Club Contacts
Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt. Vernon, WA 98373

President

Norman Lanford
President@nwwwt.org

Vice President

Rod Parker
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

Secretary

Gary Moore
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Treasurer

Phil Kezele
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Members at Large

Giovanni Monteferrante

gmonteferrante@gmail.com
Jeffrey Moore

jpmjpm33@hotmail.com

Website Chairperson

Kyland Holmes
kyland.holmes@gmail.com

208-651-3122

360-941-4408

Education Outreach Chairperson
George Way
georgerway@gmail.com

Mentoring Chairperson
Rod Parker

rodney.parker@cox.net

360-293-7305

480-338-3395

Sawdust Saturday Chairperson

407-342-2787

Rod Parker

rodney.parker@cox.net

480-338-3395

Library Chairperson

425-686-8430

Tom Thornton

425-213-4353

Les Books
l.books09@gmail.com

Michael McCunn
Membership@nwwwt.org

206-372-5123

Rick Terney

Programs Chairperson

Assisted by:

360-671-7141

360-341-3731

rick.terney@gmail.com

Angela Hills
angelahills@hotmail.com

480-338-3395

David Pettenski

dpettenski@msn.com

Membership Chairperson

512-751-1272

theoldchipmaker@comcast.net

Gallery Photographer
Ron Radliff
usaf.463@live.com

Newsletter Editor

Ray Shields
rayshields@msn.com

360-293-5067

206-787-0367
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425-948-6717

360-707-1319

360-671-3072

Classified Ads
This space is set aside for contributors and for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood,
etc. Please submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.

Have some hand-me-down tools
you would like to donate?
Contact our Store Manager, Rich
Turpin (kydso2@hotmail.com), or
bring the tools to a Thurs. regular
meeting. Thank you!!!

to our Club members
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Ads (Cont'd)

1401 E St
Bellingham, WA 98225

Please note that Craft Supplies provides our club with
several hundred dollars in Gift Certificates each year.
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Ads (Cont'd)

JET JML 1014 Mini Lathe

FOR SALE
JET JML 1014 Mini Lathe, an ideal choice for the novice wood turner looking for an
affordable user friendly first lathe! This sturdy smooth-running mini-lathe has the
power, precision and versatility to turn out any number of projects.

FEATURES
· 14+” between centers; 10" swing over bed
· 1/2 HP motor retrofitted for variable speed: works great
· Adjustable sturdy JET stand
· Original owner; comes with owner’s manual
· Clean and gently used

$199.00
Contact: Marie Bishop at 360-739-4579 (Bellingham)
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Outtakes
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