
Northwest Washington Woodturners
A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for October, 2021

About NWW...

The Club meets every 3rd Thursday of the
month. There is no meeting in Dec.
Time: 6:30pm No host dinner beginning
at 5:30pm.

We meet at the Mount Vernon Christian
School (820 W. Blackburn Rd. in Mount
Vernon, a short distance west of I-5).

Meetings are open to anyone interested in
woodturning. All skill levels from novice
to advanced turners are welcome.
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President's Letter

Fellow NWW members,

Thank you to the members who took part in our
October mixed Zoom and in-person meeting!
We discovered what works and what needs
some work. I want to apologize for the prob-
lems with the audio feed from the auditorium.
We will be working to improve the Zoom input
for our November meeting.

As we look forward to our November meeting,
we will have the privilege of hosting Barbara
Dill on Zoom and having a pizza party at the
Mount Vernon Christian School. Barbara is
renowned for her Off Axis and Off Center
turning. She will be joining us from the East
Coast, due to the time difference, our
presentation will start at 6:00. Pizzas and soft
drinks will be available during the presentation.

Our business meeting will follow Barbara Dill’s
presentation. One of the critical items of
business on the agenda is the election of new
officers. The Board recently met and prepared a
proposed slate of board members for 2022,
which you can find on page 3 of this issue. If
you would like to put forth additional
nominations for the elected officer positions
please contact the club Secretary, Norman
Lanford, prior to the 18th of November.

As you can see in the list of proposed Officers
and Board Members, there are several open
positions. A significant opening is the manage-
ment of the Club Store. If you are someone who
has retail or merchandising experience and
would like to apply those skills to our club
store, please contact Tom Thornton or myself.
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We are also looking for someone to assist our Program Chair, David Pettenski, in scheduling
and coordinating our club Programs. This is an excellent opportunity to work closely with
local and national woodturners. If you have any questions regarding this role, please contact
David or myself.

Thank you all for considering these opportunities to help our club grow and prosper.

As we look forward to 2022, we have an excellent list of presenters lined up, including Nick
Agar who will be headlining our March all-day event. Our goal for 2022 is to provide club
members the option to attend meetings in person or via Zoom.

Our first meeting of the year, in January, will feature several of our club members concurrently
demonstrating turning techniques and projects. If you are interested in turning during this
meeting, please contact David Pettenski or me.

As we begin to wrap up 2021, I want to take this opportunity to thank all our club members
for their support. The Northwest Washington Woodturners exists only through the hard work
and dedication of the volunteers and the Board of Directors. Thank You!

Regards,

President's Letter (Cont'd)

President's Creative Challenge

Rod Parker

Bill Wells gave us clear guidance on using stave
construction for a turned piece. Now it's time for
you to try your hand at it. This month's Prez
Challenge is to create a turned piece using staves.
A segmented turning will also be accepted (with
only minimum prejudice....).



Officers

Proposed Officers and Board Members for 2022

President Rod Parker
Vice President Brad Thompson
Treasurer Phil Kezele; Assistant – Sherri Greenleaf
Secretary Norman Lanford

Members-At-Large

Greg Camrud
Sherri Greenleaf
Giovannii Monteferrante (Sawdust Saturdays)
OPEN

Appointed Positions

Program Chair David Pettenski; Assistant - OPEN
Membership Chair Brad Burdick; Assistant – Will Alexander
Mentoring Chair Pat Goddard
Past President/Adviser Norman Lanford
Web Master Ray Shields
Library Chair Tal Birdsong
Newsletter Editor Ray Shields
Event Chair Various (See Below)
Educational Outreach George Way

Store Manager OPEN

Event Coordinators

Woodfest – George Way
March Event – Rod Parker, Phil Kezele, Brad Thompson, Melanie Mankamyer
Anacortes Arts Festival – George Way
Top Turning – Tal Birdsong
Holiday Party – Melanie Mankamyer
Stanwood/Camano Island Studio Tour – Pat Goddard

If you wish to nominate yourself or others (with their permission), please contact
Norman Lanford (Secretary@NWWWT.org) prior to November 18th.
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Sawdust Saturdays

Our November Sawdust Saturday program is going to be a last chance to get in some
instruction on ornament turning. The holidays are quickly coming, so if this session is of
interest to you, don't delay in signing up.

By Giovanni Monteferrante

As you are probably already aware, classes normally happen on the last Saturday of the month
and run from 9:00 am to around 3:00 pm, with a break for brown bag lunches (no stores or
restaurants close by). Cost for the day's instruction is $10 (which also includes the turning
wood, coffee and donuts).

Reply to Giovanni Monteferrante (sawdustsaturday@nwwwt.org) with any questions or
comments, or to get on the signup list. A signup sheet will also be available at the club
meetings.

A Few Words From Our "Top Gun"

This year we have had only a few meetings and the
Tops for Tots program has not been well promoted.
Thanks to Ron Radliff for being faithful to bring tops
at every opportunity, we have a couple hundred on
hand. This is far below the amount that the club
normally contributes.

If you are saving up tops for this program please turn them in at our November meeting.
They will be handed over to the Marines Toys for Tots program in December. If you have
tops for this program and can’t make the meeting please contact me at talrose@msn.com
and I will arrange to meet you and pick them up.

I encourage everyone to contribute a few. They will add up and as a group we can help
more kids enjoy a better Christmas.

Thanks you for your participation.

Tal Birdsong



October Program Recap
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(Continued on next page)

Our in-person meeting on October 21st featured an IRD
by Bill Wells from Olympia. The title of his presentation
was "Demonstrating Basic Stave Construction for the
Lathe". It was the first IRD he had ever done, and it was
the first time our club had attempted to provide an IRD to
members present at the meeting while simultaneously
broadcasting it via Zoom for members who wanted to
watch it at home. Unsurprisingly for this first effort, there
were some technical glitches initially but with
persistence these were overcome.

Bill is a retired engineer who is a member of
Woodturners of Olympia, an AAW chapter. He has been
a long term woodworker although not involved with
woodturning until he inherited a lathe from a neighbor.
He now considers himself primarily a woodturner, but still does “flat” work. Most of his
woodturning projects are of the segmented variety, including many staved designs.

NOT Bill Wells*

* Bill is apparently quite modest as I was unable to find a
single picture of him on the internet. Fortunately George C.
agreed to step in as a placeholder.

Bill has written articles on Stave construction for Wood Magazine and AAW's American
Woodturner. He generally begins by discussing its advantages:

• Economical—very little wasted material
• Staves cut smoothly along the grain
• Requires only a dozen or so pieces,

compared to hundreds
• Finished piece displays only facegrain

For the majority of his presentation, Bill discussed the process he
uses in making and turning a staved wood piece. Further, he has
granted us permission to use his articles which explain the
process better than might otherwise be the case.

One of the items not mentioned in his articles is the importance
of making the staves from woods of similar hardness. Bill said
that staves with widely varying hardness can cause difficulties in
maintaining maximum smoothness during turning and sanding.
In his resources he included a table of many hardwoods and
their Janka values (a standardized way of measuring hardness).
The table is included in this newsletter.



Basic Stave Bowl Construction
from Wood Magazine June, 1988
_______________________________
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Basic Stave Bowl Construction
from Wood Magazine June, 1988
_______________________________
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Basic Stave Bowl Construction
from Wood Magazine June, 1988
_______________________________
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Guide to Sizing Up Stave and Segments
from Wood Magazine September, 2000
_______________________________
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Guide to Sizing Up Stave and Segments
from Wood Magazine September, 2000
_______________________________
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Wood Hardness Scale

The Janka scale is used to determine the relative hardness of particular domestic or exotic
wood species. The Janka test measures the amount of force required to embed a 0.444"
steel ball into the wood to half of its diameter. Woods with a higher rating are harder than
woods with a lower rating.

(Chart courtesy Bell Forest Products: https://www.bellforestproducts.com/ The scale used in the table is
pounds-of-force.)

October Program Recap (Cont'd)

Janka Species Name

350 Buckeye Burl
380 Aspen
410 Basswood
470 Guanacaste (Parota)
490 Butternut
540 American Chestnut
540 Poplar
540 Mappa Burl
600 Spanish Cedar
800 Genuine Mahogany
850 Quilted Western Maple
850 Western Maple Burl
850 Curly Western Maple
850 Black Ash
850 Western Maple
891 Lacewood
930 Anigre
950 Cherry
950 Curly Soft Maple
950 Cherry Burl
950 Soft Maple
950 Curly Cherry
950 Ambrosia Maple
950 Tornillo
960 Peruvian Walnut
1010 Walnut
1010 Figured Walnut
1020 Holly
1055 Curly Pyinma
1100 African Mahogany
1100 Figured Mango
1160 Thuya Burl

Janka Species Name

1170 Koa
1200 Redheart
1200 Masur Birch
1200 Mirindiba
1210 Nicaraguan Rosewood
1220 Red Oak
1220 Curly Oak
1220 Quarter Sawn Red Oak
1220 Spalted Oak
1260 Birch
1260 Flame Birch
1260 Birch Burl
1260 Amboyna Burl
1260 Curly Narra
1260 Narra
1294 Figured Makore
1294 Makore
1320 White Ash
1320 Curly White Ash
1320 Swamp Ash
1330 Shedua
1335 Quarter Sawn White Oak
1335 White Oak
1350 Ebiara
1360 English Brown Oak
1400 Mayan Walnut
1400 Eucalyptus
1439 Quilted Sapele
1450 Birdseye Maple
1450 Hard Maple
1450 Curly Hard Maple
1450 Quarter Sawn Maple
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Janka Species Name

1450 Bark Pocket Maple
1450 Hard Maple Burl
1450 Spalted Maple
1450 Rift Sawn Hard Maple
1460 Madrone Burl
1500 Sapele
1520 Canarywood
1548 Honey Locust
1560 Afrormosia
1712 Merbau
1780 Black & White Ebony
1800 Camphor Bush Burl
1800 Figured Camphor Bush
1810 Afzelia Burl
1820 Hickory
1830 Zebrawood
1830 Figured Zebrawood
1860 Jarrah Burl
1878 Yellowheart
1900 Red Palm
1930 Wenge
1960 Bolivian Rosewood
1970 Padauk
1970 Ziricote
2010 Bocote
2020 Black Palm
2140 Sucupira
2150 Leopardwood
2160 Goncalo Alves
2200 Chechen
2200 Honduras Rosewood
2200 Honduras Rosewood Burl
2250 Chakte Viga
2318 Spalted Tamarind
2400 Osage Orange (Argentine)
2400 Santos Mahogany
2410 Figured Bubinga
2410 Quilted Bubinga
2410 Bubinga
2430 Cochen Rosewood
2430 Indian Ebony
2440 E. Indian Rosewood

Janka Species Name

2480 Tamboti
2490 Red Mallee Burl
2490 Brown Mallee Burl
2500 Tulipwood
2520 Purpleheart
2520 Figured Purpleheart
2532 Marblewood
2620 Amazon Rosewood
2690 Jatoba
2690 Olivewood
2700 Granadillo
2760 Osage Orange (USA)
2900 Bloodwood
2920 Yellow Box Burl
2960 Cocobolo
3000 Mun Ebony
3080 Gaboon Ebony
3080 Royal Ebony
3160 Angelim Pedra
3200 Pau Santo
3220 Macassar Ebony
3230 Pink Ivory
3330 Cumaru
3340 Kingwood
3340 Camatillo
3370 Grey Box Burl
3390 Mopani
3590 Brown Ebony
3660 Katalox
3660 Figured Katalox
3670 African Blackwood
3690 Brazilian Ebony
3710 Lignum Vitae (Argentine)
3730 Red Coolibah Burl
3800 Snakewood
4380 Lignum Vitae (Genuine)

Janka Hardness of Woods



Upcoming Programs
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November 18, 2021 - The holiday season is rapidly
approaching and it will soon be time for our annual
Holiday Party. Because of the continuing pandemic
uncertainties, the Board has decided to err on the side
of caution and have a pared down party with pizza and
soft drinks rather than the usual potluck extravaganza.
Renowned multi-axis turner Barbara Dill will be
providing an IRD for the event (see next page for more
information about her and her presentation).

December, 2021 - NO MEETING in December. In
keeping with our usual tradition, we will not have a
meeting during December so that you have more time
for family and friends during this busy time of year.
But have no fear, we will be back in full force to begin
the New Year off in January!

January 20, 2022 - We will start the New Year off by
holding a group turning event featuring several our
own club members demonstrating turning projects,
techniques and answering questions. We will also
feature a Meet the Mentors display table featuring a
variety of chucks, chuck jaws and faceplates.



Our Coming Demonstrator: Barbara Dill

Contributed by David Pettenski

The November 18 meeting will feature Barbara Dill, from
Rockville, Virginia. As with our last presenter Bill Wells, this
will be an Interactive Remote Demonstration via Zoom at our
in-person meeting. Barbara will be presenting a program on
the conceptual model of multi-axis spindle turning. This
demonstration will not include active lathe turning however
Barbara’s presentations are embedded with images, drawings
and videos which she will control to show exactly what is
important. She encourages the demonstration to be
interactive and will leave time for questions.

The majority of the presentation will be a project, like a candle holder or a cup or split
turnings. These projects will show how Barbara’s conceptual model of multi-axis spindle
turning is used to plan each spindle.

Barbara received a BS degree in Nursing from the University of Tennessee in 1968. Her
career took her to Europe and to East Africa in the early 70’s and her photographs were her
souvenirs. She received a Masters of Psychiatric Nursing from Boston University in 1980 and
coordinated psychiatric aspects of emergency departments at Boston City ED and at Medical
college of Virginia’s ED. Barbara’s first experience with carving wood was in 1988 at a
carving class in Richmond, VA.

Wood became her passion and in
1989 was able to retire from a 21
year career in nursing. She first
studied woodturning in 1990 at
Arrowmont with Michael Hosaluk;
then in ’91 with Ray Key; then in
’92 with David Ellsworth. She has
attended symposiums, workshops
and demos through the years. In
1998 she started teaching
beginning woodturning at the
Hand Workshop in Richmond
(now the Visual Arts Center),
1998-2006.

NOTE: To accommodate Barbara’s east coast location her
demonstration will begin at 6:00 PM Pacific time.

Barbara Dill

17



18

She was always fascinated with multi-axis turning and in 2006 her focus centered on multi-
axis turning. Tired of running into dead ends with her candle holders, she decided to see if
there was a way to sort out the confusion of this aspect of turning. If an obsession is to wake
up with a new “what if” most mornings, then she was obsessed.

Barbara enjoys teaching and sharing her knowledge. She has made an instructional DVD
which is on her you tube channel, has recently compiled a book loaded with drawings,
photos, and information and has published articles in the American Woodturner (Fall and
Winter of 2007, February 2010, December 2011, and October 2013). She was an Emerging
Artist at the 2011 AAW National Symposium and has demonstrated at SWAT in Texas, the

Barbara Dills (Cont'd)

Appalachian Center for Craft, Arrowmont,
The Center for Furniture Craftsmanship, and
at AAW symposiums, as well as turning clubs
in many states and in Canada.

She created a book about multi-axis spindle
turning that was published in the summer of
2018 and is available in bookstores and
online (Amazon).

She now enjoys time in her studio in
Rockville, Virginia.

”My interest is to experiment with the many
forms that can be turned on a lathe between
centers.”

Barbara’s website is:

https://www.barbaradill.com/ .
It includes photographs of her work and several references on multi-axis turning,



Know Your Woods

Apple (Malus species, such as Malus domestica, Malus sieversi, Malus
sylvestris, etc) is found throughout most temperate climates. Included
here are Crab Apple, Wild Apple. Trees grow 13-30 ft tall with a 1 ft
trunk diameter.

Heartwood can vary from a light reddish or grayish brown to a deeper
red/brown. The grain of Apple is sometimes seen with streaks of darker
and lighter bands of color, similar to Olive. Sapwood is a pale cream
color. Rated as non-durable for heartwood decay.

Apple can be somewhat difficult to work due to its high density, and
can burn easily when being machined. It has a faint, sweet scent while
being worked. Apple glues, stains, finishes, and turns well.

Apple is seldom available in lumber form, and is usually seen only in
very small sizes when available. Common uses include fine furniture,
tool handles, carving, mallet heads, turned items, and other small
specialty wood objects.

From THE WOOD DATABASE

19



Turning on the Web* ...

Contributed by Rick Anderson

This time of year many of us start turning
ornaments to give to family and friends as holiday
gifts. One of the most attractive style of orna-
ments are turned “inside-out”. These require a bit
more work than just chucking up a single block
of wood, but the end result can be very creative
and attractive. While most are made using 4
pieces of wood, if you enjoy working with angles
you can use 3 or more pieces…..some turners use
as many as 6 or 8 pieces though this gets much
more complicated cutting the pieces and keeping
everything aligned when gluing.

Tim Yoder, one of our recent virtual demonstrators, does a good job of explaining the basic
steps to create an “inside-out” ornament.

Part 1: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= q0aJHzpfDxo

Part 2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= 24ZOf7hF_rA

20

The possibilities are endless…..you can even add another small turning or object which
hangs inside the ornament. Here are some photos to pique your creativity!



*The internet contains a wealth of information of value to woodturners. Some is direct “how to”
articles and videos ...other resources provide inspiration and techniques which can be applied to our
craft. But remember, the internet is unedited, so beware of poor and unsafe techniques. Even some
well known turners have bad habits!

BTW, the pictures on the bottom of the previous page were found simply by doing an image
search on Google for "inside-out ornaments". You can do the same search yourself and find
many, many additional examples.

Another alternative, dubbed the “Lazyman’s Way” was demonstrated to our club in October
2014 by Marco Berera from the Greater Vancouver Woodturners Guild. Our club newsletter for
that month gives a brief but adequate description on page 4. This method uses Forstner drill
bits to create the openings in the ornament. Again, this style of ornament can be as simple or
elaborate as you wish.

https://www.nwwwt.org/docs/newsletter/2014-10-Newsletter.pdf

Turning on the Web (Cont'd)

Be sure bring some of your inside out turnings to a future meeting…...or if you have already
gifted them to someone special take some photos to share with our members!
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The Tenacity of Trees!

This is the nineteenth in a series of pictures demonstrating the determination to survive. Contributed by Les Books.

Nurse Log



Club Contacts

President
Rod Parker
President@nwwwt.org

Vice President
TBD
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

Secretary
Norman Lanford
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Treasurer
Phil Kezele
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Members at Large
Sherri Greenleaf
Memberatlarge1@nwwwt.org

Giovanni Monteferrante
Memberatlarge2@nwwwt.org

Rick Terney
Memberatlarge3@nwwwt.org

Tom Thornton
Memberatlarge4@nwwwt.org

Programs Chairperson
David Pettenski
Programs@nwwwt.org

Website Manager
Ray Shields
Web@nwwwt.org

Membership Chairperson
Will Alexander (Acting)
Membership@nwwwt.org

Education Outreach Chairperson
George Way
Outreach@nwwwt.org

Mentoring Chairperson
Rod Parker (Acting)
Mentors@nwwwt.org

Sawdust Saturday Chairperson
Giovanni Monteferrante
SawdustSaturday@nwwwt.org

Librarian
Tal Birdsong
Librarian@nwwwt.org

Gallery Photographer
Ron Radliff
Photographer@nwwwt.org

Newsletter Editor
Ray Shields
Newsletter@nwwwt.org

Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt. Vernon, WA 98373
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to our Club members

Have some hand-me-down tools
you would like to donate?

Contact our Store Manager, Tom
Thornton (chippytom44@gmail.com),
or bring the tools to a weekend
parking lot sale. Thank you!!!

1401 E St
Bellingham, WA 98225

Classified Ads

This space is set aside for contributors and for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood,
etc. Please submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.
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Please note that Craft Supplies provides our club with

several hundred dollars in Gift Certificates each year.

Please note that Craft Supplies provides our club with

several hundred dollars in Gift Certificates each year.

Ads (Cont'd)
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Ads (Cont'd)
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Outtakes

When Giovanni begins his Sawdust Saturday session after 3 espressos and a Red Bull....
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