
Northwest Washington Woodturners
A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for November, 2019

About NWW...

The Club meets every 3rd Thursday of the
month. There is no meeting in Dec. Time:
6:30pm No host dinner beginning at 5:30pm.

We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid St (Exit 226).
Turn east up Kincaid to S. 13th St, turn right
(south). Hillcrest Park is approx. 6 blocks
south on 13th St. The Lodge is located in the
NW corner of the parking lot, beyond the
tennis courts.

Meetings are open to anyone interested in
woodturning. All skill levels from beginners
to advanced turners are welcome.
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President's Letter

Fellow Woodturners,

This is my last President’s
Message and I wish to thank
all of you, the club members,
who made this past year so
successful and rewarding. I
sincerely enjoyed working

with all of you and attending, and participating
in, as many club events as I could. The club
should be proud of its popular public outreach
events that take place throughout the year. Most
of them will be scheduled again in 2020, so we
can all plan accordingly. Our next meeting will
be on Thursday, January 16, 2020, at which
time our current Vice President, Rod Parker will
be the President, and Angela Hills will be the
Vice President. I will join the ranks of previous
presidents, all of whom work to assist in the
club’s continued success.

The club’s last sponsored function for the year
was a top turning event in Everett on November
30th, capping off a year of contribution to the
public by members of the club. Speaking of
tops, as of this writing I am in possession of the
871 tops turned by club members this year for
the Toys for Tots. They will be properly
delivered on time to the distributing agency as
in the past. Thank all of you who contributed to
this significant gesture. The empty top box will
be at the January meeting to begin the refill for
next year.

The November Holiday Dinner was a brilliant
success, of course, thanks to those who cooked,
brought in their favorite dishes, set up, arranged
the auctions and raffle, and stayed to clean the
building for its return to the Parks Department.
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Norman Lanford

(Continued on next page)
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As with every meeting, there were a good number of club members working behind the scenes
to insure the dinner’s success. Thank you all.

At the November holiday dinner, we elevated our membership chair person, Angela Hills, from
that position to the Vice Presidency. This, in turn, opens the Membership Chair for anyone
wishing to volunteer for it. The club also needs someone to take over as Secretary to the board
of directors. If you are interested in either position, contact any officer or director. Tal Birdsong

and Sherri Greenleaf have agreed to assume the two At Large directorships and are welcome
members of the board.

Please remember that the annual dues are due, and the $35 per year rate is good through the
February meeting, and will be $40 for renewals after that meeting.

The tool raffle remains popular and will continue to be part of our 2020 meetings. If you have a
particular tool you would like to see in the raffle please let an officer or board member know.

The Board is already busy planning the sequence of classes for Sawdust Saturdays for next year,
and for programs and demonstrations for the monthly meetings. If you have any input contact
any officer or director.

The annual All Day Demonstration is scheduled for Saturday, March 21 , 2020 at the Anacortes
First Baptist Church, 2717 J Avenue, Annacortes, WA 98221. It will feature turner, wood artist
and instructor Nick Agar. Price for the event, including lunch, is $45 until February 21st, and
$55 thereafter. This will be the club’s 11th annual all day event and if the past is any indication,
it will be memorable. Please plan to come and enjoy both the learning experience and the
personal association with other turners.

I wish all of you a fun, safe, and prosperous holiday season and look forward to seeing each of
you again next year. As always, have fun turning and stay safe.

President's Letter (Cont'd)

Norman

Board Positions Open

Yes indeed, our club really does need YOU.
We have two critical openings on the Board:

PLEASE consider accepting one of these positions.
We want you! We need you!

• Secretary
• Membership Chairperson



3

November Holiday Party Recap

On Thursday evening, Nov 21st, the party
got hopping without delay. Bucket raffle
items were on the tables and getting
showered with tickets, and hors d'oeuvres
were being served well before 6 pm. For
the main meal, a whole cornucopia of
delectable dishes were offered up to
accompany the hot turkey and ham fresh
from the oven. And as always, through
some arcane perturbation of chaos theory,
the array of side dish selections was
perfectly balanced: salads, beans, mashed
potatoes and gravy, rolls, cranberries -- you
name it. Oh, and the desserts. Delicious,
and all calorie-free (well, okay, maybe not
totally...).

After dinner but prior to ticket drawing for bucket raffle winners, a short meeting was held for the
election of officers. In accordance with our by-laws, our current Vice President, Rod Parker, will
become NWW's new President on Jan 1. Nominations were opened for a new VP and Angela

Hills was the sole nominee. With her consent, she was voted in by unanimous acclamation.
Unfilled at the moment are the Secretary and two Member-At-Large positions.* Please consider
volunteering for one of these positions, and contact any board member of your interest.

*LATE BREAKING NEWS: Toward the end of the evening, Sherri Greenleaf kindly accepted one of the
Member-At-Large positions, and before long Tal Birdsong agreed to assume the remaining Member-At-
Large position. We extend our sincere appreciation to both of these kind-hearted individuals.
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Holiday Party (Cont'd)

Following the brief election meeting, the microphone was turned over to Senior Elf (SElf?)
Melanie and her speedy minions, Angela and James. A steady stream of tickets were drawn from
the "buckets". The tickets were of several colors, apparently because we were getting down to
the dregs of our ticket rolls. In fact, so many red, white and blue tickets were present that some
members began to wonder which holidays we were celebrating!



At the close of the festivities, it was gratifying to see the
number of people who stayed around to help clean up --
THANK YOU!

Enjoy the holidays, don't eat ALL of the pie yourself,
and we will see you in January!
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Upcoming Programs
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December, 2019 - In keeping with our longstanding
tradition, we do not hold a regular meeting in December so
that you can spend more time over the holidays with your
family and friends. If it turns out that you have neither
family nor friends, we apologize. Feel quite free to show
up on the doorstep of any of our Board members (although
in fairness, exactly what they do with you is entirely up to
their discretion). At any rate, we will plan to see you in
January!

January 16, 2019 - We will be starting off the year with a
bang! John Shrader is an award winning woodturner from
Seattle who last demonstrated for our club in 2012. He is
a retired Boeing engineer who has always enjoyed hands-
on work. For this demonstration, John will show how to
put a silver inlay into a bowl (the process is applicable to
metals other than silver as well). See you there!

February 20, 2020 - Our guest will be Dale Larson of
Gresham, OR. Dale has been an active turner for more
than 40 years, and is a past President of the AAW. He is
best known for turning bowls from Pacific Northwest
hardwoods like madrone and big leaf maple. He is a
frequent demonstrator at AAW Symposiums and has
taught at Arrowmont and the John C Campbell Folk
School. On Thursday evening he will be discussing and
demonstration turning spheres by eye.



Shop Tours in 2020?
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Wood turning is multifaceted in many ways such as
items turned (bowls, platters, boxes, pens, etc.),
mediums used (e.g. various wood species, bone,
antler, etc), Tools (chainsaws, lathes, bandsaws,
gouges, skews, etc). The shops that our members
work, play and possibly live in are equally
multifaceted in terms of space, arrangement,
fixtures, jigs, tools, equipment, lighting, heating,
storage, etc. That being said, the purpose of shop
tours is for members to learn from members by
sharing ideas on how members have overcome
limitations (space, cost, etc.) across the many facets
of shops and furthering camaraderie between
members.

The board has discussed shop tours previously but
the action has been limited to discussion. So here
is a potential opportunity to expand and share your
knowledge about the various facets of wood
turners’ shops. It is evident and proven by this
writers experience that the shop hosts can learn as
much as those visiting and the host can visit other
shops as well. So here is the concept for shop
tours:

1. To be conducted on a Saturday morning with a maximum of three shops to be visited.

2. The shop hosts are identified by geographic region (Bellingham, Mt Vernon, etc) so the
travel time between shops is minimal.

3. Once hosts are identified and correlated to a region, a common Saturday is determined
along with approximate times and a common starting point to meet for potential carpooling.

4. Any member can sign up for the tour at a club meeting.

5. The learning begins.



Know Your Woods

White Oak (Quercus alba), is a strong, beautiful hardwood
found in the eastern U.S. It grows 60-85 ft tall with a 3-4 ft
trunk diameter.

Heartwood is a light to medium brown, commonly with an
olive cast. Nearly white to light brown sapwood is not alwys
sharply demarcated from the heartwood. Quartersawn
sections display prominent ray fleck patterns. Conversely, red
oak tends to be slightly redder, but this is by no means a
reliable method of determining the type of oak.

White Oak's grain is straight, with a coarse, uneven texture.
Growth rings are distinct. Rated as very durable; frequently
used in boatbuilding. Has moderately high shrinkage values,
resulting in mediocre dimensional stability. Glues, stains, and
finishes well.

Abundant availability in a good range of widths and thick-
nesses. Prices are moderate for a domestic hardwood.

From THE WOOD DATABASE
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Turning on the Web* ...

*The internet contains a wealth of information of value to woodturners. Some is direct “how to”
articles and videos ...other resources provide inspiration and techniques which can be applied to our
craft. But remember, the internet is unedited, so beware of poor and unsafe techniques.

Contributed by Rick Anderson
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A few months ago I included a link to a
website for a specific subject. It wasn't until
Ron Radliff pointed out how extensive this
site was that I went back and took a more
thorough look. What I found was an
amazing “encyclopedia” of woodturning
information…..this website is a real gem! It
covers most any woodturning subject you
can think of in great detail, including lots of
photos and videos, many from well known
turners. I'm sure that you will want to bookmark it for ongoing future reference.

https://turnawoodbowl.com/

During the holiday season, build a fire in the fireplace, pull up your favorite chair, and spend
an evening or 2 or 3 exploring. It's a much better read than the latest novel!

TENON
TENDON

=

Woodturning Trivia



Club Contacts

President
Norman Lanford 512-751-1272
President@nwwwt.org

Vice President
Rod Parker 480-338-3395
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

Secretary
Gary Moore 360-671-7141
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Treasurer
Phil Kezele 206-372-5123
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Members at Large
Giovanni Monteferrante 407-342-2787
gmonteferrante@gmail.com

Jeffrey Moore 425-686-8430
jpmjpm33@hotmail.com

David Pettenski 360-341-3731
dpettenski@msn.com

Rick Terney 425-213-4353
rick.terney@gmail.com

Programs Chairperson
Les Books 360-293-5067
l.books09@gmail.com

Website Chairperson
Ray Shields 360-671-3072
rayshields@msn.com

Membership Chairperson
Angela Hills 208-651-3122
angelahills@hotmail.com

Assisted by:
Michael McCunn 360-941-4408
Membership@nwwwt.org

Education Outreach Chairperson
George Way 360-293-7305
georgerway@gmail.com

Mentoring Chairperson
Rod Parker 480-338-3395
rodney.parker@cox.net

Sawdust Saturday Chairperson
Rod Parker 480-338-3395
rodney.parker@cox.net

Library Chairperson
Tom Thornton 425-948-6717
theoldchipmaker@comcast.net

Gallery Photographer
Ron Radliff 360-707-1319
usaf.ret@outlook.com

Newsletter Editor
Ray Shields 360-671-3072
rayshields@msn.com

Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt. Vernon, WA 98373
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to our Club members

Have some hand-me-down tools
you would like to donate?

Contact our Store Manager, Rich
Turpin (kydso2@hotmail.com), or
bring the tools to a Thurs. regular
meeting. Thank you!!!

1401 E St
Bellingham, WA 98225

Classified Ads

This space is set aside for contributors and for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood,
etc. Please submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.
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Please note that Craft Supplies provides our club with

several hundred dollars in Gift Certificates each year.

Please note that Craft Supplies provides our club with

several hundred dollars in Gift Certificates each year.
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Ads (Cont'd)



Ads (Cont'd)

Outtakes
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A brief Thanksgiving conversation...
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