
Northwest Washington Woodturners
A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for April, 2020

About NWW...

The Club meets every 3rd Thursday of the
month. There is no meeting in Dec. Time:
6:30pm No host dinner beginning at 5:30pm.

We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid St (Exit 226).
Turn east up Kincaid to S. 13th St, turn right
(south). Hillcrest Park is approx. 6 blocks
south on 13th St. The Lodge is located in the
NW corner of the parking lot, beyond the
tennis courts.

Meetings are open to anyone interested in
woodturning. All skill levels from beginners
to advanced turners are welcome.
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President's Letter

Fellow Northwest Wash-
ington Woodturners,

I’d like to start by thanking
all of you who participated
in the Cindy Drozda presen-
tation this month. With the
current Stay-At-Home order

and the guidance to avoid large gatherings, it
appears that it will be another month or more
until we can once again meet in person. Your
Board is exploring methods for NWW to
continue to provide value to the membership.
We will again be holding a Virtual meeting on
May 21st. Art Liestman from Vancouver, BC
will be our guest presenter. Please watch your
email for a meeting invitation the week of May
11th.

I hope that all of you are using this time of
social distancing to tackle those projects in the
shop that we never seem to find time to finish
up. I have been doing prep work for some of
our Sawdust Saturdays, once we are able to
restart those programs.

The President's Challenge this month is to
attempt a Finial, either as a box or hollow form
lid, as a feature of a holiday ornament or
whatever you fancy. If you create a piece that
you would like to share with the membership,
please take a couple of pictures of your work,
and email them to me. I will assemble them and
have them available to display during our
meeting's Social Hour. Also, if you have
creations you would like to share, you can do
that prior to the start of our business meeting.

As a final note: We are continuing to follow
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Rod Parker

(Continued on next page)
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information from Whatcom, Skagit and Snohomish counties regarding group gatherings and
social distancing. We will keep the membership informed as we learn the plans for the July Top
Turning event at Hillcrest and the Anacortes Art Festival.

President's Letter (Cont'd)

President's Creative Challenge

Rod

Tool Raffle

The Prez has spoken: Your mission, Mr. Phelps, should
you choose to accept, is to create a finial enhanced
turned item. Could be a box (ala Cindy Drozda), an
ornament, or any other piece of your choosing that
contains a finial. Snap a pic and email to Rod to show
at our next online meeting (May 21) -- we would love to
see them!

Yes, what you heard is true: During our May presentation we will be holding a complimentary,
(FREE!) tool raffle. There is absolutely no charge for entry to the drawing. The randomly chosen
winner will select either:

a Robert Sorby texturing/spiraling system

or

a pneumatic random orbital sander system
from Woodtuners Wonders (the package
also includes 160 2” and 3” sanding discs)

The tool will be shipped to the winner’s home address shortly following the May meeting.

The catch: You must be a paid club member in order to be eligible for the drawing.

If you haven't yet paid your 2020 dues, it is not too late, but you will need to act quickly in
order to become eligible. You can mail a $35 check to our club Treasurer, Phil Kezele,
1388 Arrowhead Rd, Camano Island, WA 98282, or you can pay online by using the PayPal
link at the bottom of the NWW website's Membership page. (Click to go to link)



April Program Recap
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We had an excellent Interactive Remote Demonstartion
with Cindy Drozda during our April meeting. It was the
very first IRD that our club has participated in.

Cindy demonstrated the creation of her Finial Lidded Box
in English Pear with Maple burl insert and base. Over 60
of our members took part in the Zoom virtual meeting,
which featured a Social Hour, a brief Show-and-Tell, and
a general business meeting prior to the presentation. The
response from club members to the meeting format was
overwhelmingly positive. Here is a sample of some of the
feedback from club members:

• "The Zoom meeting was good. We learned a lot from Cindy not only on woodturning
but also Zoom management. This should be continued during the social distancing
period."

• "We might try a show and tell time on Zoom in addition to our meetings. I visualize
those that are willing to show and tell and others watching and learning. Might generate
one on one "how to" phone calls among our group. We can also modify Sawdust
Saturdays using multiple demonstrators...."

• "I thought the meeting went very well. I especially liked the virtual front row seat."

• "We might want to look at adding this to the Yearly all day demo or other classes out at
Bayview. Price X for in person and price Y for remote (no questions, audit the class kind
of thing). It sounded like you wanted to look into this type of a set up for the club. Having
a remote option for classes may help pay for, offset the cost or justify
the upgrade."

• "Cindy's demo was as close to flawless as we could possibly expect!
Both the turning aspect as well as her mastery of this new technology.
Her taking the time on Tuesday to do the preliminary run was very
helpful to me as this was my first experience with Zoom. Cindy is a
real pro. She sets the bar high for others!"

• "I thought the closeups of Cindy’s tools and how they were
presented to the work was really outstanding."

• "I thought it went well. My internet connection is not the
best so I was dropped a couple times but was able to get
back in quickly. Hopefully this is not going to be our new
normal for too long."

RIGHT: This is the actual finial box that Cindy made and mailed to

Rod Parker immediately after her demo.



In these time of social distancing, this Interactive Remote Demonstration format provides clubs
such as ours the opportunity to participate in demonstrations with nationally recognized
woodturners from the comfort and viruslessness (is that a word?) of our homes. We are also
able to talk with fellow club members and share ideas and projects. Please join me and our
fellow club members at our online May meeting with Art Liestman.

April Program Recap (Cont'd)
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Remember the Basics!

The three most important aspects of the anatomy of a bowl tenon are:

1) The tenon does not touch the bottom of the chuck when seated.

2) The dovetail is angled to fit the dovetail angle of the chuck.

3) The shoulder of the tenon is flat and square to receive the tops edges
of the chuck smoothly with no gaps.

Source: Kent Weakley, TurnAWoodBowl.com



Upcoming Programs

May 21 , 2020 - By press time, it was clear that the evolving
COVID-19 situation will not permit an in-person meeting back
at Hillcrest Lodge this month. Too bad, as we had a first rate
demonstrator lined up. But we will re-schedule him for
another time. Given that we won't be able to have a physical
meeting, and also that we received lots of positive feedback
on our online demo in April, we have scheduled an inter-
active remote demonstration put on by our good friend and
neighbor to the north, Art Liestman.

Art is a retired University professor with 32 years of teaching
experience. He has been doing woodturning demos for 20
years at over 100 club meetings across North America. He has
demo'd for our club on multiple past occasions. For this
meeting Art will be presenting “The Lost Wood Process”. The
process involves taking a piece of wood too thin to hollow by
itself and cutting it in half lengthwise. A sacrificial piece of
wood is sandwiched between the two cut pieces and the three
are secured for spindle turning. The “sandwich” is hollowed
out, the middle piece is removed and the original two outside
pieces are rejoined to give a turned object that isn't round but
oval.

Art's demo will be a little different from our initial baptism
by Cindy Drozda. Art's demo is pre-recorded with a live
explanation to accompany the recording. His demos are
generally about techniques or ideas that can be applied in
many ways in making or decorating turned objects. With a
two-way video and audio link, Art will be able to “rewind” if
requested and to fast forward through repetitive bits if the
audience would like to do so. We're looking forward to it!

June 18, 2020 - We have John Shrader from Seattle on tap
to present a program on using metal inlays in woodturning.
This has been scheduled some time ago as a live, in-person
demo, and naturally there is considerable uncertainty at
present as to whether we will be able to do that. We will
maintain optimism, but also be scouting out alternatives, so
watch for further information.
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Library Materials and Store Supplies
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In an effort to make the club services available to members in this time of COVID-19
interference in our lives, I would like to make the library materials available to the
membership. This can be done in several ways:

1. You can peruse the two lists, DVDs and Books, that I
will be sending by email to currently active members
and contact me at talrose@msn.com or call or text me
at 360-965-9708 and I will package and mail you the
requested titles. You can return them at the next open
meeting.

2. You can contact me and I will give you directions to
my house where you can look through the library on
my open parking lot with safe practices.

3. We are tentatively planning to meet (with all due social distancing, of course) in the
Hillcrest Lodge parking lot on Saturday, May 9 from 11 am to 12:30pm. Tom will have the
store products available and I will have the library available for items to be checked out.
Naturally, we will only do this if there is sufficient interest, so if this is something that would
be useful to you, please let us know ASAP. If it is a GO, we will send a reminder out 24 hrs in
advance.

Additionally, Tom is looking into the possibility of shipping/mailing club store merchandise to
those folks who are interested. Most items will be shipped in USPS flat-rate boxes or
envelopes. Customers will, of course, pay those costs. We’ll get back to you when the details
are worked out.

Contact Tom at chippytom44@gmail.com or Tal at talrose@msn.com. Until we meet again
be safe and stay healthy.

Contributed by Tal Birdsong and Tom Thornton

So far this year we have not had an opportunity to collect tops for
the Tops for Tots program. Still, don’t forget to continue to turn and
collect tops. This year the program is probably needed more than
ever because of people being out of work and thus appreciating help
from this program at Christmas.

Tops for Tots

Please keep turning tops and bring them to the next meeting when
we are allowed to meet in person again. Thanks and looking forward
to seeing everyone again soon.

-- Tal



Make Refrigerator Magnets
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[Excerpted from an article by John Wolfe that appeared in the late Fred Holder's More Woodturning Magazine]

You probably have a collection of small pieces of beautiful wood. Pieces that are big enough
to be used as a color accent or to make that one knob. I used to be overrun with wood that
was too good to throw away but not large enough to make useful projects. Not any more!
Why? Refrigerator magnets!

This quick project makes a useful item that
everyone seems to need. I begin by purchasing
rare earth magnets. The most useful size is just
under 1/2 inch diameter (12 mm) and 1/8 inch
thick. These can be ordered from most supply
catalogs, but I get mine from my local craft
supply store. They are about 1/2 the price as
the mail order sources, and the magnet is the
major cost in making this project.

Select the blank of wood. I usually start with stock that is at least ¾ inch square but larger or
slightly smaller will work. Cut the wood to lengths anywhere from ¾ to 3 inches. If your saw
doesn’t leave a beautiful finish, you should true the end on a sander. Drill the approximate
center of the finished end with a brad point or Forstner drill that leaves a hole just large
enough for your magnet. I use a 15/32 brad point drill for the 12 mm magnet. I use a drill
press vise and drill press to do this most of the time, but it can be done with a hand drill.
What you must do is secure the wood blank using something other than your fingers! Drill
this hole to a depth that equals about 3/4 the thickness of your magnet.

The drill will leave a center mark. At this center point drill a 5/32 hole with a standard twist
drill to a depth of 3/4 inch.

Make a screw center for your lathe that is
appropriately sized for this project. I take a
scrap of wood that fits into my chuck and true
its face. I then drill clear through the piece at
its center with a 5/32 drill. Remove this blank
from the chuck and countersink the backside
of the hole so that a #12 flat head screw will
seat firmly. I typically use a 1" by #12. You may
need to deepen the countersink so that ½ to
5/8 of an inch of the screw protrudes through
the front of the blank. I then put epoxy on the
head to hold the screw in place.

Once the epoxy has cured, the small size
screw chuck is ready to use. Remount it into your chuck. Screw on your wood blank and turn
to a shape of your choosing using gouge, skew and or scrapers.

Sample of stock to be used.

Homemade screw chuck to hold the blank.



Sand the turning and apply the finish of your
choice. I often use either a friction polish or
lacquer depending upon the wood, my mood
and the ambient temperature.

Remove the piece from the screw chuck. Clean
the magnet with solvent to remove any oils from
manufacturing or handling.

Apply a small amount of epoxy or super glue to
the magnet recess and then press in the clean
magnet. The project is complete when the glue
has cured.

Make a Refrigerator Magnet (Cont'd)

Turning the wood to shape, in this case
a neat knob.

The finished refrigerator magnet.

Note: Larger more powerful magnets are

desirable when the turning is more than

3 inches long and is going to be used as

a “hook” for aprons or potholders.

Otherwise, these powerful magnets may

break the glue bond with the wood

before they pull off the frig.

Bowl Turning Tip
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Of interest, More Woodturning Magazine published its last and final edition on April 1, 2020.

Realigning and centering a wood bowl to turn the tenon off can
be challenging at times.

To help yourself in advance, get in the habit of making a small
indented tick mark with a spindle detail gouge as soon as the
tenon is complete. This way, when you later reverse chuck the
bowl, the live tailstock center can quickly re-find the center of
the bowl tenon.



Know Your Woods

Kingwood (Dalbergia cearensis), comes mostly from Brazil,
occasionally from Mexico. Trees grow 30-60 ft tall with trunk
diameter less than 2 ft.

Heartwood is a dark purplish or reddish brown with darker
black streaks. Sapwood is a pale yellow. Grain is usually
straight. Fine, uniform texture and a high natural luster.
Reported as being very durable in decay resistance and is
also resistant to termites.

Tends to be difficult to work due to its high density.
Kingwood has a moderate blunting effect on cutters. Can be
difficult to glue due to natural oils and high density. Turns
very well and takes a high polish.

Kingwood is considered a true rosewood in the Dalbergia
genus, and is among the densest (and probably strongest) of
all the rosewoods. It is listed on CITIES appendix II under the
genus-wide restriction on all Dalbergia species.

Kingwood supposedly got its name from several French kings
(notably Louis XIV and Louis XV) who preferred the wood in
the use of fine furniture.

From THE WOOD DATABASE
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Turning on the Web* ...

*The internet contains a wealth of information of value to woodturners. Some is direct “how to”
articles and videos ...other resources provide inspiration and techniques which can be applied to our
craft. But remember, the internet is unedited, so beware of poor and unsafe techniques.

Contributed by Rick Anderson
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I set out this month to feature a couple of
woodturners who were influential in the advance-
ment of woodturning from utilitarian to artistic,
but then I thought that first we should explore
some wood artists who have created beautiful
bowls for centuries…...first carved but in modern
times usually turned. I'm referring to the ancient
Hawaiians and the form broadly referred to as
Calabash even though the traditional Hawaiian
name for this form is Umeke.

Calabashes were first made centuries ago by the ancient Hawaiians. They were primarily
made for royalty in the earlier times. The form was inspired by the natural shapes of gourds
and coconuts which were also used as vessels in ancient times. The ancient Calabashes
were carved, not turned, and most often were made of Kou. Kou is a wood unique to the
Hawaiian Islands and not to be confused with Koa, a much harder wood. Sometimes hot
stones/fire were used to more quickly remove the innards of the bowl than could be done
with primitive tools. Today, ancient Calabashes are often referred to as “pre-contact”
meaning before the Hawaiian Islands were visited by outsiders. Many of these are highly
valued and most often found in museums or have been passed down through families for
centuries. Many, especially those owned by royalty, have taken on an identity of their own
with names and even songs dedicated to them. Their value can run well into 5 figures and
a few even higher!

Calabashes were meant to be used…...for food preparation, storage and serving. Over time
many would develop cracks or soft spots. Often these cracks were stabilized with the
insertion of a Pewa (butterfly) or other inserts. Cracks and Pewas add greatly to the value of
older Calabashes and are copied on newer versions. Today this method of stabilizing
cracks is even used on flat work.

An article in American Woodturner by Sharon Doughtie provides a great summary of
Calabash forms and history. Go to this link which will take you to the first page of the
article: http://www.qgdigitalpublishing.com/publication/?m= 59376&i= 574029&p= 46
Then click on the large arrow on the right of your screen for subsequent pages.

A search on the internet will provide many photos of both old and modern Calabashes. It's
a challenging form to get “just right” with sides that curve inward and then turn toward
vertical but don't turn outward, but when you do it brings great satisfaction. Give it a try!

PS: The sign off by a famous mid-century comedian (J.D.) was not a reference to Hawaiian
bowls. Good night Mrs. Umeke, wherever you are!



Club Contacts

President
Rod Parker 480-338-3395
President@nwwwt.org

Vice President
Angela Hills 208-651-3122
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

Secretary
Gary Moore (Acting) 360-671-7141
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Treasurer
Phil Kezele 206-372-5123
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Members at Large
Sherri Greenleaf 360-907-2005
sherrigreenleaf@gmail.com

David Pettenski 360-341-3731
dpettenski@msn.com

Rick Terney 425-213-4353
rick.terney@gmail.com

Tom Thornton 425-948-6717
chippytom44@gmail.com

Programs Chairperson
David Pettenski 360-341-3731
dpettenski@msn.com

Website Manager
Ray Shields 360-671-3072
rayshields@msn.com

Membership Chairperson
Angela Hills 208-651-3122
angelahills@hotmail.com

Assisted by:
Michael McCunn 360-941-4408
Membership@nwwwt.org

Education Outreach Chairperson
George Way 360-293-7305
georgerway@gmail.com

Mentoring Chairperson
Rod Parker (Acting) 480-338-3395
rodney.parker@cox.net

Sawdust Saturday Chairperson
Giovanni Monteferrante 407-342-2787
gmonteferrante@gmail.com

Librarian
Tal Birdsong 360-435-7192
talrose@msn.com

Gallery Photographer
Ron Radliff 360-707-1319
usaf.ret@outlook.com

Newsletter Editor
Ray Shields 360-671-3072
rayshields@msn.com

Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt. Vernon, WA 98373
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to our Club members

Have some hand-me-down tools
you would like to donate?

Contact our Store Manager, Rich
Turpin (kydso2@hotmail.com), or
bring the tools to a Thurs. regular
meeting. Thank you!!!

1401 E St
Bellingham, WA 98225

Classified Ads

This space is set aside for contributors and for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood,
etc. Please submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.
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Please note that Craft Supplies provides our club with

several hundred dollars in Gift Certificates each year.

Please note that Craft Supplies provides our club with

several hundred dollars in Gift Certificates each year.
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Ads (Cont'd)



Ads (Cont'd)

Outtakes
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COVID-19 has encouraged new members to join the club....
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