Northwest Washington Woodturners

A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for June, 2021

About NWW...

President's Letter

The Club meets every 3rd Thursday of the
month. There is no meeting in Dec. Time:
6:30pm No host dinner beginning at 5:30pm.

by Rod Parker

Fellow NWW members,
I am happy, no, I am DELIGHTED to be able to
share the news with you that our club is
resuming normal operations, starting with our
club meeting on July 15th. Also, we will have a
new venue for our meetings. Our regular

We meet at Mt. Vernon Christian School in
Mt. Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid St (Exit
226). Turn west on Kincaid, then L on 3rd St
south 1.9 mi to Blackburn St. Turn R (west) on
Blackburn for 0.2 mi and find the school's
driveway on the left immediately after the
smallish blue school sign. Follow the
driveway to the large parking lot on the right.

monthly meetings now will be held at the
Mount Vernon Christian School. The school is

located at 820 W Blackburn Road. Those of you
familiar with Mount Vernon will recognize the
school is just down the hill and on the opposite
side of I-5 from our former meeting location at
Hillcrest Lodge.

Meetings are open to anyone interested in
woodturning. All skill levels from beginners
to advanced turners are welcome.

This month’s meeting will feature Eric Lofstrom ,
whom we all recognize from his past and very
popular presentations at our club. We will be
setting up for the meeting beginning at 5:30. All
members interested in helping with the setup
are welcome to come by and help.
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Our very popular Sawdust Saturdays sessions,
led by Giovanni Monteferrante, will continue
in July with a session on Tool Handle Turning.
This session will build on the skills and
information shared by Rick Anderson and Ray
Shields in the Intro to Spindle Turning session
conducted in June. So, if you are interested in
learning a proven process for turning handles
for everything from ice cream scoops to
screwdrivers and of course Turning Tool
handles, please save the date, July 31st. A
display and signup sheets will be available at
the July 15th meeting, or you may contact
Giovanni via email at gmonteferrante@gmail.com.
The Anacortes Arts and Crafts Fair will be held
this year on August 6,7, and 8. This is always a
(Continued on next page)
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President's Letter (Cont'd)
very popular event that provides club members and opportunity to demonstrate their skills, sell
their creations and share with the public the craft of woodturning. George Way is chairing this
event and is looking for club members to help with setup, take down, demonstrate woodturning
techniques, and to sell their creations. Please see George at our July meeting to sign up or you
can contact him via email at georgeway@gmail.com.
Save The Date! We are still working out the details, but we are having a club Potluck Picnic on
August 14th . The picnic will be held in the Mount Vernon area. At this point the time and
location are TBD. I hope to have information nailed down prior to the newsletter publication, if
not, certainly before our July meeting. Potluck Sign up sheets will be available at the July
meeting.
If you have not already responded to David Pettenski ’s email survey sent to you on 6/26, please
do so as soon as possible. We need the information from the survey to plan our presentations
and classes. Please help us out and share your ideas with David.
Final two issues:

Dues: We understand the past 18 months have been very difficult for our members and NWW

as a club. For this reason we have not pursued the issue of dues with our club members. We are
carrying about 80 members on our roster who are not current on their dues. I hope you will be
able to attend our July meeting and use that as an opportunity to get caught up.

Club Officers: The NWW needs your help! We are short a Vice President since Angela Hills'

departure, plus we need a Chair for the Membership Committee and we will need additional
support on the Board of Directors. Due to the COVID19 shutdown, the club agreed to carry the
2020 officers forward to this year. Speaking for myself, I need to step back at the end of this
year. I would really like to have an officer group to lead the club into the coming years. If you
have even the slightest interest in knowing more about the club's Board, the duties of the club
officers, please speak with me at the July meeting.
Looking forward to seeing all of you at our July meeting!

Rod Parker

President's Creative Challenge
I found the presentation on lamination and turning to be very
interesting. I hope you did, too, and come up with a laminated
masterpiece for this month's Challenge. I have a number of
pieces to show for the In Person Gallery and President's
Challenge. Please bring your creations to our July meeting.
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Sawdust Saturdays
By Giovanni Monteferrante
Our Sawdust Saturdays program is going
strong again. As you are probably aware,
they take place on the last Saturday of most
months at the woodturning studio of one of
our generous members (Gerrit Van Ness).
The studio is equipped with 9 complete
lathe stations plus accessories.
Classes normally run from 9:00 am to
around 3:00 pm, with a break for brown bag
lunches (no stores or restaurants close by).
Cost for the day's instruction is $10 (which also includes turning wood, coffee and donuts).
Reply to Giovanni Monteferrante (sawdustsaturday@nwwwt.org) with any questions or
comments, or to get on the signup list. A signup sheet will also be available at the club
meetings.

July 31 - "Get a Handle On This!"
Using spindle turning techniques, learn to make handles for
woodworking tools, ice cream scoops, pizza cutters, magnifying glasses, and others. This month's Sawdust Saturday class
will cover all you need to get started turning your own unique
handles. Prior spindle turning may be helpful, but no prior
experience is required to take this class.

Coming soon to a Studio near us!
Bowl Me Over - Intro to Bowls
Can You Top This? - Turning Tops
Ornamentation Is The Name of the Game - Turn Simple Ornaments for the Holidays
You've Got the Magic Touch - Intro to Platters
Thinking inside the Box - Intro to Boxes

3

June Program Recap
Our June demonstrator was Frank Penta, a nationally
recognized woodturner and instructor from North Carolina
who has conducted workshops in a variety of settings,
including the John C. Campbell Folk School, Arrowmont
School of Arts and Crafts and the Appalachian Center for
Crafts. His work has been has featured in American
Woodturner magazine, and he is co-author of the book
Woodturning Tools, Techniques, and Projects. At our
meeting he provided us with an enthusiastic description and
demo of how he makes his one-of-a-kind laminated bowls.

Frank Penta

Frank provided a nice handout well in advance of his demonstration. It describes the steps
that Frank goes through in preparing his laminated bowl blanks. Rather than try to re-invent
the wheel and repeat the explanation of each step, his handout is included here, beginning
on the next page.
Additionally, if you would like to watch a recording of the demo that Frank provided to our
club, it is available here for at least the next 30 days.

Sample laminated bowls by Frank Penta and some of his students

(Continued on next page)
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June Program Recap (Cont'd)
Frank Penta Handout - Page 1
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June Program Recap (Cont'd)
Frank Penta Handout - Page 2
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June Program Recap (Cont'd)
Frank Penta Handout - Page 3
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June Program Recap (Cont'd)
Frank Penta Handout - Page 4

Note: For all of his gluing Frank uses Titebond III exclusively, which has an open time of about 10 min.
He applies the glue to each surface using a chip brush.
Further, Frank prefers Sauers & Company Veneers (dyed completely through the veneer), and
cuts the veneers using a standard paper cutter.
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June Program Recap (Cont'd)
Frank Penta Handout - Page 5

Note: One of Frank's favorite finishes consists of 1/3 mineral spirits, 1/3 100% tung oil
and 1/3 polyurethane, by volume. He applies 2 or3 coats.
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June Program Recap (Cont'd)
Frank Penta Handout - Page 6

10

Upcoming Programs

- Perennial favorite Eric Lofstrom from
Enumclaw, WA will be providing a demonstration in
person! His presentation will be, “Turn an Artistic End
Grain Bowl: Namaste Series." Please refer to the following
page for details, and take note that the meeting and demo
will take place at our new venue, the Mt. Vernon Christian
School (map on page 14).

July 15, 2021

August 14, 2021

- Although things have cooled down a bit
[thankfully], sunny skies and warmer weather is putting
many of us in the mood for a picnic. Although unforseen
circumstances have put the kibosh on our usual venue this
year, here is the latest breaking news: We WILL be able to
have the club Potluck Picnic on the grassy grounds of the
Mt. Vernon Christian School. We will have access to
refrigerators to keep items cool, and restrooms will be
available. More information will be announced during the
July meeting.

September 16, 2021

- Our guest demonstrator will be
artist and woodturner Dan Tilden , from Ashland, OR. He
will be giving a demo on hollowing. Most of his work is
with burls and natural edges resulting in some spectacular
pieces. You won't want to miss this one!
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Our Coming Demonstrator
The July 15 meeting will be a return to our traditional
in-person meeting format. We will feature a long time
favorite, Eric Lofstrom from Enumclaw, WA. Eric will
be demonstrating how to “Turn an Artistic End Grain
Bowl: Namaste Series”. This small end grain bowl will
feature multiple elegant coloring and texturing
embellishments to add depth and drama to a simple
form resulting in a potential piece of art.
There is a handout available for this demonstration:

Eric Lofstrom

PLEASE NOTE THIS MEETING WILL BE AT A NEW LOCATION: THE MOUNT VERNON
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL, 820 W. BLACKBURN RD., MOUNT VERNON, WA 98273.

Parking is free and the meeting will be in the auditorium located in the front center part of
the building adjacent to the parking lot.
Eric’s earliest memories of creating with wood
are in Grandpa's dirt floor, basement workshop;
he had a special place at the bench, right next to
the scrap bin.
Eric grew up around woodworking, but had
never learned about a tool called the lathe until
the first weekend in October of 2001, while
attending a free demo at a woodworking store in
Sumner, WA. It was here that his woodworking
trajectory changed and the woodturning adventures began. A demonstration on turning pens
and letter openers was all it took to hook his curiosity. Creating shavings on a lathe consumed
Eric’s thoughts for the next few weeks as he wrapped his brain around how a finished piece
could emerge from rough materials so quickly!

(Continued on next page)
12

Our Coming Demonstrator (Cont'd)
After hearing all the details (several times), Eric’s wife pursued this spark of excitement
and set his woodturning journey in motion with a mini lathe and tool set for Christmas.
Years later, Eric’s woodturning enthusiasm
continues to grow.
Like many turners, Eric began with scraps of
2x4s and “factory sharpened” tools. Several
startling catches in the first few projects
quickly focused him on the why and how of
creating curls instead of settling for sawdust.
Gaining tool control and improving technique became a personal quest. Whether
creating a fitted lid box or multi-axis turning,
a translucent or winged bowl, a hollow form
or exploring surface embellishments, Eric
enjoys projects which both challenge his skill
and stretch his creative curiosity.
In the fall of 2002, Eric began a membership
with the South Puget Sound Chapter of the
AAW. He enjoyed serving on the board of
directors from 2005-2012 and representing
the club at several woodworking shows in
addition to mentoring others at the club's
monthly sawdust sessions. He began demonstrating and teaching woodturning classes at local
woodworking stores in 2006. Since then, Eric has taught at multiple symposiums and has
become a highly sought-after instructor for woodturning clubs across the United States and
Canada. The constant exposure to other turners continues to transform his awareness and
understanding of turning fundamentals.
Conscious of the importance tool control plays in creating pieces, Eric believes it is not only
important to know which techniques work but also why they work. As a passionate teacher and
woodturner, Eric is on a mission to impact the world of woodturning by helping others build
confidence in tool control and developing their own creative voice!
There is nothing more powerful than being inspired by an idea and having the courage and
confidence to create that one-of-a-kind piece… to Eric, this is what woodturning is all about!
You can see more about Eric and his projects on his website: https://www.ericlofstrom.com/

13

Our New Meeting Venue
Beginning with the July meeting, we will be holding all of our regular NWW meetings at the
Mt. Vernon Christian School , located at 820 W. Blackburn Rd in Mt. Vernon.

Former NWW
Meeting Site

RIGHT: View of driveway for MVCS

(look for the small blue school sign).
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Know Your Woods
Bradford Pear (Pyrus calleryana), is native to China and Vietnam, but
widely planted throughout the United States as ornamental trees and
increasingly regarded as an invasive species. The small round woody
fruit that the tree produces are not edible.
The trees grow 25-35 ft tall, often with a conical to rounded crown.
Trunk size 0.5-1.5 ft. Weak branch structure susceptible to limb
breakage.
Heartwood color is generally pale yellowish brown. Sapwood is
slightly lighter but is not usually distinct from heartwood. Grain is
usually straight with a very fine uniform texture.
Bradford Pear is easy to work with both hand and machine tools. It
turns, glues, and finishes well.
Common uses include inlay, carving, cabinetry and turned objects.
From THE WOOD DATABASE
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Turning on the Web* ...
Contributed by Rick Anderson
Watching our June demonstrator, Frank Penta,
making laminated bowls prompted me to
return to the website of Jim McPhail whose
work I have long admired. After a corporate
career in commercial art, Jim became a full
time wood artist. He resides in North Carolina
and has perfected techniques for creating
exquisite small layered turnings with dramatic
results. This is yet another method of
laminating a variety of woods for grain pattern
and color.
Jim’s website tells his story quite well and shows numerous examples of his work.
http://www.jimmcphail.com
Be sure to watch this video which is linked on Jim’s website. It tells his story in 8 minutes.
I hope you find it as fascinating as I did. www.youtube.com/watch?v=f6Ly6pUQdAE

In the Winter 2005 issue, American Woodturner featured an article by Jim which goes into detail
on how he plans and creates his pieces. www.nwwwt.org/docs/downloads/ (see last entry).
Grab some wood (DRY) and glue…..clamp them together…..maybe you will come up with
something yet different from either the work of Frank Penta or Jim McPhail. Enjoy the results!

*The internet contains a wealth of information of value to woodturners. Some is direct “how to”
articles and videos ...other resources provide inspiration and techniques which can be applied to our
craft. But remember, the internet is unedited, so beware of poor and unsafe techniques.
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The Tenacity of Trees!
This is the fourteenth in a series of pictures demonstrating the determination to survive. Contributed by Les Books.

Surrounded By Rock
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Club Contacts
Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt. Vernon, WA 98373

President

Membership Chairperson

Rod Parker
President@nwwwt.org

Sherri Greenleaf
Will Alexander
Membership@nwwwt.org

Vice President

Education Outreach Chairperson

TBD
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

George Way
Outreach@nwwwt.org

Secretary

Mentoring Chairperson

Norman Lanford
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Rod Parker (Acting)
Mentors@nwwwt.org

Treasurer

Sawdust Saturday Chairperson

Phil Kezele
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Giovanni Monteferrante
SawdustSaturday@nwwwt.org

Members at Large

Librarian

Sherri Greenleaf
Memberatlarge1@nwwwt.org

Tal Birdsong
Librarian@nwwwt.org

Giovanni Monteferrante
Memberatlarge2@nwwwt.org

Gallery Photographer

Ron Radliff
Photographer@nwwwt.org

Rick Terney
Memberatlarge3@nwwwt.org

Newsletter Editor

Tom Thornton
Memberatlarge4@nwwwt.org

Ray Shields
Newsletter@nwwwt.org

Programs Chairperson
David Pettenski
Programs@nwwwt.org

Website Manager

Ray Shields
Web@nwwwt.org
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Classified Ads
This space is set aside for contributors and for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood,
etc. Please submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.

Have some hand-me-down tools
you would like to donate?
Contact our Store Manager, Tom
Thornton (chippytom44@gmail.com),
or bring the tools to a weekend
parking lot sale. Thank you!!!

to our Club members

1401 E St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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Ads (Cont'd)

Please note that Craft Supplies provides our club with
several hundred dollars in Gift Certificates each year.
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Ads (Cont'd)

Woodworking Tools For Sale
Following is a list and description of the tools I am selling, along with pictures. All of the
tools, with the exception of the table saw which needs a tune-up, are in perfect working
order and some have been used only a few times in spite of their age (10-25 years except
for the table saw, 36 years but the original motor and fence have been upgraded). The
table saw has a new 2 HP motor and a micro-adjust fence.
All power tools and most accessories have the original manuals in near perfect
condition. If anyone has any questions about the tools they can call me (Ken Salazar) at
Home: (360)756-0347, Cell: (360)319-2937 or email me at kpsalzman@comcast.net
Text messages are OK.

Delta 12 inch Variable Speed Wood Lathe
(Model 46-700) $300

The lathe is mounted on a metal stand (model
46-705) and I have built a wooden enclosure
in the stand for turning tools and have a
number of accessories that I am selling
separately, including a 10 piece set of Robert
Sorby gouges, chisels and scrapers.

Ten piece set of Robert Sorby Lathe Tools

$200
Includes: roughing gouge, parting tool, thin
kerf parting tool, 1/2 inch round nose
scraper, standard skew chisel, three eighth
inch spindle gouge, fingernail spindle gouge,
bowl gouge, midi multi-tipped hollow tool,
extra heavy duty scraper.
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Ads (Cont'd)

6 inch Deluxe Jointer (Model 37-190)

$250
The jointer is mounted on a metal stand
and includes the original paddles. It is
powered by a Delta 3/4 HP motor and has
a 46 inch long tilting bed. Includes a new,
extra set of knife blades - knife blades
currently on the jointer do not yet need
replacement.

Jet 14 inch Band Saw (Model JWBS-14CS)

$250
The saw is mounted on an enclosed cabinet
that house the motor. The saw is powered by
a 1 HP motor.It adjusts to cut wood up to 6
inches high and 13 1/2 inches wide. the
table tilt up to 45 degrees to the right and 10
degrees to the left. It has recently been tuned
up and has almost new upper guide blocks.
It also has a new Kreg Precision Band Saw
Fence (Model KMS7200)

Craftsman 10 inch Table Saw (Model
113.2999040) $100

The saw is mounted on adjustable metal
legs and has two table extensions. It came
with a 1 HP motor (still works perfectly) that
has recently been replaces with 2 HP
Grizzly motor that run on either 110V or
220V. The original fence has been replaced
with a Craftsman XR-2424 fence.Both
motors come with the saw.
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Delta 12 inch Portable Thickness Planer
(Model 22-540). $100
Includes a new, extra set of knife blades

Delta Hollow Chisel Mortiser (Model 14650 Type 2) $150

The only use this tool has had has been to
make mortises in four garden benches.
Has 4 different size square chisels.

Delta Tenoning Jig (Model 34-183)

$50
Heavy duty all metal jig to cut tenons on a
table saw.

Delta Carbide-tipped Stacked Dado Blade
set $30
Craftsman Carbide-tipped Adjustable
Dado Blade (Model 720-3262)
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Ads (Cont'd)

32 tooth carbide-tipped adjustable dado

$30
Cuts dadoes from 3/16 to 13/16 inches
wide and to a depth of 1 1/2 inches. Fit
both 5/8 and 3/4 inch round arbors. Can
be used on 9, 10 or 12 inch radial arm and
table saws.

Craftsman Tongue and Groove Molding
Head (Model 3214) $25
Can be used with 10 or 12 inch table or
radial arm saws with 5/8 or 3/4 inch
round arbors.

Grizzly 1 /3 HP Oscillating Spindle
Sander (Model G0538) $100

Table-top oscillating sander with full set
of 6 different size sleeves.

Once again, contact information:

Ken Salzman
Home: (360) 756-0347
Cell: (360) 319-2937 OK to text
kpsalzman@comcast.net
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Ads (Cont'd)

Outtakes

Frank Penta learns not to give his demo on an empty stomach....
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