Northwest Washington Woodturners

A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for February, 2021

About NWW...

President's Letter

The Club meets every 3rd Thursday of the
month. There is no meeting in Dec. Time:
6:30pm No host dinner beginning at 5:30pm.

Fellow Northwest Washington Woodturning
members,
Thanks to all of you who supported our parking
lot Wood Raffle, Club Store and Library service
in February. Though the weather was somewhat
marginal we had a good club representation.
These are always a great opportunity to pick up
large and small turning blanks.
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We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid St (Exit 226).
Turn east up Kincaid to S. 13th St, turn right
(south). Hillcrest Park is approx. 6 blocks
south on 13th St. The Lodge is located in the
NW corner of the parking lot, beyond the
tennis courts.

This past Saturday we had our initial foray into a
club-sponsored video Share & Tell and Q & A
session. It was great to see many members who
have not been able to join us for our regular
meetings. I am really humbled by the amount of
knowledge and experience present within our
club and the willingness of our members to
share. We had some fun discussions of bowl
design pluses and minuses, hollowing tools,
and finishes. If any members have thoughts
regarding how the sessions can add more value
to the membership, please contact me with an
email or a phone call.

Meetings are open to anyone interested in
woodturning. All skill levels from beginners
to advanced turners are welcome.
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President's Letter (Cont'd)
I am still looking for a club member who would be willing to take part in the club’s board of
directors and lead the membership committee. Also, the club needs to fill out our officer ranks.
Since Angela Hills has moved to Idaho, we are in need of someone to fill the Vice-President
roll. If you feel you would be interested in either of these rolls, please contact me.

Rod Parker

President's Creative Challenge
For our members who like a challenge, the
President’s Challenge this month will be to
incorporate Theo Haralampou ’s Bowl-in-a-Bowl
technique to turn a bowl, of any size, that utilizes
his techniques. Please email photos of your
submission to rodney parker@cox.net prior to our
March meeting.

Quick Tip

Reuse a tin can for storing glue bottles upside down in your

workshop. Then you won't have to wait for the glue to slowly
reach the top of the bottle in order to squeeze it out -- it'll be ready
to go when you reach for it.
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February Program Recap
On February 18th Theo Haralampou provided us
with an online demonstration from Brisbane, Australia
on how to make a "Bowl-Within-A-Bowl". Theo took
up woodworking more than twenty-three years ago.
Apart from demonstrating throughout Australia and
New Zealand at symposia, club events and wood
shows, he has also demonstrated in the USA AAW
Symposium, on the Woodturning Cruise through the
fjords of Norway and for World Wood Day celebrations
and tours in China, Cambodia and Laos.
Theo acknowledged that the idea of a bowl within a
bowl was not was not his originally (he recalled seeing
Theo Haralampou
a German turner demonstrate it on YouTube), but he
has incorporated some of his own ideas to make it easier to do. He begins by mounting a
bowl blank on the lathe using a woodscrew and turns it to a cylinder of the desired diameter.
The bowl shape he is aiming for is a perfect halfsphere, but it will have a small tenon at its base
so he sets the length = radius + 9/16" for the
tenon.
He rough turns the cylinder down to approximately a half sphere -- it doesn't need to be exact
at this point and in fact it's better to leave a little
extra wood (see picture at right where Theo has
completed the rough turning).
The next step Theo takes is to arrange a lisht-andshadow method of cutting a near perfect halfsphere. He accomplishes this by using a roughly
9"x12" piece of 1/8" plywood or masonite board
that is attached behind the bowl blank. He does
this by clamping to the lathe bed a 2x4 scrap with a 45
degree angled slot at one end that the board slips into. The
board is held at an angle to let shavings fall off of it, and it
is notched at the bottom to avoid interference with the
banjo. Theo uses 4 [blue] clothes pins to hold a sheet of
white printer paper to the board.
The paper should sit close to the bowl but not so close that
shavings get trapped between the bowl and paper. Theo
recommends a space of about 3/8 inch.

(Continued on next page)
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February Program Recap (Cont'd)
Theo next aligns a light source about 6 ft above the ground
and at 90 degrees to the board, using his “rocket” jig. The
overall length of his rocket jig is 30 inches. It is designed
to indicate the correct positioning of the light. It has two
“fins” that sit flat against the shadow board with a cutout
between them that just fits over the chuck jaws. The
rocket’s tip is where one would position a light consisting
of a single LED in order to keep the shadow as sharp as
possible.
Theo clamps his light to an overhead beam in his shop, but
a microphone stand, percussion cymbal stand, or similar
fixture can also be used.

Once the light has been set up and the shadow of the
piece is visible, mark the top and bottom of the blank's
shadow and center line on the white piece of paper. Then
use a compass with one leg on the centerline and the
marking leg at the upper edge to draw a semi-circle.

Both the drawn half-sphere and the piece’s shadow will
now be visible. Without bumping the light, use a gouge
to cut the piece down to match the drawn line. Use a
skew as a negative rake scraper to fine tune the shape.
Don’t forget to leave a small spigot (tenon) at the bowl’s
base that is sized to fit your chuck.

The outside of the bowl can be sanded using a wooden
ring (such as a curtain ring) or a metal ring (such as a
cook’s egg ring). Theo makes radiating cuts from the
center of a sanding disk to use the rings.
The outside of the bowl can then be finished.

(Continued on next page)
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February Program Recap (Cont'd)
Mount the bowl using the tenon in your scroll chuck and
drill a hole 3/8" short of the inner radius of the smaller
bowl.
True up the front of the bowl and mark the two circles
delineating the rim of each bowl.

Use a bowl gouge to hollow out the bowl, using the center
hole as a guide for the bowl's depth.
Maintain a uniform wall thickness (in this case, Theo made
it 3/4" thick)

Since Theo's overall wall thickness is 3/4", each bowl's
thickness will be half that, or 3/8".
Note the line that demarcates the inner and outer bowls.

Cut the inner bowl’s edge down ¾” deep.
As shown in the picture, a skew chisel can be used to
clean up the edges.

(Continued on next page)
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February Program Recap (Cont'd)
Remove the bowl from the chuck and set it aside for the
moment.
Prepare a large cylindrical piece on the lathe so that the
bowl can be placed over it.
[Optional] Most of the bowl's tenon can be turned away
at this point. Sand and seal.

Place the previously turned hemispheric bowl into the
newly mounted piecel using a tennis ball, rubber
chuck, or similar item on the live tailstock and secure it
by friction.
Measure down 1½” from the bowl’s outer edge. Tilt the
bowl so that a circumference line can be drawn that just
touches the upper edge on one side and goes down 1
½” on the other side. Using a sharp gouge, remove the
“outer bowl” wood and clean up edges.

Theo sometimes uses a small saw to carefully trim the
bowl edges if necessary.
Sand by hand and apply finish.

You now have a bowl-in-a-bowl. You can
remove its tenon (if not removed earlier)
and either turn the bottom round or
turn/sand a flat so that it remains stable
when sitting on a table or shelf.
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Upcoming Programs

March 18, 2021

- Have an interest in inlays? Don't miss
the presentation by Craig Timmerman . Craig is a full-time
artist and production woodturner living in Austin, TX. He
has been a featured demonstrator three times at the
American Association of Woodturners National
Symposium as well as multiple regional woodturning
symposiums, and local woodturning clubs. See more
about his planned demonstration on the next page.

April 15, 2021 - This month's demonstrator will be Alan
Stratton from Lindon, Utah who will provide an IRD on

"N-Loop Celtic Knots", where the "N" represents the
number of loops that you would place into your project.
Alan's website is https://www.aswoodturns.com/. He has
many demo video handouts on his site which you are
encouraged to view. He also has an extensive YouTube
channel.

May 20, 2021 - Tim Yoder from Tulsa, OK, a demonstrator

best known for his extensive YouTube videos, will provide
an IRD designed especially for beginning turners. Tim was
the producer and key woodturner for the PBS series
“Woodturning Workshop with Tim Yoder”. After this PBS
adventure for four seasons Tim produced over 200 videos
for You Tube. Tim also owns and operates Tim’s Tools, a
source o of woodturning accessories. He will be using the
following simple turning projects to introduce new turners
and those interested in wood turning: a rolling pin, a basic
bowl, a spinning top and a honey dipper. This
demonstration should be a good way to introduce new
members to the club. Tim’s website is: wtwtim.com .
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Our Coming Demonstrator
In March Craig Timmerman from Austin, TX will give an IRD
turning demonstration on “Inlay Techniques”. The inlays can be
used to highlight rather than hide the defects in your turnings.
Craig typically uses turquoise inlay but he has used other stone
like malachite and pipestone as well as colored powders and
powdered metals. The demo will cover all aspects in the process
which include prepping the defects, selecting the correct
bonding agent to use, how to fill the defects, sanding, and much
more. For a preview his web site is: armadillowoodworks.com
Craig's demonstration will take place on March
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Craig Timmerman

18th -- hope to see you then!

Know Your Woods
Masur Birch (Betula spp) is not a particular species of birch, but is

rather a grain figure that is most commonly seen in Downy Birch and
Silver Birch. It is also sometimes known as Karelian Birch — with
Karelia being a region between Finland and Russia. These trees have a
1-2 ft trunk diameter and are found in Europe and SW Asia.
The heartwood is reddish brown with nearly white sapwood. Once
surmised to have been caused by the boring larvae of a certain beetle,
Masur Birch in Norway has been shown to be hereditary, classifying
the name of the variant as Betula pendula var. Carelica. Regardless of
the exact cause and makeup of the peculiar grain pattern, the resulting
figure and appearance is very similar to burl wood or birdseye maple,
though of a different origin.
Masur Birch is commonly used for turned objects, decorative veneer,
knife handles, and other small specialty items.

From THE WOOD DATABASE
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Turning on the Web* ...
Contributed by Rick Anderson
If you were intrigued by Theo Haralampou ’s
Bowl in a Bowl presentation during our
February online meeting, you might want to
even further expand your skills by turning an
Emerging Bowl …...a bowl that seems to be
emerging out of a solid block of wood. The
variations of this concept are so nearly
endless…..that they might be better named
Emerging Creativity! The following videos and
article are just a teaser of what’s possible.
Explore the internet for a myriad of ideas to
inspire your next project!

Mike Waldt demonstrates a basic emerging bowl in
his YouTube video.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= ekH57icxrJM

With spring just around the corner, Alan
pruned branch.

Stratton turns his emerging bowl from a freshly

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= CFq_EyzKisQ
Gary who goes by ThePapa1947 on YouTube takes this concept a step further by turning his
emerging box from a crotch section of a branch. This one takes lots of patience and care, but I
think you will agree that the end result is very worthwhile.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= 5CuaAZ9PenM
For an even further challenge you can also turn an
Emerging Box. A master of emerging boxes is
Guilio Marcolongo from Australia. He wrote an
article for The American Woodturner in 2018

(Continued on next page)
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Turning on the Web (Cont'd)
giving detailed instructions for creating your own
emerging box. I saw some of Guilio’s emerging boxes
at the Utah Symposium a few years ago and they are
spectacular.

https://community.woodturner.org/HigherLogic/System/
DownloadDocumentFile.ashx?DocumentFileKey= 7da1
166c-d1 ac-472d-a978-5822730978ef
Finally, remember that these turnings include work that is
out of balance and often secured w/ hot melt glue and
other pieces of wood to secure the piece while turning. Make sure your work
piece is well secured before you proceed …...keep your hands and arms behind
the tool rest….be cautious and be safe…...let your creativity flow!

*The internet contains a wealth of information of value to woodturners. Some is direct “how to”
articles and videos ...other resources provide inspiration and techniques which can be applied to our
craft. But remember, the internet is unedited, so beware of poor and unsafe techniques.

Safety is YOUR Responsibility
Most of the woodturning safety guidelines are just common sense. Still, it is surprising how
many of us, beginners and seasoned turners alike, have an occasional lapse in some of the
most basic rules. Two of the most common that get overlooked or forgotten:

1. Always check the speed of the lathe before turning it on.
Nobody would argue with this, but it gets neglected more often than it should.
Maybe you were buffing a piece at a brisk speed the last time you were at the
lathe. It looks great and you remove it from the lathe and call it a night. The next
day you mount a rough bowl blank and turn on the lathe without checking the
speed. If you are lucky and your reflexes are fast, you only have to change your
underwear. If not.....well, we won't talk about all the potential gruesome injuries
that could result. Make it a habit to ALWAYS check the speed before turning on
the lathe.

2. Check that all locking devices on the tailstock and tool rest assembly (rest and base)
are tight before operating the lathe.
Most have us have neglected to do this at least once or twice. Usually it is due to
inattention -- we are thinking about the next step or our mind has wandered off to
something else. As your father said, PAY ATTENTION! Remain focused on the task
at hand, lest you or your turning piece suffer preventable injuries.
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The Tenacity of Trees!
This is the ninth in a series of pictures demonstrating the determination to survive. Contributed by Les Books.

Third floor window
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Club Contacts
Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt. Vernon, WA 98373

President

Membership Chairperson

Vice President

Education Outreach Chairperson

Secretary

Mentoring Chairperson

Treasurer

Sawdust Saturday Chairperson

Members at Large

Librarian

Giovanni Monteferrante
Memberatlarge2@nwwwt.org

Gallery Photographer

Rod Parker
President@nwwwt.org

Sherri Greenleaf (Temporary Acting)
Membership@nwwwt.org

Angela Hills (Interim)
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

George Way
Outreach@nwwwt.org

Norman Lanford
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Rod Parker (Acting)
Mentors@nwwwt.org

Phil Kezele
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Giovanni Monteferrante
SawdustSaturday@nwwwt.org

Sherri Greenleaf
Memberatlarge1@nwwwt.org

Tal Birdsong
Librarian@nwwwt.org
Ron Radliff
Photographer@nwwwt.org

Rick Terney
Memberatlarge3@nwwwt.org

Newsletter Editor

Ray Shields
Newsletter@nwwwt.org

Tom Thornton
Memberatlarge4@nwwwt.org

Programs Chairperson
David Pettenski
Programs@nwwwt.org

Website Manager

Ray Shields
Web@nwwwt.org
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Classified Ads
This space is set aside for contributors and for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood,
etc. Please submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.

DAVID ELLSWORTH CLASS
David offers a turning class at his home/studio in North Carolina
once or twice a month. It is three full days of instruction on a
ROBUST lathe for a $700 fee. The maximum number of students
per class is five, ensuring significant individual time with the
“master”. Wouldn’t it be great if five of us from NWW Woodturners
could take the class together?
This posting is just a tickler to see if there is sufficient interest from the group (Ellsworth
has already expressed interest in our potential group) for a group class in late Fall or
winter of 2021. We are just beginning to generate more details, and you might want to
check David’s website for more information. In addition to the class tuition, you would
need to plan on additional expenses for travel (he is just north of Ashville, NC), food and
lodging – but what an incredible opportunity.
We expect to have more information for the next newsletter, but in the meantime, if you
are interested, please contact: Clark Champion (clarkchampion@aol.com, (407) 405-6737).

1401 E St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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Ads (Cont'd)

Have some hand-me-down tools
you would like to donate?
Contact our Store Manager, Tom
Thornton (chippytom44@gmail.com),
or bring the tools to a weekend
parking lot sale. Thank you!!!

Please note that Craft Supplies provides our club with
several hundred dollars in Gift Certificates each year.
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Ads (Cont'd)

Outtakes
Theo Haralampou addresses a member's question....
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