Northwest Washington Woodturners

A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for July, 2021

About NWW...

President's Letter

The Club meets every 3rd Thursday of the
month. There is no meeting in Dec.
Time: 6:30pm No host dinner beginning
at 5:30pm.

by Rod Parker

Fellow NWW members,
It was gratifying to see so many of our members
come to our first in-person meeting in 16
months! The new venue, the Mount Vernon
Christian School, is a step up in lighting and
comfort, however we will need a little time to
get a handle on setup and organization. We
fully expect to have power available for our
September meeting so we can utilize our large
lathe for the demonstration. A number of the
members shared with me their very positive
opinions of the MVCS facilities. We will
continue to work on the lathe positioning and
lighting.

We meet at the Mount Vernon Christian
School (820 W. Blackburn Rd. in Mount
Vernon, a short distance west of I-5).

Meetings are open to anyone interested in
woodturning. All skill levels from novice
to advanced turners are welcome.

It was good to see a number of new members
join us for the July meeting. A sincere Welcome
to each of you. Also, it was encouraging to
receive dues payments from several members.
(More on this subject in a minute).
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As a volunteer organization, we will need to
have a few members step forward and help with
setup, take down, as well as the coffee service.
If you can spend a few minutes before or after
the meetings to assist with these functions,
please let me know.
We had a great series of classes with Eric
Lofstrom on the Friday and Saturday following
the July Club Meeting. Eric, as well as all the
attendees, were happy to get back to in-person
education sessions. The sessions on Skew Usage
and on Square Edge Bowls were both well
attended. A recap of those classes and some
candid photos are included elsewhere in this
newsletter.
(Continued on next page)
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President's Letter (Cont'd)
The Anacortes Arts and Crafts Festival will be held the first weekend of August. NWW has
participated in the Festival for many years. It has proven to to be a great way for us to introduce
woodturning to the community, provide visibility of the NWW, and to sell many of our finished
crafts. If you are interested in participating, please contact George Way who is coordinating the
club’s participation (georgerway@gmail.com ). If you are in the area August 6th, 7th or 8th,
please stop by and visit the booth.
On Saturday Aug 14th the club will be holding our annual potluck picnic at the Mount Vernon
Christian School. Please come by between noon and 4:00pm and bring a dish to share. See the
article in this newsletter that describes details about the picnic. The picnic will be our August
NWW Club Meeting.
A final thought. We still have a significant number of members who have not yet renewed their
2021 NWW membership. I will be sending out an email to each of the NWW members who
show in our records that their dues are past due. At the end of August, we will update our
membership records. Please take this opportunity to help the Northwest Washington
Woodturners remain solvent.
Looking forward to seeing all of you at our August Picnic/Meeting!
Regards,

Rod Parker

President's Creative Challenge
This month’s challenge is very open ended. If you turned a piece
using a Skew, did a Square Edged Bowl, or an end grain piece, please
bring it to the August Picnic. We will have a Gallery and President’s
Challenge table at the picnic!
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Sawdust Saturdays
By Giovanni Monteferrante
Our Sawdust Saturday program is on a roll now! Meeting on the last Saturday of most months,
the most recent session met as usual at Gerrit Van Ness's studio shop to turn tool handles. And
under the watchful eye of President Rod Parker, the intrepid participants really did manage to
"Get a Handle On it! "

Classes normally run from 9:00 am to around 3:00 pm, with a break for brown bag lunches (no
stores or restaurants close by). Cost for the day's instruction is $10 (which also includes turning
wood, coffee and donuts).
Reply to Giovanni Monteferrante (sawdustsaturday@nwwwt.org) with any questions or
comments, or to get on the signup list. A signup sheet will also be available at the club
meetings.

Next up: "Bowl

Me Over!" - An intro to bowl turning
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July Program Recap
For the first time in a year and a half, the COVID restrictions
were dialed back sufficiently to permit our Club to hold an
in-person meeting and have a live in-the-flesh demonstrator,
in the person of Eric Lofstrom .
Eric lives in Enumclaw (although he is presently in the
process of moving somewhat closer to greater Seattle) so he
was able to drive up for his demo and classes. His evening
presentation was on the process and techniques he uses in
making endgrain bowls of his Namaste series. These bowls
are artistic pieces, intentionally designed to welcome
interaction between the viewer and vessel.

Eric Lofstrom

Eric started off with some brief "warmup" exercises before even starting the lathe. This was
unsurprising, as he has been a strong proponent for the correct application of biomechanics
and proper stance to improve woodturning skills. He asked all in the audience to stand and
participate in the warmup with him, much to everyone's amusement. To the chagrin of many,
balancing on one foot was not quite as easy as it once was.
Moving on to the bowls themselves, Eric mentioned that many of his Namaste bowls were of
quite modest dimensions and therefore they can be great projects for smaller pieces of wood
that might otherwise go into the woodstove. For example, a 4x4x4 inch piece of hardwood
would be more than adequate, and many of his have been made from pieces even smaller.
Eric turns his Namaste bowls end grain, which is to say that the grain is running parallel to the
ways of the lathe. He uses a skew to
turn the piece into a cylinder,
One of many bowls in Eric's Namaste series
although a roughing gouge could
also be used for this step. Eric
pointed out that one would NOT
use a skew OR a roughing gouge on
the outside of a cross-grain bowl
when roughing it to round. Next, he
measures the diameter of the
cylinder and uses that to determine
and mark the height of the bowl. A
tenon is placed on one end and the
piece is held in a 4-jaw chuck. The
hemispherical outside contour is
then established.
The interior of the bowl can be
hollowed using a bowl gouge. The

(Continued on next page)
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July Program Recap (Cont'd)
wall thickness is not critical but is generally
somewhere around 1/4 inch. The inside wood
should be removed in a stepwise fashion to
avoid excessive wall vibration. A negative rake
scraper can be used to even out any ridges or
flat areas, as it is important that the interior be
as smooth and uniform as possible. When
sharpening his negative rake scrapers, Eric
grinds them on a CBN wheel and then removes
the resulting burr with a diamond credit card
hone. He then sets his own burr using a small
carbide rod. The result is a scraper that cuts
more cleanly.
To check the interior contour, a flashlight with a
single LED can be held so that the shadow of
the top edge falls approximately midway on the
opposite side of the bowl's interior. The shadow line should have no flat areas, just a smooth
continuous arc. Eric emphasized that spending extra time tweaking a smooth hemispherical
shape will maximize the "optical resonance" once the inside of the bowl is finished. Sand
using progressively finer grits down to 400.
As seen in the examples shown, Eric has used different techniques and textures for the interior.
It can be gilded using gold leaf, in which case the surface must be sealed/primed for
maximum smoothness before the size is applied, as every small defect (even dust particles
that get caught in the sizing) will show through the exquisitely thin gold leaf. If this is your first
bowl of this type, Eric would encourage you to use a simpler method for interior finishing
until you have gained some experience.
One finish that Eric frequently uses is acrylic paint, especially ones that are metallic and/or
pearlescent. Again, preparation is critical. He will mask off and spray the interior with 2-3
coats of a white primer (his preference is for Zinzer B-I-N which is a white shellac-based
primer/sealer) which seals the wood and fills in pores and minor imperfections. During the
demo Eric used two different acrylic colors, a yellow and a blue metallic, that he would apply
to opposite sides of a pad and then dab on using a rapid overlapping stroke. As he did it, the
middle region began blending together in
various shades of green, with a light yellowgreen near the top edge and a darker bluegreen toward the center.
Although Eric didn't demonstrate the
technique during this particular presentation,
he did bring examples where he uses a small
brush and the lathe set on low speed to create
a spiral of color from the center to the edge of

(Continued on next page)
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July Program Recap (Cont'd)
the bowl (see top right of both this
page and the previous page).
Various embellishments can also be
used on the exterior of the bowl.
One favorite technique is to add
texture using a sharp carving gouge,
a rotary bit or a pyrography unit,
and then spray over the textured
surface with flat black paint. Eric is
careful to mask off the interior well
before spraying the outside. Several
light coats are applied. Bleaching or

using a natural clear finish are other options. The
possibilities are nearly endless.
In addition to his Thursday evening demonstration,
Eric provided two classes: Skew Skills: "Making
the Cuts!" on Friday, July 16th, and Turning a
Square-Rim Bowl on Saturday, July 17th. Both
classes were apparently well received and Eric
commented that it was wonderful to be able to get
back into the workshop for face-to-face instruction.
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Upcoming Programs
August 14, 2021

- Ready for a relaxed August picnic with
friends? Of course you are! This year's picnic will be on
the grassy grounds of the Mount Vernon Christian School.
We will have access to refrigerators to keep items cool,
microwave to warm things up, and restrooms will be
available. Please refer to the next page for more information on hours, what to bring for the potluck, silent
auction, etc.

September 16, 2021

- Our guest demonstrator will be
artist and woodturner Dan Tilden , from Ashland, OR. He
will be giving a demo on hollowing. Most of his work is
with burls and natural edges resulting in some spectacular
pieces. You won't want to miss this one!

October 21, 2021

- Our meeting will include a
demonstration of "Basic Stave Construction for the
Lathe" by Bill Wells of Olympia, WA. A basic stave
project consists of vertically glued staves to form a
hollow cylindrical blank. The advantages of this method
are the ability to make rather large-diameter blanks from
smaller material and the finished blank is all face grain
limiting tearout. You could say that the staved projects
are similar to segmented but using only a few pieces
rather than hundreds. Bill will demonstrate the basic
technique to design, glue and turn basic stave pieces.
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Our Coming Event: Annual Picnic!
Contributed by Tom Thornton
It's that time of year again. Our (almost) annual club picnic is coming soon. It will be held on
Saturday, August 14th, noon to 4 pm on the grass at the Mount Vernon Christian School .
The address is 820 West Blackburn, Mt. Vernon.
There are a couple of new things happening this year:
• We are going solo (no NCWA joint effort)
• It will be potluck style for ALL food: so bring a side dish,
entree, salad, dessert....no signup sheet, so it is your choice.
Club will provide chilled water and soft drinks.
• Absent this year will be the BBQ for grilling.
• Consider bringing a portable table and chairs.
Here is one thing that is NOT new: There will be a silent auction . This is a great opportunity
to pass along those tools and/or materials that have accumulated over the years (decades?)
Bid sheets will be provided. You may also outright sell those items that you choose not to
auction. Again, any tables you bring will be appreciated.
For peace of mind, if you are not Covid-19 vaccinated or are otherwise compromised,
please wear your masks.
I hope to see all of you there.

Tom

Top Opportunities
Our club has been invited to participate in a back-to-school
event by an organization called Hand In Hand Kids (click on
name to go to their website if you would like more info on
them). They are prepared to provide 300 back packs with
school supplies to children returning to school in the Casino
Road area of Everett. The Hand in Hand Kids back to school
event will be held at Bible Baptist Church, 805 W. Casino
Rd., Everett, WA 98204. Saturday, August 21 st. Set up time
will be at 10:30 AM. The event will run from 11:00 AM-2:00
PM. We will be either inside or outside depending on the
weather. If we are outside we have canopies to shade us from
the sun.
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(Continued on next page)

Top Opportunities (Cont'd)
Right now we only have two turners signed up for this event so we really need your help.
Even if you can only commit one hour please contact me. With this size crowd we need to
have a minimum of four lathes and an extra turner or two for relief. Please contact me right
away to let me know what you are willing to do. I will need to know how many club lathes
to plan for and bring. If a couple of people could bring their own lathes then it would
lighten the load.

There will be several booths set up to provide other services and entertainment, hotdogs,
haircuts, etc. We will be turning spin tops and giving them to the kids. It is a wonderful
experience for both the top maker and the kids watching the top appear out of a chunk of
wood right before their eyes. Then they get to take the top home with them. This is a winwin-win for the kids, the club, and the participating turners. We will have our club banner
out to promote the club, you will get to showcase your spin top turning skill and enjoy the
feeling of lighting up the face of a child, and the kids will receive a toy that was made just
for them. If you are new to wood turning this kind of event is perfect for you. You get to
work with other woodturners who will encourage you and give you tips while supporting a
worthy cause. If you are an experienced wood turner, then you know how fulfilling this
can be and you may get to help a new wood turner. Please consider participating in this
event.
Things you need to bring: A spindle gouge or two (we have a grinder to keep them sharp)
possibly a chatter tool or texturing tool, your choice of permanent markers, (we also have
some on hand), face shield and dust mask, wax for a nicer finish, your preferred chuck if
you wish, top blanks that you like to use. I will be bringing 100 to 200 blanks that you are
welcome to use if you don’t have some. If you are new and don’t have any of this to bring
that’s okay, just come and see what the club does, we will enjoy the day together, and you
will leave knowing how to turn spin tops.
We also have two other top turning events this year at the Imagine Children’s Museum in
Everett. Grandparents Day on Sunday, September 19th and North Pole Day in November
date to be announced.
Thank you for participating, your help is
needed and appreciated.

Tal Birdsong

(360) 965-9708
talrose@msn.com
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Know Your Woods
Tamarind (Tamarindus indica) is a leguminous tree indigenous to

tropical Africa. It produces brown pod-like fruits that contain a sweet,
tangy pulp used commonly in Asian cuisine.
The trees grow 50-80 ft tal, trunk diameter 2-3 ft.
Heartwood is a deep reddish brown, sometimes with a purplish hue.
The heartwood tends to be narrow and is usually only present in older
and larger trees. The pale yellow sapwood is sharply demarcated from
the heartwood. Spalting and other discoloration are very common in
the sapwood, and the majority of Tamarind available in the U.S. is
spalted sapwood.
Tamarind grain is wavy and interlocked with a medium uniform
texture. It turns, glues, and finishes well.
Common uses include furniture, carvings, and turned objects.
From THE WOOD DATABASE
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Turning on the Web* ...
Contributed by Rick Anderson
A few of our members were able to learn from
Eric Lofstrom’s Skew class the day after he
demonstrated his many skills to our entire club.
We saw his masterful technique with the skew
as he turned….but that isn’t quite like taking
his class. Eric isn’t likely to return for another
year, but we can still learn a great deal from
him online.
One of the keys to Eric’s talent with the skew is
getting it sharp. Very SHARP! Eric has an in-depth video with all of the secrets to how he
attains his sharp edge. Yes, the video is also an infomercial about his “signature skew”, but
his sharpening techniques can apply to all skews.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= 0OsQJ_0Jcds
Now that your skew is sharp, follow Eric’s tips for 6 basic cuts with the skew. Once you feel
comfortable with these cuts you will be on your way to adding the skew to your regularly used
tools.

Planing Cut: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= oX07FleU6zo
Peeling Cut: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= pv4z876cuK8
Paring/Shoulder cut: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= b9wY8ZcE3Pk
Vee Cut: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= -D0WWV7C9ls
Rolling/Beading Cut: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= CY7gGoIUEpQ
Coving Cut: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= GV1 BCQZDBVs
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(Cont'd on next page)

Many turners fear the skew. Some only use it to open paint cans. But the skew is like most
other turning tools…….it’s a bevel rubbing tool (with sharp point at one end!). As we saw
during Eric's demo, even the best turner can occasionally have a problem with catches. When
any tool contacts the wood without being anchored on the tool rest, there WILL be a catch. If
the cut is started with the tool too “open” it will try to cut a thread. Guaranteed! But these
issues are true with gouges also.
Once mastered, no other tool can lay down finish cuts like a well sharpened skew. Often
clean enough cuts to eliminate most sanding. That alone should be an incentive to using the
skew. Finally, there’s one simple key to mastering the skew. PRACTICE!!!

*The internet contains a wealth of information of value to woodturners. Some is direct “how to”
articles and videos ...other resources provide inspiration and techniques which can be applied to our
craft. But remember, the internet is unedited, so beware of poor and unsafe techniques.

The Tenacity of Trees!
This is the fifteenth in a series of pictures demonstrating the determination to survive. Contributed by Les Books.

Floating Island
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Club Contacts
Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt. Vernon, WA 98373

President

Membership Chairperson

Rod Parker
President@nwwwt.org

Sherri Greenleaf (Acting)
Will Alexander
Membership@nwwwt.org

Vice President

Education Outreach Chairperson

TBD
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

George Way
Outreach@nwwwt.org

Secretary

Mentoring Chairperson

Norman Lanford
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Rod Parker (Acting)
Mentors@nwwwt.org

Treasurer

Sawdust Saturday Chairperson

Phil Kezele
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Giovanni Monteferrante
SawdustSaturday@nwwwt.org

Members at Large

Librarian

Sherri Greenleaf
Memberatlarge1@nwwwt.org

Tal Birdsong
Librarian@nwwwt.org

Giovanni Monteferrante
Memberatlarge2@nwwwt.org

Gallery Photographer

Ron Radliff
Photographer@nwwwt.org

Rick Terney
Memberatlarge3@nwwwt.org

Newsletter Editor

Tom Thornton
Memberatlarge4@nwwwt.org

Ray Shields
Newsletter@nwwwt.org

Programs Chairperson
David Pettenski
Programs@nwwwt.org

Website Manager

Ray Shields
Web@nwwwt.org
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Classified Ads
This space is set aside for contributors and for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood,
etc. Please submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.

Have some hand-me-down tools
you would like to donate?
Contact our Store Manager, Tom
Thornton (chippytom44@gmail.com),
or bring the tools to a weekend
parking lot sale. Thank you!!!

to our Club members

1401 E St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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Ads (Cont'd)

Please note that Craft Supplies provides our club with
several hundred dollars in Gift Certificates each year.
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Ads (Cont'd)

Woodworking Tools For Sale
I am completing my new shop and am disposing of my small shop-mobilized eqmt.
Everything is in great working order, and has served me well for the past several years.
Items are in Coupeville, WA, or arrangements could be made for transport.

Giovanni Monteferrante (407) 342-2787

12” Bandsaw,

modified for a 4” DC port,
on mobile base. Upgraded drive belt, several extra
blades.
$150

10” Table Saw, Original owner

(1984), all Cast Iron, modified with
removable outfeed table, blade &
tool storage, mobile base, upgraded
drive belt, extra blades and inserts.

$200
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Ads (Cont'd)

2HP Dust Collector with or without 4” ducting
and fittings and home-made blastgates. Enough for
a small shop fit out with 4 drops.

$200

Giovanni Monteferrante (407) 342-2787
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Ads (Cont'd)

Outtakes
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