Northwest Washington Woodturners

A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for May, 2020

About NWW...

President's Letter

The Club meets every 3rd Thursday of the
month. There is no meeting in Dec. Time:
6:30pm No host dinner beginning at 5:30pm.

Fellow club members,
As we start another month social distancing I
would like to thank you all for continuing your
support of our club. These have been very
challenging times for all of us.

We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid St (Exit 226).
Turn east up Kincaid to S. 13th St, turn right
(south). Hillcrest Park is approx. 6 blocks
south on 13th St. The Lodge is located in the
NW corner of the parking lot, beyond the
tennis courts.

As we look forward to the summer months we
are planning a few events that will provide
opportunities for club members to meet and
interact. As you will note in this newsletter we
are having a repeat of our club store and library
function as well as a wood raffle/sale in June.
We are also looking to hold a tool and wood
sale/swap in the July or August timeframe.
Watch your upcoming club publications for
additional information.

Meetings are open to anyone interested in
woodturning. All skill levels from beginners
to advanced turners are welcome.
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The Board understands the desirability of
person-to-person interaction and the benefits of
group club meetings and classes. As soon as
guidelines allow, we will return to regular club
meetings. However, we have been fortunate to
be able to provide monthly virtual get-togethers
for the club members via our Interactive Remote
Demos and Zoom meetings. I want to thank
David Pettenski for his planning and scheduling
of these events. Our May meeting with Art
Liestman , showcasing his Lost Wood Process,
was very successful. The Zoom meeting
provided us a means for a meet and greet,
conducting club business and sharing of
information even though we haven’t been able
to assemble as a group.
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by Rod Parker

This summer our club's customary community
activities such as the top turning events in
Bellingham, Everett and Mount Vernon have
been postponed or canceled by their organizers.
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President's Letter (Cont'd)
The Anacortes Arts and Crafts Festival, normally our major event of the summer, has been
postponed for this year. We are also forced to cancel this year’s August club picnic because we
are not able to forecast what the governmental restrictions on large gatherings will be at that
time. As many of you know The Northwest Corner Woodworkers Association, who we
traditionally partner with for this annual event, have also canceled their involvement in this
year’s picnic.
In years past, our August picnic is our meeting/event for the month. This year since we are
cancelling the picnic, we are considering holding an IRD on that Saturday with a featured wood
turner from the United Kingdom. I will be sending out an email to all of you next week
surveying the level of support or interest in having this event on the third Saturday of August
and I look forward to receiving your input.
Our President's Challenge for the month of June will be to show us your creativity using the
Lost Wood Process, or the "dry brush" painting method Art Liestman covered that highlights
highly figured wood. Please send me pictures of your challenge pieces and/or other pieces you
would like to share in the Gallary. I will highlight these at the start of our June meeting.
I look forward to seeing all of you (virtually) at our June meeting.
Regards,

Rod Parker

President's Creative Challenge
The challenge this month is to create a piece using the
"Lost Wood" process as described by Art Liestman during
our last online meeting, and/or to use the dry brush
technique that he described to add color and emphasize
grain pattern. Get out your kraft paper and glue, maybe
some paintbrushes and acrylics, and see what you can
come up with!
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May Program Recap
Once again our meeting was conducted online via Zoom due to
coronavirus-related restrictions on large gatherings. After the
business portion of the meeting was completed our guest
presenter, Art Liestman , took center stage and began his IRD (for
those with short memories, that stands for Interactive Remote
Demonstration). His topic for the evening was the Lost Wood
process and he began with a short slide show of some of his
earlier work that used this technique. This provided viewers who
were unfamiliar with the process some inkling of its potential.
Art described the way in which he marks and
drills a small hole for a screw to keep
everything lined up when gluing the pieces
together. He uses kraft paper (brown paper
bag) between layers so that the pieces can be
separated easily later on. Once well dried
overnight, he mounts the glued up blank on
his lathe, initially between centers. He takes
care to mount it in the exact middle of the
scrap wood.

To make a box, which he used as his example,
he began turning the piece round. He added a
tenon to each end so that the top and bottom
of the box could be held in a scroll chuck.

Next he uses a thin parting tool to separate
the top and bottom of the box. Since the
piece remains between centers at this point,
for safety he stops the lathe and uses a saw for
the final 3/8 inch or so. Once the top and
bottom are separated, he first mounts the top
on the scroll chuck to form the outer lip
where it will connect with the bottom. He
shapes and sands the interior of the top as
well.
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May Program Recap (Cont'd)
Art then mounts the bottom of the box on the
scroll chuck and forms the mating surfaces.
When hollowing the box, he drills a hole in
the scrap wood (see red arrow) which permits
him to easily determine wall thickness.

Once both the inside and outside surfaces of
the box base are shaped and sanded, Art
parts off the bottom making it slightly convex.

Using a mallet and chisel (and an assistant if
one is available), Art splits the paper joints.
He aligns the flat side of the chisel with the
good wood.

Once the scrap wood has been removed, the
remaining pieces can be glued together using
the "rub joint" method -- no clamping is
required.
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May Program Recap (Cont'd)
With a bit of fine tuning of the fit, the box is
complete!

We would like to thank Art for his excellent
presentation. As noted during his talk, he has been a
guest demonstrator for our club more than a half
dozen times since the first demo he gave us in 2001.

Upcoming Programs
June 18, 2020 -

Emiliano Achaval from KEA Woodturning
Studio in Maui, Hawaii will be providing us with an online
IRD on the Hawaiian calabash bowl, including its history
and how to turn them and how to apply pewa patches.
Emiliano began turning about 24 years ago, and is a
founding member and first President of the Maui
Woodturners Association. He turns almost exclusively koa,
with the occasional piece out of lychee, avocado, mango,
milo, pheasant wood or other rare native species.

We are fortunate to have Rudy Lopez
from Tampa, Florida present an IRD on how to turn a
"Natural Edge Wing Bowl from a Half Log or Crotch
Section". A frquent demonstrator at regional and national
symposia, Rudy has taught at Arrowmont and John C.
Campbell Folk School. To see more of his work go to

July 16, 2020 -

www.rudolphlopez.com
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Store Supplies and Library Materials
Contributed by Tal Birdsong and Tom Thornton

Our club Store and Library Roadshow was such a booming success in May that we decided to
do it again. The full store and library resources will be there, along with a much-requested
addition: WOOD .
Instead of our traditional raffle, the wood will be for
sale. The final numbers have yet to determined but it
looks like there will be a least 150 pieces on the tables.
This includes many gorgeous blanks that were donated
to the club (through Ray) by the widow of a
woodturner. Also included are several pieces donated
by Richard Mabie.

+

We decided to price everything very affordably: $3.00
- $10.00. Cash or checks only, please. There will also
be some freebies.
As before, club store supplies will be available and Tal
will be bringing all of the library materials.
The event will take place in the Hillcrest Lodge parking lot on Saturday, June 13th, 11 :00 am
to 1 :00 pm. We want to comply with the COVID-19 safety protocols, so please wear masks
and exercise social distancing. Please bring your club ID card or badges as well. Face masks
don't lend themselves to facial recognition and Tal doesn't want strangers walking away with
our library resources.
Hope to see you on the 13th.

T 'n' T (Tom & Tal)
P.S. Here are a few wood pictures to pique your interest:

(Additional pictures on next page)
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Wood to be Sold on June 13th

Keep in mind that this is just a small
sample of the wood pieces you will
find for sale. See you at the
Hillcrest parking lot on June 13 ,
11:00am - 1:00pm.
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How Old is Your Glue?
There are lots of different wood glues out there:
cyanoacrylate (CA) glues, polyvinyl acetate (PVA) glues,
aliphatic resin emulsion glues, hide glues, polyurethane
glues, and epoxy glues, to name some common ones.
Each glue has a recommended shelf life provided by the
manufacturer. For the purposes of this article, discussion
will be limited to the most popular glue found in
woodworkers' shops: Titebond (Original, Type II and Type
III). I should probably mention here that I have no
affiliation with nor any financial interest in Titebond or its
parent company, Franklin International.
Each of these Titebond glues is sold in various sizes, from 8 oz to a gallon (or even more, but
most of us don't have need for a 55 gal drum of the stuff). The larger the container the lower
the price per oz of glue. Assuming most all of it gets used, you can save a fair amount of money
buying it in a larger volume. Plus, you're pretty much assured of not running out in the middle
of doing a glue up. So, being thrifty, I decided to call the company and talk with their technical
support about what the shelf life for the glues really is.
As noted on the Titebond website, the original, II, and III glues all have a listed shelf life of 2
years. However, if stored "appropriately" it can last much longer. According to the technical
staff, it is wide fluctuations in temperature that is detrimental to the glue. A stable temperature,
particularly in the lower range but above freezing, will prolong the glue's life. The ideal
circumstance, although not overly practical for most of us, would be to store a gallon container
of the glue in the refrigerator, and refill smaller containers from it as needed. Under this
scenario, with maintenance of a near-constant temperature and avoidance of freeze-thaw
cycles, he said the glue could be expected to last 7-8 years or even longer.
You might want to check on how old the glue is before opening
the bottle. There is coding embossed on the bottle itself (not on
the paper label) that provides the date it was made. For products
made after January 1, 2019 , the format is: Ayymmddlot#
The first letter is "A" for made in America, then the last 2 digits
of the year of manufacture, the next 2 digits are the month, the
next 2 are the day of the month, and the last digits represent the
batch number for that day. For Titebond made prior to January
1, 2019 , the code is identical except that only a single digit is
used for the year (i.e., Aymmddlot#)
In the example shown on the left, the code indicates that the
glue was manufactured in the USA on June 5, 2014 (since it was
made prior to 2019, only a single digit was used to indicate the
year). Hmm, it's probably time I picked up a new bottle of
glue....
by Ray Shields
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Know Your Woods
Pacific Yew (Taxus brevifolia), is a small to medium-sized
evergreen (conifer) native to the Pacific Northwest. Trees
grow 30-50 ft tall with trunk diameter less than 2 ft.

Sapwood is usually a thin band of pale yellow or tan color,
while the heartwood is an orangish brown, sometimes with a
darker brown or purplish hue. Color tends to darken with
age. Grain is straight with a fine uniform texture. Good
natural luster.
Pacific Yew is very durable in regard to decay resistance, and
is also resistant to most insect attack.
Overall, an easy wood to work, though knots and other grain
irregularities can pose a challenge. Yew glues, finishes, and
turns well.
Yew is perhaps the hardest of all softwood species. Its density
and working characteristics are more in line with a heavy
hardwood, yet its tight, fine grain and smooth texture give it a
lustrous finish.
From THE WOOD DATABASE
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Turning on the Web* ...
Contributed by Rick Anderson

Finial : an element marking the top or end of

some object. Everywhere from the dome of the
Taj Mahal to the finial box Ray showed at our
May virtual meeting we find finials.
At our April virtual meeting, Cindy Drozda
turned an elegant box with a finial on top.
That was a firsthand opportunity to see how
someone who has truly mastered the art of
finials creates her work. It's all about the
proportions and details! Some turners have
those proportions built in….the rest of us have
to work to get it right. So here's some help…...
From Cindy's website, an article which appeared long ago in American Woodturner, the AAW
journal: http://cindydrozda.com/handouts_Pdfs/handouts/FinialArticle.pdf
Next, an excellent article by Cindy published on WoodCentral.com. It includes numerous
photo examples of her stunning finials: http://www.woodcentral.com/chats/drozda_finials.pdf
Of course, there is always an engineer, scientist or mathematician who will summarize it all in
simple, easy to understand terms!

http://www.hypersurf.com/~ charlie2/Turning/DrozdaOnionFinial/DrozdaOnionFinialProport1.html
Finally…..a link to the real secret to Cindy's finials: Practice, practice, practice…..and when
you're done practicing, turn a few more!

*The internet contains a wealth of information of value to woodturners. Some is direct “how to”
articles and videos ...other resources provide inspiration and techniques which can be applied to our
craft. But remember, the internet is unedited, so beware of poor and unsafe techniques.
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The Tenacity of Trees!
This is the first in a series of pictures demonstrating the determination to survive. Contributed by Les Books.

This palm tree fell over and curved right back up.
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Club Contacts
Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt. Vernon, WA 98373

President

Rod Parker
President@nwwwt.org

Vice President

Angela Hills
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

Secretary

Gary Moore (Acting)
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Treasurer

Phil Kezele
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Members at Large

360-341-3731

Rick Terney
rick.terney@gmail.com

425-213-4353

Tom Thornton
chippytom44@gmail.com

425-948-6717

Website Manager

Ray Shields
rayshields@msn.com

Michael McCunn
Membership@nwwwt.org

208-651-3122

360-941-4408

Education Outreach Chairperson
George Way
georgerway@gmail.com

Mentoring Chairperson

206-372-5123

David Pettenski
dpettenski@msn.com

David Pettenski
dpettenski@msn.com

Assisted by:

360-671-7141

360-907-2005

Programs Chairperson

Angela Hills
angelahills@hotmail.com

208-651-3122

Sherri Greenleaf

sherrigreenleaf@gmail.com

Membership Chairperson

480-338-3395

Rod Parker (Acting)
rodney.parker@cox.net

360-293-7305

480-338-3395

Sawdust Saturday Chairperson
Giovanni Monteferrante
gmonteferrante@gmail.com

Librarian

Tal Birdsong
talrose@msn.com

Gallery Photographer
Ron Radliff
usaf.ret@outlook.com

Newsletter Editor

Ray Shields
rayshields@msn.com

360-341-3731

360-671-3072
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407-342-2787

360-435-7192

360-707-1319

360-671-3072

Classified Ads
This space is set aside for contributors and for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood,
etc. Please submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.

Have some hand-me-down tools
you would like to donate?
Contact our Store Manager, Rich
Turpin (kydso2@hotmail.com), or
bring the tools to a Thurs. regular
meeting. Thank you!!!

to our Club members

1401 E St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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Ads (Cont'd)

Please note that Craft Supplies provides our club with
several hundred dollars in Gift Certificates each year.
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Ads (Cont'd)

Outtakes
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