
Northwest Washington Woodturners
A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for October, 2019

About NWW...

The Club meets every 3rd Thursday of the
month. There is no meeting in Dec. Time:
6:30pm No host dinner beginning at 5:30pm.

We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid St (Exit 226).
Turn east up Kincaid to S. 13th St, turn right
(south). Hillcrest Park is approx. 6 blocks
south on 13th St. The Lodge is located in the
NW corner of the parking lot, beyond the
tennis courts.

Meetings are open to anyone interested in
woodturning. All skill levels from beginners
to advanced turners are welcome.
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President's Letter

Fellow Woodturners,

Our October meeting was,
as we have come to expect,
a wonderful success. For
this annual “Play Day”
several of our own club
members demonstrated a

variety of turning projects and techniques for us.
A big thanks to them for this fun educatonal
experience, for showing us some new ideas,
and for answering our questions.

I also want to thank those unsung heros who
made this, and every month’s meetings, go so
smoothly. Each month before the meeting, some
members reliably arrive early to help set up the
room; to insure that the proper lathe(s) are ready
for the meeting; to set up the store; to set up the
video, lighting, and sound systems; and to make
the coffee. After each meeting, volunteers
remain to insure that the room is cleaned and
ready to turn back to the Parks Department.
Each of these things are necessary to make our
meetings possible. Thank you all for your help
each month.

This month’s meeting will be the annual
Holiday Party on November 21 st. Setup will
begin earlier, about 4 pm, with the main event
getting underway around 6 pm. The club will
provide two hams and two turkeys. The
remainder of the meal is pot luck. Everyone is
encouraged to bring a side dish, salad, or
dessert of your choice to share. The club will
provide plates, cups, napkins, and silverware.
There will be the bucket raffle and a silent
auction which will include some prime wood
pieces and some pieces turned during the year
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by guest demonstrators. See you all there.

Our holiday party is also the traditional time to elect new officers and Members-at-large. We
have two openings for Members at large, and one for Secretary. If you are interested, contact
one of the current officers at the meeting.

The Board recently reviewed the popularity and success of the tool raffle and authorized
spending to continue it for 2020. If you have a particular tool you would like to see in the raffle
please let an officer or board member know.

Please remember that at the October meeting the club voted to keep the annual dues at $35 for
new members joining before June 30th of each year, and for renewing members who renew at
or before the February meeting (after the February meeting, renewal will be $40), and new
members joining after July 1st will pay $20 for the balance of the year. Please try to renew
early, as an accurate report of our numbers affect things such as the number of gift certificates
Craft Supplies gives to the club each quarter. These certificates are normally given by the
President to those who participate in the President’s Challenge or in some other club activity.

The Board also decided to participate in the Christmas Tree decorating activity every other year,
on even numbered years. So look forward to that activity in 2020.

Being relatively new to turning myself, I am probably not the best person to give technical
turning advice. I can, however, make encouraging observations, especially to our newer turners.
Since it is the Christmas season and we can make gifts of some of our turnings, I heartily
recommend that you do so. One reason is that most of our friends and family have probably
never had a hand made item in their lives, so they will appreciate anything you make in your
shop for them. Secondly, don’t worry if the item is not perfect. You are the only one who knows
it isn’t. I will illustrate with a true story I have told to some of our newer turners.

I was strolling around an event where there was a booth with turnings on display. I was nearby
and noticed someone who acted as if he had some experience pick up a small bowl from the
table. As he looked at it, he said, rather loudly, “I don’t like this. The shape is wrong, it’s too
thick, the proportions are wrong, etc., etc.,” and put it back down. I continued to check out the
displays and happened back by that booth a few minutes later. This time I noticed a woman
pick up that exact bowl. She turned to her companion and commented, “Isn’t this the prettiest
thing you’ve seen all day. I just love it.” I don’t know if she bought it, but the two reactions to
that bowl reminded me that beauty is, indeed, in the eye of the beholder. Art is not limited to
the golden mean, or Greek proportions. If you made it and like it, the person you give it to, or
sell it to, will too. Enjoy and be creative.

As always, turn safely and have fun. See you on the 21st.

President's Letter (Cont'd)

Norman
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October Program Recap

Ed Frank provided an overview of sharpening
techniques for various types of turning tools. He also
talked about some jigs that can be handy for specific
sharpening jobs. These included well known jigs, such as
the Wolverine/Vari-grind system, but also some of his
own custom made jigs like his wooden triangle for
sharpening 3 sided pyramid point tools. It should be
noted that, in keeping with his chosen topic for the
evening, Ed even dressed "sharply" in striped shirt and
suspenders.

Lucinda Van Valkenburg provided a plethora of
information about the process she uses in producing
segmented vessels. Depending on the particular project,
she uses one of several software programs designed
specifically for segmented work (she showed one of the
programs, that was on her laptop). She brought several
meticulously constructed jigs that permit her to cut the
individual segments with considerable precision. She
had many tips for making the process more efficient,
and even demonstrated
her technique for doing
the glue up, using Tite-
bond Molding/Trim Glue.

After the club's October business items were taken care of, President Norman Lanford
introduced the evening's "dignitaries" (possibly not the best word to describe the six highly
skilled but modestly casual club members who each had volunteered to give an informal
presentation on a particular aspect of woodturning, and to answer questions from audience
members). All of the presentations occurred simultaneously, so our in-house experts came
prepared for repetition and minor chaos over the course of the evening....and all survived!
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October Program Recap (Cont'd)

Rick Anderson channeled his artistic side
as he cut patterns into end grain pieces
using several different texturing tools, and
then further embellished them with Gilder's
paste wax (available from Craft Supplies and
other stores for around $13 per 1 oz tin,
which goes a long, long way). He uses the
technique to good advantage for some of his
high end tops and ornaments.

Rod Parker stirred audience members' creative
juices when showing how to make awls and
similar tools with custom turned handles. Believe
it or not, for the awl's steel rod he uses sturdy
music wire. For the ferrule, Rod most often uses a
short length of rigid copper tubing, or sometimes
brass.

Molly Winton, in her usual relaxed but clear and
organized manner, took interested members through
a step-by-step demonstration on turning small hollow
forms. As she has mentioned to us before, these small
pieces take relatively little time, are fun to make, and
are a perfect use for those expensive exotic wood
scraps.....although nearly any wood will do.
Throughout her presentation, she tossed out tips and
cautionary hints on things to watch out for (such as
how to avoid inadvertently turning through the lower
third of the vessel while hollowing it).

Tal Birdsong, who is one of our most regular
volunteers at the club's various top turning
events, provided a virtuoso performance of his
top turning skills. While Tal could undoubtedly
turn a top with a sharp skew while blindfolded and standing on
one foot, his modesty and sanity have thankfully prevented any
attempts at this. He did, however, take time to explain the
process to some of the newer turners in particular, which he
hopes will encourage them to participate in at least one of the
coming year's turning events.
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Upcoming Programs

November 21 - Our Holiday Potluck Party will close out
NWW's activities for 2019. Come help us celebrate another
pleasant and successful woodturning year. The party will
get underway at 6 pm. Bring along an appetizer, salad, side
dish or dessert. The club will be cooking up ham and
turkey for your gustatory delight. You are welcome to bring
an adult beverage of your choice, especially if you bring
enough to share with the friend sitting next to you!

December, 2019 - We do not hold a regular meeting in
December so that you can spend more time over the
holidays with your family and fiends. See you in January!

January 16, 2019 - We will be starting off the year with a
bang! It will be a memorable program, to be sure. Exactly
WHAT the program will be was not available before this
October issue goes to press however, so look for an
announcement in a future issue. It'll be really good,
though.



Holiday Party Planning
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New Membership Fees Are Official

The NWW Board, at their last meeting, noted the vote at the October regular meeting that
approved a modified annual membership dues schedule as follows:

Astute members will quickly recognize that the new fee structure is designed to encourage more
timely membership renewals. This in turn promotes earlier completion of our official member-
ship roster, which is needed for certain vendors to continue providing gift certificates or
discounts to verified members. Thank you in advance for your timely renewal!

• Renewing members will pay an annual fee of $35
if paid before or during the regular February meeting.
After the February meeting the annual fee increases to $40.

• New members will pay an annual fee of $35; those joining
after July 1 will pay $20 for the remainder of the year.

Final arrangements for the Holiday Party on Nov 21 st are being completed. Plan to be there,
and of course bring your Significant Other (hot or not) along, too.

For those of you who were kind enough to donate an item to our traditional Bucket Raffle, it
would be wonderful to receive them prior to the event so that we can arrange for the proper
number of "buckets" and determine optimal layout. If possible, please bring your donated
item(s) to one of these two locations after contacting the collection coordinator:

1) Angela Hills (208-651-3122) - Grizzly Tools showroom, Bellingham
2) Rod Parker (480-338-3395) - 2520 259th St NW, Stanwood

Finally, many hands make short work, so if you are willing to stick around for a short while to
help with the cleanup afterwards, we would be immensely gratefu. Even 10 minutes would
make a big difference.

See
You
There!



Know Your Woods

Buckeye (Aesculus flava and A. glabra), is native to the
eastern U.S. It grows 50-75 ft tall with a 1.5 -2 ft trunk
diameter.

Heartwood is a creamy white or light yellow, not clearly
demarcated from the white sapwood. Buckeye burl can
feature reddish brown knots, with light to dark gray swirls of
discoloring.

Buckeye has a fine, even texture. Grain tends to be straight or
slightly interlocked. It has poor decay resistance. It is easy to
work, but its unusually low density can lead to fuzzy sur-
faces, similar to aspen and cottonwood. It glues and finishes
well.

Buckeye is not typically used for lumber due to its low
density and strength (it is one of the softest and lightest
hardwoods native to the U.S.). Burls are more valuable and
are sold for smaller specialty purposes, such as guitar tops,
pen blanks, and other small turned objects.

The burl sections of Buckeye are much more prized, and
their light-on-dark knot clusters and unique, almost black
discolorations make them sought after for a variety of
specialty and hobbyiat applications.

From THE WOOD DATABASE

7



Turning on the Web* ...

*The internet contains a wealth of information of value to woodturners. Some is direct “how to”
articles and videos ...other resources provide inspiration and techniques which can be applied to our
craft. But remember, the internet is unedited, so beware of poor and unsafe techniques.

Contributed by Rick Anderson
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COMING ON MARCH 21, 2020…...
NICK AGAR!

Our annual All Day Demo for the coming
year is finally finalized! Nick Agar hails
from England and is a Registered
Professional Turner…..a designation
exclusive to Great Britain as well as an
elected member of the Devon Guild of
Craftsmen.

Nick is a talented turner in all aspects of the craft, and has gained a world wide reputation for
his texturing, coloring and other embellishment on bowls, hollow forms, platters, wall
sculpture and more…..including his signature Viking Sunset Bowls. I had the pleasure of
watching Nick during 3 sessions at the Utah Symposium in 2017. His demos are lively,
entertaining and informative. We are in for a very enjoyable experience during Nick's visit to
our club next March. He will be doing a meeting night presentation followed by classes on
Friday and Sunday as well as the main event…..his All Day Demo on Saturday March 21.
Registration information will be forthcoming very soon. Mark your calendars now!

Here's a link to Nick's website for many more details about Nick and his craft…..be sure to
check it out: https://www.turningintoart.com/

Top Turning at North Pole Event

Want to turn tops at the North Pole? Perhaps not, since you would
need an extra-heavy parka and it is a reeeeeaaaaally long commute.
However, the Imagine Children's Museum in Everett is having a
North Pole Party on Saturday, November 30th and is looking for a
few stalwart top turners. It is a much shorter commute, and no
parka is required. We have a couple members signed up already,
but would like to have a few more. It's a fun event.

Want to give it a whirl? Of course you do! The event runs 10am to
2pm. Contact Tal Birdsong for further details: talrose@msn.com or
360-435-7192



Club Contacts

President
Norman Lanford 512-751-1272
President@nwwwt.org

Vice President
Rod Parker 480-338-3395
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

Secretary
Gary Moore 360-671-7141
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Treasurer
Phil Kezele 206-372-5123
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Members at Large
Giovanni Monteferrante 407-342-2787
gmonteferrante@gmail.com

Jeffrey Moore 425-686-8430
jpmjpm33@hotmail.com

David Pettenski 360-341-3731
dpettenski@msn.com

Rick Terney 425-213-4353
rick.terney@gmail.com

Programs Chairperson
Les Books 360-293-5067
l.books09@gmail.com

Website Chairperson
Ray Shields 360-671-3072
rayshields@msn.com

Membership Chairperson
Angela Hills 208-651-3122
angelahills@hotmail.com

Assisted by:
Michael McCunn 360-941-4408
Membership@nwwwt.org

Education Outreach Chairperson
George Way 360-293-7305
georgerway@gmail.com

Mentoring Chairperson
Rod Parker 480-338-3395
rodney.parker@cox.net

Sawdust Saturday Chairperson
Rod Parker 480-338-3395
rodney.parker@cox.net

Library Chairperson
Tom Thornton 425-948-6717
theoldchipmaker@comcast.net

Gallery Photographer
Ron Radliff 360-707-1319
usaf.ret@outlook.com

Newsletter Editor
Ray Shields 360-671-3072
rayshields@msn.com

Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt. Vernon, WA 98373
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to our Club members

Have some hand-me-down tools
you would like to donate?

Contact our Store Manager, Rich
Turpin (kydso2@hotmail.com), or
bring the tools to a Thurs. regular
meeting. Thank you!!!

Classified Ads

This space is set aside for contributors and for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood,
etc. Please submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.
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Please note that Craft Supplies provides our club with

several hundred dollars in Gift Certificates each year.

1401 E St
Bellingham, WA 98225

Please note that Craft Supplies provides our club with

several hundred dollars in Gift Certificates each year.

Ads (Cont'd)
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Ads (Cont'd)
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Nearly new 3M Full Face Respirator · designed for staining/painting, sanding,
vapor protection.

For your purchase price you get not only the full face respirator mask, but an
additional 24 new lens replacement covers for a valued added cost of $25 and
4 new filters valued at $30.

Size small mask is in excellent condition and fits me at 5’1” and my slender son-in-
law at 5’8”. This is a great deal at only $99.

Contact Marie Bishop at 360-739-4579 (Bellingham)

RESPIRATOR FOR SALE

• Reuseable, lightweight, with easy to adjust head straps.
• Cool flow exhalation valve is designed to make breathing easier.
• Center adapter directs exhaled breath and moisture downward.
• Large lens is coated for scratch resistance.

PRICE REDUCTION!

Your h
oliday

shopp
ing ju

st got
easier

!

$79



Outtakes

13

Ads (Cont'd)

Pr
in

te
d

w
ith

th
e

ki
nd

pe
rm

is
si

on
of
D
av
e
B
la
ir


	Text189: 


