Northwest Washington Woodturners

A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for February, 2020

About NWW...

President's Letter

The Club meets every 3rd Thursday of the
month. There is no meeting in Dec. Time:
6:30pm No host dinner beginning at 5:30pm.

NWW Club Members,
The club had an excellent
presentation from Dale
Larson in Feb. His demonstration of a sphere turning
technique leads to this
Rod Parker
month's President’s
Challenge. The challenge is to turn something
with a spherical influence, anything from an
actual sphere, to a coffee scoop, to ?

We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid St (Exit 226).
Turn east up Kincaid to S. 13th St, turn right
(south). Hillcrest Park is approx. 6 blocks
south on 13th St. The Lodge is located in the
NW corner of the parking lot, beyond the
tennis courts.
Meetings are open to anyone interested in
woodturning. All skill levels from beginners
to advanced turners are welcome.

March is a big month for our club with our
annual All-Day Demo and two full-day classes
with Nick Agar. I’d like to thank all of you who
have volunteered your time and energy to help
make Nick’s visit with NWW a success. We still
have a few openings left for Nick’s all day class
on Bowl turning and embellishment as well as
his class on Platter turning. Please contact Tom
Thornton (chippytom44@gmail.com) if you’d
like to sign up. If you have not yet signed up for
Nick’s all day demo, please do so ASAP so we
have an accurate count for lunch and snacks.
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In an effort to reduce our plastic and paper
waste at the upcoming All-Day Demo, the team
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President's Letter (Cont'd)
Giovanni’s write up elsewhere in the newsletter for further Sawdust Saturday information.
Watch for a new (maybe a collaborative) challenge at our March meeting.
Looking forward to seeing you all at our big March meeting.

Rod

President's Creative Challenge
Prez Parker went "round and round" on this one, but
ultimately threw this month's Challenge wide open: create
anything of a spheroid nature. It doesn't necessarily need
to be a true sphere (ala Dale Larson) although any of those
would be truly welcome. Anything kinda sorta ball shaped
is fine.......perhaps a roundish lidded box or a more-roundthan-usual honey dipper or bottle stopper. We're not overly
picky, although a plain platter simply will not cut it. So get
on the ball and come up with your very own unique
spheroid creation -- and have a ball making it!

Helga Winter - Spheroid on Seaweed

Tool Raffle
Tom Thorton has procured a Sorby Texturing and
Spiraling System for our March meeting's Tool Raffle.
The tool allows you to make both left and right
handed spirals with ease. It features an innovative
rest with indexed reference positions. The set contains
2mm, 4mm, and 6mm spiraling cutters, a texturing
cutter, and instructions for use.
Tool Raffle tickets may be purchased during the first
half of the meeting. The tickets are $2 apiece, or 3 for
$5. The raffle will take place immediately following
the mid-meeting break.
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February Program Recap
Our February demonstrator, Dale Larson , describes himself
as mostly a bowl turner, and indeed he is most recognized for
his beautiful bowls made primarily from locally sourced hardwoods (he lives and works in Gresham, OR and characterizes
madrone as being his favorite). However, he is a 40+ year
turner of many talents, including a well deserved reputation
for his skills in turning spheres...which was his topic for the
evening's demo. In the past Dale has demonstrated sphere
turning at several AAW Symposiums.
As he went about his presentation, Dale spent a little time
discussing the benefits of AAW membership. His enthusiasm
for AAW should surprise no one, as he served two terms on
the AAW Board and is a past President, later receiving the 2019 AAW Honorary Lifetime
Membership. Later on in the evening program he raffled off the two spheres that he had made
and also a T-shirt, with the proceeds going to AAW. Further (and he failed to mention this) he
donated his entire honorarium for this meeting to the AAW.

LEFT: Dale brought with him a
couple of examples of his bowls,
which are both beautiful and
functional. Made from walnut
and maple burl, respectively.

Dale proceeded to turn two separate spheres. He talked about each step along the way and later
on furnished a written summary of the steps, which is reproduced on the next page. Once the
basics are mastered, one can advance to more challenging pieces, such as hollowed, threaded
spheres like the holly and ebony salt and pepper shakers Dale brought with him to show.
Before concluding his presentation, Dale briefly discussed (and showed a series of slides) on
how to go about cutting up a tree to obtain maximum benefit from the crotch pieces.

RIGHT: Lidded spheroid
hollow form.

BELOW: Hollowed and threaded ebony pepper shaker
(opened) and holly salt shaker.

3

February Program Recap (Cont'd)

Turning a sphere

by Dale Larson

I generally turn spheres between 3 1/2 and 5 inches. This is
the size that feels friendly in the hand. Also, smaller than that
and bigger than that are harder to turn. I also turn most
spheres out of burl because I don't have to deal with endgrain.
This is especially true if I am going to put beads on the sphere.
Turning beads on end grain is tough.
1. Put the piece of wood between centers and turn round.
2. True up one end square.
3. Take calipers and measure the diameter.
4. Using the calipers mark the diameter along the length of the cylinder, measuring from the
trued up end.
5. True up second end so the diameter and length are equal.
6. Measure the length of the cylinder and put a pencil mark around the middle of the cylinder.
7. Turn both ends round without going below round or touching the center line. It is better
to leave a little extra wood at this step because you can take it off the next step. Leave a
little flat near the points on each end for measuring.
8. Take the roughed out sphere off the lathe and remove the extra wood where the points
were holding it. Put the cup chucks in the headstock and tailstock livecenter.
9. Looking at the center line of the rough sphere, rotate it 90 degrees and put the line parallel
to the bed of the lathe and lightly close the cup chucks to hold it in place.
10. Using a small ruler center the sphere in the cup chucks. This is done by moving the tool
rest close to the sphere. You have to make the distance from the tool rest to the sphere
the same in two ways. Using the flat on the "ends" of the rough sphere, make them equal
distance from the tool rest. Then use the two sides of the pencil line and make them
equal from the tool rest. This gets the sphere back to center.
11. Tighten cup chucks on sphere.
12. When you turn lathe on now you will see a shadow and a solid sphere. The solid sphere
is round. The out of round is the shadow so turn it off. You have to be nice and use a
light touch or you will knock the sphere out of round.
13. Mark another line on the new center.
14. Take the sphere out of the cup chucks and put both lines parallel to the bed. You will
notice that there are two points where the lines cross from the two pencil marks.
These to crosses go into the cup chucks. This puts both lines parallel to the bed.
15. Center the sphere again using Step 10.
16 When you turn on the lathe there will be a small shadow. Turn this off and you now
have a sphere.
17. If you do each step correctly, turning on three axis results in a sphere. If you make a
mistake and turn it a little small in one area, just mark a new center line and rotate it
90 degrees and turn it again. Repeat this step as many times as needed to get it round.
18. Sand the sphere moving it at least twice between cup chucks for each grit.
Have fun!
[Reprinted with written permission from the author]
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Upcoming Programs

March 19, 2020 - In addition to providing our annual AllDay Demo, Nick Agar will also be the presenter at our

Thursday evening meeting. It is likely he will be creating a
bronzed bowl, although the exact nature of his demo has
not yet been disclosed. But Nick has such a well-earned
reputation for producing beautifully crafted art and also
for providing great demonstrations that it hardly matters.
You are sure to have an enjoyable time while you pick up
tips from a virtuoso turner.

April 16, 2020 - We will be meeting at the Burlington
Community Center, where several of the NWW mentors

will oversee the evening's activities, which will include
some sort of tool swap/sale (so be thinking about what
item(s) you might want to bring). It's shaping up to be an
entertaining and worthwhile meeting for you.

May 21, 2020 - Back at Hillcrest, our guest demonstrator
for the evening will be artist and instructor Jay Shepard .

Jay holds two art degrees (Central Wash State and Arizona
State) and has been a long time member of the Olympic
Peninsula Woodturners. Jay creatively blends his wood
turning, woodworking and painting skills to produce
unique lathe turned and sculpted artwork. You can see
some of his work here: www.jayshepardstudios.com . He
will be discussing finishes and finishing techniques.
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Register Now!
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Nick Agar Classes
Nick Agar will be providing two classes during his visit
with us. Nick has become one of the most sought after
instructors / workshop leaders on the world woodturning
stage. Due to the limited number of available slots, please
sign up ASAP if interested by contacting Tom Thornton
(chippytom44@gmail.com).

Friday, March 20th - Decorated rims and/or ceramic effect platters
We will cover
· gouge shape and presentation
· sharpening and honing,
· pull cutting and shear cutting
...while focusing on crisp designs
with little surface damage
and minimal sanding.
Possible rim designs include simple textures, metallic gilts, ceramic effects, stencils,
airbrushing, textures and airbrushed or rattle-can paint.

Sunday, March 22nd - Creating a "Viking Sunset Bowl"
Turn one of Nick's iconic Viking bowls using push, pull and shear cutting
· Next, texture it using Sorby spiraling tools and background punches
· Further, application of wood dyes and metallic gilt paste
...culminating in an effect resembling a pewter wrapped bowl with a sunset interior
and metallic bossed center.
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Sawdust Saturday Kicking Off (Finally)
For all you newbies, not so newbies, and anyone
interested in learning or enhancing their woodturning
skills, our club has an on-going program fondly known as
Sawdust Saturdays. On the last Saturday of most months,
we utilize the woodturning studio of Gerrit Van Ness (one
of our club's most generous members), which has 9
complete lathe stations with accessories. For a mere
contribution of $10 , (mostly to cover materials and coffee)
you can explore a vast array of topics with hands-on
turning, taught by your fellow NWW members. Classes
normally run from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm , with a break for
brown bag lunches. Get your reservations in now, there
are only 8 slots available for each session!!!
Reply to Giovanni Monteferrante (gmonteferrante@gmail.com) with any questions or
comments, or to get on the sign up list. A sign up sheet will also be available at the regular
club meetings.
Upcoming topics for the next few months are:

March 28 - WoodTurning Basics - What is a lathe, and which end do I use?

What is the
difference between a headstock and a tailstock? Which gouge is what and why are they
different? How do I get started? These are just some of the questions that will be answered to
your heart's content.

April 25 - Intro to Spindle Turning - What is a spindle and how do I turn it?
May 30 - Intro to Bowls - How do I stop that grainy brown missile from flying off the lathe
when I turn it on?

...and there's more to come, including, but not limited to:
Platters, Hollow Forms, Boxes, Sharpening & Sharpening
systems, Top Turning, Ornament Turning, ....
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Know Your Woods
Jatoba (Hymenaea courbaril), sometimes called Brazilian

Cherry, is native to Central America, southern Mexico,
northern South America, and the West Indies. It grows to 100130 ft in height, with a 2-4 ft trunk diameter.
Heartwood varies from a light orangish brown to a darker
reddish brown, someimes with contrasting darker grayish
brown streaks. Sapwood is a clearly demarcated light grayish
yellow. Grain is typically interlocked, with a medium to
coarse texture. Good natural luster.
Jatoba is very durable. It is exceptionally stiff, strong, and
hard. It is considered difficult to work with due to its density
and hardness, with moderate blunting effect on tool cutters. It
glues, stains, turns and finishes well.
Jatoba is relatively inexpensive for an imported wood.
Common uses flooring, cabinetry, tool handles, turned
objects and other small specialty items.
From THE WOOD DATABASE
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Turning on the Web* ...
Contributed by Rick Anderson
You just came into some very nice wood
from the wood raffle at our meeting and
are anxious to turn it into a beautiful bowl
or other turned object. Do you rough turn
and set aside to dry for 6-12 months or
longer before you can finish turn? Boil it as
Dale Larson suggested at our last meeting?
Turn it to finish thickness and let nature
have it's way with warping & twisting?
Soak in Alcohol? Build a small kiln? Pack it
in dessicant? Take it to the kitchen microwave and risk splitting, smoking and/or the wrath of others who use the microwave?
Like so many woodturning topics, if you ask 5 turners for their opinions you will receive at
least 7 answers! So, it is up to you to research, experiment and decide which method(s)
you will best serve you. As an aid in your research, I once again turn to the Turn a Wood
Bowl website with a complete section that provides details on 6 different drying methods
including those mentioned in the previous paragraph:

https://turnawoodbowl.com/drying-green-wood-bowls-6-methods-success/
You will also find many other web postings on the subject. They run the gamut so
remember, many may be more opinion than fact. Despite your best intentions, some wood
will crack. Maybe those cracks will add to the character and beauty of the piece. Maybe
they will provide fuel for your next campfire. Experiment…..and come to your own
conclusion on which method is best for you! Happy drying!

*The internet contains a wealth of information of value to woodturners. Some is direct “how to”
articles and videos ...other resources provide inspiration and techniques which can be applied to our
craft. But remember, the internet is unedited, so beware of poor and unsafe techniques.

Still Looking...
Most of our volunteer positions have now been filled, but we still are
looking to fill our Secretary and Membership Chair posiitions.
Interested? Contact any board member. If your name starts with "J"
you merit special consideration (sorry, inside joke), but even if you
are named Xerxes or Zavier we would welcome your participation.
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Club Contacts
Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt. Vernon, WA 98373

President

Rod Parker
President@nwwwt.org

Vice President
Angela Hills

VicePresident@nwwwt.org

Secretary

Gary Moore (Acting)
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Treasurer

Phil Kezele

Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Members at Large
Sherri Greenleaf

sherrigreenleaf@gmail.com
David Pettenski

dpettenski@msn.com

Website Manager

Ray Shields
rayshields@msn.com

208-651-3122

360-941-4408

Education Outreach Chairperson
George Way
georgerway@gmail.com

Mentoring Chairperson
Rod Parker (Acting)

rodney.parker@cox.net

360-293-7305

480-338-3395

Sawdust Saturday Chairperson

360-907-2005

Giovanni Monteferrante

rodney.parker@cox.net

Librarian

360-341-3731

Tal Birdsong

425-948-6717

dpettenski@msn.com

Michael McCunn
Membership@nwwwt.org

206-372-5123

Tom Thornton
chippytom44@gmail.com
David Pettenski

Assisted by:

360-671-7141

425-213-4353

Programs Chairperson

Angela Hills (Acting)
angelahills@hotmail.com

208-651-3122

Rick Terney

rick.terney@gmail.com

Membership Chairperson

480-338-3395

talrose@msn.com

Gallery Photographer
Ron Radliff
usaf.ret@outlook.com

Newsletter Editor

Ray Shields
rayshields@msn.com

360-341-3731

360-671-3072
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407-342-2787

360-435-7192

360-707-1319

360-671-3072

Classified Ads
This space is set aside for contributors and for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood,
etc. Please submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.

Have some hand-me-down tools
you would like to donate?
Contact our Store Manager, Rich
Turpin (kydso2@hotmail.com), or
bring the tools to a Thurs. regular
meeting. Thank you!!!

to our Club members

1401 E St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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Ads (Cont'd)

Craftsman10 inch Compound Miter Saw w/ Stand
• 120 V, 15 amp motor
• 5000 rpm
• Gently used, runs well
• Meticulously crafted
wood stand as shown
is included with saw

NOW ONLY $75!
Contact: Sherri

Shown for illustrative purposes only; not actual item for sale

Greenleaf 360-907-2005 , sherrigreenleaf@gmail.com

FOR SALE
Grizzly 3 HP, 10" Table Saw w/ right side table extension
Bought June '13.
New G691 now $1,925.

Grizzly 3 HP, 15" Planer Fresh knives
Bought April '15.
New G0453 is $1,500.

Shop Fox Drill

$950

Press, radial unit $235

Bought Nov '08.
New cost is twice this much.

Grizzly 2 HP Dust Collector $200

Includes chip separator, hoses and newupper & lower bags
Model G1029Z2 new is $375 for unit only

Also, Fir Slabs (6) 2" thick, 8 ft long or more
Contact Joe

$4/bf

(360) 202-5157 in Clear Lake, WA
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$1000

Ads (Cont'd)

Please note that Craft Supplies provides our club with
several hundred dollars in Gift Certificates each year.
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Ads (Cont'd)

Outtakes
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