Northwest Washington Woodturners

A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for September, 2020

About NWW...

President's Letter

The Club meets every 3rd Thursday of the
month. There is no meeting in Dec. Time:
6:30pm No host dinner beginning at 5:30pm.

by Rod Parker

Fellow club members,
I’d like to thank all of you who were able to
attend this past weekend's wood raffle, gallery,
store and library outing. It was good to see and
visit with so many of you. We have been
making use of the Hillcrest, Mount Vernon
parking lot for the summer months to attempt to
maintain a degree of continuity in the club’s
operation.
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We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid St (Exit 226).
Turn east up Kincaid to S. 13th St, turn right
(south). Hillcrest Park is approx. 6 blocks
south on 13th St. The Lodge is located in the
NW corner of the parking lot, beyond the
tennis courts.

I also thank all of you who were able to join us
for our September virtual meeting with Carl
Jacobson , from Portland. His demonstration of
mixed media, resin/wood turning and resin
embellishment was very thought-provoking. His
technique has me looking at my stack of rough
turned bowls and thinking about a resin rim.

Meetings are open to anyone interested in
woodturning. All skill levels from beginners
to advanced turners are welcome.

President's Letter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
President's Challenge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Previous Challenge Winners . . . . . . . . . 3
September Program Recap . . . . . . . . . 4
The Next Tool Giveaway . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Upcoming Programs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
Next Month's Demonstrator . . . . . . . . . 8
Sawdust Saturday Returning . . . . . . . . . 9
Treasurer: Consider PayPal . . . . . . . . . 10
Know Your Woods . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11
Turning on the Web . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12
Club Store, Library & Wood . . . . . . . . 13
Christmas Tree Ornaments Soon Due . 13
Wood Gathering Team Forming . . . . . 14
Safety Tip . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14
The Tenacity of Trees . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15
Club Contacts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16
Classified Ads . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17
Outtakes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20

I am looking forward to the fall weather
returning so that I can spend more time in the
shop.
In addition to the Fall season bringing the
opportunity for more shop time, it also brings
the club's business to the issue of club officers
and board members for the coming year.
Our bylaws dictate that we nominate officers for
the coming year in October, with elections to
be held at November meeting.
Given the highly unusual nature of this year‘s
meetings, the nominating committee is
requesting that officer nominations be emailed
to me prior to our October virtual meeting on
the 15th. We will be accepting nominations for
all of the elected officers and volunteers for
board member positions from the club
(Continued on next page)
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President's Letter (Cont'd)
membership. If you are interested in running for any of the elected positions President, VicePresident, Secretary, or Treasurer, please send me an email I will be more than happy to add
your name or your nominee’s name to the list of candidates for our elected positions.
Because of the unique challenges we faced in 2020, the current officers and board members
have agreed, with some modifications to stay on in their current capacity for the 2021 calendar
year. The club members will have the opportunity to vote on this proposal during the
November 19th meeting.
Angela Hills, our current Vice President and Membership chairwoman is returning to live in
Idaho in October. As a result we will be needing to find a candidate to serve as the club Vice
President and also someone will to take over the Membership Chair. If our have any questions
about the duties of these two positions, please let me know. I would be more than happy to talk
with you.
Elections of our club officers is normally held at our November holiday party meeting. However
that meeting will not be held this year because of COVID-19 restrictions. Therefore we will hold
the club elections at our November virtual meeting which will be held on November 19.
It has been my pleasure to help direct the club's activities this year even though we have only
been able to meet once in the calendar year (February seems so long ago). We are all looking
forward to returning to normal club operation in the coming year. Please join me for our virtual
club meeting in October.
Best regards,

Rod Parker

President's Creative Challenge
Our Prez has announced the October
Challenge: Turn a piece that is partially or
completely resin. Your choice. Any size, any
color(s), any additional media, any resin type
is OK. Using pure pine sap as the resin is
discouraged as it takes forever to dry and is a
sticky mess in the meantime.
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Winners of the Previous President's Challenge
The winning entries for last month's Creative Challenge to add color to a piece (a la Martin
Saben-Smith) were a pendant submitted by Gary Moore and a bowl with multi-colored rim
by Greg Camrud . Nice work, guys! Both received Craft Supplies gift certificates for their
efforts. Congratulations!

Yes, We Are Still Collecting Tops!
Our current Top Gun , Tal Birdsong, would like you
to know that spin tops for the Tops For Tots program
continue to be collected. It has been more challenging to collect the tops during the pandemic but Tal
has been bringing the top donation box to every
Hillcrest parking lot Store/Library/Wood event.
So yes, by all means, keep turning those tops. We
know how much the kids appreciate them at
Christmas time.
BTW, some of you have asked about top dimensions in order to avoid creating a choking
hazard for young children. While specific dimensions can be obtained from the Child Safety
Protection Act, we don't blame you for not memorizing them. A good seat-of-the-pants rule is
that if the top fits through a toilet paper tube, it is too small. It may not necessarily be a risk for
the child given the top, but might be for a sibling or household visitor under the age of 3.
And now that you are "in the know", go have some fun turning tops!
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September Program Recap
Our September online meeting took place on September 17th.
After a brief discussion of club business, President Rod Parker
introduced our guest demonstrator, Carl Jacobson . Carl is best
known for hosting TheWoodshop.TV on YouTube. He and his
wife Robin brainstorm each week to select a project which Carl
then makes and Robin films.
Carl turns a little bit of everything. Recently, resins have opened
up a whole new world in turning that interests Carl. "You can put
Carl Jacobson
about anything in resin and turn it. It's really cool and has
unlimited possibilities," he said. With that in mind, he wanted
to share some of his experiences with turning resin, and began his presentation with a slide
show. One of the first slides showed the 5 1/2 inch sphere that appeared on the June 2020
Woodcraft catalog cover. It consisted of a piece of maple burl that was stabilized then placed
in a mold and cast with a transparent blue-green dye. The finished sphere was about 40%
wood and 60% resin and has a wonderful "under the sea" appearance.
Carl prefers to use stabilized wood for his resin
projects because it has very little expansion and
contraction with the seasons and therefore eliminates
any concern about separation at the wood-resin
interface. He has not gotten into the stabilization
process himself but obtains the wood from others.
The process involves placing the wood in a container
containing "Cactus Juice" and then placing the
container in a vacuum chamber to draw the
stabilizing resin into the wood. Once saturated, the
wood is baked at around 200 degrees until the resin
has cured (around 1.5 - 2 hrs for most pieces). Once
the wood has cooled to room temperature it is ready
for use.
Some of his other resin projects that he shared
included a maple bowl with a resin lip impregnated with aluminum spirals and a small sink. In
making the bowl, he turned a 1/2" groove in the
top of his partially turned bowl blank then took it
off the lathe to place the aluminum in the groove
and pour in dyed resin to fill the groove. He used
a small amount of black dye to give it a dark translucent appearance. Once the resin was cured, he
put it back on the lathe and finished turning the
bowl.
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September Program Recap (Cont'd)
The small sink involved turning the sink and
then filling a few small cracks with black
resin, then sanding the whole thing smooth.
Carl used Stone Cast's Quick Coat, a selfleveling resin with a gel time of about 15
minutes. He made two pours. With the
heavier first pour he found that the selfleveling properties of the resin did result in
some of the resin collecting at the bottom of
the sink but a sufficient amount stayed on the
rest of the sink to provide an adequate
thickness to the layer. Once cured, he sanded
down the primary coat and then poured on a
thin secondary coat which filled in any small
imperfections, leaving a shiny bubble-free finish.
Most of Carl's resin experience is with resins made by either Alumilite or Stone Cast. He has
found that Alumilite resin is the most water-clear and can be used where this is a critical factor,
such as when embedding objects. However, Alumilite requires that the pieces be put in a
pressure pot to eliminate bubbles from the finished project (unless the pour is quite thin). With
the Stone Coat Super Cast, deep pours can be made without needing a pressure pot. It is a slow
curing resin. For a much faster cure, Carl uses a different Stone Cast resin called Quick Cast. It
will reach sufficient hardness to permit sanding in 3-4 hours.
On the left is a table derived from each
company's website that shows the regular
(non-sale) price for some of their resins.
The quantity specified is the total of Part A
+ Part B. For many of the resins, smaller
or larger quantities may be available. For
example, Amazon, Hobby Lobby,
Michael's and JoAnn's sells Amazing
Clear Cast in amounts as small as 8 oz.

Both companies (and others) sell resin dyes and metallic powders that can be added to the resin.
Carl emphasized that the dyes are VERY concentrated, so a little goes a long way. All of the dyes
from one company are compatible with resins from a different company. Individual dyes can be
mixed together to form nearly any color imaginable, and both opaque and transparent dyes are
available. Iridescent, phosphorescent (glow-in-the-dark) and pearlescent powders are also
offered for sale.
Carl mentioned that he uses negative rake carbide cutters most of the time when turning resin.
He has found that regular cutters have a tendency to be "grabby" and can mar the resin surface
more easily than those with a negative rake.
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The Next Tool Giveaway
Submitted by Tom Thornton
We’re rapidly moving into the fall season and the weather will be changing, but one thing is
and always will be consistent: turners need tools. With that in mind I am pleased to announce
the lineup for September’s tool giveaway. The winner will choose from the following:

D-Way medium negative-rake scraper
Includes 16" handle, 5/8-to-1 /2" bushing,
and knurled quick-change knob.

OR

Set of five D-Way beading tools
(1 /16”, 1 /8”, 3/16”,1 /4” and 3/8”),
along with (1 ) 8” handle w/1 /2”
receiver, (1 ) knurled knob, and (1 )
1 /2-to-3/8” bushing. These tools have
a reputation as one the best beading
systems around.

Please remember that, as always, winner must be

present (virtually, of course) to win.

Take care everyone. We hope see you at next
month’s meeting on Thursday, October 15th .

Tom
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Upcoming Programs

October 15, 2020 - Our demonstrator will be Oregon
artist Tom Willing, who created his first turning in his

father's woodshop over 50 years ago. Since that time, he
has come to focus on pieces that are sensitive to the
interplay between light, form, and material. Past President
of the Pacific Northwest Woodturning Guild, he teaches
woodturning techniques and is an active member of
Northwest Woodturners and the AAW. His presentation
will be "Boxes with Slip-Fitted Lids."

November 19, 2020 - Well-known turner and instructor
Mike Peace will be our on-line demonstrator. Mike lives
just outside of Atlanta, GA and has been turning for over
13 years. He has his own YouTube channel with close to
500 videos on various aspects of turning. For this
demonstration he will be showing and talking about
adding pizzazz with various texturing tools and
techniques.

December 17, 2020 -

Traditionally we have not held a
meeting in December, and far be it for us to break with
tradition! Consider this a good time to interact [carefully]
with your friends and family over the holidays. We will
plan to see you (in one way or another) next year.
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A Note About Our Upcoming Demonstrator
Contributed by David Pettenski
The October meeting will be an Interactive Remote
Demonstration (IRD) via Zoom featuring Tom Willing,
Lake Oswego, OR. Tom will be demonstrating how to
turn a box with a slip fitted lid.
It has been over 50 years since Oregon artist Tom
Willing created his first woodturning in his father’s
woodshop. Since then, he has come to focus on
pieces that are sensitive to the interplay between light,
form, and material. Working with both native and
exotic species of woods, Willing seeks to uncover the
visual magic within each piece of timber that waits to
be revealed.
In addition to Tom's sculptural display work, he designs pieces that combine the aesthetic and
functional - bowls, pepper grinders, and platters. Willing’s work is elegantly finished on the
lathe with walnut oil and wax, then buffed to bring out the natural luster of the wood.
Tom holds his BA degree from the University of Oregon, an MA from The Ohio State
University, and a MAT from Lewis and Clark University. He taught middle school in Newberg,
Oregon, until retiring in 2013. Past President and Certified Member of the Pacific Northwest
Woodturning Guild, he teaches woodturning techniques and is an active member of Northwest
Woodturners and the American Association of Woodturners. Tom currently serves as President
of Frogwood, a 501(c)(3) Arts Education Organization. He lives in the Willamette Valley with
his wife, watercolor artist Mary Burgess.
Tom’s work can be found at the following web sites:

https://www.northwestwoodturners.com/
woodturningguild.com
frogwoodcollab.com
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Sawdust Saturdays Are Returning!
The Sawdust Saturday Survey results are in, and the most popular request was for a
Sharpening session!
The club has been able to organize a multi-session
event to take place on October 17th . Rod Parker
has graciously volunteered to facilitate the sessions,
as well as provide his shop in Stanwood as a venue.
Not only will Rod be covering sharpening of various
gouge and skew types, but we will also have several
different sharpening systems available to peruse,
including Wolverine, Kodiak, Tormec, and CBN
wheels to name a few.

We will be holding 4 sessions, each for 2 hours, at
9:00am, 11:00am, 1:00pm, and 3:00pm.
If you have dull tools at home, you are encouraged to
bring them. For those of you who have no tools at all,
or tools that are already sharp, we will have some of the
club tools available for sharpening.
To accommodate COVID restrictions, we will be limiting
classes to 4 masked attendees at a time, based on a
reservation basis. Please submit your request and
preferred reservation time to Giovanni at:

gmonteferrante@gmail.com .
Include a backup time in case your first choice is not available. Directions will be provided
with your confirmation.
Keep Sharp, and Gouge On!

-- Contributed by Giovanni Monteferrante
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Pay Electronically When Possible

Due to coronavirus restrictions, NWW is now
encouraging all club financial transactions be completed
with PayPal . No, we have no stock in the company, but
PayPal provides the club with the flexibility to conduct
club business while we are not meeting in person each
month. We are encouraging all club members to
consider using Paypal for any club transactions, such as
dues, company store purchases, raffles, auctions, etc.
To make a payment to our club via PayPal, you need two
things: you need to know who you are paying (and that
will be “treasurer@nwwwt.org"), and of course you
need a PayPal account.
If you do not have a PayPal account, no worries, you can sign up for free on the link below.
Payments to the club not made by cash or check at time of purchase will be invoiced via
PayPal. For example, we allow invoicing for items purchased at the club store through PayPal.
No other forms of deferred payments are accepted; i.e. no IOU’s, mailed checks, etc. Let Tom
Thornton know you wish to pay by PayPal for a club store purchase and he will collect your
name and email address for the club Treasurer to start the invoicing process via the PayPal
system. An invoice will be e-mailed to you shortly so you can complete the purchase at your
earliest convenience.
We hope you consider using PayPal later this year when you are renewing your membership
for 2021.
Learn how to pay and buy online with PayPal:

https://www.paypal.com/aw/webapps/mpp/pay-online
Furthermore, for your convenience NWW also accepts Zelle payments. For a list of banks and
credit unions that are Zelle partners see below:

https://www.zellepay.com/get-started

No other electronic forms of payment are accepted by NWW at this time and we do continue
to accept checks and cash for your purchases but for safety's sake, PayPal is our first choice.

Phil Kezele
Treasurer
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Know Your Woods
Laburnum (Laburnum anagyroides), also called Goldren Chain,

is native to central and southern Europe, but common as an
ornamental tree in the USA. It grows to 20-30 ft in height with a
trunk diabeter of 6-12 inches.
Heartwood color ranges from an orangish brown to a darker
violet brown, darkening with age. Clearly demarcated sapwood
is a pale yellow.
Laburnum's grain is usually straight with a fine, even texture.
Good natural luster.
Despite its high density and hardness, Laburnum is generally
easy to work. It is known to be an excellent turning wood, and
is favored for carving as well. Because of the tree’s small size,
Laburnum is likely to remain available only on a small hobbyist
scale.

From THE WOOD DATABASE
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Turning on the Web* ...
Contributed by Rick Anderson
Woodturning always requires a way of
efficiently and safely holding the wood in
the lathe. While most often we resort to
faceplates, chucks and centers to hold the
wood, there are often situations where none
of these will work without leaving marks on
the wood or access to efficiently turn wood
away. That is when we can resort to Jam
Chucks aka Jamb Chucks. You will find
examples spelled both ways. A close kin of
Jam Chucks are Friction Chucks. Let’s take a
look at both.
Other alternatives are Vacuum Chucks, Longworth Chucks and Cole Jaws which, while very
versatile and useful primarily for turning the foot of the bowl, they are not as inexpensive as
Jam and Friction Chucks. Even so, there are many situations where a Jam Chuck is the
preferred method of work holding. For example, turning the bottom of a small lidded box.
Some Jam Chucks provide a way of driving the wood but with the wood is still held in place
with pressure from the tail stock and a live center. This would be considered Friction
Chucking. Other times, such as turning away the tenon from the bottom of a bowl, we need a
Jam Chuck to completely hold and drive the workpiece…..this requires a rather precise fit.
Even in this situation, often the workpiece is held safely in place by the tail stock until the last
bit of wood at the center needs to be turned away.
For more detailed explanation and illustrations of Jam Chucking head to the website Turn a
Wood Bowl. https://turnawoodbowl.com/jam-chuck-wooden-bowl-turning-magical-partner/
Another excellent reference for Jam and Friction Chucks is the book by Doc Green titled
Fixtures and Chucks for Woodturning. This book is an excellent reference for all manner of
work holding. It’s available in the NWW library, though currently long overdue. It would be a
worthwhile addition to your own bookshelf so you can refer to it at a moment's notice.
As usual, YouTube offers numerous videos on Jam Chucks and Friction Chucks including:
Kent Weakley: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= tc2TFHf6wOk
Mike Peace: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= 7lyPjwI1 GKQ
Sam Angelo: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= ASc5azQdxKk
Before you throw out all those spare chunks of wood kicking around in your shop, check to
see if they might make a future Jam or Friction Chuck. You just never know when you will be
in a jam…...
*The internet contains a wealth of information of value to woodturners. Some is direct “how to”
articles and videos ...other resources provide inspiration and techniques which can be applied to our
craft. But remember, the internet is unedited, so beware of poor and unsafe techniques.
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Store Supplies, Library Materials and Wood Raffle
We are planning to hold our next monthly
parking lot Wood Raffle and Library event
on Saturday Oct. 24th from 11 :00 to 12:30
at the Hillcrest Lodge parking lot. Wood
raffle will begin at 11:45 am. Tickets are
$1.00 each or 6 for $5.00.
Once again we will have an informal "Very
Instant Gallery" for members to show their
recent work. Table space will be set aside
and hand sanitizer will be available, so all
you need to do is drop off the piece when
you arrive and pick it up when you leave.

Library will be available for check-in and
check-out. A full complement of store
supplies will on hand (PayPal or cash
preferred).
Collection boxes will be present to
accept spin tops and Christmas tree
ornaments -- thank you in advance for
your generous donations!

Christmas Tree Ornaments Before Halloween?!
It does seem odd to have to get our ornaments turned in prior to
Halloween for the "Turn For The Better" Christmas tree we are
decorating for the Bellingham Senior Services charity event, but
odd circumstances are nothing unusual in 2020, right?!
In all likelihood, you have received a call from one of our board
members about the ornaments and we trust that most of you have
been willing to commit to making at least one. We will have an
ornament collection box at the parking lot event described at the
top of the page, but will also work out individual collection
logistics with you if necessary. Call or email any board member if
you need help in getting your ornaments collected.
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Wood Gathering Team
The club was recently made aware of a large maple tree
available in Machias, which is just north of Snohomish.
A small crew harvested some of it on September 29, but
there is plenty of quality wood left.
The tree is beautifully spalted with little or no rot and the
rounds vary from approximately 24” to 36” in diameter.

Our plan is to organize another work party as soon as
possible, while we still have decent weather, to clear out
the remainder. If interested please contact Tom Thornton
at chippytom44@comcast.net. Please include your
time/date availability if possible.

Safety Tip
When at our lathes, we all know (or should know!) about using a
face shield, tying back long hair, avoiding loose clothing that
could catch on rotating parts, and checking lathe speed and all
locking parts BEFORE turning on the lathe.
When the lathe is on, be aware of THE RED ZONE , the area
directly behind and in front of the workpiece -- the areas most
likely for a piece to travel if it should come off the lathe. A good
safety habit is to step out of this zone when switching the lathe
on. And consistency is paramount.....do it ALWAYS!
14

The Tenacity of Trees!
This is the fifth in a series of pictures demonstrating the determination to survive. Contributed by Les Books.

Life Finds a Way
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Club Contacts
Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt. Vernon, WA 98373

President

Membership Chairperson

Vice President

Education Outreach Chairperson

Secretary

Mentoring Chairperson

Treasurer

Sawdust Saturday Chairperson

Members at Large

Librarian

Giovanni Monteferrante
Memberatlarge2@nwwwt.org

Gallery Photographer

Rod Parker
President@nwwwt.org

Angela Hills
Membership@nwwwt.org

Angela Hills
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

George Way
Outreach@nwwwt.org

Gary Moore (Acting)
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Rod Parker (Acting)
Mentors@nwwwt.org

Phil Kezele
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Giovanni Monteferrante
SawdustSaturday@nwwwt.org

Sherri Greenleaf
Memberatlarge1@nwwwt.org

Tal Birdsong
Librarian@nwwwt.org
Ron Radliff
Photographer@nwwwt.org

Rick Terney
Memberatlarge3@nwwwt.org

Newsletter Editor

Ray Shields
Newsletter@nwwwt.org

Tom Thornton
Memberatlarge4@nwwwt.org

Programs Chairperson
David Pettenski
Programs@nwwwt.org

Website Manager

Ray Shields
Web@nwwwt.org
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Classified Ads
This space is set aside for contributors and for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood,
etc. Please submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.

Have some hand-me-down tools
you would like to donate?
Contact our Store Manager, Rich
Turpin (kydso2@hotmail.com), or
bring the tools to a Thurs. regular
meeting. Thank you!!!

to our Club members

1401 E St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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Ads (Cont'd)

Please note
note that
that Craft
Craft Supplies
Supplies provides
provides our
our club
club with
with
Please
several hundred
hundred dollars
dollars inin Gift
Gift Certificates
Certificates each
each year.
year.
several
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Ads (Cont'd)

Woodworking Tools For Sale
1.

Grizzly G0555 14" bandsaw, very good condition, extra
blades, $275 OBO

2.

Ridgid JP 06101 Jointer, very good condition, $225 OBO

3.

Vintage Air Compressor runs fine, but low pressure, would
be fine for a nailer/brad fun FREE

4.

Rockwell Blade Runner RK 7320 Table mounted "jig saw"
with wall mount attachment like new $125 OBO

5.

Craftsman 4x36 Belt / 6" Disc sander, good condition,
extra belts, $75 OBO (L side of picture)

6.

Grizzly H3140 1 " x 30" Belt Sander, good condition,
extra belts, $65 OBO (R side of picture)

Currently these tools and many smaller
tools that are also available are located
on Camano Island.

Contact: Bill
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Swander bswander44@gmail.com
Cell - 215-410-9963
Home - 360-572-4230

Outtakes
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